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If	you	are	new	to	Canada,	or	if	you	are	just	visiting,	you	may	be	wondering	about	their	teeth	numbering	system.	Teeth	are	numbered	differently	in	Canada	than	they	are	in	the	United	States.	In	this	article,	we	will	discuss	the	teeth	numbering	chart	in	Canada,	and	provide	some	tips	on	how	to	remember	it!	In	Canada,	theFDI	World	Dental	Federation
notation	is	used	for	numbering	teeth.	Each	tooth	is	given	two	numbers	to	represent	its	location.	The	first	number	is	the	quadrant	in	which	the	tooth	is	located,	and	the	second	number	represents	the	tooths	position	within	that	quadrant.	This	means	that	each	quadrant	(upper	left,	upper	right,	lower	left,	lower	right)	is	numbered	separately.	The	teeth	in
each	quadrant	are	then	numbered	from	front	to	back,	starting	with	the	tooth	closest	to	the	midline	of	your	face.	Teeth	quadrants	are	given	their	names	from	the	patients	perspective.	This	means	that	each	quadrant	is	given	its	name	based	on	its	location	in	relation	to	the	patients	view	of	themselves.	In	adult	teeth,	the	teeth	quadrants	are	numbered	as
follows:	Upper	right	quadrant	(UR):	Quadrant	1Upper	left	quadrant	(UL):	Quadrant	2Lower	left	quadrant	(LL):	Quadrant	3Lower	right	quadrant	(LR):	Quadrant	4	In	baby	teeth,	also	known	as	primary	teeth,	the	teeth	quadrants	are	numbered	differently.	The	teeth	in	the	primary	dentition	are:	Upper	right	quadrant	(UR):	Quadrant	5Upper	left	quadrant
(UL):	Quadrant	6Lower	left	quadrant	(LL):	Quadrant	7Lower	right	quadrant	(LR):	Quadrant	8	The	teeth	in	each	quadrant	are	then	numbered	from	#1-8.	The	tooth	numbers	start	at	the	center	of	the	mouth	and	move	towards	the	back.	Each	number	corresponds	to	a	different	type	of	tooth	in	the	adult	human	body:	In	childrens	teeth	each	number
corresponds	to	the	following:	Now	that	weve	gone	over	the	basics	of	teeth	numbering	in	Canada,	lets	put	it	all	together.	Remember,	the	first	number	will	always	correspond	to	the	quadrant	in	which	the	tooth	is	located.	The	second	number	will	correspond	to	the	type	of	tooth	it	is.	For	example,	tooth	46	is	the	first	molar,	located	in	the	bottom	right
corner	of	your	own	mouth.	From	the	dentists	perspective,	it	would	be	located	in	the	lower	left	quadrant.	In	the	United	States,	teeth	are	numbered	using	a	different	system	without	quadrants,	called	the	universal	number	system.	In	this	case,	each	tooth	is	given	a	unique	number	from	#1-32.	Here,	the	back	right	third	molar	(wisdom	tooth)	is	given	#1.
Teeth	are	then	numbered	consecutively	from	#1-32	as	you	continue	clockwise	around	the	mouth.	Despite	its	name,	the	universal	numbering	system	is	mostly	only	used	in	the	United	States	and	Mexico.	The	FDI	World	Dental	Federation	notation	is	the	internationally	accepted	teeth	numbering	system	used	by	most	countries.	There	is	one	other
exception,	the	United	Kingdom,	which	sometimes	uses	the	more	outdated	palmer	system	of	numbering	teeth.	While	the	Canadian	teeth	numbering	system	may	seem	confusing	at	first,	its	actually	quite	simple	once	you	get	the	hang	of	it.	Just	remember	that	each	quadrant	is	numbered	separately	and	that	the	teeth	within	each	quadrant	are	numbered
from	front	to	back.	With	a	little	practice,	youll	be	able	to	number	teeth	like	a	pro	in	no	time!	The	contents	of	this	website,	such	as	text,	graphics,	images,	and	other	material	are	for	informational	purposes	only	and	are	not	intended	to	be	substituted	for	professional	medical	advice,	diagnosis,	or	treatment.	Nothing	on	this	website	constitutes	the	practice
of	medicine,	law	or	any	other	regulated	profession.	No	two	mouths	are	the	same,	and	each	oral	situation	is	unique.	As	such,	it	isnt	possible	to	give	comprehensive	advice	or	diagnose	oral	conditions	based	on	articles	alone.	The	best	way	to	ensure	youre	getting	the	best	dental	care	possible	is	to	visit	a	dentist	in	person	for	an	examination	and
consultation.	If	you	are	new	to	Canada,	or	if	you	are	just	visiting,	you	may	be	wondering	about	their	teeth	numbering	system.	Teeth	are	numbered	differently	in	Canada	than	they	are	in	the	United	States.	In	this	article,	we	will	discuss	the	teeth	numbering	chart	in	Canada,	and	provide	some	tips	on	how	to	remember	it!	In	Canada,	theFDI	World	Dental
Federation	notation	is	used	for	numbering	teeth.	Each	tooth	is	given	two	numbers	to	represent	its	location.	The	first	number	is	the	quadrant	in	which	the	tooth	is	located,	and	the	second	number	represents	the	tooths	position	within	that	quadrant.	This	means	that	each	quadrant	(upper	left,	upper	right,	lower	left,	lower	right)	is	numbered	separately.
