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BERKELEY - Hundreds of homes and businesses lost power in the South Seaside Park section of the township on Monday afternoon, according to Jersey Central Power & Light.The outage forced the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection to close swimming areas at Island Beach State Park for about two hours on Monday, according to
the state agency.Electricity was restored just after 4 p.m. Monday and Island Beach was fully reopened at that time, according to the DEP.More breaking news: Naomi Elkins, accused of killing her kids, faces psychiatric exam before detention hearingAbout 350 customers were without power in the Berkeley portion of Ocean County’s northern barrier
island, while 88 customers were also impacted in the borough of Seaside Park, according to the electric company, which was investigating the cause.Contact Asbury Park Press reporter Erik Larsen at elarsen@gannettnj.com. All bathrooms were previously shut down as staff and outside contractors worked to resolve the issue.News 12 StaffeJul 6,
2025, 10:12 AM+Updated 13 days agolsland Beach State Park in Ocean County reopened at limited capacity Sunday after being closed due to a blocked sewer line. [facebook] /facebook] All bathrooms were previously shut down as staff and outside contractors worked to resolve the issue. Officials say there are now limited functioning bathrooms
available. An early closure may be necessary if the issue persists. Island Beach State Park in Seaside Park at the Jersey shore has resumed normal operations, the state announced Tuesday night.The announcement comes after the park was closed briefly and then reopened with limited capacity over the holiday weekend.The park, with its beaches and
amenities, is a popular day destination in Ocean County for Bucks County beachgoers.A sewer line blockage issue caused the initial closure, leaving no operational restrooms, and making it “unsanitary and unsafe to allow visitors into the park.” By Sunday morning shortly after 7:30 a.m., the park announced it would open with limited capacity with
some “limited functioning” restrooms available.The state said Tuesday portable toilets would remain at the park as a precaution, but the sewer system has returned to normal operation after some "troubleshooting."Sand dunes located in Island Beach State Park, New JerseyThe beautiful July 4th holiday weekend weather kept the park busy as it
closed due to being filled to capacity on Saturday. It also closed Sunday when it hit capacity.As the heatwave continues, visitors should check capacity before heading to the park on the Atlantic Ocean. Daily closures for crowd control are common in the summer.This article originally appeared on Bucks County Courier Times: Island Beach State Park
resumes normal hours, crowds at Jersey shore It wasn’t the state budget that shut down Island Beach State Park this time.It was the bathrooms.The department said sewer line blockages had forced the closing of all restrooms within the park on Saturday, which meant the beach was forced to close as well. Public restrooms are required under state
regulations, explained officials, noting that without operational restrooms, “it would be both unsanitary and unsafe to allow visitors into the park.”While the park was finally reopened on Sunday after some of the restrooms again became available, the park was still experiencing the sewer line issues that kept visitors away for at least part of the July 4
holiday weekend and could again close later in the day.State Department of Environmental Protection spokeswoman Caryn Shinske said the beach would remain under capacity restrictions because of the ongoing problems, adding that updates would be provided on the department’s Facebook page, New Jersey State Parks, Forests & Historic Sites.
The DEP said it was working to bring in portable toilets to help accommodate visitors.Our journalism needs your support. Please subscribe today to NJ.com. PARK ADVISORY: Mobile Sport Fishing Vehicle Closures in Effect GILLIKINS ACCESS POINT Access to the Northern Natural Area from the Gillikins Access Point is closed to Mobile Sport
Fishing Vehicles as of 6 p.m. on Saturday, June 21. The closure has the potential to remain in effect until mid-August.. ABOUT PIPING PLOVERS Piping Plovers are listed both as a threatened species under the federal Endangered Species Act and as an endangered species under the New Jersey Endangered and Nongame Species Conservation Act. As
a landowner, the State of New Jersey is required to follow federal guidelines for managing recreational activities in Piping Plover breeding habitat. [] Learn more about Piping Plovers. A Mobile Sport Fishing Vehicle permitholders should be aware that due to the closure Island Beach State Park may reach its capacity of mobile sport fishing vehicles
sooner than normal. Thank you for your cooperation in ensuring the next generation of New Jersey’s shorebirds have a safe and successful start. An update will be posted when the Gillikins Access Point and south of the A-23 Access Point reopen later this season. Sign up for text and email updates for filled to capacity closures of Island Beach State
Park. Island Beach State Park area map. A lot of people want to know why Island Beach State Park’s sewers backed up over the weekend, sending thousands of beachgoers scrambling to find other spots to enjoy the weather. Restrictions remained in place on Monday because of the ongoing problems. “It was catastrophic. It was utterly ridiculous.
