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DuckDuckGo Search and DuckDuckGo Private Browser - our privacy-protecting alternative to Google Search and Chrome in one free app - is now available on all major platforms. Privacy Pro, our three-in-one privacy subscription service, is also available to U.S. residents in the DuckDuckGo browser on all major platforms. Find step-by-step
instructions for your device below. If privacy is what you're after and you want to get away from using Google, DuckDuckGo is a great alternative. The service focuses on putting privacy first, from internet browsing to email forwarding. However, the results aren't as relevant or robust, so you may not always find exactly what you're looking

for. Thousands of privacy-conscious users have already made the switch from messaging platforms like WhatsApp to more secure-seeming options such as Signal and Telegram. At the same time, many people may be opting to use DuckDuckGo instead of Google or Bing for web searches, likely because the lesser-known search engine does not collect
user data or track what you search. You may like DuckDuckGo has seen more than 4 million users install its apps and browser extensions, making it their default search engine, and you can too.Here's how to switch to — and use — DuckDuckGo. How to add DuckDuckGo to your browserIf you simply want to try out DuckDuckGo, type duckduckgo.com
into your browser's address bar and enter your search query. Use it for a while and see if you like it. Once you're ready to make the switch, you can either select DuckDuckGo as your default search engine or add the appropriate app or extension to your browser. Adding DuckDuckGo to ChromeChrome users have two options for using DuckDuckGo on
the desktop. The simplest option, if you're looking only for the private search function, is to make DuckDuckGo the default search engine.Get instant access to breaking news, the hottest reviews, great deals and helpful tips.Go to Settings (the three vertical dots at the top right of your browser bar) > Search engine > Manage search engine. Click the
vertical dots next to DuckDuckGo and select Make default. This will make DuckDuckGo the default search engine in your address search bar as well. The setting to make DuckDuckGo the default search engine in Google Chrome. Click to enlarge. (Image credit: Google/Screenshot by Tom's Guide)An alternative for extra privacy is to install the
DuckDuckGo Chrome extension. This will block hidden trackers and connect you to encrypted versions of websites if available. If you change your mind about DuckDuckGo, both the default setting and the browser extension can be disabled in Chrome's settings. Adding DuckDuckGo to FirefoxTo make DuckDuckGo your default search engine in
Firefox, toggle open the Settings options with the three horizontal lines to the far right of your address bar. Click Preferences and open the Default Search Engine drop-down menu to select DuckDuckGo. This will change the settings for search in your address bar.The setting to make DuckDuckGo the default search engine in Firefox. Click to enlarge.
(Image credit: Mozilla Foundation/Screenshot by Tom's Guide)To make DuckDuckGo your homepage in Firefox, drag this link to the Home icon and select Yes in the pop-up window. (Image credit: Mozilla Foundation/DuckDuckGo/Screenshot by Tom's Guide)Like Chrome, Firefox has an add-on called DuckDuckGo Privacy Essentials that has extra
privacy features. Adding DuckDuckGo to other browsersSafari users can simply tap the magnifying glass in the search bar, which will bring up a drop-down to select the default search engine. You can also add the DuckDuckGo extension from the App Store. The setting to make DuckDuckGo the default search engine in Apple Safari. Click to enlarge.