The	teeth	in	each	quadrant	are	then	numbered	from	front	to	back,	starting	with	the	tooth	closest	to	the	midline	of	your	face.	Teeth	quadrants	are	given	their	names	from	the	patients	perspective.	This	means	that	each	quadrant	is	given	its	name	based	on	its	location	in	relation	to	the	patients	view	of	themselves.	In	adult	teeth,	the	teeth	quadrants	are
numbered	as	follows:	Upper	right	quadrant	(UR):	Quadrant	1Upper	left	quadrant	(UL):	Quadrant	2Lower	left	quadrant	(LL):	Quadrant	3Lower	right	quadrant	(LR):	Quadrant	4	In	baby	teeth,	also	known	as	primary	teeth,	the	teeth	quadrants	are	numbered	differently.	The	teeth	in	the	primary	dentition	are:	Upper	right	quadrant	(UR):	Quadrant	5Upper
left	quadrant	(UL):	Quadrant	6Lower	left	quadrant	(LL):	Quadrant	7Lower	right	quadrant	(LR):	Quadrant	8	The	teeth	in	each	quadrant	are	then	numbered	from	#1-8.	The	tooth	numbers	start	at	the	center	of	the	mouth	and	move	towards	the	back.	Each	number	corresponds	to	a	different	type	of	tooth	in	the	adult	human	body:	In	childrens	teeth	each
number	corresponds	to	the	following:	Now	that	weve	gone	over	the	basics	of	teeth	numbering	in	Canada,	lets	put	it	all	together.	Remember,	the	first	number	will	always	correspond	to	the	quadrant	in	which	the	tooth	is	located.	The	second	number	will	correspond	to	the	type	of	tooth	it	is.	For	example,	tooth	46	is	the	first	molar,	located	in	the	bottom
right	corner	of	your	own	mouth.	From	the	dentists	perspective,	it	would	be	located	in	the	lower	left	quadrant.	In	the	United	States,	teeth	are	numbered	using	a	different	system	without	quadrants,	called	the	universal	number	system.	In	this	case,	each	tooth	is	given	a	unique	number	from	#1-32.	Here,	the	back	right	third	molar	(wisdom	tooth)	is	given
#1.	Teeth	are	then	numbered	consecutively	from	#1-32	as	you	continue	clockwise	around	the	mouth.	Despite	its	name,	the	universal	numbering	system	is	mostly	only	used	in	the	United	States	and	Mexico.	The	FDI	World	Dental	Federation	notation	is	the	internationally	accepted	teeth	numbering	system	used	by	most	countries.	There	is	one	other
exception,	the	United	Kingdom,	which	sometimes	uses	the	more	outdated	palmer	system	of	numbering	teeth.	While	the	Canadian	teeth	numbering	system	may	seem	confusing	at	first,	its	actually	quite	simple	once	you	get	the	hang	of	it.	Just	remember	that	each	quadrant	is	numbered	separately	and	that	the	teeth	within	each	quadrant	are	numbered
from	front	to	back.	With	a	little	practice,	youll	be	able	to	number	teeth	like	a	pro	in	no	time!	The	contents	of	this	website,	such	as	text,	graphics,	images,	and	other	material	are	for	informational	purposes	only	and	are	not	intended	to	be	substituted	for	professional	medical	advice,	diagnosis,	or	treatment.	Nothing	on	this	website	constitutes	the	practice
of	medicine,	law	or	any	other	regulated	profession.	No	two	mouths	are	the	same,	and	each	oral	situation	is	unique.	As	such,	it	isnt	possible	to	give	comprehensive	advice	or	diagnose	oral	conditions	based	on	articles	alone.	The	best	way	to	ensure	youre	getting	the	best	dental	care	possible	is	to	visit	a	dentist	in	person	for	an	examination	and
consultation.	Before	learning	about	the	tooth	numbering	system,	it	is	useful	to	know	the	type	of	adult	(permanent)	teeth	one	has	for	better	understanding.	Remember	primary	teeth	are	mainly	baby	teeth	which	includes	all	of	the	teeth	types	below	except	premolars.1.	IncisorsIncisors	are	the	small	but	sharp	teeth	that	one	usually	sees	when	another
person	is	smiling.	They	have	sharp	edges	that	allow	a	person	to	bite	food	items	easily.Every	person	has	two	types	of	incisors:	central	incisor	and	lateral	incisor.	These	are	present	in	the	oral	cavity	in	two	pairs.This	means	every	person	has	4	central	incisors,	two	in	the	upper	part	oral	cavity	and	two	in	the	lower	oral	cavity.	The	same	pattern	follows	for
the	lateral	incisors.2.	CaninesCanines	are	beside	incisors	with	highly	sharp	edges	that	allow	one	to	tear	into	food	items	such	as	chicken.Every	adult	has	two	pairs	of	canines	called	cuspids.	You	can	find	two	cuspids	in	the	upper	oral	cavity	and	two	in	the	lower	cavity,	making	up	a	total	of	four	canines.3.	PremolarsPremolars	are	greater	in	size	than
incisors	and	canines	because	their	main	function	is	grinding	food.	This	is	why	they	have	a	large	surface	area	to	easily	generate	the	force	required	to	chew	food	into	pieces.These	teeth	are	also	known	as	bicuspids	which	are	divided	into:First	bicuspidsSecond	bicuspidsEvery	person	has	two	first	bicuspids	in	their	upper	cavity	and	two	in	their	lower
cavity,	making	a	total	of	four	first	bicuspids.The	same	pattern	follows	for	second	bicuspids.	This	is	why	a	person	has	a	total	of	eight	premolars.4.	MolarsMolars	are	the	largest	and	strongest	teeth	a	person	has.	They	are	also	used	for	grinding	food	and	do	more	work	than	incisors,	canines,	and	premolars.Everyone	has	three	molars	which	are	classified
as:First	molarSecond	molarThird	molar	(Wisdom	Teeth)Two	pairs	of	each	molar	are	present	in	the	upper	and	lower	parts	of	the	oral	cavity.	This	means	every	person	will	have	four	first	molars,	four	second	molars,	and	four	third	molars.	So	every	adult	has	a	total	of	12	molars.Third	molars	are	additional	teeth	that	may	or	may	not	appear	in	ones	life.
