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Step-time	and	real-time	MIDI	input,	and	a	built-in	virtual	piano	keyboard.	Or	type	the	notes	in,	or	click	with	the	mouse.	Transpose	a	selected	passage	to	any	key,	or	by	any	interval—or	even	transpose	diatonically	within	the	same	key.	Send	scrolling	sheet	music	videos	to	YouTube,	with	the	notes	highlighted	in	the	score	as	they	sound—and	highlighted
on	a	virtual	keyboard	below.	Pedaling,	fingering,	cross-staff	beaming—you	name	it.	Everything	needed	to	write	piano	sheet	music	is	here.	Playback	of	almost	all	notation	elements	Support	for	third-party	SFZ	and	SF2	sound	libraries	Style	rules	apply	to	the	whole	score	at	once	Total	control	of	every	score	element’s	position	Support	for	solo+piano	(add
small	staff	with	different	instrument)	Support	for	cadenzas	(smaller	notes	and	variable	length	measures)	Continuous	View	displays	score	as	endless	ribbon,	with	no	layout	breaks	Easy-to-use	and	customizable	interface	Import	from	other	music	notation	software	via	MusicXML	Share	music	online	with	musescore.com	Rehearse	on	the	go	with
MuseScore	mobile	apps	Full-featured	desktop	software	free	for	Mac,	Windows,	and	Linux	Before	creating	a	new	topic	or	issue,	read	How	and	where	to	ask	for	support	first,	make	sure	your	issue	is	not	solely	related	to	musescore.com	as	volunteers	here	cannot	help	you	with	that,	MuseScore	the	desktop	software	is	an	open	source	project	(wikipedia)
developed	and	supported	by	non	paid	volunteers	and	managed	by	Muse	Group	employees,	source.	to	see	if	your	problem	has	been	posted,	answered	or	documented	already.	Handbook	Find	out	everything	there	is	to	know	about	MuseScore	and	how	to	use	it.	Forum	Instantly	ask	The	MuseScore	Community	for	help.	Tutorials	Get	in-depth	details	on
specific	areas	of	MuseScore.	How	To's	Quick	tips	on	how	to	use	MuseScore.	Services	Ask	notation	experts	for	help.	FAQ	Read	the	frequently	asked	questions.	Accessibility	For	blind	or	visually	impaired	MuseScore	4	users.	Professional	musicnotation	software	Completely	free,no	limitations	Transfer	to	and	from	other	programs	via	MusicXML,	MIDI	and
more	LinkedIn	and	3rd	parties	use	essential	and	non-essential	cookies	to	provide,	secure,	analyze	and	improve	our	Services,	and	to	show	you	relevant	ads	(including	professional	and	job	ads)	on	and	off	LinkedIn.	Learn	more	in	our	Cookie	Policy.Select	Accept	to	consent	or	Reject	to	decline	non-essential	cookies	for	this	use.	You	can	update	your
choices	at	any	time	in	your	settings.	Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	—	You	must	give
appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No
additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The
license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Music	notation	software	has	made	the	composition	process	a	lot	easier,	allowing	you	to	digitally	create,	edit,	and	print	sheet	music	easily.	Music	writing	software
programs	can	be	extremely	helpful	tools	for	composing	software	and	writing	music.	No	matter	your	skill	level	or	experience,	there	is	a	music	writing	software	program	out	there	that	will	fit	your	needs.	(Windows/Mac/Linux)	Available	for	FREE	on	Windows	and	Mac	OS,	along	with	a	great	visual	interface,	MuseScore	4	is	a	top	choice	for	many	music
writers	and	composers.	That’s	just	the	start	–	its	easy	access	to	input	tools	and	in-depth	information	on	the	notes	make	it	even	better.	It	also	allows	you	to	import	MIDI	and	MusicXML	files.	Additionally,	MuseScore	4	includes	samples	to	try	out	or	integrate	into	your	compositions.	Free	download	Easy	to	use	Easy	import/export	(Windows/Mac/iOS)
Known	for	its	easy-to-use	and	wide	range	of	templates,	Sibelius	can	kick-start	your	imagination	when	you	are	stuck	in	a	creative	rut.	The	software	offers	various	versions,	including	a	free	version,	a	paid	sixteen-instrument	version,	and	a	paid	full	unlimited	version,	providing	users	with	several	options	to	choose	from.	It	also	provides	a	cloud	option	for
storage	and	sharing	purposes.	Sibelius	First	is	suitable	for	composing	music	with	up	to	4	instruments,	making	it	more	than	sufficient.	Plus,	with	the	latest	update,	Sibelius	integrated	AI	technology	into	the	software,	allowing	you	to	compose	and	input	chords	into	your	score	impressively	easily	and	quickly.	Easy	to	use	and	enter	notes	Easy	composition
sharing	No	graphic	image	score	saving	The	limited	version	is	priced	affordably	(Online)	Noteflight	is	a	user-friendly	music	notation	program	that	provides	a	smooth	performance.	It	is	suitable	for	both	songwriters	and	composers	and	offers	various	features	that	allow	customization.	The	program	is	compatible	with	devices	like	iPhones,	Windows,	and
Android.	Noteflight	provides	an	online	platform	allowing	users	to	share	their	compositions	and	collaborate	in	real-time.	Its	compatibility	with	learning	systems	like	Google	Classroom	makes	it	an	advantageous	tool	for	students	and	educators.		Noteflight	has	a	free	version	that	you	can	use	to	create	up	to	10	music	scores	with	basic	notation	features.
