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Today,	the	Blue	Origin	flew	its	founder	billionaire	Jeff	Bezos	and	three	others	into	space,	a	week	later	the	galactic	Virgin	flew	its	founder	billionaire	Richard	Branson	on	the	same	mission.	Will	space	tourism	be	more	of	a	millionaire	hobby?	From	Valerie	Stimac	Abstract	art,	or	the	planet	we	live	on	through	a	distant	camera	lens?	Sometimes	it	can	be
hard	to	say.	There	is	nothing	like	the	output	zoom	“to	generate	wanderlust	and	appreciate	the	beauty	of	our	home	planet.	And	who	better	to	offer	than	the	perspective	of	NASA,	which	for	decades	has	taken	us	further	and	further	into	space,	paradoxically	teaching	us	a	little	more	on	Earth	with	every	fodder.	As	space	tourism	becomes	more	and	more
feasible,	expect	your	Instagram	feed	to	have	more	epic.	Meanwhile,	here	are	some	of	our	favorite	photos	of	Earth	taken	by	NASA.Ctober	17,	2016Courtesy	Nasathe	Strait	of	Gibraltar,	on	the	tip	of	the	Iberian	Peninsula,	at	night.	CAPTTED	by	an	astronaut	aboard	the	International	Space	Station	(ISS),	Given	here	are	three	coral	reefs	in	Australia’s
Great	Barrier	Reef,	a	natural	wonder	of	the	world	fighting	an	existential	threat	caused	by	warming	oceans.	The	rugged	and	bony	soil	of	Morocco,	as	photographed	by	an	engineer	aboard	the	ISS	during	a	country	overpass.	A	night	stroke	of	Paris	from	far	above	gives	a	whole	new	meaning	to	the	capital’s	nickname,	â	̈¬	Å	City	of	Light.â	̈	In	this	photo,
taken	from	the	Landsat	8	satellite	of	the	U.S.	Geological	Survey,	we	see	the	Hubbard	Glacier	in	Alaska	Thickening	and	Advancing	–	A	Rare	Occurrence	in	this	day	and	age,	considering	that	most	glaciers	around	the	world	are	shrinking	due	to	climate	change.	When	mooring	over	North	East	America,	a	member	of	the	ISS	crew	captured	this	confluence
of	hydromassage	formation	in	the	Gulf	of	St.	Lawrence,	off	the	coast	of	Prince	Edward	Island,	Canada.a	Masterpiece	from	NASA’s	Blue	Period?	Some	kind	of.	This	“False	Color”	satellite	image	(a	method	used	in	rendering	for	better	data	readability)	shows	volcanic	activity	on	the	South	Sandwich	Islands,	an	uninhabited	collection	of	islands	in	the
Atlantic	Ocean.	In	the	summer	of	2015,	a	NASA	satellite	captured	the	eruption	of	Wolf,	the	tallest	volcano	in	the	Galapagos	Islands,	which	erupted	for	the	first	time	in	33	years.	The	false	color	image	shows	the	vegetated	areas	in	red	and	lava,	appearing	charcoal	or	black.	The	landsat	8	satellite	captured	the	heart-shaped	lake	St.	Clair	during	a	heavy
algal	bloom	across	the	Great	Lakes.	China’s	are	(relatively)	easy	to	spot	from	space.	But	here’s	a	funny	fact:	this	set	of	tidal	channels,	cutting	through	a	set	of	keys	in	the	is	one	of	the	most	recognizable	points	for	astronauts	on	board	the	ISS	due	to	its	Tell-Tale	model	of	shallow	currents.	Antarctica	was	one	of	the	most	remote	destinations	on	the	bucket
lists	of	travellers,	but	soon	there	will	be	an	even	more	exclusive	club	to	join.	On	June	7,	NASA	announced	its	intention	to	open	the	international	space	station	in	aIn	the	last	twenty	years,	astronauts	of	18	countries	have	experienced	on	board	the	research	structure,	which	orbit	around	the	Earth	at	an	altitude	of	about	250	miles.	According	to	a	NASA
