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Roosevelt	big	stick	policy

President	Theodore	Roosevelt	implemented	the	Big	Stick	policy	during	his	presidency.	The	policy	was	represented	by	the	slogan	“Speak	softly	and	carry	a	big	stick.”	It	aimed	to	prioritize	both	diplomatic	negotiations	and	military	readiness	in	order	to	protect	American	interests	when	required.	Roosevelt	introduced	the	phrase	during	a	speech	at	the
Minnesota	State	Fair	on	September	2,	1901,	just	twelve	days	prior	to	assuming	the	presidency	following	President	McKinley’s	assassination.	As	president,	Roosevelt	assumed	responsibility	for	all	American	affairs,	including	those	resulting	from	the	Spanish-American	war	and	diplomatic	relations	with	other	countries.	Throughout	his	presidency,	he
implemented	a	new	foreign	policy	known	as	the	Big	Stick	policy,	which	involved	the	development	of	the	Roosevelt	Corollary.	The	Roosevelt	Corollary	expanded	upon	the	Monroe	Doctrine	and	authorized	the	United	States	to	intervene	in	Central	American,	South	American,	and	Caribbean	nations’	economies	if	they	were	unable	to	repay	their
international	debts.	The	purpose	of	this	action	was	to	prevent	European	nations,	many	of	which	had	provided	loans	to	these	nations,	from	intervening	in	the	“sphere	of	influence”	of	the	United	States.	President	Roosevelt	believed	in	the	importance	of	striving	for	peace	and	using	force	only	when	necessary.	He	kept	this	in	mind	when	developing	and
implementing	the	Big	Stick	policy.	The	initial	intention	of	the	United	States	was	always	to	aid	and	maintain	peace,	but	Roosevelt	also	ensured	that	our	military	remained	strong	and	that	other	nations	were	aware	of	its	power.	The	military	was	one	of	the	stakeholders	impacted	by	the	Big	Stick	policy.	Roosevelt	bolstered	the	Navy’s	status	as	a	major	sea
power	and	modernized	and	improved	the	efficiency	of	the	army.	The	Big	Stick	policy	extended	to	dealings	with	various	foreign	countries,	particularly	those	in	Latin	America	such	as	Panama,	Colombia,	Cuba,	and	the	Dominican	Republic.	In	1903,	the	United	States	assisted	Panama	in	their	revolution	against	Colombia.	When	Panama	gained
independence	from	Colombia,	the	United	States	saw	an	opportunity	to	negotiate	and	build	the	Panama	Canal.	The	construction	of	this	canal	was	highly	significant	for	the	US	because	it	reduced	the	travel	distance	between	the	East	and	West	coasts	from	14,000	miles	to	only	5,000	miles.	This	was	especially	important	for	President	Roosevelt	as	he	had
recently	acquired	Puerto	Rico,	the	Philippines,	and	Guam	and	wanted	a	more	efficient	route	for	naval	ships	to	move	between	the	Atlantic	and	Pacific	Oceans.	Currently,	military	watercraft	still	make	use	of	the	canal.	Annotated	Bibliography	Hart,	Diane,	et	al.	(2008).	History	Alive!:	pursuing	American	ideals.	Student	ed.	Palo	Alto,	CA:	Teachers’
Curriculum	Institute.	Print.	This	source	is	a	high	school	U.S.	history	textbook	for	11th	grade	students	that	provides	information	on	the	basics	of	the	Big	Stick	policy,	including	its	creators	and	timeline.	The	reliability	of	this	textbook	can	be	trusted	as	it	was	created	for	national	use	by	students	and	teachers	and	is	written	from	an	American	perspective
by	Diana	Hart	and	other	scholars.	Roosevelt	Theodore.	Britannica	Elementary	Encyclopedia.	(2003).	eLibrary.	Web.	13	Nov	2013.	“The	Big	Stick”	is	an	online	History	textbook	that	offers	accurate	and	useful	information	about	American	history.	It	specifically	provides	valuable	insights	about	the	Big	Stick	policy,	including	the	reasons	behind	its	creation
and	the	foreign	countries	it	was	implemented	in.	This	online	textbook	is	trustworthy	due	to	its	numerous	sources	and	helpful	attachments,	such	as	a	study	guide,	practice	quiz,	and	digital	flashcards.	Furthermore,	its	reliability	is	evident	through	the	consistency	of	information	it	provides	when	compared	to	other	reliable	sources.	Originally	designed	as