This	is	why	theyre	discussed	separately	in	the	next	section.5.	Wisdom	ToothA	wisdom	tooth	is	the	last	to	erupt	in	a	person,	but	it	may	not	be	present	in	every	person.	Sometimes	it	also	causes	high	pain	and	may	have	to	be	extracted	to	offer	pain	relief	from	the	wisdom	tooth.Most	people	usually	get	one	or	two	wisdom	teeth	in	each	quadrant	of	their
mouth.	However,	the	maximum	number	of	wisdom	teeth	a	person	can	get	is	four.FDI	Tooth	Numbering	System	If	you	are	new	to	Canada,	or	if	you	are	just	visiting,	you	may	be	wondering	about	their	teeth	numbering	system.	Teeth	are	numbered	differently	in	Canada	than	they	are	in	the	United	States.	In	this	article,	we	will	discuss	the	teeth
numbering	chart	in	Canada,	and	provide	some	tips	on	how	to	remember	it!	In	Canada,	theFDI	World	Dental	Federation	notation	is	used	for	numbering	teeth.	Each	tooth	is	given	two	numbers	to	represent	its	location.	The	first	number	is	the	quadrant	in	which	the	tooth	is	located,	and	the	second	number	represents	the	tooths	position	within	that
quadrant.	This	means	that	each	quadrant	(upper	left,	upper	right,	lower	left,	lower	right)	is	numbered	separately.	The	teeth	in	each	quadrant	are	then	numbered	from	front	to	back,	starting	with	the	tooth	closest	to	the	midline	of	your	face.	Teeth	quadrants	are	given	their	names	from	the	patients	perspective.	This	means	that	each	quadrant	is	given	its
name	based	on	its	location	in	relation	to	the	patients	view	of	themselves.	In	adult	teeth,	the	teeth	quadrants	are	numbered	as	follows:	Upper	right	quadrant	(UR):	Quadrant	1Upper	left	quadrant	(UL):	Quadrant	2Lower	left	quadrant	(LL):	Quadrant	3Lower	right	quadrant	(LR):	Quadrant	4	In	baby	teeth,	also	known	as	primary	teeth,	the	teeth	quadrants
are	numbered	differently.	The	teeth	in	the	primary	dentition	are:	Upper	right	quadrant	(UR):	Quadrant	5Upper	left	quadrant	(UL):	Quadrant	6Lower	left	quadrant	(LL):	Quadrant	7Lower	right	quadrant	(LR):	Quadrant	8	The	teeth	in	each	quadrant	are	then	numbered	from	#1-8.	The	tooth	numbers	start	at	the	center	of	the	mouth	and	move	towards	the
back.	Each	number	corresponds	to	a	different	type	of	tooth	in	the	adult	human	body:	In	childrens	teeth	each	number	corresponds	to	the	following:	Now	that	weve	gone	over	the	basics	of	teeth	numbering	in	Canada,	lets	put	it	all	together.	Remember,	the	first	number	will	always	correspond	to	the	quadrant	in	which	the	tooth	is	located.	The	second
number	will	correspond	to	the	type	of	tooth	it	is.	For	example,	tooth	46	is	the	first	molar,	located	in	the	bottom	right	corner	of	your	own	mouth.	From	the	dentists	perspective,	it	would	be	located	in	the	lower	left	quadrant.	In	the	United	States,	teeth	are	numbered	using	a	different	system	without	quadrants,	called	the	universal	number	system.	In	this