press	release,	starting	from	2020,	private	companies	will	be	able	to	send	private	astronauts	or	spatial	tourists	for	a	vacation	of	a	lifetime,	in	the	context	of	an	initiative	aimed	at	â	â	â	â	â	â	â	â	â	â	â	â	«I	do	yes	that	innovation	and	the	ingenuity	of	the	US	industry	accelerate	a	thriving	commercial	economy	in	the	orbit	of	the	Lower	Land.	"It	will	soon	be
able	to	lead	your	experiments	and	your	research	on	the	ISS	without	having	to	participate	in	Specific	NASA	programs.	But	the	opportunity	is	also	available	for	travelers	with	deep	pockets	that	are	itched	for	a	new	experience.	Unlike	most	scientists,	who	send	research	equipment	only	due	to	the	exorbitant	cost	of	a	private	astronaut	mission,	ultra-riches
will	be	able	to	visit	the	ISS	alone.	The	precise	logistics	for	the	sending	of	private	astronauts	has	yet	to	be	Determined,	but	NASA	knows	that	it	won't	sell	spatial	holidays.	Â	«This	is	the	beginning	of	the	process,	so	NASA	is	urging	the	contribution	[from	private	companies],"	says	Stephanie	Schierholz,	responsible	for	NASA's	public	affairs.	Â	«We
conducted	12	commercial	studies	demonstrating	interest	in	private	astronauts'	missions.	Tony	Gray	and	Kenny	Allen	/	NasatThis	required	is	quite	clear,	given	the	thrust	of	Jeff	BezosÃ	¢	Â|	Blue	Origin	and	Richard	BransonÃ	¢	Â|	Virgin	Galactic	to	develop	its	own	spaceship	for	tourists.	But	those	journeys	in	space	will	be	more	like	a	roller	coaster	ride,
which	will	simply	launch	passengers	beyond	the	border	between	the	lower	atmosphere	and	space,	where	they	will	be	poised	for	a	few	minutes	before	returning	to	the	earth.	A	journey	to	the	ISS,	however,	could	last	up	to	30	days.ad	today,	NASA	allows	up	to	two	private	missions	of	astronauts	at	the	year	using	spatial	vehicles	designed	by	its
Commercial	Crew	program,	such	as	Spacexâ	€	™	s	dragon	and	Boeingâ	€	™	s	CST-100	Starliner.	The	cost	per	night	per	person	to	stay	on	board	the	ISS,	or	the	room	rate,	if	you	want,	will	be	around	$	35,000	a	night,	which	takes	into	account	the	cost	of	vital	support	systems,	including	toilets,	and	supplies	like	food.	There	will	be	additional	costs	for	Wi-
Fi	and	also	«luggage»,	or	what	NASA	calls	a	cargo	transfers	equivalent.	But	this	rate	does	not	include	Â	â	â	â	â	â	â	â	€	"air	ticketÂ",	ie	the	price	of	a	launch	and	return	flight	to	the	earth,	which	will	probably	cost	about	60	million	dollars	per	person.	(By	reference,	NASA	has	recently	paid	at	the	Russian	Space	Agency	ROSCOSMOS	PIÃƒ1	of	80	million
dollars	by	place	on	a	spacecraft	Soyuz.)	Between	2000	and	2009,	a	company	called	Space	Adventures	collaborated	with	Roscosmos	Take	seven	tourists	to	the	station,	each	of	which	reported	between	$20	million	and	$40	million	to	fly	in	a	spare	seat	on	a	spacecraft	of	Soyuz	and	spend	one	or	two	weeks	in	orbit	in	the	earth.	That	program	ended	after
the	Space	Shuttle	program	was	crowded	in	2011,	as	every	space	seat	needed	for	the	astronauts	employed	by	the	government.	But	as	of	2017,	Roscosmos	was	also	interested	in	rebooting	its	spatial	tourism	programs,	although	the	first	private	cosmonauts	are	not	programmed	to	reach	the	ISS	until	2021,	after	NASA's	private	astronauts.	The	main
objectives	of	the	program	allow	to	compensate	for	the	cost	of	managing	the	ISL	ISL	-	approximately	$3	billion	to	$4	billion	per	year	-	while	NASA	moves	its	spending	from	the	aging	station	to	moon	and	Mars	missions.	But	it	is	also	a	study	in	the	creation	of	a	vital	space	tourism	industry,	which	means	that	there	is	a	possibility	that	we	could	see
