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Timing	is	everything	when	it	comes	to	ensuring	a	successful	harvest.	And	as	a	seriously	versatile	addition	to	any	garden,	learning	when	to	plant	broad	beans	could	be	the	make	or	break	for	a	bumper	crop.Not	only	do	they	boast	a	buttery	texture	and	nutty	flavour,	but	when	you	know	how	to	grow	broad	beans	correctly	and	at	the	right	time,	they're	a
cinch	to	tend	to	once	they	gain	momentum.Plant	too	early,	and	you	risk	frost	damage;	plant	too	late,	and	you	may	miss	the	prime	growing	window.	But	fear	not	with	a	bit	of	know-how,	you	can	enjoy	a	steady	supply	of	these	versatile	legumes	in	even	a	small	vegetable	garden.You	may	like	These	hardy	plants	can	slot	seamlessly	into	your	planting
schedule	or	crop	rotation.	But	when	exactly	should	you	sow	them?	Well,	it	depends	on	whether	you're	after	an	early	spring	harvest	or	a	steady	summer	crop	and	your	choice	of	variety	plays	a	big	role	too.One	of	the	best	things	about	broad	beans	is	their	adaptability.	Unlike	many	vegetables,	they	thrive	in	cooler	conditions,	making	them	ideal	for	our
often	unpredictable	UK	weather.This	is	echoed	by	the	gardening	expert	Graham	Smith	MCIHort	at	LBS	Horticulture,	who	says,	'Broad	beans	can	be	sown	at	various	times	throughout	spring	and	autumn	in	the	UK,	depending	on	the	conditions	and	the	variety	of	beans	that	you	are	growing.''The	beans	can	be	sown	indoors	or	outdoors	with	protection	in
late	winter,	or	outdoors	without	protection	in	spring.	They	can	be	sown	in	pots	under	cover	from	February	onwards,	and	then	planted	out	in	spring.'When	to	plant	broad	beansIdeally,	the	best	time	to	sow	broad	bean	seeds	depends	on	climate	but	it's	usually	advised	to	wait	until	the	milder	spring	months,	from	January	onwards.	And	it	depends	more	on
whether	you're	looking	for	an	early	or	late	crop.	This	makes	them	one	of	the	best	vegetables	to	grow	in	January.In	milder	regions,	autumn	planting,	from	late	October	to	early	November,	is	ideal,	allowing	the	beans	to	establish	before	winter	and	leap	into	action	come	spring.	However,	for	those	in	frost-prone	areas	like	most	of	the	UK,	sowing	them
from	January	to	mid-March,	is	a	safer	bet.Morris	Hankinson,	Director	of	Hopes	Grove	Nurseries,	says,	Sowing	broad	beans	is	usually	best	in	spring	but	they	can	also	be	sown	in	autumn	where	the	temperature	is	mild	outside	or	to	be	kept	undercover	for	winter.''The	beans	can	be	sown	indoors	or	outdoors	with	protection	in	late	winter,	or	outdoors
without	protection	in	spring,'	adds	Graham	Smith	MCIHort,	a	gardening	expert	from	LBS	Horticulture.	'They	can	be	sown	in	pots	under	cover	from	February	onwards,	and	then	planted	out	in	spring.'When	not	to	plant	broad	beansWhile	its	important	to	understand	the	perfect	planting	window	for	broad	beans,	you	should	also	know	when	not	to	plant
broad	beans.According	to	seasoned	gardeners,	you	should	steer	clear	of	sowing	broad	beans	during	the	height	of	summer.	The	warm	soil	can	encourage	pests	like	black	fly	to	wreak	havoc	on	tender	plants,	while	the	heat	stress	often	leads	to	poor	pod	development.Similarly,	avoid	planting	them	in	waterlogged	soil	or	during	prolonged	periods	of	heavy
rain,	as	their	roots	don't	like	being	saturated.What	you'll	needFAQsHow	long	does	it	take	for	broad	beans	to	grow?Typically,	broad	beans	take	around	14	to	16	weeks	from	sowing	to	harvest,	making	them	a	great	option	for	beginner	gardeners,	eager	to	see	results	within	a	single	season.	We	asked	the	experts	for	the	specifics.'Broad	bean	plants	usually
rake	around	15	weeks	from	sowing	to	harvest	(around	30	weeks	for	autumn	sowings),'	explains	Angharad	James,	product	manager	for	Maxicrop.'After	sowing	broad	beans,	you	should	see	seedlings	within	a	few	weeks	depending	on	the	soil	conditions	and	weather,'	explains	Graham	Smith	MCIHort,	a	gardening	expert	from	LBS	Horticulture.'If	planted
in	springtime,	the	beans	will	be	fully	grown	around	ten	weeks	after	planting.	You	can	harvest	the	beans	when	they	are	young,	immature	pods	(around	6/7cm	long)	if	you	want	to	eat	them	whole	in	the	pods,	or	if	eating	the	beans	shelled	it	is	still	best	to	harvest	the	pods	when	they	are	young	so	that	the	beans	are	not	tough	or	bitter.''You	can	tell	when
the	bean	pods	are	ready	for	harvesting	as	the	scar	on	the	bean	should	be	white	or	green.''They	will	become	top-heavy	very	quickly	once	the	pods	start	to	develop,	so	its	worth	adding	a	support	structure	such	as	canes	or	stakes	and	string	while	the	plants	are	still	young,'	adds	Angharad	James,	product	manager	for	MaxicropWhat	to	do	before	planting
beans?One	of	the	keys	to	a	successful	broad	bean	crop	is	good	preparation	before	planting,	including	testing	your	soil's	pH	and	correcting	any	nutrient	deficiencies	in	the	soil.	We	asked	the	experts	for	their	top	advice.'Good	soil	health	is	the	foundation	to	grow	thriving	broad	beans.	For	beginners,	investing	time	in	preparing	the	soil	can	make	all	the
difference	to	ensure	healthy,	productive	vegetables,'	explains	Angharad	James,	product	manager	for	Maxicrop.'Choose	a	space	in	the	garden	where	they	will	get	plenty	of	sunshine	and	fork	in	some	well-rotted	organic	matter	to	improve	the	soil	and	provide	plenty	of	nutrients,'	suggests	Morris	Hankinson,	founder	of	Hopes	Grove	Nurseries.	(Or	some
good	quality	seed	sowing	compost	like	the	top-rated	Westland's	John	Innes	seed	sowing	mix.)'Keep	the	area	well	weeded.	Broad	bean	plants	are	loved	by	slugs	and	snails	when	they	are	young	and	birds	when	they	grow	taller,	so	adding	some	protection	to	the	planting	area	ready	for	the	plants	is	a	good	idea.	Canes	with	netting	to	protect	them	and	an
organic	friendly	slug-proof	barrier	will	help.	Have	some	cloches	or	horticultural	fleece	ready	to	cover	them	if	the	weather	gets	cold.''If	needed,	you	can	also	add	a	high	potassium	fertiliser	to	the	soil,'	adds	Graham	Smith	MCIHort,	a	gardening	expert	from	LBS	Horticulture.	Elixer	Gardens	high	potassium	fertiliser	gets	great	reviews	on	Amazon.'If	you
have	very	wet	or	clay-based	soil,	it	may	be	best	to	start	the	beans	off	in	pots	first	to	prevent	the	seeds	from	rotting	in	the	ground	before	they	have	the	chance	to	grow.'We	asked	the	experts	exactly	how	to	prepare	the	broad	bean	plants	for	success.'Prepare	broad	beans	for	planting	by	soaking	the	seeds	in	water	overnight,	and	then	sow	them	in	a	zig-
zag	or	staggered	pattern	around	six	to	nine	inches	apart,'	suggests	Angharad	James,	product	manager	for	Maxicrop.	'If	youre	planting	them	from	March	onwards,	you	can	sow	directly	into	the	garden	to	enable	faster	germination.	Broad	beans	should	be	planted	in	a	sunny,	sheltered	location.''They	can	also	be	sown	directly	in	November	and	February
in	milder	areas	of	the	country.	Otherwise,	sowing	undercover	such	as	in	a	greenhouse	will	keep	them	protected	until	they	are	ready	to	be	planted	out,'	explains	Morris	Hankinson,	founder	of	Hopes	Grove	Nurseries.'After	sowing,	cover	the	beans	with	netting	to	protect	the	seeds	and	prevent	them	from	being	eaten	by	birds	or	squirrels.	Once	flowers
appear,	water	the	beans	regularly	and	hoe	between	the	planted	rows	to	keep	weeds	at	bay,'	suggests	Graham	Smith	MCIHort,	a	gardening	expert	from	LBS	Horticulture.'Harden	the	young	plants	off	in	spring	by	placing	them	outside	in	the	day	for	a	few	hours	each	day,	gradually	increasing	the	time	outside	until	they	are	ready	to	be	planted,	which	is
usually	by	10	days	of	hardening	off,'	adds	Morris.So,	now	you	know	when	to	plant	broad	beans,	you	can	get	sowing	and	growing.	Growing	your	own	veggies	is	the	latest	trend	in	town,	but	have	you	ever	wondered	how	long	it	takes	to	grow	broad	beans?	These	legumes	are	a	popular	choice	among	garden	enthusiasts	due	to	their	nutritional	value	and
delicious	taste.	However,	growing	them	can	seem	like	a	daunting	task	if	youre	not	familiar	with	the	process.	Planting	Broad	Beans	To	start,	planting	broad	beans	requires	proper	preparation.	You	need	to	select	an	area	that	receives	plenty	of	sunlight	and	has	well-draining	soil.	Once	youve	found	the	ideal	spot,	sow	the	seeds	about	5-10	cm	deep	into
the	soil	during	autumn	or	early	spring.	The	Waiting	Game	Now	comes	the	hard	part	waiting	for	your	broad	beans	to	grow!	On	average,	these	legumes	take	about	90-110	days	from	planting	until	they	reach	maturity.	During	this	time,	make	sure	to	water	them	regularly	and	provide	support	as	they	begin	to	grow	taller.	Harvest	Time!	After	months	of
anticipation,	its	finally	time	to	harvest	your	broad	beans	when	they	reach	full	size	and	become	plump	within	their	pods.	This	usually	happens	around	late	spring	or	summer	depending	on	when	you	planted	them.	Cooking	with	Broad	BeansOnce	harvested,	there	are	endless	possibilities	for	using	these	nutrient-rich	gems	in	your	cooking	endeavors.	They
can	be	added	to	soups	and	stews	or	even	pureed	into	dips	like	hummus	yum!In	conclusion,	growing	broad	beans	may	take	some	patience	but	will	undoubtedly	pay	off	once	you	get	a	taste	of	their	fresh	flavor	straight	from	your	garden	bed.	So	why	not	give	it	a	try?	With	proper	care	and	attention	along	the	way	plus	a	little	bit	of	luck	soon	enough	those
delightful	pods	will	be	ready	for	harvest!	when	to	pinch	out	broad	beans?This	is	done	to	foil	the	black	bean	aphid	which	likes	to	lay	its	eggs	on	the	tender	tips	of	broad	bean	plants.	The	best	time	is	just	as	the	bottom	flowers	on	the	plants	begin	to	turn	into	beans.	Dont	forget,	the	bean	tips	make	really	good	eating,	wilted	over	pasta	or	tossed	into	a	stir
fry.which	way	up	to	plant	broad	beans?It	really	doesnt	matter;	the	root	will	always	find	the	dark	and	grow	down	and	the	shoot	will	look	up	for	the	light.how	tall	do	broad	beans	grow?That	rather	depends	on	the	variety.	There	are	very	dwarf	types	(good	for	windy	spots)	which	only	grow	to	45cm	(e.g.	The	Sutton),	whereas	others	such	as	Super
Aguadulce	can	grow	to	1.2m.how	long	do	broad	beans	take	to	grow?With	a	spring	sown	crop,	you	should	be	picking	your	first	broad	beans	approximately	10	weeks	after	sowing	the	seed.how	far	apart	to	plant	broad	beans?Some	dwarf	varieties	can	go	as	close	as	15cm	apart,	but	generally	it	is	better	to	go	for	20cm,	to	enable	plenty	of	air
circulation.how	often	should	you	water	broad	beans?If	the	weather	is	dry	give	them	a	really	good	soaking	as	they	come	into	flower,	and	then	two	weeks	later	when	the	pods	begin	to	form.	Apart	from	that	they	should	be	fine	with	the	average	rainfall.why	do	broad	beans	go	black?If	you	mean	after	cooking	then	the	solution	is	to	blanch	them	in	cold
water	straight	after	cooking,	this	will	then	retain	the	vibrant	green	colour.why	do	broad	bean	leaves	curl	up?Leaves	curl	up	for	many	reasons:	to	protect	themselves	from	drying	up	in	hot	weather,	as	a	result	of	weed	killer	damage,	or	possibly	after	an	attack	of	broad	bean	mosaic	virus.	The	last	two	are	usually	terminal,	so	destroy	the	plant	and	start
again	in	a	new	location.	Broad	beans	are	easy	to	grow	and	delicious	to	eat	Image:	Photoshot	Broad	beans	are	a	superb	vegetable	for	modest-sized	plots,	producing	high	yields	from	a	comparatively	small	area	of	your	garden.	Best	eaten	freshly	picked,	home-grown	crops	have	a	far	superior	flavour	to	those	found	in	supermarkets.Broad	beans	are	cheap
and	easy	to	grow	from	seeds,	or	you	can	purchase	broad	bean	plants	if	you	prefer.	The	perfect	vegetable	for	beginners	or	children	to	grow,	they're	happy	in	the	ground,	raised	beds	or	pots.	Find	our	top	tips	on	when	and	how	to	grow	broad	beans	at	home.	For	all	our	varieties,	browse	both	our	broad	bean	seeds	and	pea	and	bean	plants	categories.