They should have called a porta-potty company, had them down here in an hour and business as usual,” said Jerry Rotonda, a Seaside Park councilman and owner of Bum Rogers and Berkeley Cut Steakhouse. Rotonda expected busy crowds but was left frustrated after an already difficult early summer season. “My daytime revenues were down; my
nighttime revenues were up 60% over last year, so you can see the impact. People drove around for hours looking for parking spaces,” he said. A spokesperson from the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection tells News 12 that backed-up sewer lines caused the issues starting on Saturday, limiting the number of working bathrooms. The
DEP said folks should follow future updates on the state parks' social media pages. But some had not been updated since Sunday morning. RELATED: Island Beach State Park reopens at limited capacity “I had people coming to my house asking if they could use my bathroom. That’s just excessive. That’s my granddaughter’s first Fourth of July. She’s 7
weeks old. It was just really out of hand, people parking in the medians down here,” said Guy Madsen, who lives two blocks from the entrance. Many of the people turned away from Island Beach State Park found themselves at the four blocks of public beaches owned and operated by Berkeley Township. Badge checkers tell News 12 they sold out of
dailies all three days. Lt. Brian Lloyd, of the Berkeley Township Beach Patrol, says they were prepared and more than ready for large crowds and no incidents were reported by the excessive amount of people looking to enjoy the holiday weekend. But outside the gates and on the streets, a different story unfolded, with locals like Madsen wanting
answers. “It would have been great to see some leadership from our top leader who was actually in the park at the time, and it was crickets,” said Madsen. The DEP could not accommodate News 12's request for an interview with staff members at the park and would not provide any further information on the ongoing sewer line issues inside. NJ
inspectors make sure boardwalk games are fairState inspectors descend of Jersey Shore boardwalks to make sure the games that people pay to play are fair on July 1, 2025.Island Beach State Park in Seaside Park has reopened after announcing it would be closed indefinitely Saturday night.The park, with its beaches and amenities, is a popular day
destination in Ocean County for beachgoers.A sewer line blockage issue caused the closure, leaving no operational restrooms, and making it “unsanitary and unsafe to allow visitors into the park.” By Sunday morning shortly after 7:30 a.m., the park announced it would open with limited capacity with some “limited functioning” restrooms
available.The park could close early is “problems” persist, the announcement read. The state was also trying to bring portable toilets to the park.The state said park staff are working to resolve the issue and make repairs, and would update its website and social media pages with updates.The state Department of Environmental Protection's notice
read on its Facebook page at about 11 p.m. Saturday: “We are disappointed to report that the park is experiencing sewer line blockage issues that necessitates closing all restrooms within the park. Public restrooms are required as per the New Jersey Department of Health Public Recreational Bathing Code, and without operational restrooms, it would
be both unsanitary and unsafe to allow visitors into the park.”The beautiful July 4th holiday weekend weather has kept the park busy as it closed due to being filled to capacity on Saturday. Sunday brings what would be another gorgeous beach day with 78° and mostly sunny skies.it also closed on Friday due to capacity. The park operating status map
shows real time open, closed, or closed - filled to capacity status of parks, forests, historic sites, and recreation areas. Park status is determined by day use area capacity. Plan Ahead for "Filled To Capacity" Park Closures The New Jersey State Park system serves a very high volume of visitors during summer weekends and holidays. To ensure the
