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We	are	offering	support	for	students	and	teachers.	Please	click	here.One	of	the	influences	on	Lord	of	the	Flieswas	R.M.	Ballantynes	The	Coral	Island	and	a	Tale	of	the	Pacific	Ocean	(1858).	In	his	masterful	biography	of	Golding,	John	Carey	writes	that	Golding	was	inspired	to	write	the	real	story	of	what	would	happen	if	boys	were	stranded	on	an	island
in	Lord	of	the	Flies	he	had	written	Coral	Island	in	reverse.	Golding	and	his	wife	Ann	frequently	read	stories	about	islands	to	their	children,	David	and	Judy,	and	one	night,	Golding	said	to	Ann:	Wouldnt	it	be	a	good	idea	if	I	wrote	a	book	about	children	on	an	island,	children	who	behave	in	the	way	children	really	would	behave?Lord	of	the	Flies	then,
represents	Goldings	vision	of	the	reality	of	boys	left	to	their	own	devices	and	is	a	world	away	from	the	events	of	The	Coral	Island.	Golding	went	as	far	as	to	borrow	Ballantynes	character	names	for	Flies;	the	narrator	in	The	Coral	Island	is	Ralph	and	the	mature	leader	of	the	three	stranded	boys	is	Jack.Ralph,	Jack	and	Peterkin	are	stranded	on	a	South
Pacific	island	following	a	shipwreck.	They	manage	to	recover	a	few	items	from	the	ship	but	they	are	mostly	at	the	mercy	of	the	island.	The	boys	never	seem	duly	concerned	about	the	wreck	and	happily	set	off	on	exploring	the	island	and	having	a	jolly	good	adventure.	Jack	declares	that	he	should	be	the	leader	as	hes	the	oldest	and	Jack	and	Peterkin
gladly	agree	for	he	inspired	them	with	confidence.	Peterkin	later	gushes	to	Jack:	Jack,	youre	a	Briton	the	best	fellow	I	ever	met	in	my	life,	recalling	Goldings	Ralphs	declaration:	Were	English	and	the	English	are	best	at	everything.	Here	we	can	see	two	key	contrasts	between	The	Coral	Island	and	Lord	of	the	Flies.	Both	Jacks	declare	that	they	should
be	chiefs	and	while	in	Ballantynes	story,	this	is	accepted	without	argument,	in	Goldings	novel,	the	vote	for	Ralph	to	be	chief	sets	into	motion	the	eventual	divide	on	the	island.	Goldings	Ralph	never	lets	the	boys	forget	that	their	main	aim	is	rescue	but	the	boys	on	the	Coral	Island	rarely	mention	rescue;	instead	they	live	on	their	island	in	uninterrupted
harmony	and	happiness.The	boys	on	Coral	Island	dont	face	any	danger	from	each	other.	However,	they	do	come	across	enemies	in	the	form	of	savages	native	inhabitants	of	the	surrounding	islands.	The	Coral	Island	is	at	heart	an	imperialist	text;	the	boys	come	across	some	natives	who	have	been	tamed	by	Christian	missionaries	and	these	are
juxtaposed	with	tribes	of	cannibals	who	sacrifice	babies	to	their	gods.	Two	warring	tribes	invade	their	island;	the	boys	intervene	and	manage	to	stop	the	atrocities.	Ralph	is	captured	by	pirates	before	returning	to	his	island,	and	Jack	and	Peterkin,	in	a	happy,	and	extraordinarily	fortunate,	twist	of	fate.The	Coral	Island	is	directly	referenced	by	Golding
in	Lord	of	the	Flies.	During	the	first	assembly	when	Ralph	is	persuading	the	boys	that	they	can	have	a	good	time	on	the	island,	he	says:	Its	like	in	a	book.	The	boys	shout	back	excitedly:	Treasure	IslandSwallows	and	AmazonsCoral	Island.	When	the	Naval	Officer	arrives,	and	before	he	fully	understands	what	has	happened,	he	says,	Jolly	good	show.	Like
The	Coral	Island.	These	allusions	are	quite	deliberate	to	show	Goldings	subversion	of	Ballantynes	fantastical	tale.	Ballantyne	presents	a	romantic	vision	of	three	boys	who,	without	the	conventions	of	society,	are	still	able	to	usefully	work	together	for	each	others	good	and	against	the	savage	forces	that	threaten	them.	Golding	shatters	this	illusion	in
Lord	of	the	Flies.	Without	rules	and	without	adult	guidance,	Goldings	boys	demonstrate	the	evil	within.	As	Simon	says,	maybe	there	is	a	beast	maybe	its	only	us.	Lord	of	the	Flies	is	a	notable	literary	work	by	William	Golding.	A	complete	discussion	of	this	literary	work	is	given,	which	will	help	you	enhance	your	literary	skills	and	prepare	for	the	exam.