an	online	textbook	for	students	and	educators,	“The	Big	Stick”	is	a	reliable	source	of	knowledge.	Another	relevant	source,	“Theodore	Roosevelt’s	Corollary	to	the	Monroe	Doctrine,”	can	be	found	in	eLibrary.	This	website	serves	as	an	online	representation	of	the	Roosevelt	Corollary,	which	was	written	by	President	Roosevelt.	Through	this	website,	I
gained	a	comprehensive	understanding	of	the	intricacies	of	the	corollary	to	the	Monroe	Doctrine	and	its	overall	policy.	The	Roosevelt	Corollary	addresses	various	aspects	including	foreign	policy,	arbitration	treaties,	and	policies	towards	other	countries	in	the	western	hemisphere.	The	Big	Stick	Policy.	(2016,	Jun	14).	Retrieved	from	Remember!	This
essay	was	written	by	a	student	You	can	get	a	custom	paper	by	one	of	our	expert	writers	Order	custom	paper	Without	paying	upfront	“The	Big	Stick	in	the	Caribbean	Sea”	—	a	cartoon	that	depicts	U.S.	President	Theodore	Roosevelt	implementing	his	foreign	policy	ideas.	Public	domain	picture.	The	“Big	Stick	policy”,	or	“Big	Stick	diplomacy”,	is	a
foreign	policy	approach	that	advocates	combining	peaceful	negotiations	with	the	implicit	threat	of	military	force.	It	traces	its	roots	back	to	Theodore	Roosevelt,	the	President	of	the	United	States	from	1901	to	1909,	and	remains	a	significant	concept	of	the	nation’s	foreign	policy	history.	To	understand	its	significance,	we	must	delve	into	its	origins,
practical	applications	and	legacy.	In	the	closing	years	of	the	19th	century,	the	United	States	emerged	as	a	new	world	power.	The	rapid	industrialization	and	urbanization	of	the	country	allowed	it	to	extend	its	reach	beyond	North	America,	positioning	itself	alongside	the	longstanding	empires	of	Europe.	During	William	McKinley’s	administration,	for
example,	the	U.S.	won	a	war	against	Spain	—	the	Spanish-American	War	of	1898	—	and	began	to	exert	control	over	Cuba,	Puerto	Rico	and	the	Philippines.	In	1901,	Theodore	Roosevelt	rose	to	power	as	McKinley’s	successor.	He	believed	that	the	United	States,	bolstered	by	its	recent	military	successes,	did	not	always	need	to	resort	to	overt	force	to
achieve	its	international	objectives.	The	mere	threat	of	potential	military	action,	if	negotiations	were	not	fruitful,	often	sufficed.	Roosevelt	outlined	his	views	through	a	West	African	proverb	that	he	was	fond	of:	“Speak	softly	and	carry	a	big	stick;	you	will	go	far”	In	a	speech	at	the	Minnesota	State	Fair	on	September	2,	1901,	he	used	this	phrase	as	a
metaphor.	It	meant	that	he	emphasized	the	need	for	careful	negotiations	with	other	countries	(“speaking	softly”)	while	maintaining	the	capability	and	willingness	to	use	military	force	(“big	stick”)	if	required.	In	1823,	then	President	James	Monroe	had	formulated	the	Monroe	Doctrine.	According	to	him,	any	European	intervention	in	Americas	would	be
considered	a	potentially	hostile	act	against	the	United	States.	When	Roosevelt	took	power,	he	thought	of	the	U.S.	as	the	“policeman”	of	the	Western	Hemisphere,	with	a	moral	imperative	to	ensure	stability,	especially	in	its	immediate	neighborhood.	So	he	expanded	the	Monroe	Doctrine,	claiming	that	the	U.S.	had	the	right	to	intervene	in	Latin
American	nations	to	maintain	stability.	“In	cases	of	flagrant	and	chronic	wrongdoing	by	a	Latin	American	country,	the	United	States	could	intervene	in	that	country’s	internal	affairs”	Roosevelt	Corollary	Big	Stick	ideology	and	the	Roosevelt	Corollary	would	inspire	several	U.S.	interventions	in	Latin	America.	In	1902,	the	Venezuelan	government
defaulted	on	its	debts	—	much	to	the	dismay	of	its	European	creditors.	Britain,	Germany,	and	Italy	retaliated	by	blocking	the	country’s	ports	and	imposing	an	embargo,	as	a	way	to	pressure	it	into	fulfilling	its	financial	obligations.	On	the	one	hand,	Roosevelt	was	convinced	that	Venezuela	had	to	make	good	on	its	obligations.	Thus	he	believed	that	the