(Image credit: Apple/Screenshot by Tom's Guide)With Brave, open the hamburger menu at the top right and go to Settings > Search Engine. Open the dropdown menu at the top of the page and select DuckDuckGo as your default. The setting to make DuckDuckGo the default search engine in the Brave browser. Click to enlarge. (Image credit:
Brave/Screenshot by Tom's Guide)In Edge, click the three horizontal dots (they look like " ... ") in the top right and select Settings. On the next page, click the three stacked lines in the top left and select > Privacy, Search and Services. The setting to make DuckDuckGo the default search engine in Microsoft Edge. Click to enlarge. (Image credit:
Microsoft/Screenshot by Tom's Guide)Scroll all the way down the page and, under the Services heading, click Address Bar and Search. Open the dropdown menu next to Search Engine Used in the Address Bar and select DuckDuckGo. You can also get the Privacy Essentials add-on. Adding DuckDuckGo on mobileDuckDuckGo has browsing apps for
both iOS and Android. If you prefer to use DuckDuckGo as your default search engine within Safari, Firefox, or Brave, follow the steps on DuckDuckGo's help pages. How to use DuckDuckGoDuckDuckGo isn't all that different from any other search engine. Type your query into the search bar and get your results. As with Google, you can narrow your
search to images, videos, news, maps and shopping.DuckDuckGo's results pages look fairly similar to Google's, with knowledge panels, news carousels and related searches. However, you'll get more with Google search results, such as recent tweets, People Also Ask and videos, than you'll get with DuckDuckGo. Google's search results, including
frequently asked questions, news, tweets and related topics. Click to enlarge. (Image credit: Google/Screenshot by Tom's Guide)Google also returns different, and perhaps more relevant, results, depending on your perspective. When we searched for "Sundance Film Festival," Google's first four results (punctuated by People Also Ask and tweets from
@SundanceFest) were from different pages on Sundance.org. DuckDuckGo adds news and images to search results, but that's about it. Click to enlarge. (Image credit: DuckDuckGo/Screenshot by Tom's Guide)With DuckDuckGo, we got only one link, to the main festival page. The second result was from Wikipedia. Bing adds blog postings, a map and
even trivia questions to the news, frequently asked questions and related topics. Click to enlarge. (Image credit: Microsoft/Screenshot by Tom's Guide)Microsoft's Bing splits the difference between the two, with results similar to DuckDuckGo but more robust knowledge panels. It's also worth noting that DuckDuckGo uses Apple Maps (with pretty
mediocre results) and Yelp reviews. Google obviously shows Google Maps and Google reviews. Bing runs on OpenStreetMap and TripAdvisor. DuckDuckGo's mapping search results aren't very informative. Click for larger image. (Image credit: DuckDuckGo/Screenshot by Tom's Guide)Google Maps' results are great if you want to go skiing, but maybe
not so much if you want to see a movie. Click to enlarge. (Image credit: Google/Screenshot by Tom's Guide)Bing has the most useful map, plus tips on what to do and where to eat. Click for larger image. (Image credit: Microsoft/Screenshot by Tom's Guide)All that is to say, DuckDuckGo isn't anything special once you get beyond the privacy features.
However, it can be a useful alternative if you're looking for a new search engine. The privacy-focused search engine and browser DuckDuckGo operates as a different option from well-known search services such as Google, Yahoo, and Bing. DuckDuckGo delivers privacy as a priority because it retains no search records or user details and does not
monitor such behaviors between sites. The search engine maintains complete privacy by making results search-independent, which creates unbiased and confidential searching experiences. DuckDuckGo delivers an internet browsing solution that lets users enjoy privacy protection against data capture and advertisement targeting and website
tracking. The third-party trackers operated by DuckDuckGo remain blocked, preventing companies from collecting online activity data. Users benefit from built-in encryption because it establishes safe connections whenever available on websites. DuckDuckGo also provides users with a complete browsing solution that puts privacy at the forefront.
The browser application of DuckDuckGo equips users with tracking protection together with email protection tools to remove trackers and offers a privacy dashboard showing website tracking attempts. Users who want their information protected from trackers can benefit from DuckDuckGo search engine because it provides a solution to privacy
concerns through its unique features. Various users find it beneficial to use DuckDuckGo because it provides online privacy protections with no invasion of surveillance or data monitoring nor personalized advertising. Search engines together with browsers amass enormous data, which allows them to create user profiles so they can deliver targeted
advertisements. DuckDuckGo is different. The web service and the application protect your privacy by keeping records of searches confidential while maintaining blank histories of stored data with no data sharing to advertisers. You can choose this service among the best ones available to browse the web without monitoring. The tracker-blocking
capability stands as one of the key motives to select DuckDuckGo as your search engine. Third-party trackers implement different tracking techniques to gather information regarding your internet activities whenever you visit a website. Multiple organizations including advertising companies alongside data brokers as well as social media platforms
utilize these trackers to monitor user activity for content personalization purposes. By default, DuckDuckGo shuts out tracking companies, so websites cannot follow users throughout the online space. You will encounter fewer annoying advertisements while using the search engine alongside a browsing experience that minimizes the feeling of being
under constant surveillance. One major advantage of DuckDuckGo stands in its delivery of search results which do not include personalization. Your search results from Google depend on the combination of history about your previous searches and location data along with your existing browsing activities. Your previous online actions create a barrier
that shows only content matching your past selections. DuckDuckGo delivers equal search results to all users through its platform to maintain an impartial search activity. Researchers find this function valuable in two ways: first for getting different perspectives on their topic and second for obtaining unprejudiced news reports. As an internet search
provider and a mobile web browser, DuckDuckGo focuses on maintaining user privacy above all else. The service continually promotes encrypted connections when websites allow it for maintaining secure HTTPS connections. The secure connections formed through this feature protect vital information such as login credentials and personal data, so
hackers cannot intercept them. The email protection system from DuckDuckGo removes tracking objects in emails, which prevents businesses from learning your message opening behavior. The DuckDuckGo Browser delivers to users a quick privacy-oriented browsing experience which functions as an ideal choice beyond typical browser options.