safety of our visitors and protection of the park’s natural resources and facilities, our park areas have a limited capacity. During periods of high visitation, when a park's capacity is reached, the park will be closed and traffic will be turned away from the park entrance. When that occurs, no additional vehicles / visitors will be allowed to enter the park,
including those with members of their party who may already be in the park. If you are not traveling in the same vehicle with others in your party, we suggest that you all arrive at the same time. When the park is closed because it is filled to capacity, only individuals and groups with shelter and/or camping reservations will be admitted, as parking is
reserved for those purposes. Based on recent experience and visitation trends, and depending on good weather, most of our State park swimming areas will likely fill to capacity and close on Memorial Day and Fourth of July holiday weekends, and other weekends during the summer. Please take this into consideration when planning your trip. Groups
of 20 or more people shall reserve picnic facilities at least five days in advance. Such group use is not permitted on Holidays except as authorized by the Superintendent. Reservations for picnic areas are handled by the individual park area offices. For more information about activities - visit the individual park web pages. Organized Group Picnic with
parking fee in effect Cheesequake, Spruce Run, Washington Crossing - $100 NJ Resident/$150 Non-Resident Organized Group Picnic with no parking fee Bass River, Cheesequake, Parvin, Spruce Run, Voorhees, Washington Crossing - $125 NJ Resident/$175 Non-Resident Organized Group Picnic without separate facilities with parking fee in effect
Bass River, Belleplain, High Point, Stokes, Swartswood - $55 NJ Resident/$65 Non-Resident Organized Group Picnic without separate facilities without parking fee in effect Brendan Byrne, Cape May, Fort Mott, High Point, Stephens, Stokes, Swartswood - $80 NJ Resident/$90 Non-Resident Group Picnic Cancellation Fee 50 percent of Fee Facility
Capacity Playfields*** Playground Equipment*** Shelter ****Bass River State Forest 50 yes yes yes Belleplain State Forest - Area A 100 yes yes yes Belleplain State Forest - Area B 100 yes yes yes Brendan T. Byrne State Forest - Area A 50 no no yes Brendan T. Byrne State Forest - Area B 100 no no yes Cape May Point State Park 60 yes no yes
**Cheesequake State Park - Farry Point 150 yes no yes **Cheesequake State Park - Spring Hill 100 yes yes yes **Cheesequake State Park - New Landing 75 yes no yes Fort Mott State Park 100 yes yes yes High Point State Park - Deer Run 75 no no yes High Point State Park - Shelter #1 75 no yes yes High Point State Park - Shelter #2 75 yes yes yes
**Parvin State Park - Area A 75 yes yes yes **Parvin State Park - Area B 100 yes yes yes Spruce Run Recreation Area 225 no yes yes Stephens State Park 50 yes yes yes Stokes State Forest - Kittle Field 120 yes yes yes Swartswood State Park 100 yes yes yes **Voorhees State Park - Area A 100 yes yes yes **Voorhees State Park - Area B 100 yes yes
yes *Voorhees State Park - Area C 75 yes yes yes Washington Crossing State Park - Greene Grove 125 yes yes yes *Not available on weekends from Memorial Day weekend to Labor Day **Open April 1 through October 31 ***Playfields and Playground Equipment are not exclusive to reservation but may be utilized ****Picnic shelter is not reservable
on Sundays Wednesday Walkers Kittatinny Valley State Park, Visitor Center 16-Jul 8:30 AM Description: 2.5-mile social walk on fairly flat, scenic trails through the park. Age: adults Call (973) 786-6445 or email lynn.groves@dep.nj.gov for more information. Please register at Sturdy, ankle-supporting hiking boots and 2 hiking poles are recommended,
as are "The Ten Essentials": Forest Products Walk 1 Forest Resource Education Center, Tree Nursery 17-Jul 10 AM Description: Walk FREC’s Forest Products trail and learn about the origins of many common & useful products! Our forest naturalist, Duffy, is knowledgeable on many traditional woods-skills and sure to surprise you. Age: all ages. Pre-