Read	the	Main	texts,Key	info,Summary,Themes,Characters,Literary	devices,Quotations,Notes,	and	various	study	materials	of	Lord	of	the	Flies.	What	is	the	symbolic	significance	of	the	beast	imagery	in	Lord	of	the	Flies?	Or,	What	does	the	beastie	symbolize?In	William	Goldings(1911	1993)	novel	Lord	of	the	Flies	(1954),	the	beast	is	introduced	as	a
symbol	of	fear	that	leads	to	chaos	and	evil.	Through	this	symbol,	Golding	wants	to	show	the	dark	side	of	human	nature.	Here	are	points	elaborating	on	the	symbolic	significance	of	the	beast	imagery:Beast	Introduces	Fear:	The	beast	introduces	fear	into	the	island.	The	young	boys	have	nightmares	about	this	beast	that	resembles	a	snake.	It	is	the
symbol	of	the	serpent	in	the	Garden	of	Eden.Represents	Evil:	The	beast	is	a	kind	of	barbaric	supernatural	personality.	In	most	cases,	it	exists	in	the	heart	of	every	human	being.	It	is	a	symbol	of	potential	evil	and	violence.	The	boys	fear	the	beast,	but	only	Simon	realizes	that	they	fear	it	because	it	exists	within	each	of	them.	Simon	is	the	one	who	knows
the	truth	that	there	is	no	beast	on	the	island.	Simons	encounter	with	the	Lord	of	the	Flies	represents	this	realization.	It	says,You	knew,	didnt	you?	Im	part	of	you?The	boys	become	the	beast	when	they	kill	Simon.	Thus,	the	beast	represents	the	evil	that	exists	in	our	hearts.Savagery	and	Barbarism:	Here,	Jack	is	the	manipulator.	He	uses	the	beast	as	a
way	of	gaining	and	maintaining	power.	He	uses	the	beast	to	unify	the	boys	over	a	common	fear.	Jack	presents	himself	as	a	strong	leader	who	can	protect	the	boys	from	threats.If	there	were	a	beast,	Id	have	seen	it.	Be	frightened	because	youre	like	that	but	there	is	no	beast	in	the	forest.	The	Dark	Side	of	Human	Nature:	The	beast	in	the	novel
symbolizes	the	dark	side	of	human	nature.	Simon	is	martyred	for	trying	to	bring	them	the	truth.	It	reflects	the	cruel	portion	of	human	nature.In	a	more	analytical	sense,	the	beast	is	a	symbolic	representation	of	evil	human	nature	in	society.	Through	its	depiction,	Golding	explores	the	darker	aspects	of	human	nature	and	the	weak	nature	of	civilization.