independent	space	hotels	in	orbiting	the	land	very	soon.	Seeing	our	planet	from	orbit	is,	from	all	accounts,	a	really	remarkable	experience.	There	are	also	a	phenomenon	called	a	panoramic	effect	in	which	seeing	the	Earth	from	space	can	lead	to	a	profound	change	in	how	a	person	sees	the	world	and	their	place	in	it.	Those	of	us	who	are	stuck	on	the
ground	can	get	a	small	taste	of	what	experience	could	be	like	from	the	photographs	taken	by	astronauts	or	instruments	that	show	incredible	views	on	our	planet	from	above.	The	series	of	land	production	and	remote	sensing	(ESRS)	units	of	NASA	Space	Center	Johnson	has	cataloged	many	of	the	Earth's	images	from	above	and	now	shared	some
favorite	images	selected	by	team	members	and	an	astronaut	who	served	on	the	international	space	station	(ISS).	Jeff	Williams	was	a	member	of	the	international	space	station	expedition	13	in	2006,	and	while	in	orbit	he	noticed	the	Cleveland	volcano	on	the	island	of	Chuginadak	in	Alaska	that	exploded	and	spit	a	plume	of	ashes.	He	warned	the	Alaska
Volcano	Observatory	of	the	event	and	took	this	photo	from	IS	IS	using	a	digital	camera	and	a	800	mm	lens.	At	3:00	P.M.	Alaska	Daylight	Time	on	May	23,	2006,	the	international	space	station	Jeff	Williams	(ISS)	Expedition	13	contacted	the	Alaska	Volcano	Observatory	(AVO)	to	report	that	the	Cleveland	volcano	had	produced	an	ash	pen.	Shortly	after
he	started	the	activity,	he	took	this	photograph.	NASA,	land	and	land	and	remote	sensing	unit	(ESRS)	Another	Williams	photograph	chose	as	one	of	his	favorites	was	this	shot	of	the	Grand	Canyon.	This	was	taken	in	2009	as	ISS	surpassed	the	Pacific	Ocean	near	Baja,	and	it	wasI	can	see	the	canyon	at	noon	at	noon	there.	Also	captured	with	a	digital
camera	and	a	800	mm	lens,	Williams	took	a	series	of	photos	that	were	then	sewed	together	in	a	mosaic.	The	Grand	Canyon	shot	from	the	International	Space	Station	(ISS)	on	18	December	2009,	from	Astronaut	Jeff	Williams.	NASA	Unit,	Science	and	Remote	Sensing	(ESRS)	Another	favorite	favorite	photograph	With	team	member	Andrea	Meado	is	this
remarkable	night	view	of	Bangkok,	Thailand,	which	was	captured	by	the	ISS	in	2017.	It	shows	not	only	the	lighting	of	the	city	lights,	but	also	a	great	swath	of	green	lights	at	sea.	These	green	lights	are	fishing	boats,	with	lights	used	to	attract	plankton	and	fish,	which	are	fed	by	the	squid	that	fishermen	catch.	This	oblique	photograph,	taken	by	an
astronaut	from	the	International	Space	Station,	shows	the	city	of	Bangkok	illuminated	by	city	lights.	The	NASA	unit,	Earth	Science	and	Remote	Sensing	(ESRS),	finally,	this	eerie	shot	taken	by	the	ISS	in	2012	shows	delicate	mesospheric	polar	clouds,	taken	by	the	ISS	in	2012.	as	the	ISS	passed	over	the	Tibetan	plateau.	This	shot	was	selected	by	data
scientist	Mark	Lambert	for	the	way	it	shows	these	beautiful	clouds	that	we	don’t	see	from	Earth	because	they’re	too	high.	Polar	mespospheric	clouds	in	the	northern	hemisphere.	â	̈	Å	nnight-shiningÃ¢	â	̈	Clouds	form	at	high	altitudes	in	late	spring	and	early	summer.	NASA,	Earth	Science	and	Remote	Sensing	Unit	(ESRS)	for	even	more	amazing	photos
taken	by	astronauts,	you	can	spend	a	relaxing	afternoon	browsing	through	the	Astronaut	Photography	Gallery	of	NASA	Earth	Observatory.	Recommendations	of	the	Editors'	Recommendations
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