registration required. Sunset at Reeve's Bogs Brendan T. Byrne State Forest, Reeve’s Bog 18-Jul 6:30 PM Description: Join us for a 2-mile hike at Reeve’s Bogs and watch the sunset as you learn all about the nighttime creatures of the bogs! Age: all ages. Call (609) 726-1191 or email finn.westphal@dep.nj.gov for more information. Please bring
bugspray/tick repellent and a water bottle. Waterproof or resistant footwear is also recommended. Directions to the meeting location can be found on the Brendan T. Byrne State forest Facebook page. James P. Allaire's Birthday Allaire State Park, Allaire Village 19-Jul 11 AM Description: Come out and Celebrate an important day at the Village - the
BIRTHDAY of our founder, Mr. James P. Allaire! Age: ages 4 and up. $5 per person. Call (732) 938-2371 or email inga.gabliks@dep.nj.gov for more information. Wildlife of Pakim Pond Brendan T. Byrne State Forest, Pakim Pond 19-Jul 10 AM Description: Join us for a half-mile hike at Pakim Pond and learn all about the plants and animals of the
wetlands! This hike is suitable for all ages! Age: all ages. Call (609) 726-1191 or email finn.westphal@dep.nj.gov for more information. Please bring bugspray/tick repellent and a water bottle. All About Trees Cheesequake State Park, Nature center 19-Jul 10 AM Description: Stop by the Nature Center to learn all about the trees! We will learn about
their lifecycle and why trees are important to us, our native wildlife and the environment. The Nature Center is accessible by a short walk from the trail head parking lot. Handicap parking is available directly at the Nature Center. Age: all ages. Call (732) 566-3208 or email nicole.bendixen@dep.nj.gov for more information. Musket Firing
Demonstration Washington Crossing State Park, Visitor Center Museum 19-Jul 2 PM Description: Demonstration includes a history of Washington's Crossing, explanation of battle tactics, overview of how the musket functions and finishes with the firing of the musket. Age: all ages. Call (609) 737-0623 or email clay.craighead@dep.nj.gov for more
information. Weather dependent. The Second Pennsylvania Regiment Visits Batsto Wharton State Forest, Batsto Village Historic Site 19-Jul 11 AM Description: This respected living history group will provide a lively and accurate look at the typical infantry company of the period as the men perform the drill taught by Baron Von Steuben to
Washington's troops at Valley Forge as they stand and fire smoky volleys from their flintlock muskets. At the end of the demonstration, which includes an enthusiastic bayonet charge, the audience will be invited onto the field to talk with the members and see their uniforms and gear firsthand. Several demonstrations are scheduled throughout the
day. Age: all ages. Call (609) 704-1910 or email john.hebble@gmail.com for more information. Public Star Watch Wharton State Forest, Batsto Village Historic Site 19-Jul 8 PM Description: You're invited to a Free Public Star Watch at Batsto, organized by the West Jersey Astronomical Society (WAS). Members of the Society will have telescopes
available for the public to view objects in the night sky. Age: all ages. Call (609) 567-4559 or email alexandria.horan@dep.nj.gov for more information. The event is weather permitting, and visitors are encouraged to check the WAS website () after 1 PM. the day of the event to confirm it is still happening should there be cloudy skies. Wednesday
Walkers Kittatinny Valley State Park, Visitor Center 23-Jul 8:30 AM Description: 2.5-mile social walk on fairly flat, scenic trails through the park. Age: adults Call (973) 786-6445 or email lynn.groves@dep.nj.gov for more information. Please register at Sturdy, ankle-supporting hiking boots and 2 hiking poles are recommended, as are "The Ten
Essentials": Forest Products Walk 2 Forest Resource Education Center, Tree Nursery 24-Jul 10 AM Description: Walk FREC’s Forest Products trail and learn about the origins of many common & useful products! Our forest naturalist, Duffy, is knowledgeable on many traditional woods-skills and sure to surprise you. Age: all ages. Pre-registration