Broad	bean	varieties	Broad	bean	'Crimson	Flowered'	features	stunning	blooms	and	a	delicious	crop	Image:	Peter	Turner	Photography/Shutterstock	There	are	many	broad	bean	varieties	from	which	to	choose,	including	some	that	hold	an	RHS	Award	of	Garden	Merit.	Here	are	a	few	of	our	favourites	that	you	might	like	to	try:	Broad	Bean	'Aquadulce
Claudia'	-	An	old	favourite	and	one	of	the	best	for	autumn	sowing.	Broad	Bean	'Crimson	Flowered'	-	A	heritage,	red	flowered	broad	bean	that	makes	an	ideal	edible	ornamental.	Broad	Bean	'The	Sutton'	-	A	dwarf	broad	bean	variety	reaching	just	30cm	(12")	tall.	Perfect	for	pots	or	tiny	plots!	Broad	Bean	'De	Monica'	-	One	of	the	earliest	maturing
varieties	from	a	spring	sowing.	Broad	Bean	'Masterpiece	Green	Longpod'	-	Expect	up	to	7	beans	per	pod	from	this	high-yielding	variety.	Grow	your	broad	beans	in	full	sun	on	rich,	fertile,	well-manured	soil.	Choose	a	sheltered	spot,	and	position	away	from	strong	winds.	If	your	soil	is	very	wet	or	clay-based,	start	your	broad	bean	plants	off	in	pots	to
prevent	the	seeds	from	rotting	in	the	ground.	When	to	grow	broad	beans	This	long,	tunnel	cloche	is	ideal	for	rows	of	broad	bean	plants	Image:	Mini	Greenhouse	Cloche	from	Thompson	&	Morgan	For	autumn	sowing:	October	November	For	spring	sowing:	February	April	For	planting	young	plants:	May	Broad	beans	are	normally	sown	in	the	spring,
from	February	to	April.	However	some	varieties	are	particularly	hardy	and	can	be	sown	in	autumn	from	October	to	November	(provided	that	the	soil	is	still	reasonably	warm).	November	sowings	usually	germinate	within	2-3	weeks.	They	overwinter	during	the	coldest	months	but	start	growing	quickly	again	in	spring,	giving	you	a	head	start	and	an
early	harvest.	In	severe	winters	you	may	need	to	use	fleece	or	a	cloche	to	protect	your	crop.	When	sowing	broad	beans	directly	into	the	ground	in	early	spring	or	late	autumn,	put	your	cloches	out	in	advance	to	warm	the	soil.	This	aids	germination	and	helps	the	plants	to	get	established	early.	How	to	sow	broad	beans	in	the	ground	A	typical	broad	bean
planting	scheme	Image:	Thompson	&	Morgan	Sow	your	broad	bean	seeds	in	double	rows,	23cm	(9")	apart.	Stagger	the	seeds	along	each	set	of	double	rows	to	make	the	most	of	the	space.	Broad	bean	seeds	should	be	planted	at	a	depth	of	5cm	(2")	deep	and	a	distance	of	23cm	(9")	apart	within	each	row.	Water	well	once	planted.	Germination	usually
takes	around	10	days.	Lay	out	as	many	sets	of	double	rows	as	you	need,	but	remember	to	allow	at	least	60cm	(24")	between	each	set	to	make	it	easier	to	access	and	harvest	your	crops.	How	to	sow	broad	beans	in	the	greenhouse	Broad	bean	plants	started	off	in	the	greenhouse	Image:	Victoria	M	Gardner/Shutterstock	If	you	prefer	to	start	your	broad
bean	plants	in	the	greenhouse,	they	can	be	sown	into	module	trays	or	small	pots.	Germination	tends	to	be	more	reliable	under	greenhouse	conditions	and	it's	easier	to	control	pests	such	as	mice,	slugs	and	snails.	If	the	soil	is	frozen	outdoors	then	sowing	in	the	greenhouse	is	a	far	better	option.	Your	broad	beans	can	be	planted	out	once	the	soil	is
warmer	and	the	plants	have	developed	a	good	root	system.	Don't	forget	to	'harden	them	off'	and	acclimatise	them	to	outdoor	conditions	prior	to	planting.	Tips	for	growing	broad	beans	Support	your	broad	beans	with	string	Image:	Peter	Turner	Photography/Shutterstock	Support	your	broad	bean	plants	to	prevent	them	from	flopping	under	their	own
weight.	Simply	place	a	cane	or	stout	stick	at	each	corner	of	a	double	row	and	tie	a	taut	piece	of	string	between	each	cane.	This	is	especially	important	in	windy	gardens.	Keep	your	plants	well	watered,	particularly	as	the	flowers	begin	to	set.	Hoe	between	rows	regularly	to	remove	weeds.	Pinch	out	the	growing	tips	after	the	first	flowers	have	set	pods
to	deter	blackfly	and	encourage	further	pods	to	set.	How	to	grow	broad	beans	in	pots	Broad	beans	can	easily	be	grown	in	containers.	Dwarf	varieties	such	as	Broad	Bean	'The	Sutton'	are	ideal	for	growing	on	the	patio.	They	have	deep	root	systems	so	choose	a	tall	container	to	accommodate	them,	and	be	sure	to	keep	them	well	watered	throughout	the
growing	season.	When	to	harvest	broad	beans	Check	the	scar	on	the	bean	to	find	out	whether	it's	ripe	to	eat	Image:	Eag1eEyes/Shutterstock	Broad	beans	can	be	harvested	and	cooked	as	entire	pods	while	they're	still	immature,	at	around	7.5cm	(3")	long.	However,	they're	more	usually	harvested	a	little	later,	when	the	pods	are	well	filled	and	the	seed
still	soft.	The	pods	should	be	shelled	and	the	individual	beans	removed	and	eaten.	The	scar	on	the	edge	of	each	bean	should	be	green	or	white	in	colour.	If	it's	black,	the	beans	have	passed	their	best	and	will	be	tough	and	chewy	when	eaten.	Bumper	crop?	Broad	beans	are	ideal	for	freezing.	Simply	pick,	shell	and	pop	them	into	a	plastic	bag	in	the
freezer	until	you're	ready	to	use	them.	Common	broad	beans	pests	and	diseases	A	black	bean	aphid	infestationt	Image:	TMsara	Mice	-	Mice	are	particularly	partial	to	bean	seeds	and	will	often	dig	them	up	before	they	have	a	chance	to	germinate.	Where	mice	are	a	particular	problem,	try	starting	your	plants	off	in	the	greenhouse.	Traps	will	help	to
control	the	problem.	Direct	sown	crops	can	be	covered	with	fleece	during	germination	to	prevent	mice	getting	to	them.	Blackfly	-	Aphids,	particularly	Blackfly,	are	a	common	problem	when	growing	broad	beans.	They	often	attack	the	young	growing	tips.	These	can	be	pinched	out	and	the	plants	sprayed	with	a	suitable	insecticide.	Companion	planting
the	strong	smelling	herb,	summer	savory,	can	also	help	repel	black	bean	aphids.	Chocolate	Spot	-	This	disease	is	very	distinctive	and	particularly	prevalent	during	wet	summers.	Dark	reddish	or	chocolate	brown	spots	appear	on	the	foliage	and	stems	-	in	severe	cases	causing	plants	to	die.	Infected	plants	should	be	removed	and	destroyed.	To	find	out
how	to	grow	other	bean	varieties	in	your	outdoor	space,	as	well	as	variety	recommendations	head	over	to	our	hub	page.	Beans	grow	across	much	of	the	world	and	most	climate	zones,	though	they	don't	care	much	for	the	heat	(most	cultivars	stop	producing	as	temperatures	reach	or	exceed	90	degrees	Fahrenheit).	At	planting	time,	your	constraint	isn't
usually	heat	but	cold.	Beans	will	germinate	best	when	your	daytime	temperatures	reach	at	least	70	degrees,	and	soil	temperatures	reach	60	degrees.If	the	soil	temperature	is	below	60	degrees	when	you	plant,	germination	will	be	slow	and	uncertain.	Typically,	you'll	see	little	or	no	germination	activity	until	the	soil	does	reach	60	degrees,	and	in	the
interim,	there's	an	increased	likelihood	that	the	seeds	will	be	damaged	by	moisture,	be	eaten	by	birds	or	rodents,	or	simply	succumb	to	rot	or	mold.	Once	your	temperatures	have	reached	the	appropriate	level,	seed	your	beans	directly	into	their	chosen	location	within	your	garden.	Beans	have	shallow	root	systems	that	are	easily	damaged	during
transplanting,	so	it's	best	not	to	start	them	indoors.	Don't	soak	them	ahead	of	time	either.	It	helps	some	seeds,	but	in	the	case	of	beans,	it	impedes	germination.	Just	plant	them	at	a	depth	of	1	inch	or	so	(more	if	you	live	in	an	arid	location)	and	then	water	the	soil	well	after	they're	planted.Assuming	the	weather	cooperates	and	your	seeds	are	not
washed	out	by	a	torrential	spring	downpour	or	set	back	by	a	late	frost,	you	can	expect	germination	within	eight	to	10	days.	If	some	seeds	haven't	germinated	after	another	week,	you	can	plant	new	ones	in	those	spaces	to	fill	the	gaps	(or	alternatively,	plant	a	few	extra	and	then	thin	them	as	needed).If	you	plan	to	grow	a	lot	of	beans,	it's	easy	to	become
overwhelmed	when	they	begin	producing.	To	avoid	this,	it's	helpful	to	choose	cultivars	with	staggered	maturity	dates	or	to	plant	repeatedly	at	two-week	intervals	so	your	harvest	doesn't	arrive	all	at	once.	Some	gardeners	will	face	situations	that	make	it	difficult	to	plant	under	ideal	conditions.	Your	spring	may	be	long,	cold,	and	wet,	for	example,	or