naval	blockade	was	fair	—	provided	that	the	Europeans	did	not	seize	territory	in	Latin	America.	On	the	other	hand,	Roosevelt	worried	that	use	of	force	against	Venezuela	could	set	a	dangerous	precedent	for	future	interventions	in	the	continent.	Accordingly,	he	denounced	the	Europeans	and	persuaded	them	to	accept	a	compromise	solution	to	the
crisis.	In	1903,	the	Venezuelans	would	agree	to	commit	30%	of	its	customs	duties	to	paying	previous	debts.	The	United	States	had	long	acknowledged	the	benefits	of	a	canal	connecting	the	Atlantic	and	Pacific	Oceans.	In	the	end	of	the	19th	century,	Nicaragua	and	Panama	were	both	speculated	as	possible	locations	for	such	a	venture.	Eventually,
Nicaragua	was	ruled	out	because	flooding	its	gigantic	forests	would	not	be	viable.	So	the	U.S.	initiated	negotiations	with	Colombia,	which	ruled	over	Panama	at	that	time,	and	France,	which	was	also	interested	in	the	project.	When	talks	stalled,	Roosevelt	supported	a	Panamanian	revolution,	leading	to	the	formation	of	Panama	as	a	separate	nation.	The
Colombians	attempted	to	reverse	this	fact,	but	were	thwarted	by	the	nearby	presence	of	the	U.S.	military.	Following	this	threat	of	intervention,	the	U.S.	successfully	undertook	the	construction	of	the	canal,	which	was	opened	in	1914.	After	the	Spanish-American	War	of	1898,	Cuba	was	granted	nominal	independence.	In	practice,	though,	it	fell	under
the	control	of	the	United	States.	In	1901,	the	U.S.	Congress	passed	the	Platt	Amendment	to	the	Army	Appropriations	Bill.	It	contained	seven	conditions	for	the	withdrawal	of	American	troops	from	Cuban	territory	—	this	is	their	essence:	Cuba	cannot	make	treaties	or	agreements	with	foreign	powers	that	would	weaken	its	independence	or	allow	foreign
control	or	colonization	of	any	part	of	the	island.	Cuba	cannot	accumulate	public	debt	that	its	government	is	unable	to	pay.	The	United	States	can	intervene	militarily	to	protect	Cuban	independence,	ensure	a	stable	government,	safeguard	life,	property,	and	individual	liberty,	and	fulfill	American	obligations.	The	actions	taken	by	the	United	States
military	in	Cuba	are	valid,	and	any	rights	acquired	during	that	time	will	be	upheld.	Cuba	commits	to	following	plans	for	sanitation	in	cities	to	prevent	disease	outbreaks.	The	sovereignty	over	the	Isle	of	Pines	will	be	decided	in	the	future.	Cuba	will	sell	or	lease	lands	to	the	United	States	at	specified	points	for	coaling	or	naval	stations	(later	on,	this
would	lead	to	the	construction	of	the	U.S.	Navy	base	at	Guantánamo	Bay).	As	a	means	to	ensure	their	implementation,	Cuba	inscribed	these	conditions	in	its	Constitution.	During	Roosevelt’s	administration,	the	U.S.	military	intervened	in	Cuba	multiple	times.	For	instance,	in	1906,	when	political	unrest	and	economic	instability	threatened	foreign
investments	and	interests	in	Cuba,	Roosevelt	sent	troops	to	restore	order	and	protect	American	citizens.	Similarly,	the	U.S.	intervened	in	1909	after	a	contested	presidential	election.	Although	the	United	States	was	focused	in	its	vicinity,	elements	of	Big	Stick	diplomacy	were	applied	to	other	regions	too.	The	Great	White	Fleet	was	a	naval	expedition
undertaken	by	the	United	States	Navy	from	1907	to	1909.	It	was	comprised	by	16	battleships	painted	white	that	embarked	on	a	worldwide	journey	to	demonstrate	the	United	States’	power.	The	fleet’s	primary	objective	was	to	project	naval	force	across	long	distances,	particularly	in	the	Pacific	and	in	the	Atlantic.	This	expedition	introduced	the	U.S.	as
a	major	sea	power	and	helped	to	avert	a	war	against	Japan	because	of	the	mistreatment	of	Japanese	nationals	in	California.	Tensions	would	come	to	an	end	when	American	sailors	were	warmly	welcomed	by	the	Japanese	at	the	Yokohama	port.	The	Great	White	Fleet,	because	it	projected	power	without	resorting	to	the	use	of	force,	stands	as	the