required. Back Deck Forestry & Music Forest Resource Education Center, Education Center 24-Jul 7 PM Description: Join us for an evening of music and learning. The Bluegrass Band, “One Voice”, will provide music for the evening. This is a local band that is sure to entertain. Age: all ages. Pre-registration required. Kit & Caboodle Book Club
Kittatinny Valley State Park, Lake House Cafe, Andover 25-Jul 2 PM Description: Book discussion group for avid readers and bibliophiles. No monthly reading requirements! Bring your favorite reads past or present. Age: adults Call (973) 786-6445 or email lynn.groves@dep.nj.gov for more information. Please register at Come prepared to talk about a
favorite book you've read lately; book swapping is encouraged; BYOTea/coffee Moth Discovery Night 2025 Bulls Island Recreation Area - 2185 Daniel Bray Highway, Stockton, NJ 08559 25-Jul 8:30 pm - 10:30 pm Join us in celebrating the 13th annual National Moth Week in the park after dark! View our tiny flying friends when they come visit our
light. Help collect citizen science data while you learn about the valuable role moths have in our ecosystem. This event is for ages 8 and up, and all minors must be accompanied by an adult. Preregistration is required and this event is free! Please call (609) 397-2949 or email bullsisland@dep.nj.gov to register or for more information. History of the
CCC Brendan T. Byrne State Forest, Pakim Pond 26-Jul 10 AM Description: Learn all about the history of Pakim Pond and the Civilian Conservation Corps on a half-mile hike around Pakim Pond! Age: all ages. Call (609) 726-1191 or email finn.westphal@dep.nj.gov for more information. Please bring bugspray/tick repellent and a water bottle. Snakes of
the Pine Barrens Brendan T. Byrne State Forest, Reeve’s Bog 27-Jul 9 AM Description: Join us on a 3-mile hike around Reeve's Bogs and learn all about the plethora of snake species and reptiles you can find in the NJ Pine Barrens! Age: all ages. Call (609) 726-1191 or email finn.westphal@dep.nj.gov for more information. Please bring bugspray/tick
repellent and a water bottle. Waterproof or resistant footwear is also recommended. Directions to the meeting location can be found on the Brendan T. Byrne State forest Facebook page. Nature School on the Porch Double Trouble State Park, village information building 27-Jul 10 AM Description: Join us for Nature School on the Porch, a cozy,
outdoor learning experience for kids. Age: all Call (609) 726-1191 or email DoubleTrouble@dep.nj.gov for more information. Please dress for the weather and consider bug spray and sunblock. Rain or thunder cancels. “Jersey Girls” of the Civil War: Clara Barton, Cornelia Hancock & Somerville’s Arabella Barlow Wallace House & Old Dutch
Parsonage State Historic Site, United Reformed Church Fellowship Hall, 100 West Main Street, Somerville, NJ 08876 27-Jul 2 PM Description: Join a panel discussion introducing the New Jersey lives of Civil War nurses Clara Barton, Cornelia Hancock and Somerville’s Arabella Barlow and considering opportunities for historic preservation and
heritage tourism to share the stories of the “Jersey Girls” of the Civil War. Age: all ages Please call (908) 725-1015 or email wallacedutch@dep.nj.gov for more information. Made possible by the Wallace House and Old Dutch Parsonage Association with the sponsorship of the New Jersey Council for the Humanities. Wednesday Walkers Kittatinny
Valley State Park, Visitor Center 30-Jul 8:30 AM Description: 2.5-mile social walk on fairly flat, scenic trails through the park. Age: adults Call (973) 786-6445 or email lynn.groves@dep.nj.gov for more information. Please register at Sturdy, ankle-supporting hiking boots and 2 hiking poles are recommended, as are "The Ten Essentials": The Black Bear
and the Bobcat Brendan T. Byrne State Forest, Pakim Pond 2-Aug 9 AM Description: Learn about the previously locally extinct species of BTB that have since been reintroduced into the Pine Barrens on this 2-mile hike down the Cranberry Dot Trail Age: all ages. Call (609) 726-1191 or email finn.westphal@dep.nj.gov for more information. Weather
