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Local planning strategy guidelines

The following documents are currently available: The Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015 came into effect in October 2015 and have been updated since then. The regulations have undergone several changes, including amendments made in 2020, which introduced new exemptions for small home projects and
improved local planning processes. Some key changes include the removal of the need for planning approvals for certain change-of-use applications, streamlined consultation practices, and prioritization of online publication of planning documents. Additionally, a single planning process has been established for structure plans and precinct structure
plans. The regulations can be downloaded below, along with two draft amendment regulations that have been proposed to support the implementation of the reforms. The amendments aim to streamline regulations associated with SPP and Planning Codes, as well as implement changes to local government decision-making on single house
developments. For more information on these reforms and how to make a submission, please visit the Planning and Development Amendment Bill 2023 webpage. The Western Australian Planning Commission has outlined a strategy for local planning schemes within the district of their jurisdiction. Local governments must prepare and submit these
strategies to the commission, following guidelines that have replaced the previous guidance provided in the Local Planning Manual (2010). The regulations require regular review and submission of reports, with a standardized form document available to assist with this process. To ensure consistency and alignment with state regulations, model
scheme templates are offered for planning schemes. The regulations also provide processes for preparing and amending structure plans and local development plans. Guidance documents have been prepared to support these processes, including updates made in response to recent amendments to the regulations. The City of Armadale's Town
Planning Scheme No. 4 has undergone numerous updates over the past 17 years and will undergo another update before it is replaced. The Western Australian Planning Commission recently reviewed this scheme as part of their requirements, adopting recommendations from a report that was prepared in compliance with state regulations. The City
of Armadale has initiated the preparation of a new Local Planning Strategy (LPS) and Town Planning Scheme No. 5, in accordance with the WAPC's guidelines and the city's Strategic Community Plan and Corporate Business Plan. Upon approval of the new LPS, the 2016 LPS will be revoked. The Western Australian Planning Commission has endorsed
a community engagement strategy to prepare the new LPS and Town Planning Scheme No. 5, which commenced in May 2020. A competitive tender process was conducted in September-October 2021, resulting in Taylor Burrell Barnett being appointed as the lead project consultant to prepare the City's new Local Planning Strategy. Extensive
consultation has been undertaken, involving all stakeholders, including the wider community, elected members, and government agencies. The next phase of consultation will involve setting the 'Vision' and 'Values' that will underpin the new LPS and ultimately drive the new updated Town Planning Scheme No. 5. A combination of pre-consultation
with the Armadale community and more traditional consultation inputs to draft documents will ensure extensive opportunities for public input. Following Council's adoption, the draft new Local Planning Strategy will be advertised for public review and submissions. Important note that both LPS and new TPS require State Government approvals at
several stages during the program, and staging progress is fully dependent on these approvals being forthcoming. The preparation of the new Local Planning Strategy 2024 involves several stages, including Inception and Background Review, Community Engagement on proposed LPS Vision and Values, Preparation of draft Local Planning Strategy,
Council consideration and referral to WAPC for Certification, Draft LPS modifications and WAPC approval, and Advertising of Public Review. The process of developing the new LPS involved several stages, starting with a community survey conducted in May and June 2022, followed by community workshop engagement sessions held in July 2022 to
gather feedback on the findings of the survey. The city then held community open days in September 2022 to provide further opportunities for public input. A "Vision, Values and Objectives Community Engagement Report" was prepared to consolidate the findings from these activities. The report will be used to guide final modifications to the new
LPS, with further opportunities for public engagement through written submissions expected in 2023-2024. The council has also begun preparation of a new Town Planning Scheme No.5, which is currently being reviewed and will be superseding the existing Town Planning Scheme No.4 (2005). The WAPC has endorsed the scheme review report and
new LPS, with subsequent stages including preparing the draft TPS for consultation, assessing environmental impacts, and eventually advertising the final draft for public comment. The process is expected to culminate in the final approval and publication of the new LPS in Q4 2025 - Q2 2026. The Shire’s long-term planning directions are outlined in
its Local Planning Strategy, which guides land use planning for the next decade and a half. This strategy incorporates relevant state, regional, and local planning policies and provides the basis for land use and development controls in the Local Planning Scheme. The scheme itself sets out how land is to be used and developed, including classifying
areas for specific land uses and coordinating infrastructure and development within the local government area. The Draft Local Planning Scheme No.2 (LPS2) is currently undergoing review following the conclusion of consultation on February 28, 2024. The full document can be accessed on our website. Additionally, the Shire's Structure Plans are
used to guide future subdivision and zoning of land in areas identified as suitable for urban or industrial development, or where a structure plan is required by state planning policy. These plans may be prepared if an area meets specific criteria outlined in the Local Planning Scheme.
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