embodiment	of	Big	Stick	policy	on	a	global	scale.	Big	Stick	ideology	was	a	fundamental	aspect	of	Theodore	Roosevelt’s	foreign	policy.	It	enabled	the	United	States	to	assert	its	military	prowess	while	maintaining	peaceful	and	diplomatic	relations	with	other	states.	In	its	heyday,	this	policy	did	not	go	unchallenged.	Some	nations	perceived	the	U.S.	as	an
imperialistic	power,	and	worried	about	the	interference	in	the	affairs	of	sovereign	states.	Additionally,	there	were	Americans	who	believed	that	the	government	was	risking	unnecessary	confrontations	in	Latin	America.	Nonetheless,	the	pursuit	of	peace	backed	by	military	strength	remains	a	tenet	of	the	United	States’	diplomacy.	The	deployment	of
troops	abroad,	the	unwillingness	to	let	go	of	the	nuclear	arsenal,	and	the	“freedom	of	navigation”	operations	in	the	high-seas	stand	as	a	testment	to	the	wisdom	of	Roosevelt’s	ideas.	Although	the	U.S.	no	longer	intervenes	in	neighboring	countries,	the	Big	Stick	policy	has	left	an	enduring	legacy	for	it.	Home	Videos	World	History	NARRATOR:	Theodore
Roosevelt	became	the	26th	president	of	the	United	States	in	1901.	He	was	42	years	old	at	the	time,	making	him	the	youngest	person	ever	to	become	president.	He	was	known	for	his	progressive	reforms	and	his	bold	involvement	in	world	affairs.	Roosevelt	grew	up	in	a	wealthy	family	in	New	York	City.	From	an	early	age	he	displayed	a	wide-ranging
intellectual	curiosity,	but	he	was	especially	interested	in	natural	history.	Sickly	as	a	boy,	Roosevelt	suffered	from	severe	asthma	and	was	physically	weak.	As	he	grew	older	he	developed	a	strong	physique	through	exercise.	He	became	a	lifelong	advocate	of	vigorous	physical	and	mental	activity,	advising	everyone	to	lead	what	he	called	“the	strenuous
life.”	This	attitude	influenced	Roosevelt	both	as	an	outdoorsman	and	as	a	politician.	Roosevelt	entered	politics	as	a	Republican	representative	in	the	state	legislature	of	New	York.	In	1897	President	William	McKinley	named	him	assistant	secretary	of	the	Navy.	When	the	Spanish-American	War	broke	out	the	next	year,	Roosevelt	organized	the	1st
Volunteer	Cavalry	regiment.	They	were	called	the	Rough	Riders	because	many	of	them	were	cowboys.	Roosevelt	was	acclaimed	a	national	hero	when	he	led	a	daring	charge	up	Kettle	Hill	in	Cuba.	Roosevelt	came	home	to	be	elected	governor	of	New	York	in	1898.	He	became	an	energetic	reformer,	sweeping	out	corrupt	officials	and	enacting
legislation	to	regulate	corporations	and	the	civil	service.	Roosevelt’s	reforms	made	Republican	Party	leaders	wary.	To	prevent	him	from	winning	a	second	term	as	governor,	the	Republicans	nominated	him	as	vice	president	to	William	McKinley.	McKinley	won	the	election,	but	he	was	assassinated	in	1901,	elevating	Roosevelt	to	the	presidency.	In	1904
President	Roosevelt	was	elected	to	a	full	term.	Roosevelt	invented	the	term	“bully	pulpit”	to	describe	his	view	of	the	presidency.	This	means	that	he	used	his	office	to	speak	out	on	important	issues	in	an	effort	to	shape	public	opinion.	Building	on	his	reputation	as	a	reformer,	Roosevelt	stressed	economic	fairness	and	social	justice.	He	called	his
domestic	program	the	Square	Deal.	THEODORE	ROOSEVELT:	The	principles	for	which	we	stand	are	the	principles	of	fair	play	and	a	Square	Deal	for	every	man	and	every	woman	in	the	United	States:	a	Square	Deal	politically,	a	Square	Deal	in	matters	social	and	industrial.	NARRATOR:	Roosevelt’s	Square	Deal	policies	were	a	key	part	of	the	growing
Progressive	movement.	As	industry	had	expanded	in	the	United	States	after	the	Civil	War,	businesses	had	grown	larger	and	more	powerful,	often	at	the	expense	of	their	workers	and	the	public.	Roosevelt	wanted	to	end	abuses	by	trusts–big	companies	that	controlled	entire	industries,	such	as	railroads	and	oil.	Roosevelt	became	known	as	the	“Trust