permitting. We advise participants bring water and bugspray/tick repellent. Musket Firing Demonstration Washington Crossing State Park, Visitor Center Museum 2-Aug 2 PM Description: Demonstration includes a history of Washington's Crossing, explanation of battle tactics, overview of how the musket functions and finishes with the firing of the
musket. Age: all ages. Call (609) 737-0623 or email clay.craighead@dep.nj.gov for more information. Weather dependent. Volunteer Work at Whiteshog Whitesbog Village, General Store 2-Aug 10 AM Description: Join our volunteers in outdoor and indoor projects around the village. You can choose from helping to clear trails and garden paths or
helping to organize our office supplies for our events! See Whitesbog FB page for more information. Village Tour Whitesbog Village, General Store 2-Aug 1 PM Description: Walk the Historic Village trails, learn about Whitesbog's role in history and visit Suningive, the worker's cottage and other museums & landscapes that speak to Whitesbog's
heritage. Age: all ages. $10 per person. See Whitesbog FB page for more information. Nature School on the Porch Double Trouble State Park, village information building 3-Aug 10 AM Description: Join us for Nature School on the Porch, a cozy, outdoor learning experience for kids. Age: all Call (609) 726-1191 or email DoubleTrouble@dep.nj.gov for
more information. Please dress for the weather and consider bug spray and sunblock. Rain or thunder cancels. Ecology of Reeve's Bogs Brendan T. Byrne State Forest, Reeve’s Bogs 9-Aug 9 AM Description: Have you ever wondered what makes the Pine Barrens so unique? Join us on a 2.5-mile hike at Reeve’s Bogs and learn all about the ecology of
the Pines! Age: all ages. Call (609) 726-1191 or email finn.westphal@dep.nj.gov for more information. Weather permitting. We advise participants bring water and bugspray/tick repellent. Mudboots/waterproof shoes are also recommended but not required. Bike Ride Kittatinny Valley State Park, Warbasse Junction parking lot 9-Aug 11:30 AM
Description: The length of the ride will be 17 miles, (round trip), unless a majority of the group chooses to ride less or more. The trail is cinder-based which provides easy, level biking. Age: all ages. Call (973) 887-4332 or email paul rottmann@hotmail.com for more information. Meetup.com (Paulinskill Valley Trail Committee Bike Rides) Bring
your helmet, lunch, and a drink. Parking area is on Warbasse Junction Road 1/2 mile South of intersection with Route 94. GPS Coordinates: 41.085293, -74.699741 See Meetup announcement for detailed directions. Musket Firing Demonstration Washington Crossing State Park, Visitor Center Museum 9-Aug 2 PM Description: Demonstration
includes a history of Washington's Crossing, explanation of battle tactics, overview of how the musket functions and finishes with the firing of the musket. Age: all ages. Call (609) 737-0623 or email clay.craighead@dep.nj.gov for more information. Weather dependent. Moonlight Walk Whitesbog Village, General Store 9-Aug 8 PM Description: Listen
to the night sounds of the Pines, learn about Whitesbog and experience the seasonal changes of the Pinelands. 3-5-mile duration. Age: all ages. $10 per person. See Whitesbog FB page for more information. Weather permitting. Wildlife at Pakim Pond Brendan T. Byrne State Forest, Pakim Pond 10-Aug 9 AM Description: Come learn all about the
ecosystem around Pakim Pond and the diverse wildlife it supports! This half-mile hike is perfect for all ages! Age: all ages. Call (609) 726-1191 or email finn.westphal@dep.nj.gov for more information. Weather permitting. We advise participants bring water and bugspray/tick repellent. Nature School on the Porch Double Trouble State Park, village
information building 10-Aug 10 AM Description: Join us for Nature School on the Porch, a cozy, outdoor learning experience for kids. Age: all Call (609) 726-1191 or email DoubleTrouble@dep.nj.gov for more information. Please dress for the weather and consider bug spray and sunblock. Rain or thunder cancels. Creatures of the Night Brendan T.