Writing	an	essay	is	not	easy.	It	needs	impeccable	research	and	editing	skills,	plus	adherence	to	the	predetermined	formatting	guidelines.	Thats	why	students	must	possess	essential	knowledge	before	they	start	writing	their	essays.However,	students	who	have	difficulty	creating	quality	academic	essays	from	scratch	can	always	seek	assistance	from
free	essay	websites.	At	GraduateWay,	we	offer	students	several	free	online	essays	that	enhance	analytical	and	critical	skills	as	well	as	writing	skills.We	have	professional	writers	working	on	a	variety	of	projects.	Our	academic	essay	database	of	professionally	written	and	completely	free	essay	samples	is	the	richest	and	most	diverse	on	the
market.Browse	Our	SamplesToday,	being	a	student	is	hard.	From	working	on	several	urgent	projects	to	juggling	multiple	responsibilities,	you	might	feel	overwhelmed.	Some	learners	have	to	combine	work	and	study,	which	further	affects	their	ability	to	complete	their	assignments.Thanks	to	our	website,	learners	can	access	numerous	free	essay
samples,	which	will	help	them	gather	ideas	and	arguments.	As	a	result,	they	can	finish	their	assignments	on	time.Whats	even	better,	you	dont	need	to	pay	to	access	our	free	essay	sample	collection.	You	can	access	our	essays	for	free	there	are	no	hidden	charges.	Our	database	covers	several	topics	and	subjects,	so	youre	assured	you	will	find	what
youre	looking	for	on	our	platform.We	also	have	numerous	works	on	specific	topics	to	allow	students	to	find	fascinating	arguments	and	approaches	to	discuss	and	analyze	a	subject	at	hand.How	It	WorksWeve	simplified	our	process	so	you	can	access	our	free	online	essays	with	ease.	All	you	have	to	do	is	to	follow	the	steps	below:	Enter	your	topic:	If
youve	been	assigned	an	essay	by	your	teacher,	enter	the	essay	topic	in	our	search	bar	and	click	Search.	Select	a	sample	on	your	topic:	The	search	result	will	provide	you	with	several	samples	of	essays	linked	to	your	topic.	Choose	the	one	that	better	meets	your	academic	needs.	Download	the	essay	in	one	click:	If	youve	found	the	right	sample,
download	it.	Explore	the	text:Once	youve	downloaded	your	sample	essay,	go	through	it,	and	let	it	act	as	your	guide.	Dont	copy	a	section	and	submit	it	as	your	own,	instead	derive	inspiration	from	it	and	craft	your	professional	paper.With	that	said,	our	free	essays	online	for	students	are	a	crucial	source	of	information,	especially	for	research.	From
them,	you	can	gain	insights	and	ideas	for	your	work.	You	will	also	get	to	learn	how	to	write	coherent	essay	papers	and	finish	your	assignment	on	time.In	simple	terms,	students	can	use	our	essay	for	free	as	a	template	for	their	work.	Furthermore,	you	can	utilize	the	list	of	references	at	the	end	of	each	sample	to	support	your	research	and	writing.What
We	OfferIf	youre	still	having	a	hard	time	creating	your	academic	essay	paper,	youre	better	off	asking	for	custom	assignment	help	from	an	expert	writer.	The	writer	will	research,	plan,	and	write	your	assignment	from	scratch	and	in	line	with	the	guidelines.Heres	is	a	list	of	the	benefits	youll	receive	from	using	an	expert	writers	help:Avoid
PlagiarismOne	significant	benefit	of	using	a	professional	writer	is	that	you	get	plagiarism-free	content.	Our	writers	will	write	your	assignment	based	on	the	specific	instructions	you	provide.	Hence,	they	will	deliver	original	and	well-researched	content.So,	you	dont	have	to	worry	another	classmate	will	submit	an	identical	essay.	Also,	our	expert	writers