Buster”	for	his	efforts	to	break	up	these	companies.	Another	priority	of	Roosevelt’s	presidency	was	the	conservation	of	America’s	natural	resources.	Roosevelt	had	spent	some	of	his	happiest	times	on	his	ranch	in	North	Dakota,	rounding	up	cattle	and	hunting	big	game.	These	experiences	deepened	his	commitment	to	preserving	the	country’s	forests
and	wildlife.	As	president	he	set	aside	vast	tracts	of	public	land	as	national	forests.	He	also	created	several	national	parks	and	monuments.	Roosevelt’s	presidency	is	also	notable	for	establishing	the	United	States	as	a	major	presence	in	world	affairs.	Roosevelt	described	his	foreign	policy	with	the	phrase	“speak	softly	and	carry	a	big	stick.”	He	used	the
forceful,	“big-stick”	approach	to	become	involved	in	the	affairs	of	Latin	America	and	build	the	Panama	Canal.	Roosevelt	showed	the	soft-spoken	side	of	his	foreign	policy	in	1905	by	mediating	an	end	to	a	war	between	Russia	and	Japan.	His	peacemaking	efforts	won	him	the	1906	Nobel	Peace	Prize,	the	first	given	to	a	U.S.	president.	Roosevelt’s	actions
at	home	and	overseas	had	a	lasting	impact	on	the	powers	and	responsibilities	of	the	presidency.	A	less	momentous	but	still	enduring	part	of	his	legacy	was	a	beloved	toy.	While	on	a	hunting	trip	in	1902,	Roosevelt	refused	to	shoot	a	bear	that	his	guides	had	tied	to	a	tree.	A	political	cartoon	depicting	this	story	inspired	a	toy	maker	to	create	a	stuffed
bear	named	after	the	president,	and	the	teddy	bear	was	born.	At	Hearst	Networks	EMEA,	we	share	stories	that	matter.	A	global	broadcaster	since	1995,	we	reach	audiences	in	over	100	countries,	including	the	UK,	Nordics,	Benelux,	Central	&	Eastern	Europe,	Spain,	Italy,	Germany,	Africa	and	the	Middle	East.	Our	stories	are	global	and	local,	linear
and	digital,	and	always	compelling.	Personalities	shine	at	Hearst	Networks	EMEA.	Our	culture	embraces	individuals,	in	all	their	daring,	passionate,	ambitious	glory.	Our	people	are	our	strength,	and	our	differences	are	celebrated.	We	challenge	each	other,	collaborate	and	come	together,	just	as	a	family	does;	winning	as	a	team	and	celebrating	as	one
too.	Everyone	has	a	voice	and	should	feel	proud	and	free	to	run	with	their	ideas,	enjoying	their	successes	and	journey	with	us.	And	in	such	an	evolving	industry,	tomorrow	is	always	today.	We	anticipate	change,	identify	future	opportunities	and	are	excited	by	the	potential	that	tomorrow	brings.	We	want	to	be	famous	for	creating	and	sharing	stories
that	matter	–	unique,	trusted,	entertaining,	everywhere.	Whether	our	stories	challenge	and	inspire	intellectually	or	simply	entertain,	we	know	that	we	are	making	a	positive	contribution	to	our	audiences	across	the	many	diverse	regions	and	countries	in	the	UK,	Europe,	The	Middle	East	and	Africa.	Striving	to	always	do	so	requires	passion.	And	it’s	with
just	as	much	passion	that	we	strive	to	gain	new	audiences	with	our	creativity	and	by	using	innovative	technology,	by	partnering	with	leading	and	emerging	local	platforms.	With	our	diverse	line-up	of	original,	high-quality	programming,	our	distribution	partners	across	EMEA	recognise	the	benefits	of	offering	Hearst	Networks	EMEA's	distinctive,	high
quality	brands	on	their	platforms	and	services.		We	understand	the	opportunity	to	grow	engagement	with	new	audiences	of	all	ages	and	through	new	partnerships	with	Facebook,	Twitter,	YouTube,	Instagram,	TikTok	and	Snapchat,	along	with	our	podcasts	and	on-demand	SVOD	services,	we	ensure	our	programming	and	unique	stories	reach	audiences
across	the	full	demographic	spectrum.	Join	our	global	team	of	talent.	At	Hearst	Networks	EMEA	you’ll	find	a	team	of	innovative,	creative	and	collaborative	people	who	embrace	change	and	want	to	continually	try	new	things.	With	offices	in	London,	Rome,	Madrid,	Warsaw,	Munich	and	Johannesburg,	we	are	a	truly	international	company	that