your	season	may	be	short	enough	that	few	cultivars	have	a	realistic	chance	of	bearing	properly.	In	those	cases,	there	are	a	few	things	you	can	do	to	tilt	the	odds	in	your	favor.One	is	to	plant	your	beans	in	raised	beds.	A	bed	raised	even	a	few	inches	above	the	surrounding	terrain	will	warm	more	quickly	in	spring,	shortening	bean	germination	time,	and
the	improved	drainage	they	provide	can	protect	against	the	problems	caused	by	excess	moisture.	Another	option	is	to	plant	under	a	row	cover	or	cold	frame	(whether	store-bought	or	a	home-built	DIY	project).	These	simple	shelters	help	the	soil	warm	more	rapidly	and	extend	your	season.	This	can	even	benefit	gardeners	in	warm-temperature	climates
by	allowing	your	beans	time	to	bear	properly	before	the	summer's	heat	beats	them	into	submission.	If	you've	waited	through	a	reasonable	bean	germination	time	and	have	few	or	no	sprouts	to	show	for	it,	all	is	not	(usually)	lost.	The	first	thing	to	check	is	your	soil	temperature	with	a	garden	thermometer.	If	you	have	an	instant-read	kitchen
thermometer,	that	will	work	just	fine,	but	be	sure	to	sterilize	it	before	you	use	it	again	for	food.If	the	soil	temperature	is	within	the	correct	range,	check	the	date	on	your	package	of	seeds.	Bean	seeds	will	last	up	to	five	years	in	good	conditions,	but	if	yours	were	stored	in	an	unheated	shed	or	garage	where	the	temperature	fluctuates	widely,	they	might
not	be	at	their	best.	You're	better	off	ordering	fresh	seeds	each	spring,	but	if	it's	already	too	late	for	that,	you	can	buy	some	at	a	local	store.Once	you	have	a	supply	of	fresh	seeds	and	have	verified	that	conditions	are	more	favorable	this	time	(soil	temperature,	drainage,	a	cover	to	protect	against	cold),	you	can	resow	your	beans	and	expect	them	to
germinate	within	a	normal	time	frame.	In	This	Article	Show	With	over	13	years	of	hands-on	experience	in	the	dirt	and	a	constant	eagerness	to	share	what	Ive	learned,	I	find	beans	not	only	a	versatile	crop	in	the	kitchen	but	also	a	fascinating	subject	in	the	garden.	Theyre	packed	with	nutrition,	relatively	easy	to	grow,	and	can	even	enrich	the	soil	they
call	home,	making	them	an	excellent	choice	for	gardeners	of	all	levels.	Understanding	the	growth	stages	of	beans	is	crucial	for	any	gardener	looking	to	optimize	their	harvest.	Each	stage,	from	the	initial	germination	to	the	final	harvest,	carries	its	own	set	of	needs	and	markers	for	health	and	progress.	By	knowing	what	to	expect	and	when	to	expect	it,
we	can	provide	our	bean	plants	with	the	precise	care	they	need	to	thrive.	In	this	post,	well	walk	through	the	entire	lifecycle	of	bean	plants.	Ill	share	insights	on	the	timelines	for	each	growth	stage,	tips	for	dealing	with	common	challenges,	and	strategies	to	help	you	achieve	the	best	yield	from	your	garden.	Whether	youre	tending	a	few	plants	in
backyard	containers	or	managing	a	larger	plot,	the	information	here	aims	to	support	your	gardening	journey.	Understanding	the	life	cycle	of	bean	plants	is	pivotal	for	any	gardener	or	farmer.	This	section	breaks	down	each	stage,	providing	you	with	insights	to	nurture	your	plants	through	their	journey	from	seed	to	harvest.	Image:	Envato	Elements
Germination	marks	the	beginning	of	the	beans	life	cycle,	usually	occurring	within	8	to	10	days	after	planting,	depending	on	the	bean	variety	and	environmental	conditions.	This	stage	is	influenced	by	soil	temperature,	moisture,	and	seed	depth.	Optimal	soil	temperature	ranges	from	70F	to	80F	(21C	to	27C)	for	most	bean	types.	Grow	Your	Best	Harvest
Yet	Limited	Time	Offer!Unlock	the	secrets	to	juicy	strawberries,	perfect	potatoes,	and	lush	tomatoes.	Grab	all	3	guides	today	before	this	deal	ends!	Adequate	moisture	is	crucial,	but	overwatering	can	suffocate	the	seeds,	hindering	germination.	Planting	seeds	at	the	right	depth,	about	1	to	2	inches	(2.5	to	5	cm),	is	also	essential	for	successful
germination.	The	first	visual	cue	of	germination	is	the	emergence	of	the	radicle	(root)	followed	by	the	hypocotyl,	which	pushes	the	seedling	above	the	soil	surface.	Image:	Envato	Elements	During	the	seedling	stage,	the	first	true	leaves	will	develop,	differentiating	from	the	initial	seed	leaves	(cotyledons).	This	stage	is	critical	for	establishing	a	strong
foundation	for	future	growth.	Keep	the	soil	consistently	moist	but	not	waterlogged,	and	ensure	the	seedlings	receive	plenty	of	sunlight	or	adequate	artificial	light.	Protecting	the	young	plants	from	pests	and	extreme	weather	is	also	vital.	This	stage	lasts	about	2	to	3	weeks,	with	important	milestones	including	the	development	of	true	leaves	and	the
plants	ability	to	photosynthesize,	reducing	its	reliance	on	the	seeds	stored	energy.	Image:	Envato	Elements	As	the	plant	enters	the	vegetative	stage,	it	focuses	on	growing	leaves	and	stems,	building	a	robust	framework	for	later	stages.	This	period	is	essential	for	accumulating	the	resources	needed	for	flowering	and	fruiting.	Support	your	plants	by
maintaining	soil	health	with	regular,	balanced	fertilization	and	ensuring	they	receive	enough	water	and	sunlight.	The	timeframe	for	this	stage	varies	among	bean	varieties	but	generally	spans	3	to	4	weeks.	Indicators	of	healthy	growth	include	dark	green,	vibrant	leaves,	and	sturdy	stems.	Image:	Envato	Elements	The	flowering	stage	signifies	the	plants
readiness	to	reproduce,	usually	occurring	4	to	6	weeks	after	planting.	This	stage	is	crucial	for	bean	production,	as	flowers	are	the	precursors	to	pods.	Ensure	your	bean	plants	are	well-watered	and	have	sufficient	nutrients	to	support	flower	development.	If	youre	growing	beans	in	an	area	with	low	bee	activity,	you	might	consider	gentle	manual
pollination	to	encourage	fruit	set.	The	appearance	of	blossoms	signals	the	beginning	of	this	stage,	with	pollination	soon	following.	After	successful	pollination,	the	plant	focuses	its	energy	on	developing	and	maturing	pods.	This	stage	can	last	anywhere	from	2	to	4	weeks,	depending	on	the	variety	and	growing	conditions.	Watch	for	the	pods	to	reach
their	full	size	and	change	colorthis	is	a	sign	of	maturity.	For	snap	beans,	harvest	when	the	pods	are	firm	and	full	but	before	the	seeds	bulge.	For	dry	beans,	wait	until	the	pods	are	dry	and	the	seeds	rattle	inside.	Consistent	watering	and	monitoring	for	pests	are	critical	during	this	stage	to	ensure	the	healthy	development	of	pods.	Harvesting	and	Post-
Harvest	Harvesting	beans	at	the	right	time	and	handling	them	correctly	post-harvest	is	as	crucial	as	nurturing	them	through	their	growth	stages.	Lets	delve	into	how	to	identify	the	perfect	harvesting	time,	employ	the	best	harvesting	techniques,	and	manage	post-harvest	practices	to	maintain	bean	quality.	Green	and	Snap	Beans	These	should	be
harvested	while	the	pods	are	still	tender	and	before	the	seeds	inside	have	fully	matured.	The	pods	should	feel	firm	and	snap	easily	when	bent.	This	typically	occurs	2	to	3	weeks	after	the	flowering	stage.	Harvesting	at	this	stage	ensures	the	beans	are	at	their	peak	in	flavor	and	texture.	Dry	Beans	These	are	ready	for	harvest	when	the	pods	have	fully
matured	and	dried	on	the	plant.	The	pods	will	turn	yellow	and	then	brown,	and	youll	be	able	to	hear	the	seeds	rattle	inside	when	shaken.	This	stage	usually	arrives	several	weeks	after	the	pods	have	developed	and	begun	to	lose	their	green	color.	Image:	Envato	Elements	Harvesting	beans	gently	is	key	to	avoiding	damage	to	the	plant	and	ensuring
continued	production,	especially	for	varieties	that	produce	over	a	long	period.	For	Green	and	Snap	Beans:	Use	two	hands	when	picking	the	beans.	Hold	the	stem	with	one	hand	and	the	bean	pod	with	the	other,	gently	pulling	to	avoid	snapping	off	branches.	For	Dry	Beans:	Once	the	pods	are	dry,	you	can	pull	up	the	entire	plant	or	cut	it	at	the	base.