utilize	a	wide	range	of	sources	to	complete	the	assignment.Save	TimeSometimes	you	might	have	many	tasks	in	your	hands.	By	hiring	a	writer,	you	can	save	lots	of	time	and	focus	more	on	vital	tasks.	Writing	content	that	stands	out	takes	lots	of	time	and	effort.	The	time	and	effort	that	you	would	rather	spend	on	something	more	productive,	like	focusing
on	unique	aspects	of	your	studies.Adhere	to	DeadlinesPunctuality	is	among	the	benefits	of	hiring	a	writer.	Professors	often	set	non-negotiable	deadlines,	meaning	students	have	to	work	very	hard	to	deliver	assignments	on	time.	With	the	help	of	our	writers,	you	can	submit	your	assignment	on	time	and	secure	good	grades.24	Hour	SupportWe	offer	you
24-hour	support.	You	can	contact	us	anytime	if	you	have	any	issue	with	the	work	our	writer	has	provided	you.	Also,	you	can	order	an	essay	paper	thats	due	tomorrow,	and	our	writers	will	work	tirelessly	to	finish	it	on	time.High-Quality	ContentOur	writers	understand	we	value	quality.	So,	they	work	hard	to	deliver	great	content	that	helps	students	get
good	grades	on	their	papers.	Our	writers	are	well-trained	and	have	the	experience	to	produce	well-researched,	high-quality	content	that	is	free	from	plagiarism	and	errors.Our	GuaranteesFull	ConfidentialityOnce	youve	ordered	our	service,	your	personal	and	financial	information	will	get	treated	with	the	utmost	privacy	and	confidentiality.	We	never
share	personal	information	with	our	writers	or	any	third-party	website	or	organization.Furthermore,	we	only	ask	you	to	provide	the	information	needed	to	complete	your	academic	writing	assignment.Money-Back	GuaranteeIn	case	our	work	fails	to	meet	your	needs,	you	can	request	a	refund.	So,	dont	fear	ordering	a	paper	from	us	today.On-Time
DeliveryWe	guarantee	that	every	order	will	get	delivered	on	time.	Despite	handling	lots	of	essays	and	research	papers	daily,	we	can	assure	you	that	our	team	of	experts	will	never	fail	to	meet	the	assignment	deadlines.Quality	CheckWe	value	the	quality	of	work	we	deliver	to	our	clients.	Thats	why	our	QA	department	thoroughly	reviews	each	essay	to
ensure	that	writers	have	followed	each	requirement.Upon	the	completion	of	your	assignment,	our	teams	will	correct	minor	grammatical	errors	in	your	essay	and	authenticate	the	noted	references.Frequently	Asked	QuestionsWhere	can	I	get	an	essay	online?You	will	find	a	number	of	writing	companies	online.	But	if	you	want	the	best	essay	service	on
the	market,	consider	SameDayPapers.	SameDaypapers	offer	for	you	quality	essay	writing	services	at	an	affordable	price.	Their	writers	understand	that	you	deserve	the	best	and	thats	what	they	offer.	Furthermore,	if	youre	not	satisfied	with	work,	you	can	request	a	refund.Can	I	download	a	sample?At	GraduateWay,	we	allow	students	to	download
college	essay	samples	for	free.	Theres	no	hidden	fee	or	hiding	of	a	section	until	you	pay.	Our	academic	essays	database	grants	you	access	to	several	free	essays,	which	you	can	download	and	gain	inspiration	and	ideas.Can	you	write	an	assignment	for	me?However,	we	understand	some	students	sometimes	require	assigenmtn	help.	Thats	why	our
friends	AssignmentBro	offer	them	more	practical	assistance	at	a	reasonable	fee.	As	a	result,	they	can	secure	good	grades	by	delivering	well-researched	assignments.	What	does	the	beast	represent	in	Lord	of	the	Flies?	This	question	delves	into	one	of	the	central	themes	explored	by	William	Golding	in	his	iconic	novel.	In	Lord	of	the	Flies,	the	beast