You	need	a	paid	subscription	for	unlimited	access	and	a	set	of	premium	tools	for	notation,	editing,	and	playback.	Additionally,	the	program	has	an	online	community	that	facilitates	discussions	among	its	users.	Free	and	Remote	use	Easy	sharing	To	get	‘unlimited’	features,	you	need	a	paid	subscription	or	lifetime	license.	(Windows)	The	QuickScore
Elite	Level	II	allows	for	unique	audio	and	MIDI	editing	to	give	the	users	room	for	creativity.	The	latest	update	is	compatible	with	the	VST	plugin	and	instruments.	The	QuickScore	Elite	is	great	for	recording,	synchronization,	playback,	and	audio	mixing,	which	makes	it	a	creative	hub	for	all	kinds	of	music	notation	and	alterations.	Extensive	editing
options	Easy	edit	and	record	(Windows/Mac/IOS)	Notion	6	is	an	extremely	compatible	and	accessible	software	supported	with	the	MIDI	device.	It	allows	swift	input	of	MIDI	notes	from	your	keyboard	and	virtual	guitar/piano.	A	wide	instrumental	library,	exquisite	design,	and	composition-friendly	interface	make	it	a	winning	performer	that	too	without
an	intrusive	manual.	Although	the	software	is	a	little	on	the	pricier	side,	the	investment	is	worth	it	if	you	are	serious	about	music	writing.	Artists	like	the	Wooten	brothers	and	the	London	Symphony	Orchestra	have	chosen	this	software	for	their	recordings.	Very	good	editing	options	Comprehensive	platform	Extremely	detailed	(Windows)	The	Finale
PrintMusic	is	another	application	that	offers	splendid	features,	which	include	easy	navigation,	note	entry	tools,	and	editing	options.	Nicknamed	the	‘Human	Playback,’	the	Finale	PrintMusic	provides	instrumental	playbacks	that	are	very	close	to	reality,	like	strings,	percussion,	and	horns.	There	are	two	software	Finale	provides.	The	first	one	is	Finale
Printmusic,	which	comes	only	for	Windows	and	has	limited	features	compared	to	the	second	software	called	Finale.	Finale	is	compatible	with	Mac	and	Windows	and	has	more	music	composition,	editing,	listening,	and	sharing	options.	You	can	upgrade	PrintMusic	to	Finale	anytime	you	want.	Supports	PDF,	graphic	files,	and	MP3	with	easy	exports
Affordable	price	for	Printmusic	PrintMusic	is	only	available	for	Windows	(Windows)	MagicScore	Maestro	is	another	writing	software	application	with	a	good	arsenal	for	notation,	editing,	and	composing.	It	also	offers	virtual	piano	as	a	top-notch	feature,	editing	velocities,	and	many	templates.	MagicScore	Maestro	8	also	contains	shortcuts	for	easy
accessibility.	You	can	either	buy	the	full	software	license	for	lifetime	access	or	subscribe	monthly,	quarterly,	or	annually.	Save	scores	to	Audio	Files	Fast	input	tool	(Windows/Mac/iOS)	Dorico	Pro	5	is	made	by	Steinberg,	the	maker	of	the	VST	plugin	standard,	and	the	maker	of	Cubase,	the	well-known	DAW.	Its	professional	design	and	easy-to-use
interface	are	impressive.	Furthermore,	Dorico	Pro	5	provides	a	smart	layout	and	instrumental	adjustments	while	you	write	and	compose	with	a	vast	playback	library	of	almost	1500	sounds.		There	are	options	for	Dorico	SE,	Dorico	Elements,	Dorico	Pro,	and	Dorico	for	iPad.	SE	and	iPad	are	the	free	versions,	which	allow	you	to	write	music	with	up	to
eight	players.	Elements	is	the	first	paid	version	and	allows	users	to	compose	and	arrange	music	for	ensembles	of	any	size.	If	you	want	full-featured,	completely	professional	music	notation	software,	there	is	the	Pro	version,	which	comes	for	the	highest	price.	For	Best	automatic	engraving	Piano	roll	MIDI	editor	Import	and	export	to	and	from	other
programs	via	MusicXML,	MIDI,	PDF,	etc.	DTP	page	layout	(Windows/Mac/Linux)	Denemo	is	a	free	music	notation	software	that	works	with	Lilypond	music	engraver	to	enter	notation	and	transcribe	scores	quickly.		You	can	use	your	computer’s	keyboard,	a	MIDI	keyboard,	or	an	instrument	through	a	mic	plugged	into	the	computer	and	play	music,	and
Denemo	with	Lilypond	will	transcribe	the	notation	to	the	sheet.	It	is	a	great	program	to	learn	notation	for	beginners.	Also,	it	is	a	great	tool	for	seasoned	musicians	to	transcribe	music	in	a	quick	and	easy	way.	Free	to	use	Great	score	transcription	Useful	for	beginners	as	well	as	veterans	(Windows)	Forte	12	sports	a	highly	intuitive	interface	and
workflow	that	makes	writing	music	a	breeze.	The	software	also	includes	a	companion	reader	app	in	addition	to	the	new	and	improved	music	ribbon	at	your	disposal	that	includes	every	editing	that	you	will	need	from	start	to	finish.	The	software	also	allows	varied	note	inputs	such	as	your	computer	keyboard,	MIDI	keyboard,	or	virtual	piano.	Forte	11
offers	basic,	home,	and	premium	versions,	whereas	the	first	one	is	more	suited	toward	beginners,	while	the	last	one	is	more	for	musicians	with	advanced	skill	sets.	Incompatible	with	Mac	OS	Smooth	workflow	Well	designed	interface	Music	notation	and	composition	software	have	revolutionized	the	way	musicians	create,	edit,	and	share	their	music.