Then,	remove	the	pods	by	hand	or	thresh	them	gently	to	separate	the	beans.	By	understanding	and	attentively	nurturing	your	bean	plants	through	these	growth	stages,	you	can	significantly	enhance	your	chances	of	a	fruitful	harvest.	Each	stage	contributes	to	the	development	of	the	beans,	and	your	role	in	providing	the	necessary	care	and	conditions
cannot	be	overstated.	Broad	beans	are	an	easy	and	productive	crop,	producing	valuable	early	harvests,	before	most	other	vegetables	are	ready.	They	can	be	sown	at	various	times	from	autumn	to	late	spring,	depending	on	your	growing	conditions	and	the	variety,	and	if	you	sow	several	batches	you	can	enjoy	fresh,	delicious	beans	from	early	to	late
summer.Broadbeans	(Viciafaba)	like	a	sunny,	sheltered	site	in	rich,	free-draining	soil,	and	dwarf	varieties	can	be	grown	successfully	in	containers	or	small	plots.	They	need	little	maintenance,	apart	from	watering	in	dry	spells	once	in	flower,	and	frequent	harvesting	once	the	pods	form,	to	encourage	further	cropping.Water	in	dry	spellsFeed	container
plantsHarvestWater	in	dry	spellsFeed	container	plantsHarvestJFMAMJJASONDSowPlant	OutHarvestThere	are	many	broad	bean	varieties	to	choose	from,	with	different	sowing	and	harvesting	periods,	plant	heights	and	pod	sizes.	Some	hardy	varieties	can	be	sown	in	autumn,	others	are	for	late	winter	or	spring	sowing.Dwarf	varieties,	which	only	reach
about	50cm	(20in)	tall,	are	useful	where	space	is	limited	and	for	growing	in	containers	or	in	windy	sites.For	a	reliable	crop,	look	for	varieties	withan	RHSAward	of	Garden	Merit(AGM),	as	these	performed	well	in	our	trials	see	our	list	ofAGM	fruit	and	veg	(135kB	pdf)and	ourRecommended	Varietiesbelow.Youll	also	find	an	array	of	different	beans
growing	in	the	veg	areas	of	theRHS	gardens,	so	do	visit	to	compare	varieties	and	pick	up	growing	tips.Broad	bean	seeds	are	readily	available	in	garden	centres	and	from	online	retailers.	You	may	also	find	young	plants	in	garden	centres	or	online	in	spring	ideal	if	you	dont	have	the	time	or	space	to	grow	from	seed,	or	just	want	a	few	plants.Showing	3
out	of	4	varietiesChoose	a	warm,	sunny,	sheltered	growing	site	with	well-drained	soil.	Weedthe	area	thoroughly,	then	fork	in	plenty	of	well-rotted	manure	or	home-made	garden	compost	at	least	twobucketfuls	per	square	metre/yard	to	improve	moisture	retention.	Ideally	do	this	a	few	weeks	beforesowing	or	planting	out,	to	allow	the	ground	to	settle.
Alternatively,	if	you're	practising	no-dig,	mulch	the	soil	with	organic	matterahead	of	sowing	or	planting	directly	into	the	mulch.	Broad	beans	are	straightforward	to	grow	from	seed,	and	are	usually	sown	in	late	winter	(indoors,	or	outdoors	with	protection),	or	in	spring	outdoors.	In	mild	regions	or	very	warm,	sheltered	sites,	they	can	also	be	sown	in	late
autumn,	for	a	crop	as	early	as	May.You	can	sow	broad	beans	under	cover	from	February	onwards,	for	planting	out	in	spring.	This	gives	better	results	than	sowing	outdoors	if	your	soil	is	damp	(which	can	cause	seeds	to	rot)	or	if	there	are	mice	in	your	garden	(as	they	will	eat	the	seeds	in	the	ground).	Sow	the	large	seeds	individually	into	small	pots	or
modular	trays	filled	with	peat-freemulti-purpose	compost,	inserting	them	5cm	(2in)	deep	with	the	scar	facing	downwards.	Water	well	and	keep	in	a	bright	spot.	Broad	beans	are	usually	sown	outdoors	in	March,	April	and	even	early	May,	for	harvests	throughout	the	summer.	Sowing	in	October/November	or	February	is	also	possible	in	milder	parts	of
the	UK	or	very	sheltered	sites,	especially	those	with	well-drained	soil.	For	these	earlier	sowings,	use	a	hardy	variety	and	protect	young	plants	with	cloches	or	plastic-free	fleece	during	cold	spells.	Sowing	instructions	vary	depending	on	where	you	are	sowing	your	seeds:	In	the	ground	sow	broad	bean	seeds,	with	the	scar	facing	downwards,	57.5cm
(23in)	deep	and	1523cm	(69in)	apart,	depending	on	the	variety.	Spacesingle	rows	45cm	(18in)	apart	anddouble	rows	23cm	(9in)	apart	with	60cm	(2ft)	between	each	double	row.	Its	also	worth	sowing	a	few	extra	seeds	at	the	end	of	the	rows,	to	produce	spareplants	to	fill	any	gaps	left	by	seeds	that	fail	to	germinate.To	extend	the	cropping	season
throughout	the	summer,	sow	several	batches	a	few	weeks	apart.In	containers	sow	dwarf	varieties	in	large	containers,	at	least	40cm	(15in)	wide,	filled	with	peat-freemulti-purpose	or	loam-based	compost.	Sow	the	seeds,	with	the	scar	facing	downwards,	5cm	(2in)	deep	and	15cm	(6in)	apart.	Young	broad	bean	plants	that	youve	grown	from	seed	indoors,
or	bought	as	plug	plants,	can	be	planted	outside	in	early	to	mid-spring.	Harden	them	off,	to	avoid	a	check	in	growth,	and	make	sure	your	planting	site	is	prepared	in	advance(see	Preparing	the	ground	above).	Plant	broad	bean	plants	1523cm	(69in)	apart,	either	in	single	rows	45cm	(18in)	apart	or	in	double	rows	23cm	(9in)	apart,	with	60cm	(2ft)
between	each	double	row.	Water	in	well.You	can	also	plant	dwarf	varieties	in	large	containers,	at	least	40cm	(15in)	wide,	filled	with	peat-freemulti-purpose	or	loam-based	compost.	Space	plants15cm	(6in)	apart.Position	the	container	in	a	sunny,	sheltered	spot,	and	water	the	plants	in	well.	Broad	beans	growing	in	the	ground	don't	generally	need
regular	watering,	unless	they	are	grown	in	light,	free-draining	soil.	However,	giving	plants	a	good	soak	as	they	start	flowering,	and	again	two	weeks	later,	greatly	improves	the	harvest.Broad	beansin	containers	require	frequent	wateringthroughout	the	growing	season,	as	they	dry	out	more	quickly	than	plants	in	the	ground.	For	water-saving	tips,	see
our	guides	below.	Broad	beans	usually	get	all	the	nutrients	they	need	from	the	soil.	But,	if	youre	growing	dwarf	broad	beans	in	a	container,	start	feedingwhen	the	first	flowers	appear,	applying	a	high	potassium	liquid	fertiliser,	such	as	tomato	feed,	once	a	fortnight.	Most	broad	beansneed	staking	to	keep	them	upright.	Insert	sturdy	stakes	at	each
corner	of	the	rows	and	every	1.2m	(4ft)	along	the	rows.	Run	string	around	the	stakes	at	30cm	(1ft)	intervals	from	the	ground.	Small	or	dwarf	varieties	usually	support	each	other,	especially	when	planted	in	double	rows,	but	you	can	add	twiggy	sticks	to	prop	them	up	if	necessary.When	the	lowest	set	of	flowers	has	formed	small	pods,	pinch	out	the
shoot	tips	at	the	top	of	the	plant.	This	encourages	plants	to	put	their	energy	into	the	pods	rather	than	more	growth.	It	also	reduces	problems	with	blackfly,	which	tend	to	colonise	soft	young	shoot	tips	(see	Common	problems,	below).	The	shoot	tips	are	tasty	steamed	or	stir-fried.Broad	beans	are	ready	to	harvest	from	late	spring	to	late	summer,
depending	on	the	sowing	time	and	variety.	For	shelling,	pick	the	pods	when	they	arefull	but	still	relatively	small,	as	small	beans	are	sweeter	and	more	tender	than	large	ones.	The	scar	on	the	bean	(where	it	attaches	to	the	pod)should	still	be	white	or	green,	not	black,	as	beans	become	tough	at	this	stage.	Young	immature	pods	can	also	be	picked	when
only	about	7cm	(3in)	long,	forcooking	and	eating	whole.	Regular	picking	encourages	further	pods	to	form.	Use	secateurs	or	scissors	to	detach	them,	to	avoid	damaging	the	plants.	Pods	lower	down	the	plants	mature	first	check	them	every	few	days,	as	pods	can	ripen	fast.	You	can	also	harvest	the	young	shoot	tips,	to	use	like	spinach.Once	harvesting
has	finished,	cut	plants	down	to	the	base	and	compost	them.	However,	as	legumes	(peas,	beans	and	related	plants)	fix	nitrogen	from	the	air	at	their	roots,	leave	thesein	the	ground	to	boost	soil	nitrogen	levels.	Alternatively,	dig	whole	plants	into	the	soil.The	Royal	Horticultural	Society	is	the	UKs	leading	gardening	charity.	We	aim	to	enrich	everyones
life	through	plants,	and	make	the	UK	a	greener	and	more	beautiful	place.	Fava	beans	(Vicia	faba),	also	known	as	broad	beans,	are	a	fast-growing,	cool-weather	annual	vegetable	that	can	be	planted	in	either	the	early	spring	or	fall.	The	plants	are	large	and	leafy	with	square,	hollow	stems	that	are	fairly	sturdy	but	might	flop	under	the	weight	of	the
pods.	Fava	beans	are	not	twining	climbers	like	many	other	bean	species.	The	leaves	are	rounded	and	look	more	like	pea	leaves	than	bean	foliage.	These	plants	thrive	in	full	to	partial	sun	and	don't	require	fertilization.	Note	that	both	the	fruits,	flowers,	and	even	pollen	can	be	toxic	to	certain	people	who	experience	favism.	Common	NameFava	bean,