represents	the	primal	instinct	of	savagery	that	exists	within	all	human	beings.	As	a	group	of	young	boys	stranded	on	a	deserted	island	descends	into	chaos	and	violence,	their	fear	of	an	unseen	creature	lurking	in	the	darkness	mirrors	their	own	inner	darkness	and	capacity	for	brutality.	Through	its	various	manifestations	and	the	characters	responses
to	the	beast,	Golding	skillfully	explores	how	this	innate	savagery	can	emerge	when	societal	constraints	are	stripped	away,	ultimately	questioning	humanitys	ability	to	resist	its	darker	impulses.	The	symbol	of	the	beast	serves	as	a	haunting	reminder	that	civilization	is	but	a	fragile	veneer	masking	our	deeply	rooted	primitive	instincts.	What	does	the
beast	symbolize	in	Lord	of	the	Flies?	The	answer	to	this	question	lies	in	the	exploration	of	the	primal	instinct	of	savagery	that	exists	within	all	human	beings.	In	William	Goldings	Lord	of	the	Flies,	the	beast	is	not	a	tangible	creature	but	rather	a	symbol	of	the	darkness	and	inherent	evil	within	humanity.At	first,	the	boys	on	the	island	are	terrified	of	an
actual	physical	beast	lurking	in	the	jungle.	The	littluns,	in	particular,	are	convinced	that	the	beast	is	an	actual	monster.	The	older	boys	are	afraid	that	the	littluns	fear	will	spread	to	the	rest	of	the	group.	This	fear	stems	from	their	own	insecurities	and	their	inability	to	comprehend	and	control	their	surroundings.	As	time	progresses,	however,	it
becomes	evident	that	the	real	beast	resides	within	themselves.	The	boys	descent	into	savagery	and	violence	illustrates	how	easily	this	primal	instinct	can	overcome	reason	and	morality.The	character	of	Jack	represents	this	savage	nature	most	prominently.	He	revels	in	hunting	and	killing	pigs,	embracing	his	inner	brutality	without	remorse	or
hesitation.	His	transformation	from	a	civilized	choirboy	into	a	bloodthirsty	leader	shows	how	quickly	individuals	can	succumb	to	their	darkest	desires	when	removed	from	societal	constraints.Furthermore,	Simons	encounter	with	the	Lord	of	the	Flies	reveals	another	layer	to	this	symbolism.	The	pigs	head	impaled	on	a	stick	is	a	grotesque
representation	of	evil	itself.	This	representation	is	a	reference	to	Beelzebub,	a	demon	often	associated	with	Satan.	It	speaks	to	Simon,	taunting	him	with	uncomfortable	truths	about	human	nature	when	it	says,	Im	the	beast.	Fancy	thinking	the	beast	was	something	you	could	hunt	and	kill!	Simon	realizes	this	means	that	the	beast	is	not	real	and	that	evil
is	an	intrinsic	part	of	mankind.What	page	in	Chapter	5	does	Simon	say	the	beast	is	us?In	Chapter	5	of	Lord	of	the	Flies,	on	page	80,	Simon	says,	the	beast	is	us	during	Simons	confrontation	with	the	Lord	of	the	Flies.	The	Lord	of	the	Flies,	which	is	a	pigs	head	on	a	stick,	represents	the	embodiment	of	evil	and	fear.	During	their	conversation,	Simon
begins	to	realize	that	the	true	beast	lies	within	themselves	and	their	own	innate	darkness.	While	he	may	not	directly	state	it	in	those	exact	words,	this	encounter	marks	a	turning	point	in	Simons	understanding	of	the	nature	of	evil	and	his	realization	that	it	exists	within	each	individual	on	the	island.	In	Lord	of	the	Flies	Chapter	8,	the	beast	takes	on	a