Byrne State Forest, Pakim Pond 16-Aug 7 PM Description: Learn all about the nocturnal creatures of BTB on this half-mile hike around Pakim Pond. Beware! The Jersey Devil may be lurking behind any tree! Age: all ages. Call (609) 726-1191 or email finn.westphal@dep.nj.gov for more information. Weather permitting. We advise participants bring
water and bugspray/tick repellent. Outwater's Militia Encampment Washington Crossing State Park, Visitor Center Museum 16-Aug 10 AM Description: Come and see the men of Outwater’s Militia join together and drill in preparation for action against his majesty’s troops. Stroll through the encampment when the men are not drilling and learn about
the life and times of the Revolutionary War. Age: all ages. Call (609) 737-0623 or email clay.craighead@dep.nj.gov for more information. History Kids Club Allaire State Park, Allaire Village General store 17-Aug 1 PM Description: Search for bog iron in the Manasquan River. Age: ages 5-12. $12 per person. Must register online at allairevillage.org.
Call (732) 938-2371 or email info@allairevillage.org for more information. Dress for wading in water Adult Craft Workshop Allaire State Park, Allaire Village General store 17-Aug 2 PM Description: Adult crafting workshop focused on making fabric coil baskets. Age: adults. $25 per person. Must register online at allairevillage.org. Call (732) 938-2371
or email info@allairevillage.org for more information. Snakes of the Pine Barrens Brendan T. Byrne State Forest, Pakim Pond 17-Aug 9 AM Description: Did you know there are more than a dozen different species of snakes in the Pine Barrens? Learn all about our reptilian friends on a 6-mile hike down our Mt. Misery and Cranberry Trails! Age: ages 8
and up. Call (609) 726-1191 or email finn.westphal@dep.nj.gov for more information. Weather permitting. We advise participants bring water and bugspray/tick repellent. Mudboots/waterproof shoes are also recommended but not required. Nature School on the Porch Double Trouble State Park, village information building 17-Aug 10 AM Description:
Join us for Nature School on the Porch, a cozy, outdoor learning experience for kids. Age: all Call (609) 726-1191 or email DoubleTrouble@dep.nj.gov for more information. Please dress for the weather and consider bug spray and sunblock. Rain or thunder cancels. Surviving the Pine Barrens Brendan T. Byrne State Forest, Park office 23-Aug 9 AM
Description: Join us on a 4-mile hike down the Cranberry Dot Trail and learn all about bears, rattlesnakes, and other potential dangers in the Pine Barrens and how to avoid them. Age: ages 8 and up. Call (609) 726-1191 or email finn.westphal@dep.nj.gov for more information. Weather permitting. We advise participants bring water and bugspray/tick
repellent. Songs and Stories of the American Revolution Washington Crossing State Park, Visitor Center Museum 23-Aug 2 PM Description: Dressed in colonial clothing and performing rousing period songs and stories, Matthew Dodd will take you back in time to the days of the American Revolution. Mr. Dodd sings and plays the guitar, banjo,
mandolin and recorder throughout the show. Age: all ages. Call (609) 737-0623 or email clay.craighead@dep.nj.gov for more information. History of the Pine Barrens Brendan T. Byrne State Forest, Park office 30-Aug 9 AM Description: From millions of years ago, to the American Revolution and the Civilian Conservation Corps, learn everything to
know about the history of the Pines on this 6-mile hike down the Red Trail. Age: all ages. Call (609) 726-1191 or email finn.westphal@dep.nj.gov for more information. Weather permitting. We advise participants bring water and bugspray/tick repellent. Ultimate Tree ID Brendan T. Byrne State Forest, Pakim Pond 31-Aug 9 AM Description: Join us at
Pakim Pond for the ULTIMATE tree ID class! Learn how to use a dichotomous key and be able to identify any tree in the Pines! (visit our Facebook page for more details.) Age: ages 10 and up. Call (609) 726-1191 or email finn.westphal@dep.nj.gov for more information. Weather permitting. We advise participants bring water and bugspray/tick
repellent. Hell on the Water: The Prison Ships of Wallabout Bay Washington Crossing State Park, Visitor Center Museum 31-Aug 1 PM Description: Park Seasonal Historian will discuss the conditions and stories of soldiers who were held on the prison ships in Wallabout Bay, Long Island, NY. Age: all ages. Call (609) 737-0623 or email
WCSPmuseumprograms@dep.nj.gov for more information. SEASIDE PARK — One of the Jersey Shore's most popular beach destinations is operating at "limited capacity" on Sunday morningThe New Jersey Division of Parks and Forestry announced the closure of Island Beach State Park on its social media late Saturday night due to a sewage An