faba	bean,	broad	beanBotanical	NameVicia	fabaFamilyFabaceaePlant	TypeAnnual,	vegetableSize26	ft.	tall,	0.751	ft.	wideSun	ExposureFull	to	part	sunSoil	TypeLoamy,	moist,	well-drainedSoil	pHAcidic,	neutral	(6.2	to	6.8)Bloom	TimeSpring,	summerHardiness	Zones210	(USDA)Native	AreaAsia,	MediterraneanToxicityToxic	to	people	with	favism	If	you
live	somewhere	with	a	mild	winter,	plant	fava	beans	in	fall	to	winter	for	a	spring	harvest.	Alternatively,	plant	as	soon	as	danger	of	frost	has	passed	for	a	summer	harvest.	Fava	beans	need	a	sunny	spot	with	well-draining	soil.	Make	sure	no	nearby	plants	will	create	too	much	shade	for	them	as	they	leaf	out	in	the	spring.	It's	also	possible	to	grow	them	in
raised	beds,	but	because	they	grow	quite	large,	only	dwarf	cultivars,	like	'Bell	Bean',	perform	well	in	containers.	Plant	seeds	about	1	to	2	inches	deep	and	at	least	6	inches	apart.	Rows	should	be	roughly	2	to	3	feet	apart.Stake	plants	while	they're	still	young	to	avoid	disturbing	the	roots	once	they	mature.	Fava	beans	prefer	to	grow	in	full	to	part-sun,
meaning	at	least	six	hours	of	direct	sunlight	on	most	days.	Fava	beans	can	tolerate	a	range	of	soil	types,	as	long	as	there	is	good	drainage.	A	loose,	loamy	soil	with	a	slightly	acidic	to	neutral	soil	pH	is	ideal.	The	plants	have	average	water	needs	and	some	drought	tolerance.	About	an	inch	of	water	per	week	is	fine.	However,	during	flower	and	fruit
production,	keep	the	soil	evenly	moist	but	never	soggy.	Temperatures	between	65	and	75	degrees	Fahrenheit	are	best.	The	plants	will	struggle	in	hot	temperatures	and	be	more	prone	to	diseases.	They	can	tolerate	temperatures	down	to	40	degrees	Fahrenheit	well	and	even	cooler	temperatures	down	to	21	degrees	Fahrenheit	for	short
periods.Humidity	typically	isnt	an	issue	as	long	as	there	is	adequate	soil	moisture	and	good	air	flow	around	the	plants.	Long,	cool	growing	seasons	are	best.	Fava	beans,	like	other	legumes,	fix	their	own	nitrogen	into	the	soil	and	therefore	don't	usually	require	additional	feeding.	However,	working	compost	into	the	soil	can	help	with	growth,	especially
if	the	soil	is	nutrient-poor.	Credit:	The	Spruce	/	Heidi	Kolsky	Credit:	The	Spruce	/	Heidi	Kolsky	Credit:	The	Spruce	/	Heidi	Kolsky	There	are	several	types	of	fava	beans,	including:	'Aquadulce	Claudia':	A	large	Spanish	variety	with	good	disease	resistance.	It	takes	about	90	days	to	mature	when	planted	in	the	spring	or	240	days	when	planted	in	the
fall.'The	Sutton':	A	dwarf	variety,	reaching	14	inches	tall,	that's	great	for	limited	space,	containers,	and	windy	areas.	It	matures	in	80	days.'Sweet	Lorane':	A	smaller	bean	bred	to	have	fewer	tannins.	It	matures	in	100	days.'Windsor':	This	variety	produces	large,	flavorful	beans.	It	takes	about	90	days	to	mature	when	planted	in	the	spring	or	240	days
when	planted	in	the	fall.	Fava	beans	are	ready	to	harvest	when	the	pods	are	thick,	green,	and	feel	full.	Using	scissors	or	garden	shears,	carefully	cut	the	pod	off	the	plant.	While	you	can	eat	smaller	pods	whole,	you'll	need	to	shell	large	pods.	Store	harvested	fava	beans	in	a	plastic	bag	in	your	refrigerator	for	up	to	five	to	seven	days,	or	freeze	or	pickle
them.	Growing	fava	beans	in	containers	is	a	good	option	if	you	dont	have	the	garden	space.	Choose	a	small	variety	to	make	container	growth	manageable.	A	container	that	is	at	least	5	gallons	with	ample	drainage	holes	is	ideal,	though	note	the	space	requirements	for	your	specific	variety.	An	unglazed	clay	container	is	best,	as	it	will	allow	excess	soil
moisture	to	escape	through	its	walls.	Add	a	stake	or	other	support	structure	to	the	container	to	support	the	plant	as	it	grows.	A	quality	all-purpose	potting	mix	with	good	drainage	should	suffice.	Once	the	plant	starts	flowering,	pinch	off	the	top	couple	inches	of	growth	to	encourage	a	bushier	habit.	Prune	plants	to	a	few	inches	from	the	ground	after
youve	harvested	the	ripe	pods.	If	your	temperatures	are	still	suitable	to	growing	fava	beans,	the	plants	might	regrow	and	provide	a	second	harvest.	Most	gardeners	grow	fava	beans	from	seed.	And	you	can	save	seeds	from	a	mature	plant	to	grow	during	the	next	season.	This	is	an	easy	and	inexpensive	way	to	get	new	plants,	and	it	will	allow	you	to
duplicate	plants	whose	vigor	or	flavor	was	particularly	good.	Heres	how:	Allow	pods	to	dry	out	on	the	plant.	Then,	cut	them	off.Arrange	the	pods	in	a	single	layer,	and	dry	them	for	at	least	two	weeks	indoors	in	a	cool,	dry	spot	with	good	air	flow.Remove	the	seeds	from	the	pods,	and	put	them	in	an	airtight	container.	Place	the	container	in	a	freezer	for
a	week.	Then,	store	it	in	a	cool,	dark	spot.	Fava	beans	are	planted	much	like	other	types	of	beans.	Here's	how	to	great	fava	beans	from	seed:Speed	up	germination	by	soaking	the	seeds	in	water	for	12	to	24	hours	before	sowing.Direct	sow	the	seeds	1	to	2	inches	deep	and	6	inches	apart.Keep	the	soil	moist	but	not	soggy,	and	germination	should	occur
in	a	week	or	two.Thin	the	seedlings	to	4	to	6	inches	because	crowding	can	encourage	diseases.	Fava	beans	are	annuals,	meaning	they	complete	their	life	cycle	in	one	growing	season.	Therefore,	overwintering	is	not	necessary.	Leaving	the	plant	roots	in	place	after	harvesting	will	continue	to	fix	nitrogen	in	the	soil.	However,	in	warm	climates,	many
gardeners	plant	fava	beans	in	the	fall,	overwintering	them	in	the	moderate	climate,	for	a	spring	harvest.	Fava	beans	are	largely	trouble-free	in	cooler	weather,	but	warm	temperatures	can	bring	a	variety	of	insect	pests,	including	aphids	and	black	flies.	Pea	and	bean	weevils	might	feed	on	the	leaves	and	can	damage	young	seedlings.	Broad	bean	seed
beetles	can	eat	holes	in	the	seeds,	though	this	usually	does	not	hinder	germination.	Fungal	diseases	and	rust	also	can	be	a	problem	in	wet	conditions.	Watch	for	powdery	mildew,	fusarium	root	rot,	mosaic	virus,	and	broad	bean	chocolate	spot.	Make	sure	you	provide	plenty	of	room	between	the	plants	to	improve	air	circulation.	Fava	bean	flowers	grow
in	spiked	clusters	and	are	mostly	white	with	dark	markings,	although	they	can	also	be	crimson.	They	mature	into	thick,	waxy	pods	that	can	stretch	to	almost	a	foot	long	and	contain	up	to	six	seeds.	To	encourage	your	fava	bean	plant	to	flower,	ensure	there	isn't	too	much	nitrogen	in	the	soil.	These	plants	generally	do	not	require	fertilization,	so	if	you
are	over-fertilizing	with	a	nitrogen-based	fertilizer,	the	plant	may	not	flower.	Yellowing	leaves	on	a	fava	bean	plant	could	either	be	due	to	a	nutrient	deficiency	(iron,	nitrogen,	or	magnesium)	or	a	water	deficiency.	Ensure	your	plant	has	a	regular	supply	of	moisture.	If	that	doesn't	remedy	the	issue,	you	may	need	to	improve	the	quality	of	the	soil.	Fava
bean	plants	can	drop	leaves	when	under	stress.	This	could	be	due	to	low	water,	excessive	heat	or	cold,	or	improper	light	conditions.FAQFava	beans	are	fairly	easy	to	grow	as	long	as	they	have	adequate	temperatures.Fava	beans	take	between	80	to	100	days	on	average	to	reach	their	harvest.Fava	beans	are	annuals,	meaning	they	complete	their	life
cycle	in	one	growing	season.Broad	beans	(Vicia	faba),	also	known	as	fava	beans,	are	a	fantastic	addition	to	any	vegetable	garden.	Not	only	are	they	packed	with	protein	and	nutrients,	but	they	also	improve	soil	fertility	by	fixing	nitrogen.	However,	to	ensure	a	bountiful	harvest,	timing	is	everything.	Planting	too	early	can	expose	seedlings	to	frost,	while
planting	too	late	may	reduce	yields.In	this	comprehensive	guide,	well	walk	you	through	the	best	times	to	plant	broad	beans,	taking	into	account	different	climates,	soil	conditions,	and	planting	methods.	Whether	youre	a	beginner	or	an	experienced	gardener,	this	article	will	help	you	master	the	art	of	broad	bean	planting	timing	for	optimal
results.Broad	beans	are	a	hardy,	cool-season	crop	that	can	be	grown	in	various	climates.	They	thrive	in	temperatures	between	5C	and	15C	(41F	to	59F)	and	can	withstand	light	frosts,	making	them	one	of	the	earliest	vegetables	to	be	planted	in	the	gardening	season.They	grow	best	in	well-drained	soil	with	a	neutral	to	slightly	alkaline	pH	(6.57.5).