symbolic	form	through	the	pigs	head,	also	known	as	the	Lord	of	the	Flies.	This	severed	head	is	mounted	on	a	stick	and	left	as	an	offering	to	the	beast	by	Jacks	tribe.	Symbolizing	evil	and	darkness,	it	represents	the	innate	savagery	within	each	individual	on	the	island.	The	pigs	head	speaks	to	Simon	in	his	hallucination,	revealing	that	it	is	a
manifestation	of	the	boys	own	fears	and	desires.	It	warns	Simon	about	the	true	nature	of	mankind	and	their	descent	into	chaos.	Therefore,	in	this	chapter,	the	beast	is	represented	by	the	terrifying	presence	of	the	pigs	head.	At	the	end	of	Chapter	2	in	Lord	of	the	Flies,	Piggy	realizes	the	potential	danger	they	are	facing	on	the	uninhabited	island.	He
understands	that	the	disappearance	of	the	boy	with	the	birthmark,	who	had	warned	them	about	a	supposed	beast,	could	be	a	sign	that	there	is	indeed	something	to	fear.	Piggys	realization	underscores	his	logical	thinking	and	rationality	amidst	the	chaos	and	immaturity	exhibited	by	the	other	boys.	This	moment	marks	a	turning	point	for	Piggy	as	he
begins	to	comprehend	the	gravity	of	their	situation	and	starts	advocating	for	order	and	reasoning	within	their	group.	In	Lord	of	the	Flies,	the	fire	represents	both	rescue	and	hope	to	the	survivors.	Initially,	the	boys	start	a	fire	as	a	means	to	signal	passing	ships	or	planes	in	order	to	be	rescued	from	the	uninhabited	island.	It	symbolizes	their	desire	to	be
saved	and	return	to	civilization.	The	fire	serves	as	a	tangible	reminder	that	they	are	not	completely	abandoned	and	that	there	is	still	hope	for	their	rescue.However,	as	the	story	progresses,	the	significance	of	the	fire	evolves.	It	becomes	a	reflection	of	the	boys	deteriorating	civilization	and	their	descent	into	savagery.	The	fire	is	neglected	and
eventually	spirals	out	of	control,	consuming	part	of	the	island	and	resulting	in	tragedy.	This	shift	signifies	how	their	hopes	for	rescue	diminish	alongside	their	own	loss	of	humanity	and	descent	into	chaos.	Overall,	while	initially	representing	rescue	and	hope,	the	fire	ultimately	symbolizes	both	their	longing	for	salvation	as	well	as	their	tragic	downfall.
The	conch	in	Lord	of	the	Flies	symbolizes	civilization,	adult	rules,	and	the	democratic	process.	When	Ralph	finds	the	conch,	he	realizes	its	power	to	bring	order	and	control	to	the	boys	stranded	on	the	island.	The	conch	becomes	a	symbol	of	authority	and	represents	the	established	rules	of	society	that	the	boys	were	accustomed	to	before	being
marooned.	It	is	used	as	a	tool	for	organizing	meetings	and	ensuring	everyone	has	a	say	in	decision-making,	reflecting	the	democratic	process.The	conch	also	represents	a	link	to	adult	authority	and	serves	as	a	reminder	of	the	civilized	world	left	behind.	As	long	as	the	boys	hold	onto	the	conch,	they	maintain	some	semblance	of	order	and	control	over
their	impulses.	However,	as	chaos	ensues	and	savagery	takes	over,	the	significance	of	the	conch	diminishes.	Ultimately,	it	is	shattered	when	Piggy	is	killed,	symbolizing	the	complete	breakdown	of	civilization	and	the	loss	of	adult	rules	on	the	island.	In	Lord	of	the	Flies,	the	signal	fire	is	initially	located	on	top	of	a	mountain	on	the	island.	The	boys
establish	it	as	a	way	to	attract	the	attention	of	passing	ships	or	planes	in	order	to	be	rescued.	They	use	the	only	means	available	to	them	Piggys	glasses	to	create	and	maintain	the	fire.	However,	as	the	story	progresses,	maintaining	the	signal	fire	becomes	less	of	a	priority	for	some	of	the	boys,	and	it	is	eventually	neglected	or	extinguished	altogether.