case,	each	tooth	is	given	a	unique	number	from	#1-32.	Here,	the	back	right	third	molar	(wisdom	tooth)	is	given	#1.	Teeth	are	then	numbered	consecutively	from	#1-32	as	you	continue	clockwise	around	the	mouth.	Despite	its	name,	the	universal	numbering	system	is	mostly	only	used	in	the	United	States	and	Mexico.	The	FDI	World	Dental	Federation
notation	is	the	internationally	accepted	teeth	numbering	system	used	by	most	countries.	There	is	one	other	exception,	the	United	Kingdom,	which	sometimes	uses	the	more	outdated	palmer	system	of	numbering	teeth.	While	the	Canadian	teeth	numbering	system	may	seem	confusing	at	first,	its	actually	quite	simple	once	you	get	the	hang	of	it.	Just
remember	that	each	quadrant	is	numbered	separately	and	that	the	teeth	within	each	quadrant	are	numbered	from	front	to	back.	With	a	little	practice,	youll	be	able	to	number	teeth	like	a	pro	in	no	time!	The	contents	of	this	website,	such	as	text,	graphics,	images,	and	other	material	are	for	informational	purposes	only	and	are	not	intended	to	be
substituted	for	professional	medical	advice,	diagnosis,	or	treatment.	Nothing	on	this	website	constitutes	the	practice	of	medicine,	law	or	any	other	regulated	profession.	No	two	mouths	are	the	same,	and	each	oral	situation	is	unique.	As	such,	it	isnt	possible	to	give	comprehensive	advice	or	diagnose	oral	conditions	based	on	articles	alone.	The	best	way
to	ensure	youre	getting	the	best	dental	care	possible	is	to	visit	a	dentist	in	person	for	an	examination	and	consultation.	[vc_row][vc_column][vc_column_text]	Dr.	Taha	Jomha,	BMed	Sci,	DDSHave	you	ever	wanted	to	know	what	the	dentist	is	talking	about	when	he	is	reading	out	a	bunch	of	random	numbers?	This	post	will	discuss	the	tooth	numbering
system	that	dentists	use	in	Canada.	I	will	also	discussbrieflythe	surfaces	of	teeth.The	mouth	is	divided	into	4	sections	that	we	call	quadrants.	Quadrant	1	is	the	upper	right,	2	is	the	upper	left,	3	is	the	lower	left,	and	4	is	the	lower	right.	If	you	were	facing	a	person	then	quadrant	1	is	YOUR	upper	left	and	then	go	clockwise	and	you	are	going	2,	3,
4.Within	each	quadrant	of	your	mouth	there	are	8	teeth.	Teeth	1	and	2	are	the	incisors.	3	is	the	canine	(cuspid).	4	and	5	are	bicuspids.	6,	7,	and	8	are	molars.	The	6	is	your	6	year	molar,	the	7	your	12	year	molar,	and	the	8	is	your	wisdom	tooth.Identifying	a	tooth	is	easy.	All	tooth	numbers	are	a	combination	of	the	quadrant	and	then	the	tooth	number.