These	plants	are	known	for	their	ability	to	enrich	the	soil	with	nitrogen,	which	benefits	future	crops	when	used	in	crop	rotation.There	are	several	varieties	of	broad	beans,	each	with	slightly	different	growing	requirements:Aquadulce	Claudia	A	popular	winter-hardy	variety,	ideal	for	autumn	sowing.The	Sutton	A	dwarf	variety	perfect	for	small	spaces
and	container	growing.Masterpiece	Green	Longpod	A	high-yielding	variety	suitable	for	spring	planting.Bunyards	Exhibition	A	traditional,	reliable	variety	producing	large	pods.Understanding	your	variety	will	help	you	decide	the	best	planting	time	for	your	beans.In	mild	climates,	broad	beans	can	be	sown	in	autumn	for	an	early	harvest	the	following
spring.	This	method	is	ideal	for	gardeners	in	areas	with	mild	winters	(USDA	zones	7-10,	UK	southern	regions).Benefits	of	autumn	planting:Produces	earlier	crops	(May-June).Reduces	the	risk	of	blackfly	infestation.Stronger,	well-established	plants	in	spring.Tips	for	success:Choose	hardy	varieties	like	Aquadulce	Claudia	or	Super	Aquadulce.Ensure	soil
is	well-drained	to	prevent	waterlogging.Protect	young	plants	with	cloches	or	fleece	during	harsh	frosts.If	you	live	in	a	region	with	mild	winters,	you	can	sow	broad	beans	in	December	or	January	under	cover	(cold	frames	or	unheated	greenhouses).Why	try	winter	sowing?Saves	time	in	spring	by	allowing	slow	but	steady	growth.Reduces	competition	for
garden	space.Make	sure	to	use	deep-root	trainers	or	small	pots	if	sowing	indoors,	as	broad	beans	dislike	root	disturbance.Spring	sowing	is	the	most	common	method,	especially	in	colder	regions.	It	provides	reliable	germination	and	faster	growth	than	autumn	planting.Ideal	conditions	for	spring	planting:Soil	temperature	of	at	least	5C	(41F).Well-
prepared	soil	enriched	with	compost.Sowing	directly	in	the	ground	once	frost	risk	decreases.For	best	results,	sow	seeds	in	double	rows	spaced	2025	cm	apart	and	5	cm	deep.	Support	taller	varieties	with	stakes	as	they	grow.Broad	beans	struggle	in	hot	weather.	High	temperatures	can	cause	poor	pod	development,	leading	to	reduced	yields.	If	you
want	a	summer	crop,	consider	planting	dwarf	French	beans	instead.Broad	beans	prefer	fertile,	well-draining	soil.	Before	planting:Dig	in	well-rotted	manure	or	compost.Avoid	freshly	fertilized	soil	as	excess	nitrogen	promotes	leafy	growth	at	the	expense	of	pods.If	your	soil	is	heavy	clay,	consider	growing	in	raised	beds	to	improve	drainage.Direct
Sowing:	Ideal	for	autumn	and	spring	planting.	Sow	seeds	5	cm	deep,	spacing	them	2025	cm	apart.Container	Growing:	Use	a	deep	pot	(at	least	30	cm)	filled	with	rich	compost.	Water	regularly	but	avoid	waterlogging.Module	Sowing:	If	sowing	in	winter,	use	deep	root	trainers	to	minimize	root	disturbance	when	transplanting.Broad	beans	are	relatively
low-maintenance,	but	they	do	need	consistent	moisture:Keep	soil	evenly	moist,	especially	during	flowering	and	pod	development.Avoid	overwatering,	as	this	can	cause	root	rot.Fertilization	is	minimalbroad	beans	fix	their	own	nitrogen.	However,	a	potassium-rich	feed	(like	comfrey	tea)	can	boost	pod	production.Tall	varieties	need	support	to	prevent
them	from	falling	over:Use	stakes	or	string	between	rows.Dwarf	varieties	rarely	need	support,	making	them	ideal	for	windy	sites.Common	issues:Blackfly	(Aphids):	Pinch	out	the	tips	of	plants	once	flowers	appear	to	deter	infestations.Chocolate	Spot:	A	fungal	disease	caused	by	damp	conditionsensure	good	airflow	and	avoid	overcrowding.Slugs	and
Snails:	Protect	young	plants	with	barriers	like	crushed	eggshells	or	copper	tape.Broad	beans	are	ready	to	harvest	when	pods	are	well-filled	but	still	tender.	Young	beans	have	the	sweetest	flavor.	If	left	too	long,	they	become	starchy	and	tough.Pick	beans	when	they	are	around	7-10	cm	long	for	best	taste.Older	beans	can	be	shelled	and	used	in	soups	or
stews.Dried	broad	beans	can	be	stored	for	winter	use.Getting	the	timing	right	for	broad	bean	planting	is	crucial	for	a	successful	harvest.	Whether	you	plant	in	autumn	for	an	early	crop	or	in	spring	for	a	reliable	yield,	understanding	the	conditions	in	your	region	will	help	you	achieve	the	best	results.	By	following	the	guidelines	in	this	article,	youll	be
well	on	your	way	to	growing	healthy,	productive	broad	beans	in	your	garden.No,	broad	beans	struggle	in	hot	weather.	Stick	to	autumn,	winter,	or	early	spring	planting.Sow	seeds	about	5	cm	(2	inches)	deep.Yes,	most	varieties	can	handle	light	frosts,	but	young	plants	may	need	protection	in	severe	cold.Broad	beans	take	around	16-20	weeks	from
sowing	to	harvest.Soaking	can	speed	up	germination,	but	its	not	essential.Yes,	choose	dwarf	varieties	and	use	deep	containers.Not	muchjust	ensure	rich	soil	and	add	potassium	if	needed.Pinch	out	the	growing	tips	once	flowers	appear	to	deter	blackfly.When	pods	are	well-filled	but	still	tender,	around	7-10	cm	long.Yes,	allow	pods	to	fully	dry	on	the
plant	before	harvesting	seeds	for	next	season.Introduction	to	Beans	seed	germination	process:	A	bean	seed	begins	to	germinate	when	the	soil	reaches	the	right	temperature	requirement	and	moisture	penetrates	the	seed	coat.	Under	the	right	conditions,	a	seed	will	sprout	rapidly,	but	if	the	soil	is	too	cold	it	will	just	rot.	Bean	plants	are	frost-sensitive
annuals	that	grow	best	during	the	warm	season	and	plants	are	among	the	easiest	vegetables	to	grow.A	step	by	step	guide	to	beans	seed	germination	processBean	plant	is	certain	leguminous	plants	of	the	family.	Rich	in	protein	and	providing	moderate	amounts	of	iron,	thiamin,	and	riboflavin,	beans	are	used	worldwide	for	cooking	in	fresh	or	dried
form.	The	common	bean	can	be	bushy,	vine-like	or	climbing	depending	on	the	plant	variety	being	grown.	The	plant	leaves	grow	alternately	on	the	stems,	are	green	or	purple	and	are	divided	into	3	oval	leaflets	with	smooth	edges.	In	this	article	we	also	discussed	below	topics;Time	to	take	bean	seeds	take	to	germinateBean	seeds	germination	periodTips
for	bean	seeds	germinationBest	times	to	plant	beanGerminate	bean	seeds	indoorsBean	seed	germination	timeBean	seed	germination	temperaturePaper	towel	germination	method	for	growing	beansHow	do	you	make	beans	grow	fasterBest	way	to	plant	beansGrowing	beans	in	your	home	garden	and	serving	these	low-fat,	high-fiber,	protein-rich
legumes	can	be	a	money-saving	and	rewarding	experience.	Beans	are	a	healthy	good	that	is	loaded	with	protein	and	carbohydrates.	Beans	contain	plentiful	Iron	and	Calcium,	which	are	extremely	important	nutrients	for	the	body.Requirements	for	beans	seed	germination	processPlant	seeds	directly	into	the	garden	bed	so	you	wont	have	to	transplant
later.	Once	the	seed	germinates,	a	bean	seed	resents	root	disturbance.	Plant	the	bean	seeds	about	1	inch	deep	and	3	inches	apart	in	the	garden	bed.	Choose	a	spot	in	full	sun	with	loose,	well-draining	soil.	Beans	are	seeds	that	have	cells	that	grow	into	plants.	All	the	nutrients	necessary	for	this	process	are	present	in	the	seed.	Plant	the	beans	in	rows
and	the	spacing	between	rows	should	be	about	24	to	36	inches.	The	gap	between	the	bean	seeds	or	plants	should	be	around	3	to	4	inches.	Plant	at	a	depth	of	about	1	to	2	inches.	Beans	Seed	Requirements.The	time	frame	for	beans	seed	germinationUnder	good	conditions,	beans	germinate	in	8	to	10	days.	Beans	may	take	2	weeks	or	longer	if	the	soil
temperature	is	under	60F.	Wait	until	daytime	temperatures	are	above	75F	before	planting	bean	for	fast	seed	germination.	You	should	not	miss	the	Potato	Seed	Germination	Process.Moisture	requirement	for	beans	seed	germinationMany	people	soak	bean	seeds	before	planting,	but	this	procedure	can	hamper	germination	by	causing	the	seeds	to	crack
or	rot.	Beans	seed	germinate	best	in	evenly	moist,	but	not	soggy	soil.	Heavy	clay	soils	tend	to	stay	wet	longer	in	the	spring	and	amend	them	with	organic	matter	such	as	compost	or	manure	to	improve	drainage	or	plant	green	beans	in	raised	beds.	Pre-sprouting	benefitsPre-sprouting	the	seeds	allows	you	to	decide	which	ones	are	viable	and	eliminates
the	task	of	thinning	seedlings.	Therefore,	it	saves	space	in	the	garden,	and	by	exposing	the	seeds	to	ideal	conditions,	you	can	give	the	plants	an	early	start	instead	of	waiting	for	the	soil	to	warm	up	to	60F.Soaking	beans	seed	for	better	germinationSoaking	bean	seeds	in	water	could	help	promote	germination.	First,	fill	a	bowl	with	water	thats	about
80F.	Put	the	seeds	in	the	bowl	and	then	place	the	bowl	on	a	heat	mat	so	the	water	stays	warm.	Leave	the	seeds	in	the	bowl	overnight	and	they	can	absorb	the	water	and	swell.	Then,	drain	the	seeds	and	lay	them	on	a	paper	towel	for	a	short	period	until	they	are	dry	and	easier	to	handle.Conditions	for	bean	seed	germination	The	seed	germination	speed
and	overall	germination	rate	in	bush	bean	seeds	depend	greatly	on	the	conditions.	Seeds	do	not	sprout	well	indoors	and	transplant	poorly.	So	they	should	be	started	in	a	sunny	plant	bed	outdoors	after	all	danger	of	frost	has	passed	and	the	soil	has	warmed.	As	with	all	bean	seeds,	bush	bean	seeds	need	warm	conditions	to	germinate	successfully.	A	soil
temperature	of	70	to	80F	is	ideal,	although	the	seeds	sprout	at	lower	soil	temperatures	with	diminished	success.	Moisture	is	also	key,	and	it	should	be	monitored	strictly	to	prevent	overwatering.	The	soil	should	be	kept	moderately	moist	while	the	seeds	germinate,	but	the	top	1/2	inch	of	soil	should	be	allowed	to	dry	out	slightly	between	watering
sessions	to	keep	the	seeds	from	drowning.Stages	of	bean	seed	germinationGermination	is	the	procedure	in	which	a	seed,	spore,	or	fungi	sprouts,	or	begins	growth.	Seed	germination	process	can	occur	after	a	period	of	dormancy	and	is	affected	by	available	light,	water,	air,	and	many	other	variables.	They	germinate	quickly	under	the	right	conditions
and	produce	flowers	and	fruit	within	50	to	65	days,	depending	on	the	plant	variety.	If	planted	too	early,	though,	beans	can	be	slow	to	germinate	or	fail	to	germinate	at	all.	Pay	attention	to	planting	times	and	seed	depth.	Beans	are	easy	to	grow	plants	and	this	is	why	it	is	a	good	choice	to	try	for	a	first-time	vegetable	gardener.	Beans	require	full	sun	for
at	least	6	hours	per	day.	Beans	grow	best	in	warm	climates	and	dont	survive	well	in	too	cold	temperatures.	Bean	seeds	germinate	in	around	an	average	of	7	to	10	days.	You	must	keep	the	soil	moist	during	the	germination	process.	You	must	water	because	growing	beans	need	water	and	will	die	if	the	soil	gets	too	dry.	And	add	mulch	to	the	soil	to	retain