celebrates	difference	and	diversity.	We	offer	a	range	of	benefits	such	as	a	generous	pension	plan,	life	assurance	and	holiday	allowance,	and	there	are	useful	local	perks	in	various	offices,	and	summer	Fridays	across	the	whole	company.	But	most	of	all,	we	will	support	you	to	develop	and	grow	throughout	your	time	with	us.	Learning	is	part	of	the
journey	at	Hearst	Networks	EMEA	and	you’ll	be	offered	personal	and	professional	development	opportunities	throughout	your	career	with	us.	We’ll	do	everything	we	can	to	see	you	thrive	and	grow.	President	Theodore	Roosevelt	believed	the	United	States	should	use	its	military	strength	to	protect	its	interests.	In	1902,	he	urged	Congress	to	adopt	a
strong	approach,	saying	the	nation	needed	to	“speak	softly	and	carry	a	big	stick.”	Roosevelt	believed	America	had	the	right	—	and	responsibility	—	to	intervene	in	the	affairs	of	nations	he	viewed	as	underdeveloped	or	not	as	civilized	as	the	United	States,	especially	economically	weaker	Latin	and	Slavic	nations.A	crucial	part	of	Roosevelt’s	agenda
required	increasing	the	Navy,	allowing	the	United	States	to	have	influence	beyond	its	borders.	Under	his	leadership,	the	U.S.	Navy	became	one	of	the	world’s	strongest,	second	only	to	Great	Britain.	Roosevelt,	a	“Rough	Rider”	who	led	troops	in	the	Spanish-American	War	of	1898,	was	the	embodiment	of	America’s	new	global	role.Theodore	Roosevelt
used	the	phrase,	“Speak	softly	and	carry	a	big	stick	—	you	will	go	far.”	on	September	2,	1901,	during	a	speech	at	the	Minnesota	State	Fair	in	St.	Paul.According	to	Roosevelt,	the	phrase	was	a	West	African	proverb.On	September	6,	1901,	President	William	McKinley	was	shot.	He	died	on	September	14.Theodore	Roosevelt	became	the	26th	President	of
the	United	States	on	September	14.On	December	6.	1904,	Roosevelt’s	Annual	Message	to	Congress	introduced	the	“Roosevelt	Corollary,”	which	was	based	on	the	Big	Stick	Policy	and	extended	the	Monroe	Doctrine.William	McKinley,	August	Benziger,	1897.	Image	Source:	National	Portrait	Gallery.The	United	States	used	Roosevelt’s	expansion	of	the
Monroe	Doctrine,	known	as	the	“Roosevelt	Corollary,”	to	take	action	in	several	foreign	nations,	including	Cuba,	Panama,	and	Mexico.	The	Presidents	who	followed	Roosevelt	—	William	Howard	Taft	and	Woodrow	Wilson	—	also	modified	the	policy	to	suit	their	needs.	Under	Taft,	it	was	known	as	“Dollar	Diplomacy.”	Under	Wilson,	it	was	known	as
“Moral	Diplomacy”	or	“Missionary	Diplomacy.”Roosevelt’s	policies	were	notably	evident	in	U.S.	relations	with	Latin	America	and	the	Caribbean.	Following	the	Spanish-American	War,	the	U.S.	took	charge	of	Cuba	as	a	protectorate.	In	1898,	President	William	McKinley	asserted	that	the	American	military	would	govern	the	island	until	a	new
government	was	established.To	help	ensure	the	stability	of	a	new	Cuban	government,	Congress	passed	the	Platt	Amendment,	granting	the	U.S.	the	authority	to	intervene	if	Cuba	was	unable	to	protect	its	independence.	Cuba	gained	independence	only	when	it	accepted	U.S.	oversight	in	1902.	In	1906,	an	uprising	threatened	the	stability	of	Cuba.
President	Roosevelt	responded	by	deploying	troops,	who	remained	on	the	island	for	three	years.	Between	1912	and	1917,	the	U.S.	dispatched	Marines	to	occupy	Cuba	during	periods	of	unrest	that	posed	a	threat	to	American	interests.American	military	supremacy	in	the	Western	Hemisphere	was	demonstrated	by	the	U.S.	occupation	of	the	Panama
Canal	Zone.	In	1903,	the	United	States	supported	a	revolution	in	Colombian	Panama.	The	revolution	led	to	Panama	declaring	independence	and	the	establishment	of	a	new	government	granting	the	U.S.	control	over	the	canal	zone.	The	Panama	Canal	opened	in	1914.President	Roosevelt	sitting	on	a	steam	shovel	during	his	visit	to	the	Panama	Canal.