However,	there	are	still	some	limitations	to	these	tools,	and	they’re	best	used	as	an	automated	assistant	where	possible.	Keep	in	mind	that	music	notation	and	composition	software	are	reliant	on	your	musical	skills	to	some	degree.	While	these	tools	can	simplify	the	process	of	creating	and	editing	music,	they	still	require	an	understanding	of	music
theory.	Music	notation	and	composition	software	programs	can	be	useful	tools	for	composers	to	write	and	organize	their	musical	ideas.	These	programs	offer	features	such	as	easy	navigation,	note-entry	tools,	and	editing	options	that	can	aid	the	composition	process.	While	some	of	these	programs	may	have	a	high	price	tag,	they	can	be	worth	the
investment	if	you	are	committed	to	music	writing.	With	numerous	options	available,	it	is	important	to	find	the	music	writing	software	that	meets	your	specific	requirements.	Fortunately,	this	list	provides	a	useful	starting	point	for	selecting	the	program	that	suits	your	needs.	Music	notation	and	composition	software	MuseScore	is	an	open	source	and
free	music	notation	software.	For	support,	contribution,	and	bug	reports	visit	MuseScore.org.	Fork	and	make	pull	requests!	WYSIWYG	design,	notes	are	entered	on	a	"virtual	notepaper"	TrueType	font(s)	for	printing	&	display	allows	for	high	quality	scaling	to	all	sizes	Easy	&	fast	note	entry	Many	editing	functions	MusicXML	import/export	MIDI	(SMF)
import/export	MEI	import/export	MuseData	import	MIDI	input	for	note	entry	Integrated	sequencer	and	software	synthesizer	to	play	the	score	Print	or	create	PDF	files	MuseScore	is	licensed	under	GPL	version	3.0.	See	license	file	in	the	same	directory.	See	Code	Structure	on	Wiki	Read	the	Compilation	section	of	the	MuseScore	Wiki	for	a	complete
build	walkthrough	and	a	list	of	dependencies.	If	using	git	to	download	repo	of	entire	code	history,	type:	git	clone	cd	MuseScore	Otherwise,	you	can	just	download	the	latest	source	release	tarball	from	the	Releases	page,	and	then	from	your	download	directory	type:	tar	xzf	MuseScore-x.x.x.tar.gz	cd	MuseScore-x.x.x	To	compile	MuseScore	for	release,
type:	cmake	-P	build.cmake	-DCMAKE_BUILD_TYPE=Release	If	something	goes	wrong,	append	the	word	"clean"	to	the	above	command	to	delete	the	build	subdirectory:	cmake	-P	build.cmake	-DCMAKE_BUILD_TYPE=Release	clean	Then	try	running	the	first	command	again.	To	start	MuseScore,	type:	cmake	-P	build.cmake	-
DCMAKE_BUILD_TYPE=Release	run	Or	run	the	compiled	executable	directly.	A	debug	version	can	be	built	and	run	by	replacing	-DCMAKE_BUILD_TYPE=Release	with	-DCMAKE_BUILD_TYPE=Debug	in	the	above	commands.	If	you	omit	the	-DCMAKE_BUILD_TYPE	option	entirely	then	RelWithDebInfo	is	used	by	default,	as	it	provides	a	useful
compromise	between	Release	and	Debug.	See	the	Unit	tests	section	of	the	MuseScore	Wiki	for	instructions	on	how	to	run	the	test	suite.	Run	./hooks/install.sh	to	install	a	pre-commit	hook	that	will	format	your	staged	files.	Requires	that	you	install	uncrustify.	If	you	have	problems,	please	report	them.	To	uninstall,	run	./hooks/uninstall.sh.	Professional
musicnotation	software	Completely	free,no	limitations	Transfer	to	and	from	other	programs	via	MusicXML,	MIDI	and	more