moisture.	Water	your	bean	seeds	regularly.	Immediately	after	planting,	give	seeds	plenty	of	water	to	aid	in	their	germination.	After	planting,	you	must	continue	to	water	the	seeds	once	every	2-3	days,	so	that	the	soil	is	always	moist.	Avoid	overwatering	though,	as	too	much	water	(leaving	puddles	or	pools	on	the	topsoil)	will	cause	the	seeds	to	rot.	You
may	also	like	the	Growing	Methi	in	Pots	from	Seeds.When	you	start	to	plant	the	bean	seeds,	you	have	to	make	a	plan.	The	bean	spacing	requirement	will	depend	on	the	variety	of	the	bean	that	you	have	chosen.	Make	sure	you	have	enough	space	between	the	plants	for	simple	access	when	they	have	grown	up.	Beans	have	the	added	value	of	being
highly	nutritious,	giving	you	all	the	more	reason	to	add	them	to	the	garden.	Beans	produce	best	in	soil	with	good	drainage	and	lots	of	nutrients.	To	prepare	the	soil,	mix	in	garden	compost	and	gardening	topsoil	into	your	garden	plot.There	are	four	stages	in	the	bean	plant;The	bean	seed	is	the	capsule	in	which	the	new	plant	is	housed.Germination	is
the	procedure	in	which	the	baby	plant	emerges	from	the	seed	hull.In	the	next	stage,	the	leaf	growth	begins	when	the	seedling	grows	its	true	sets	of	adult	leaves.Flowering	stages	reveal	that	the	plant	has	fully	matured	and	ready	to	begin	reproducing.Beans	produce	a	different	variety	of	seeds,	each	concealed	inside	a	pod.	As	the	pod	matures	on	the
bean	plants,	it	dries	and	splits	open	in	the	sun.	The	bean	seeds	will	eventually	fall	out	of	the	hard,	dry,	pod	to	the	earth,	or	gardeners	can	remove	them	for	storage	or	planting	later.	Bean	seeds	are	comprised	of	2	halves	called	cotyledons.	Each	cotyledon	has	a	food	source	for	the	emerging	plant.	New	bean	plants	can	live	off	of	the	stored	food	in	the
cotyledon	for	many	days,	if	necessary	until	they	can	reach	nutrients	in	the	soil.	Bean	seeds	are	dicots,	which	means	that	each	of	the	seeds	is	split	into	2	sections	and	attached	by	a	small	thin	area.	During	germination	time,	the	bean	seed	has	four	distinct	stages	of	development.	If	the	bean	seed	is	planted	in	soil,	not	all	of	the	stages	are	visible	since
some	occur	underground.	However,	seeds	are	started	in	water,	or	a	wet	paper	towel,	all	four	stages	of	seed	germination	are	easy	to	observe.Watch	for	a	small	sprout	that	emerges	from	the	bottom	of	the	seed.	This	is	the	main	root	of	the	bean	and	called	the	radicle.	This	stage	is	visible	if	the	seed	is	germinated	above	ground.	Wait	until	the	second
stage	of	growth	when	the	major	sprout	emerges	from	the	top	of	the	plant.	This	sprout	is	known	as	the	hypocotyl	and	is	the	first	sign	of	growth	for	plants	planted	in	the	soil.	And	the	hypocotyl	emerges	as	a	looped	green	stem	that	bends	toward	the	ground.	It	could	appear	as	if	the	bean	seed	is	located	at	the	top	of	the	sprout	but	these	are	called	the
cotyledons.Watch	as	the	seed	goes	through	the	third	stage	of	growth	where	the	stem	straightens	up.	The	two	cotyledons	break	apart	and	turn	toward	the	sun	to	reveal	the	first	two	leaves.	Check	the	sprouted	seed	to	watch	for	the	fourth	stage	of	germination,	which	occurs	when	the	two	cotyledons	fall	off	and	additional	leaves	appear	on	the	bean
plant.Fast	germination	of	beans	seeds	in	warm	soilBeans	take	just	7	to	14	days	to	seed	germinate	in	the	soil	at	60	to	85F	soil.	At	60F,	the	minimum	temperature	for	reliable	germination,	a	seed	will	likely	take	a	full	14	days	to	emerge.	But	when	the	soil	reaches	the	optimum	temperature	from	70	to	80F,	it	will	germinate	within	7	to	10	days.	For	the
absolute	shortest	germination	time,	grow	beans	in	80F	soil.	Not	every	seed	will	germinate	accurately.	When	growing	bean	plants,	you	can	expect	about	70	percent	to	sprout.	In	cold	soil	below	60F,	germination	rates	go	down	as	some	or	all	of	the	seeds	will	rot	before	they	sprout.	On	the	opposite	end	of	the	thermometer,	the	soil	gets	above	95F;	a	bean
seed	is	likely	to	suffer	damage	before	it	can	germinate.	Once	sprouted,	seedlings	are	sensitive	to	air	temperatures	below	freezing.Gardening	tips	for	growing	beans	from	seedYou	may	also	check	the	Growing	Swiss	Chard	Hydroponically.Beans	Gardening	Tips.Bean	plants	grow	better	in	warm	temperatures	rather	than	cooler	temperatures.Bean	plants
must	be	watered	at	least	once	a	week.Beans	grow	well	in	well-nourished	soil,	with	homemade	compost	or	manure	being	ideal	providers	of	good	nutrients.Insects	may	grow	on	the	bean	plants	and	could	need	to	be	picked	off.Humid	environments	cause	several	problems	from	the	growth	of	beans.	Plant	beans	2	to	3	inches	apart	in	the	soil.Moist	soil	is
the	best	kind	of	soil	for	growing	beans.	Water	is	good	for	bean	plants,	but	too	much	water	can	drown	them.Inserting	poles	into	the	soil	for	the	bean	plants	to	grow	on	will	help	support	them	and	make	them	stronger.Paper	towel	germination	method	for	beans	seedSprouting	the	seeds	indoors	for	immediate	transplanting	in	early	summer	could	help
ensure	more	even	germination	and	less	wasted	seed.	Beans	dont	tolerate	transplanting	well,	so	you	should	sprout	them	without	soil	and	plant	them	in	the	garden	before	they	begin	to	form	roots.	You	can	sprout	the	seeds	without	soil	on	a	paper	towel	to	check	the	viability	of	old	bean	seeds	or	saved	seeds	before	you	plant.	The	bean	seed	paper	towel
germination	process	can	be	given	below;First,	fold	a	paper	towel	in	half.	And	wet	the	towel	with	warm	water	until	its	moist	but	not	soaking	wet.Sprinkle	10	bean	seeds	on	half	of	the	folded	towel	and	fold	the	towel	over	to	cover	the	top	of	the	seeds.	Press	the	top	of	the	towel	so	the	seeds	are	in	full	contact	with	the	damp	paper	towel	on	both	sides	of
each	seed.Then	place	the	folded	towel	inside	a	plastic	zip-top	bag.	And	seal	the	bag	closed	and	set	it	in	a	warm	area,	such	as	on	top	of	a	refrigerator.Wait	one	week	if	you	are	sprouting	the	bean	seeds	to	check	for	viability.	Count	the	number	of	sprouted	seeds	to	find	the	viability	rate.	For	example,	if	7	seeds	sprout,	you	have	a	viability	rate	of	70
percent,	so	you	will	want	to	sow	an	additional	three	seeds	for	every	10	planted	in	the	garden	to	ensure	you	have	enough	plants.Check	the	seeds	daily	if	you	are	pre	sprouting	the	seeds	for	quicker	growth	in	the	garden.	Transplant	the	bean	seeds	outside,	with	the	sprouted	side	up	and	1	inch	deep,	as	soon	as	the	sprout	begins	to	emerge	and	before	the
bean	begins	to	grow	a	root.	Seal	the	bag	closed	with	the	remaining	seeds	inside	and	continue	to	check	daily	for	1	week	or	until	all	the	seeds	have	sprouted.Common	pests	and	diseases	in	beans	plantsCommon	beans	can	be	affected	by	several	diseases.	Some	of	these	diseases	can	remain	in	the	soil	for	several	years,	so	grow	beans	in	different	areas	of
the	garden	each	year.	To	prevent	the	spread	of	fungal	and	bacterial	diseases	among	bean	plants,	avoid	working	in	your	bean	patch	when	the	foliage	is	wet.	The	best	method	to	get	rid	of	beetles	and	bugs	that	might	eat	the	leaves	of	your	plants	is	to	pick	them	off	and	toss	them	into	a	jar	of	soapy	water.Beans	harvestingBeans	can	be	harvested	in	the
snap	or	green	stage,	the	shelling	stage,	or	the	dry	stage.	Try	to	harvest	beans	before	the	first	frost	and	some	gardeners	extend	their	season	by	covering	their	plants	with	sheets,	blankets,	or	row	cover	ahead	of	cold	weather.	Green	beans	are	ready	for	harvest	when	the	pods	are	still	tender	before	the	bean	seeds	start	to	swell.	Dry	beans	are	ready	for
harvest	when	the	pods	are	dry	and	brittle	and	seeds	inside	are	hard.In	case	if	you	miss	this:	Hydroponic	Tomato	Farming	Guide.	639	Broad	bean	is	one	of	the	delicious	legume	that	is	widely	grown	as	vegetable.	The	legume	can	be	grown	in	a	relatively	small	area	of	garden	spot.	To	grow	broad	beans,	sow	seeds	2	inches	deep	in	double	rows.	Broad
bean	seeds	should	be	planted	at	a	distance	of	about	6-8	inches	apart.	Water	immediately	after	sowing	your	seeds	to	speed	up	the	germination	process.	Autumn	sown	Broad	beans	can	be	ready	for	harvesting	before	24	weeks.	For	more	detailed	information	about	growing	Broad	beans	from	seeds,	follow	along	with	this	step	by	step	instructions	on	how
to	grow	grow	Broad	beans.	Read	also:	How	To	Grow	Barlotti	Beans	From	Seeds	What	is	Broad	beans?	Broad	beans,	scientifically	known	as	Vicia	faba,	is	one	of	the	species	of	flowering	plants	in	the	family	fabaceae	or	legume	family.	The	crop	is	widely	utilized	as	food	for	human	consumption	and	also	to	improve	soil	fertility.	However,	there	are	some
cultivars	that	are	mainly	grown	for	feeding	other	animals	such	as	horse.	These	cultivars	include	tick	bean	and	field	bean.	Broad	beans	do	well	in	zones	2	through	7.	It	thrives	well	in	full	sun	and	in	soil	that	is	averagely	fertile.	The	pH	for	optimal	growth	is	between	(6.2	to	6.8).	And	the	temperatures	for	healthy	growth	range	between	60-65F.	Read
also:How	To	Grow	Artichokes	From	Seeds	And	Crowns	With	this	basic	information	about	Broad	bean,	let	us	look	at	how	to	grow	Broad	beans.	But	before	then,	here	are	some	important	growing	tips:	What	is	best	way	to	grow	broad	beans?	The	best	way	to	grow	Broad	beans	is	to	sow	seeds	in	averagely	fertile	soil	with	pH	that	is	near	neutral.	Broad
beans	love	full	sun	and	also	need	to	be	planted	in	double	rows.	But,	avoid	planting	broad	beans	in	wet	soil	as	Broad	beans	do	not	like	waterlogged	area.	What	are	the	best	Broad	beans	to	grow?	The	best	varieties	of	Broad	beans	that	are	good	for	cultivation	include	Aquadulce	Claudia,	Bunyards	Exhibition,	and	Masterpiece	Green	Longpod.	Aquadulce
variety	is	very	Hardy,	which	is	great	for	autumn	planting.	Bunyards	Exhibition	on	the	other	hand	is	sweet	and	has	flavor	with	a	delicate	texture.	While	Masterpiece	Green	Longpod	is	flavored,	sweet,	and	nutty	and	has	y	high	yield.	Do	Broad	beans	need	a	trellis?	Yes,	broad	beans	need	to	be	supported	with	trellis.	When	the	broad	beans	start	to	grow,
stake	them	with	sticks	or	canes.	It	is	important	to	note	that	broad	beans	are	not	climbers.	So,	you	need	to	stake	each	plant	individually	with	sticks.	Read	also:How	To	Grow	Black	Beans	From	Seeds	At	Home	Soak	Broad	beans	before	planting	Another	important	growing	tip	you	need	to	know	is	soaking	the	broad	bean	seeds	before	planting.	Soaking
seeds	before	sowing	helps	speed	up	the	germination	process.	Soak	your	seeds	for	about	12	to	24	hours	in	warm	water.	This	helps	soften	the	seed	coat	and	allow	quicker	germination.	How	long	do	Broad	beans	take	to	germinate	If	you	provide	all	the	conditions	necessary	for	germination,	your	broad	beans	will	begin	to	germinate	after	8-10	days.