Image	Source:	Wikipedia.In	1909,	President	William	Howard	Taft	sent	U.S.	troops	to	Nicaragua	to	support	revolutionaries	who	were	close	to	overthrowing	the	existing	government.	These	troops	took	control	of	the	customs	houses.	Once	stability	was	restored	in	Nicaragua,	the	Taft	administration	advocated	for	American	bankers	to	extend	significant
loans	to	the	newly	established	government.	The	loans	increased	American	influence	over	Nicaragua.President	William	Howard	Taft.	Image	Source:	National	Archives.In	1905,	the	United	States	took	control	of	the	finances	of	the	Dominican	Republic.	In	1916,	after	the	Dominicans	rejected	a	treaty	that	would	have	made	it	a	U.S.	Protectorate,	President
Woodrow	Wilson	established	a	military	government.	American	troops	were	in	the	Dominican	Republic	from	1916	to	1924.	In	1915,	the	Wilson	Administration	sent	Marines	to	Haiti	to	help	end	a	revolution.	The	United	States	played	a	significant	role	in	developing	a	new	constitution	for	Haiti	in	1918.	U.S.	troops	remained	in	Haiti	until	1934.President
Woodrow	Wilson.	Image	Source:	Wikipedia.During	the	buildup	to	World	War	I,	the	Wilson	Administration	was	also	involved	in	incidents	with	Mexico.In	1910,	Porfirio	Díaz,	a	dictator	with	close	ties	to	American	business	interests,	was	ousted,	leading	to	a	series	of	revolutions.	In	1913,	a	reactionary	general	named	Victoriano	Huerta	took	power,
prompting	President	Wilson	to	refuse	recognition	of	Huerta’s	regime.In	1914,	American	forces	captured	the	Mexican	port	of	Veracruz.	This	led	to	a	confrontation	between	the	United	States	Army	and	the	Mexican	Army,	resulting	in	casualties.	The	Americans	suffered	19	men	killed,	while	the	Mexicans	suffered	126.Soon	after,	the	U.S.	provided	military
aid	to	insurgents	led	by	Venustiano	Carranza,	who	was	able	to	take	control	of	Mexico.	However,	American	proposals	to	form	a	new	government	were	rejected	by	the	Mexicans.Following	the	rejection	by	Carranza,	the	U.S.	changed	direction	and	supported	Pancho	Villa.	However,	when	it	became	clear	that	Carranza	was	going	to	retain	control,	the	U.S.
decided	to	negotiate	with	him.In	1916,	Villa	retaliated	by	seizing	16	Americans	from	a	train	in	Mexico	and	executing	them.	A	few	months	later,	he	led	his	forces	across	the	border	and	into	the	United	States	at	Columbus,	New	Mexico.	Villa	attacked	the	U.S.	Army	post	at	Camp	Furlong,	resulting	in	the	deaths	of	at	least	17	Americans.	Villa	suffered
heavy	casualties	and	returned	to	Mexico.In	response,	President	Wilson	ordered	an	expeditionary	force	into	Mexico,	an	event	known	as	the	“Pancho	Villa	Expedition.”		The	primary	objective	of	the	expedition	was	to	capture	Villa,	and	the	expedition	was	led	by	John	J.	Pershing.	The	expeditionary	forces	included	the	10th	Cavalry	Regiment	and	the	24th
Cavalry	Regiment,	which	are	known	as	the	“Buffalo	Soldiers.”John	J.	Pershing.	Image	Source:	Library	of	Congress.However,	Villa	was	able	to	elude	Pershing.	The	Mexican	government	considered	the	expedition	an	invasion	and	sent	forces	to	engage	the	Americans,	leading	to	hostilities	and	casualties	on	both	sides.	Rather	than	risk	war	with	Mexico,
Wilson	recalled	Pershing.Negotiations	between	the	U.S.	and	the	Carranza	government	carried	on	for	another	four	years.	The	U.S.	ultimately	recognized	the	Carranza	government.	However,	tensions	remained	high	between	the	two	nations.Use	the	following	links	and	videos	to	study	Theodore	Roosevelt,	John	J.	Pershing,	and	the	Roosevelt	Corollary	for
the	AP	US	History	Exam.	Also,	be	sure	to	look	at	our	Guide	to	the	AP	US	History	Exam.Big	Stick	Diplomacy	is	defined	as	a	term	used	to	describe	the	foreign	policy	of	President	Theodore	Roosevelt,	which	emphasized	the	use	of	military	power	and	the	threat	of	military	intervention	to	achieve	foreign	policy	goals.	It	is	based	on	the	idea	of	“speak	softly
and	carry	a	big	stick.”This	video	from	Tom	Richey	discussed	Big	Stick	Diplomacy	and	the	approach	taken	by	Roosevelt,	Taft,	and	Wilson.	Terms	and	Definitions	Related	to	Big	Stick	DiplomacyMonroe	Doctrine	—	The	Monroe	Doctrine	was	crafted	by	President	James	Monroe	and	Secretary	of	State	John	Quincy	Adams	in	1823.	It	was	a	pivotal	foreign