For	example,	tooth	number	14	would	be	the	upper	right	bicuspid.	Tooth	21	is	the	first	incisor	on	the	top	left.	How	about	your	bottom	right	wisdom	tooth?	This	would	be	tooth	number	48.There	are	4	additional	quadrants	used	in	dentistry.	These	are	used	to	identify	primary	or	baby	teeth.	Quadrant	5	is	the	baby	tooth	version	of	quadrant	1.	Quadrant6	is
the	baby	tooth	version	of	quadrant	2	and	so	on	and	so	forth.	For	example	if	you	were	referring	to	tooth	51,	this	is	the	baby	first	incisor.	Including	wisdom	teeth	there	are	32	adult	teeth	and	20	baby	teeth.In	addition	to	tooth	numbers	dentists	also	describe	a	tooth	or	filling	by	its	surfaces.	A	tooth	has	the	following	services:M	mesial,	the	front	of	the
toothD	distal,	the	back	of	the	toothO	occlusal,	the	top	of	the	toothB	buccal,	the	outside	surface	of	the	tooth	(facing	cheek)L	lingual,	the	inside	surface	of	the	tooth	(facing	tongue)For	example	if	your	dentist	says	you	need	a	filling	16MOD.	This	means	that	the	filling	is	on	the	top	right	first	molar,	and	the	mesial,	occlusal,	and	distal	surfaces	are
involved.For	more	information,	please	write	to:17727	98A	Ave	NWEdmonton,	ABT5T	5W8	[/vc_column_text][/vc_column][/vc_row][vc_row][vc_column][dt_blog_list	layout=side_overlap	si_content_align=list	dis_posts_total=6	category=5][/vc_column][/vc_row]	1.	Quadrant	Clues	in	ISO/FDIIn	Canadian	tooth	numbering,	the	first	digit	of	a	tooth	number
(e.g.,	3	in	36)	indicates	the	quadrant.	So,	quadrant	1	is	the	upper	right,	quadrant	2	is	upper	left,	and	so	on.	In	contrast,	Universal	numbers	(132)	offer	no	quadrant	info.2.	Primary	Teeth	ConfusionFor	baby	teeth,	Canada	uses	numbers	5185	(quadrants	58),	while	the	US	system	uses	uppercase	letters	AT.	This	difference	can	cause	confusion	in	pediatric
treatment	plans	across	borders.3.	Wisdom	Tooth	DiscrepancyWhat	Canada	calls	tooth	48	(lower	right	wisdom	tooth),	the	US	calls	number	32.	This	matters	for	travelers	needing	emergency	extractions.4.	Tooth	15	Mix-UpTooth	15	in	ISO/FDI	is	an	upper	left	premolar,	but	in	the	Universal	system,	15	is	an	upper	left	second	molar.	This	mix-up	often
occurs	in	referrals	and	chart	transfers.5.	Supernumerary	Tooth	LabelingExtra	or	unexpected	human	teeth	are	labeled	as	11x	or	similar	in	Canada.	In	the	US,	they	might	be	labeled	with	number	33	or	marked	with	asterisks,making	consistent	charting	tricky.6.	Military	Dental	ProtocolsDental	professionals	in	NATO	forces	are	trained	in	both	systems.