This	symbolizes	the	gradual	descent	into	savagery	and	chaos	that	occurs	on	the	island	as	civilization	erodes.Later	in	the	book,	Jack	and	his	tribe	move	their	camp	to	Castle	Rock,	a	fortress-like	rock	formation	situated	on	one	end	of	the	island.	As	their	leadership	becomes	more	tyrannical	and	violent,	they	establish	a	new	signal	fire	at	Castle	Rock	but
with	darker	intentions.	Instead	of	using	it	to	attract	rescue,	they	use	it	as	a	tool	for	hunting	down	and	harming	Ralph,	who	represents	order	and	reason	amidst	their	descent	into	savagery.	Ultimately,	this	shift	in	purpose	reflects	how	power	corrupts	individuals	and	leads	them	away	from	civilization	toward	brutality.	In	conclusion,	the	beast	represents
our	own	capacity	for	violence	and	destruction	when	stripped	away	from	civilization.	It	serves	as	a	cautionary	reminder	that	beneath	our	social	facades	lie	primitive	instincts	waiting	to	be	unleashed.	By	exploring	these	themes	through	its	characters	and	plotline,	Lord	of	the	Flies	forces	readers	to	confront	uncomfortable	truths	about	human	nature	and
consider	how	easily	we	can	slip	into	savagery	if	left	unchecked.	It	is	a	reminder	that	beneath	our	civilized	facades	lies	a	beast	within,	waiting	to	be	unleashed.	edit	descriptions	of	this	character	Book	Review	Books	Lord	Of	The	Flies	William	Golding	Words:	2270	(10	pages)In	analyzing	the	ideological	authorities	established	by	John	Locke	s	Second
Treatise	on	Civil	Government	(	1689	)	,	a	distinguishable	analogue	can	be	drawn	to	the	modern-day	movie	by	Golding,	Lord	of	the	Flies.	Each	piece	concentrates	on	adult	male	s	battle	with	power	and	his	ain	reading	of	a	feasible	and	feasible	systemBook	Review	Books	Literature	Lord	Of	The	Flies	Words:	265	(2	pages)The	Lord	Of	The	F-lies	is
foreshadowed	in	the	book	multiple	times.	For	example,	in	the	beginning	of	the	book,	when	the	boys	first	go	to	the	top	of	the	mountain,	there	is	a	large	boulder	that	is	in	their	way.	Gilding	says,	The	great	rock	loitered,	poised	on	one	toe,	decided	not	to	return,Book	Review	Books	Lord	Of	The	Flies	William	Golding	Words:	1230	(5	pages)of	the	Flies
EssaysLord	of	the	Flies	as	Commentary	on	Our	Times	Lord	of	the	Flies	is	an	excellent	book	filled	with	symbols,	satire,	meaningful	themes,	and	is	interesting	to	read	as	well.	In	The	Lord	of	the	Flies,	the	protagonist	is	Ralph,	a	strong,	likeable	blond,	with	natural	leadership.	There	are	multiple	conflicts	inUse	expert	help	to	meet	your	deadlinesLet	us
handle	your	assignment	in	3	hoursOnly	certified	expertsDirect	communication	with	expertsMoney	back	guaranteeGet	help	nowLord	Of	The	Flies	Symbolism	Words:	552	(3	pages)In	William	Goldings	novel	Lord	of	the	Flies,	the	conch	shell	serves	as	a	powerful	symbol	that	represents	order,	democracy,	and	civilization	amidst	the	chaos	and	savagery	that
unfolds	on	the	uninhabited	island.	This	essay	will	explore	the	symbolic	significance	of	the	conch	in	the	narrative,	highlighting	its	role	in	establishing	a	sense	of	authority,Fiction	Lord	Of	The	Flies	Self-control	Words:	793	(4	pages)Sequel	After	a	few	minutes	of	sobbing,	the	boys	got	themselves	together	and	began	looking	at	each	other.	Everyone	was