update on Sunday morning said the park was open with "limited functioning restrooms" after announcing a full closure via its social media on Saturday night due to "sewer line blockage issues."In an update the agency said that there had been blockages over the past several days which has required the closure of restrooms while staff and outside
contractors worked to identify and repair the issue."Per the New Jersey Department of Health’s Public Recreational Bathing Code, operational restrooms are required to safely allow public access. Without operational restrooms, it would be both unsanitary and unsafe to allow visitors into the park," the agency wrote on its Facebook page. "There are
limited functioning restrooms available at this time; if issues persist systemwide, an early closure may be necessary. Island Beach State Park is working to bring in portable toilets to help accommodate visitors."The 10-mile peninsula between the Atlantic Ocean and Barnegat Bay is normally open for swimming, fishing, hiking, boating and
canoeing.ALSO READ: NJ beach weather and wave: Jersey Shore Report for SundayHot end to the holiday weekendN]J 101.5 Chief Meteorologist Dan Zarrow is expecting a high of 90 with an increase in humidity on Sunday that would have made Island Beach State Park a popular destination to cool off to round out the Fourth of July holiday weekend.
Parking lots are typically full by late morning on a summer weekend.Seaside Heights, Seaside Park and Lavallette are alternative beaches to Island Beach State Park.Map shows locations of Island Beach State Park, Seaside Heights, Seaside Park and LavalletteMap shows locations of Island Beach State Park, Seaside Heights, Seaside Park and
Lavallette (Google Maps/Canva)Report a correction | Contact our newsroomGallery Credit: Dan ZarrowUpdated 6/19/2025 - A complete list of artists you hear every weekend on New Jersey 101.5 that are touring the Garden State in 2025. Locations include venues in New Jersey, New York City, and Philadelphia.All tours are in date order from May
through November, with many artists reappearing on multiple dates for multiple shows. And please make sure to check back often for any any updates, including new or cancelled shows.Gallery Credit: Mike BrantSome very Jersey things that shouldn't be.Gallery Credit: Mike Brant NJ inspectors make sure boardwalk games are fairState inspectors
descend of Jersey Shore boardwalks to make sure the games that people pay to play are fair on July 1, 2025.Island Beach State Park in Seaside Park at the Jersey shore has resumed normal operations, the state announced Tuesday night.The announcement comes after the park was closed briefly and then reopened with limited capacity over the
holiday weekend.The park, with its beaches and amenities, is a popular day destination in Ocean County for Bucks County beachgoers.A sewer line blockage issue caused the initial closure, leaving no operational restrooms, and making it “unsanitary and unsafe to allow visitors into the park.” By Sunday morning shortly after 7:30 a.m., the park
announced it would open with limited capacity with some “limited functioning” restrooms available.The state said Tuesday portable toilets would remain at the park as a precaution, but the sewer system has returned to normal operation after some "troubleshooting."The beautiful July 4th holiday weekend weather kept the park busy as it closed due
to being filled to capacity on Saturday. It also closed Sunday when it hit capacity.As the heatwave continues, visitors should check capacity before heading to the park on the Atlantic Ocean. Daily closures for crowd control are common in the summer. Click on the letter that begins the topic you are looking for. For example, if looking for "Election Law
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bathrooms were previously shut down as staff and outside contractors worked to resolve the issue.News 12 StaffeJul 6, 2025, 10:12 AM+Updated 13 days agolsland Beach State Park in Ocean County reopened at limited capacity Sunday after being closed due to a blocked sewer line. [facebook] /facebook] All bathrooms were previously shut down as
staff and outside contractors worked to resolve the issue. Officials say there are now limited functioning bathrooms available. An early closure may be necessary if the issue persists. Copyright © State of New Jersey, 1996-2025 Department of Environmental Protection P. O. Box 402 Trenton, NJ 08625 609-777-3373 Last Update: July 1, 2021
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