However,	if	you	plant	your	broad	bean	seeds	around	November,	your	seeds	may	take	longer	period	of	time	before	they	can	germinate.	So,	planting	early	and	at	the	growing	season	is	also	a	key	to	faster	germination.	With	these	few	tips	about	growing	Broad	beans,	let	us	look	at	how	to	grow	them.	How	to	grow	broad	beans	from	seeds	Broad	beans	can
be	grown	in	greenhouse,	containers,	and	garden	ground.	However,	the	Broad	beans	prefer	garden	soil.	You	can	choose	to	grow	your	broad	bean	in	greenhouse	or	containers	if	you	start	your	seeds	early.	Related:How	To	Grow	Caraway	Plant	From	Seeds	In	this	article,	I	will	show	you	how	to	grow	Broad	beans	in	both	garden	spot	and	containers.	Lets
get	started.	How	to	grow	Broad	beans	in	a	garden	Here	is	a	step	by	step	instructions:	1.	Choose	the	right	Broad	bean	variety:	the	first	step	to	growing	a	successful	Broad	beans	is	to	choose	good	variety	and	plant.	A	good	variety	of	Broad	bean	is	one	that	is	well	adopted	to	common	pests	and	diseases.	You	can	find	these	types	of	varieties	from	your
local	gardeners.	You	can	also	choose	from	the	above	varieties	I	mentioned	above.	These	varieties	are	also	good	and	heirloom.	2.	Choose	the	right	planting	time:	start	your	broad	beans	at	the	right	time.	Broad	bean	is	considered	a	spring	crop.	Broad	bean	is	usually	planted	in	spring	from	the	month	of	February	to	April.	But,	some	common	varieties	bof
Broad	beans	are	very	hardy,	and	these	varieties	are	usually	planted	in	autumn	from	October	to	November.	3.	Choose	the	right	garden	spot:	the	next	most	important	step	is	to	choose	a	garden	spot.	Do	not	start	your	garden	in	poor	garden	spot.	Locate	your	garden	in	spot	with	soil	that	has	an	average	fertility.	Read	also:How	To	Grow	Adzuki	Beans
From	Seeds	In	8	Easy	Steps	The	place	should	be	well	flat	and	not	waterlogged.	The	soil	should	be	well-drained	and	must	have	a	pH	that	is	near	neutral.	Do	not	start	your	garden	in	shaded	area	and	waterlogged.	The	place	should	be	in	full	sun.	4.	Prepare	the	garden	spot:	the	next	step	is	to	prepare	the	garden	spot	for	sowing	your	broad	seeds.	Broad
beans	do	well	in	double	rows.	So,	loosen	the	top	10	inches	of	the	soil	and	prepare	double	rows.	Space	double	rows	about	8	inches	apart.	And	if	you	are	adding	more	double	rows,	leave	about	24	inches	of	space	between	double	rows.	This	space	is	important	because	it	helps	allow	air	to	properly	pass	in	and	out	of	the	garden.	Read	also:How	to	grow
black-eyed	peas	from	dried	beans	5.	Sow	your	broad	bean	seeds:	after	you	finish	preparing	the	garden	spot,	sow	your	seeds.	Sow	Broad	bean	seeds	2	inches	deep.	Space	planting	holes	about	6	inches	apart.	Water	immediately	after	planting	the	Broad	bean	seeds.	Watering	helps	moisten	the	garden	soil	and	seeds,	which	in	turn	quicken	germination.	6.
Take	care	of	your	broad	bean	garden:	Broad	bean	just	like	other	legumes	do	not	like	much	care.	If	the	soil	is	good,	you	need	to	supplement	the	plants	with	fertilizer.	Water	regularly	when	the	garden	soil	dry	up.	But,	avoid	flooding	your	garden	as	this	can	attract	pests	and	damage	your	plants.	This	is	how	to	grow	Broad	beans	in	the	garden.	Lets	now
look	at	how	to	grow	Broad	beans	in	pots.	How	to	grow	Broad	beans	in	pots	Growing	your	broad	beans	in	containers	can	give	you	a	heads	start	and	help	you	harvest	early.	You	can	sow	seeds	in	containers	indoors	earlier	before	the	growing	season.	To	grow	Broad	beans	in	containers,	here	is	a	step	by	step	instructions:	1.	Choose	the	right	containers
with	reasonable	sizes:	find	and	buy	pots	that	are	well-drained.	For	this	purpose,	buy	containers	that	are	made	from	ceramic	material.	The	containers	should	be	large	enough.	2.	Fill	the	containers	with	good	soil	mixes:	fill	the	containers	with	potting	mixes.	Do	not	use	garden	soil.	Garden	soil	can	contains	weed	seeds	and	pathogens.	However,	if	you
want	to	use	the	garden	soil,	make	sure	you	sterilize	the	soil	before	adding.	Mix	the	soil	with	compost,	sand,	and	agricultural	lime	if	the	soil	is	too	acidic.	3.	Sow	your	broad	bean	seeds:	sow	your	broad	bean	seeds	2	inches	deep.	Attach	stake	or	stick	to	every	pot	to	support	the	Broad	bean	when	they	started	growing.	Water	immediately	after	sowing



seeds	to	promote	faster	germination.	4.	Take	care	of	your	broad	beans:	ensure	that	you	water	your	broad	bean	plants	timely	and	gently.	Feed	them	timely	with	all	purpose	compost.	Take	them	out	when	the	weather	is	too	cold.	And	it	is	hot	outside,	bring	them	back	to	inside.	How	long	do	Broad	beans	take	to	grow?	Under	normal	growing	conditions,	a
healthy	Broad	bean	plants	can	take	75-90	days	from	planting	to	harvesting.	However,	some	varieties	of	Broad	bean	can	take	longer	or	less	than	what	I	have	stated	here.	For	instance,	a	fall-planted	Broad	bean	variety	usually	takes	about	240	days	to	become	ready.	Read	also:How	To	Grow	Aubergines	From	Seeds	And	Aubergines	How	to	pinch	out
Broad	beans	You	can	pinch	out	your	Broad	beans	when	the	young	beans	appear	at	the	base	of	Broad	bean	plants.	Pinch	out	the	growing	tips	with	two	leaves	attached.	Pinching	out	Broad	beans	is	done	to	prevent	black	bean	aphids	infestation	and	also	encourage	Broad	bean	plant	to	direct	all	the	food	energy	to	growing	large	pods	instead	of	putting	the
energy	in	growing	leaves	and	other	vegetative	organs.	How	to	support	Broad	beans	When	the	Broad	beana	begin	to	grow	into	plants,	you	need	to	support	them.	This	is	because	Broad	beans	are	not	climbers.	To	support	Broad	bean	plants,	use	about	50	inches	of	sticks	to	enclose	the	whole	rows.	Place	the	sticks	at	24	inches	intervals	around	the	rows.
Tie	3	layers	of	string	around	the	sticks.	How	to	harvest	broad	beans	Your	Broad	beans	can	be	ready	to	harvest	from	late	spring	to	mid-summer.	However,	this	depends	on	the	which	time	you	planted	your	broad	beans	and	also	the	variety	you	used.	You	can	harvest	the	young	pods	when	the	pods	are	about	7.5cm	(3in)	tall.	These	pods	can	be	enjoyed	as
vegetables	in	salad	when	cooked.	Ensure	that	you	check	your	broad	beans	timely.	This	is	because	pods	mature	quickly	and	so	you	can	pick	those	that	are	already	and	give	room	for	others	to	grow.	When	you	are	picking	your	broad	bean	pods	to	shell,	leave	the	pods	on	the	parent	Broad	beans	until	the	beans	are	visible	through	the	pod.	However,	dont
also	wait	fortoo	long.	Broad	beans	recipe	Broad	beans	can	be	enjoyed	in	different	ways.	The	young	tender	leaves	and	pods	can	be	cooked	and	enjoyed	in	salad.	Broad	beans	can	also	be	enjoyed	with	tomatoes	and	burrata	as	a	broad	beans	flecked	salsa	Verde.	It	can	also	be	enjoyed	with	other	legumes	such	as	peas.	Broad	beans	growing	problems	The
most	common	problems	broad	beans	growers	usually	encounter	are	pests	and	diseases.	Let	us	look	at	the	pests	and	diseases	of	Broad	beans	below.	Pests	and	diseases	of	Broad	beans	1.	Black	bean	aphids:	This	is	the	common	pests	of	Broad	beans	that	cause	broad	beans	leaves	to	be	stunted.	2.	Pea	and	bean	weevil:	this	is	a	tiny	insect	pest	of	Broad
beans,	which	causes	scalloped	appearance	on	leaves	by	biting	and	making	U-shaped	holes	on	the	leaves.	How	to	protect	Broad	beans	pests	You	can	protect	black	bean	aphid	by	companion	planting	and	planting	of	resistant	varieties.	If	your	plants	are	attacked	by	Black	bean	aphids,	pinch	out	where	the	black	bean	aphid	infested.	You	can	also	handpick
the	aphids	if	they	are	not	plenty.	On	the	other	hand,	the	bean	weevil	can	also	be	protected	by	planting	resistant	varieties	and	covering	with	fleece.	1.	Chocolate	spot:	chocolate	spot	is	a	fungal	diseases,	which	affect	Broad	beans	by	causing	brown	spots	and	streaks	on	the	Broad	beans	stems	and	pods.	2.	Broad	beans	rust:	broad	bean	rust	is	another
fungal	disease	that	affect	Broad	beans.	However,	Broad	bean	is	more	damaging	than	chocolate	spot.	The	disease	affect	Broad	beans	by	causing	dark	brown,	small,	and	dusty	spots.	Ad	sometimes	covered	with	a	pale	yellow	Halo.	How	to	protect	Broad	beans	from	diseases	Make	space	between	plants	and	rows	to	allow	air	to	properly	pass	in	and	out	of
the	garden.	Affected	plants	should	be	destroyed	immediately.	Taking	these	measures	can	help	control	broad	bean	rust.	Chocolate	spot	is	also	caused	by	later	k	of	ventilation.	So,	leave	enough	space	that	allows	proper	airflow	in	the	garden.	Conclusion	In	this	article,	I	looked	at	how	to	grow	Broad	beans	from	seeds.	I	hope	the	hleps	you	in
understanding	how	to	grow	Broad	beans	from	seeds.	Let	me	know	if	you	have	any	questions.	

How	long	do	broad	beans	take	to	germinate	in	pots.	How	long	do	broad	bean	seeds	take	to	germinate.	How	quickly	do	broad	beans	grow.	How	long	do	broad	beans	take	to	grow.	How	long	does	a	broad	bean	take	to
germinate.	How	long	do	broad	beans	take	to	sprout.
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