Coupled with its own search engine, it provides search functionality just like major engines but eliminates data tracking risks. DuckDuckGo delivers an easy solution for better security along with ad-free browsing while enabling personal data control through its simple interface that operates without complicating settings or requiring extensions.
DuckDuckGo is available to everyone without charging any fees. The platform provides its services without any requirement for payments or extra pricing tiers. The search engine together with mobile browser and browser extensions operate free of charge. DuckDuckGo operates by showing advertisements that link to search terms but never use
user-specific browsing activity for targeting. Users experience total privacy on DuckDuckGo because it refuses to track personal information while keeping all its features free of charge to everybody. Users from various platforms can access DuckDuckGo. The search engine is available on every operating system types (Windows, macOS, Linux and
more), as you only need a web browser to access it. Users can use Tthe DuckDuckGo search engine through every major browser including Chrome, Firefox and Safari together with Edge without performing any installation. DuckDuckGo also maintains browser extensions, which allow users to integrate privacy features to their current browsers. But
that's not all. DuckDuckGo provides users with a mobile browser application available for both iOS and Android operating systems that comes with tracker blocking and encrypted search together with other privacy features. The company expanded its product line by releasing a complete desktop browser that users can use instead of standard
applications such as Chrome or Edge for Windows and macOS environments. Users can access the same tracker-blocking security features from the mobile app through the versions of this software which work across all devices. The well-known Startpage serves as a widely used alternative search engine with privacy. Users can obtain Google search
results through its private engine which does not track individual activities. Startpage operates a different search model from DuckDuckGo because it functions as a Google privacy safeguard rather than using its own search technology. Users can enjoy Google search functionality through an automatic personal data removal process when they submit
requests to avoid tracking by search providers. Startpage lets users browse websites securely through its "Anonymous View" mode which prevents the display of their personal identity and IP address. The Brave Browser provides users with its search service known as Brave Search as a dependable option. The search index of Brave Search operates
separately from other popular search engines because it maintains its own independent database to guarantee maximum privacy and visibility. Users receive fast secure browsing from the default browser because it prevents ads along with trackers and scripts from running. The carefully controlled privacy management found in Brave Search gives
users a search engine that suits their needs. Tor Browser delivers maximum anonymity to its users through its strong functionality. Tor offers more than search functions since it functions as a complete privacy-enhanced web browser that directs traffic across various encrypted servers. Users remain anonymous to websites because the system
conceals both their IP addresses and stops websites from monitoring their actions. Unfortunately they will never catch Google, which makes me sad as a ten year user. USA User and Programmer. First problem is being out of the UK, trying to compete in the US Market. Not even remotely close. Come on guys, I WANT you to succeed!Honestly you
will have to employ far smarter Engineers and Programmers/Coders. Scale 1-10 against Google who I hate and refuse to use? You’'re a 1/One. Have to do better guys if you desire to compete in the US Market. If it’s a cost thing, which it always is, consider outsourcing to dark web coders/programmers. Tho known for dishonesty, they will at the very
least, get you all up to American 2024 standards. I had to search ten times for the true owner on a HORSE in an American TV series. I never got to the true owner. That should speak volumes to you Engineers. You simply must do waay better. I want you to succeed. We HATE GOOGLE/Bezos! But to be the best in America requires a reality check on
how you compete against the known best. Sadly, you’'re sorely lacking. Come on UK Engineer’s! I am rooting for you. And have given you TEN years of my valuable time using only Duckduckgo. You MUST CATCH UP guys ok? Love and truths from America...smile. Get a Venture Capitalist for goodness sakes. I really want you to WIN!!
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