They	need	to	know	ISO/FDIs	36	(lower	left	molar)	equals	Universals	19.7.	Software	Risks	in	Canadian	ClinicsCanadian	practices	using	US-made	dental	software	might	accidentally	chart	ISO/FDIs	41	(lower	right	incisor)	as	Universals	25.	This	leads	to	number	chart	mismatches	and	potential	errors.8.	Third	Molar	NumberingUniversal	begins	with	the
upper	right	wisdom	tooth	(number	1),	while	ISO/FDI	ends	each	quadrant	with	it	(e.g.,	18,	28,	38,	48).	Knowing	your	tooth	chart	avoids	confusion.9.	Palmer	Notation	Still	LivesSome	Canadian	charts	still	use	Palmer	notation	symbols	like	for	upper	right.	This	hybrid	approach	can	confuse	patients	unfamiliar	with	that	notation	system.10.	Braces	&
Orthodontic	ConflictsA	treatment	plan	referencing	ISO/FDIs	13	(upper	right	canine)	equals	6	in	the	US	system.	Thats	a	big	deal	when	sending	cross-border	ortho	records.11.	Forensic	Identification	ChallengesIf	a	body	is	identified	in	Canada	with	tooth	36,	a	US	team	might	log	that	as	number	19,slowing	down	identification	in	forensic	cases.12.	Partial
Denture	SimplicityISO/FDI	simplifies	partial	denture	codes,saying	1418	for	a	quadrant.	Universal	requires	listing	each	tooth	individually,	adding	steps	to	the	treatment	plan.13.	Gum	Disease	TrackingCanadian	dentists	document	gum	issues	by	quadrant,	like	3133	inflammation,	giving	a	clear	idea	of	the	affected	surface	of	the	tooth,which	is	lost	in
Universals	linear	approach.14.	Historical	Roots	of	NumberingUniversal	dates	back	to	the	1880s	in	America.	ISO/FDI,	now	the	World	Dental	Federation	notation,	was	introduced	in	the	1970s	to	standardize	global	dental	care.15.	Emergency	Misdiagnoses	While	TravelingA	tourist	with	tooth	47	pain	might	confuse	a	US	dentist,	who	stops	at	number	32.
Knowing	both	systems	can	speed	up	care.16.	Mixed	Dentition	ClarityISO/FDI	separates	primary	(58)	and	permanent	teeth	(14).	Universals	mix	of	uppercase	letters	and	numbers	can	confuse	those	unfamiliar	with	the	tooth	numbering	system.17.	Charting	Starts	From	OppositesThe	tooth	chart	for	ISO/FDI	starts	with	the	upper	right	central	incisor	(11),
while	Universal	starts	from	the	upper	right	third	molar	(number	1).	They	move	in	opposite	directions.18.	Periodontal	PrecisionISO/FDI	tooth	numbers,	like	41	(lower	right	incisor),	tell	you	exactly	where	a	gum	issue	is.	That	helps	pinpoint	the	surface	of	the	tooth	needing	care.19.	Dental	Archaeology	ConflictsTeeth	from	archaeological	digs	in	Canada
are	cataloged	with	ISO/FDI	codes.	US	specimens	are	logged	with	Universal	codes,affecting	research	on	ancient	human	teeth.20.	Learning	Both	SystemsDentists	often	memorize	Universal	as	132	clockwise	and	ISO/FDI	by	quadrant	+	position.	Learning	both	improves	communication	and	global	dental	care	consistency.21.	Dont	Forget	Number	17In	the
Universal	system,	number	17	refers	to	the	lower	left	wisdom	tooth.	In	ISO/FDI,	that	same	tooth	is	numbered	38.	A	simple	mistake	here	could	throw	off	a	treatment	plan	entirely.	If	you	are	new	to	Canada,	or	if	you	are	just	visiting,	you	may	be	wondering	about	their	teeth	numbering	system.	Teeth	are	numbered	differently	in	Canada	than	they	are	in	the
United	States.	In	this	article,	we	will	discuss	the	teeth	numbering	chart	in	Canada,	and	provide	some	tips	on	how	to	remember	it!	In	Canada,	theFDI	World	Dental	Federation	notation	is	used	for	numbering	teeth.	Each	tooth	is	given	two	numbers	to	represent	its	location.	The	first	number	is	the	quadrant	in	which	the	tooth	is	located,	and	the	second