policy	statement	in	American	history.	It	asserted	that	the	Western	Hemisphere	was	off-limits	for	further	European	colonization	or	intervention.	In	essence,	it	warned	European	powers	against	meddling	in	the	affairs	of	newly	independent	Latin	American	nations.	The	Monroe	Doctrine	represented	a	significant	assertion	of	U.S.	influence	in	the	Western
Hemisphere	and	laid	the	foundation	for	American	foreign	policy	in	the	Americas.Spanish-American	War	(1898)	—	The	Spanish-American	War	was	a	conflict	fought	between	Spain	and	the	United	States	in	1898.	The	war	was	sparked	by	the	sinking	of	the	USS	Maine	in	Havana	Harbor	and	the	desire	of	the	U.S.	to	expand	its	influence	in	the	Caribbean
and	Pacific.	The	U.S.	quickly	defeated	Spain	and	as	a	result,	Spain	lost	control	of	Cuba,	Guam,	Puerto	Rico,	and	the	Philippines,	and	ceded	control	of	Guam	and	Puerto	Rico	to	the	U.S.Teller	Amendment	—	The	Teller	Amendment	was	a	resolution	passed	by	the	U.S.	Congress	in	1898,	which	stated	that	the	U.S.	had	no	intention	of	annexing	Cuba,	which
was	then	under	the	control	of	Spain.	The	amendment	was	passed	prior	to	the	outbreak	of	the	Spanish-American	War	and	was	intended	to	reassure	those	who	feared	that	the	U.S.	would	annex	Cuba	after	defeating	Spain.Platt	Amendment	—	The	Platt	Amendment	was	a	rider	to	an	Army	appropriations	bill	passed	by	the	U.S.	Congress	in	1901.	It	defined
the	terms	of	the	end	of	the	Spanish-American	War	with	regard	to	the	independence	of	Cuba.	It	stipulated	that	Cuba	would	not	contract	any	foreign	debt	without	the	consent	of	the	U.S.	and	that	the	U.S.	would	have	the	right	to	intervene	in	Cuban	affairs	and	maintain	naval	bases	on	the	island,	among	other	conditions.	It	was	used	to	justify	U.S.
intervention	in	Cuba	until	1934.Roosevelt	Corollary	—	The	Roosevelt	Corollary,	introduced	by	President	Theodore	Roosevelt	in	1904,	expanded	upon	the	Monroe	Doctrine.	It	asserted	the	United	States’	right	to	intervene	militarily	in	Latin	American	countries	to	maintain	stability	and	prevent	European	intervention.	This	policy	was	used	to	justify	U.S.
interventions	in	several	Latin	American	nations	during	the	early	20th	century.	While	presented	as	a	means	of	protecting	American	interests	and	regional	stability,	it	often	resulted	in	U.S.	involvement	in	the	internal	affairs	of	other	nations	and	has	been	criticized	for	its	impact	on	Latin	American	sovereignty.Dollar	Diplomacy	—	Dollar	Diplomacy	was	a
term	used	to	describe	the	foreign	policy	of	President	William	Howard	Taft,	which	sought	to	use	economic	and	financial	power,	rather	than	military	force,	to	further	American	interests	abroad.	The	goal	of	Dollar	Diplomacy	was	to	expand	American	economic	influence	in	other	countries	by	investing	in	infrastructure,	resources,	and	other	projects.Moral
Diplomacy	—	Moral	Diplomacy	was	a	term	used	to	describe	the	foreign	policy	of	President	Woodrow	Wilson,	which	emphasized	the	promotion	of	democracy,	self-determination,	and	human	rights	in	foreign	relations.	The	policy	called	for	the	United	States	to	use	its	moral	authority	and	influence	to	promote	the	rights	and	well-being	of	people	in	other
countries	and	to	intervene	in	the	internal	affairs	of	other	nations	when	necessary	to	protect	those	rights.Tampico	Affair	(1914)	—	The	Tampico	Affair	was	a	political	and	military	confrontation	that	took	place	in	April	1914,	between	the	United	States	and	Mexico.	It	began	when	a	detachment	of	American	sailors	was	arrested	by	Mexican	authorities	for
entering	a	restricted	area	in	Tampico,	Mexico.	The	U.S.	demanded	an	apology	and	a	21-gun	salute,	which	Mexico	refused	to	give.		U.S.	President	Woodrow	Wilson	responded	by	ordering	the	U.S.	Navy	to	occupy	the	port	of	Veracruz,	Mexico,	as	a	show	of	force.	The	incident	was	resolved	after	diplomatic	negotiations	and	Mexico	eventually	issued	the
apology.	It	is	considered	a	significant	contributing	factor	to	the	rise	of	tensions	between	the	two	countries,	which	ultimately	led	to	the	U.S.	intervention	in	the	Mexican	Revolution.
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