number	represents	the	tooths	position	within	that	quadrant.	This	means	that	each	quadrant	(upper	left,	upper	right,	lower	left,	lower	right)	is	numbered	separately.	The	teeth	in	each	quadrant	are	then	numbered	from	front	to	back,	starting	with	the	tooth	closest	to	the	midline	of	your	face.	Teeth	quadrants	are	given	their	names	from	the	patients
perspective.	This	means	that	each	quadrant	is	given	its	name	based	on	its	location	in	relation	to	the	patients	view	of	themselves.	In	adult	teeth,	the	teeth	quadrants	are	numbered	as	follows:	Upper	right	quadrant	(UR):	Quadrant	1Upper	left	quadrant	(UL):	Quadrant	2Lower	left	quadrant	(LL):	Quadrant	3Lower	right	quadrant	(LR):	Quadrant	4	In	baby
teeth,	also	known	as	primary	teeth,	the	teeth	quadrants	are	numbered	differently.	The	teeth	in	the	primary	dentition	are:	Upper	right	quadrant	(UR):	Quadrant	5Upper	left	quadrant	(UL):	Quadrant	6Lower	left	quadrant	(LL):	Quadrant	7Lower	right	quadrant	(LR):	Quadrant	8	The	teeth	in	each	quadrant	are	then	numbered	from	#1-8.	The	tooth
numbers	start	at	the	center	of	the	mouth	and	move	towards	the	back.	Each	number	corresponds	to	a	different	type	of	tooth	in	the	adult	human	body:	In	childrens	teeth	each	number	corresponds	to	the	following:	Now	that	weve	gone	over	the	basics	of	teeth	numbering	in	Canada,	lets	put	it	all	together.	Remember,	the	first	number	will	always
correspond	to	the	quadrant	in	which	the	tooth	is	located.	The	second	number	will	correspond	to	the	type	of	tooth	it	is.	For	example,	tooth	46	is	the	first	molar,	located	in	the	bottom	right	corner	of	your	own	mouth.	From	the	dentists	perspective,	it	would	be	located	in	the	lower	left	quadrant.	In	the	United	States,	teeth	are	numbered	using	a	different
system	without	quadrants,	called	the	universal	number	system.	In	this	case,	each	tooth	is	given	a	unique	number	from	#1-32.	Here,	the	back	right	third	molar	(wisdom	tooth)	is	given	#1.	Teeth	are	then	numbered	consecutively	from	#1-32	as	you	continue	clockwise	around	the	mouth.	Despite	its	name,	the	universal	numbering	system	is	mostly	only
used	in	the	United	States	and	Mexico.	The	FDI	World	Dental	Federation	notation	is	the	internationally	accepted	teeth	numbering	system	used	by	most	countries.	There	is	one	other	exception,	the	United	Kingdom,	which	sometimes	uses	the	more	outdated	palmer	system	of	numbering	teeth.	While	the	Canadian	teeth	numbering	system	may	seem
confusing	at	first,	its	actually	quite	simple	once	you	get	the	hang	of	it.	Just	remember	that	each	quadrant	is	numbered	separately	and	that	the	teeth	within	each	quadrant	are	numbered	from	front	to	back.	With	a	little	practice,	youll	be	able	to	number	teeth	like	a	pro	in	no	time!	The	contents	of	this	website,	such	as	text,	graphics,	images,	and	other
material	are	for	informational	purposes	only	and	are	not	intended	to	be	substituted	for	professional	medical	advice,	diagnosis,	or	treatment.	Nothing	on	this	website	constitutes	the	practice	of	medicine,	law	or	any	other	regulated	profession.	No	two	mouths	are	the	same,	and	each	oral	situation	is	unique.	As	such,	it	isnt	possible	to	give	comprehensive
advice	or	diagnose	oral	conditions	based	on	articles	alone.	The	best	way	to	ensure	youre	getting	the	best	dental	care	possible	is	to	visit	a	dentist	in	person	for	an	examination	and	consultation.	
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