silent	until	the	naval	officer	came	back	to	where	the	barbaric	boys	were	standing.	Chief	Ralph,	said	the	officer,	Tell	everyone	to	come	abroad.	Before,	Ralph	could	turn	around	to	tell	them,	a	hugeFiction	Human	Activities	Lord	Of	The	Flies	Words:	376	(2	pages)We	are	the	beasts.	We,	a	group	of	schoolboys	who	crashed	on	this	island,	have	been
stranded	here	for	an	unknown	amount	of	time.	The	fear	of	the	beast	has	consumed	all	of	us,	causing	our	humanity	to	fade	away.	It	is	ourselves	that	we	have	been	running	from.	We	are	like	the	sole	FrankensteinGood	and	Evil	Lord	Of	The	Flies	William	Golding	Words:	882	(4	pages)In	chapter	9	Simon	awakens	and	once	hes	on	his	feet	he	notices	the
lord	of	the	flies.	He	then	begins	to	shout	into	the	clearing	asking	that	else	is	there	to	After	receiving	no	reply	he	begins	to	stagger	his	way	up	the	mountain.	When	he	reaches	the	top	he	notices	the	bodyLord	Of	The	Flies	Symbolism	Words:	614	(3	pages)In	William	Goldings	Lord	of	the	Flies	the	Conch	represents	power	and	order.	Power	is	represented
by	the	fact	that	you	have	to	be	holding	it	to	speak,	and	Order	is	displayed	by	the	meetings	or	gatherings	that	its	used	to	call	and	hold.	The	Conchs	power	is	presented	in	the	very	beginning	on	pgFiction	Finance	Lord	Of	The	Flies	Words:	534	(3	pages)With	close	reference	to	the	extract,	show	how	William	Gilding	creates	mood	and	atmosphere	here.	(10)
In	this	extract,	we	notice	that	it	is	the	ending	events	of	the	novel.	So,	we	can	identify	that	all	chaos	and	destructive	events	have	taken	place;	as	a	result,	their	impacts	upon	the	characters	have	taken	their	toll.Child	Lord	Of	The	Flies	Psychology	Words:	571	(3	pages)The	novel	Lord	of	the	Flies	explores	different	aspects	of	human	nature	and	society,
offering	valuable	lessons.	It	elicits	a	range	of	emotions	in	readers,	demonstrating	its	ability	to	delve	into	the	depths	of	human	experience.	Beyond	the	tale	of	children	stranded	on	an	island,	Lord	of	the	Flies	uncovers	flaws	in	our	minds	andShow	MoreauthorWilliam	GoldinggenreNovel,	Allegory,	Young	adult	fiction,	Psychological	Fictionoriginally
publishedSeptember	17,	1954descriptionLord	of	the	Flies	is	a	1954	novel	by	Nobel	Prize-winning	British	author	William	Golding.	The	book	focuses	on	a	group	of	British	boys	stranded	on	an	uninhabited	island	and	their	disastrous	attempt	to	govern	themselves.settingLord	of	the	Flies	takes	place	on	an	unnamed,	uninhabited	tropical	island	in	the	Pacific
Ocean	during	a	fictional	worldwide	war	around	the	year	1950.	The	boys	arrive	on	the	island	when	an	airplane	that	was	presumably	evacuating	them	crashes.,charactersJack,	Piggy,	Ralph,	Simon,	Sam,	Roger,	EricantagonistJack	MerridewquotationsI	ought	to	be	chief	I	agree	with	Ralph.	His	specs	use	them	as	burning	glasses!	Were	strong	we	hunt!
No!	The	mask	was	a	thing	on	its	own,	behind	which	Jack	hid,	liberated	from	shame	and	self-consciousness.	Ralph	is	like	Piggy.climaxSimon's	murder	is	the	climax,	and	Piggy's	death	and	Jack's	tribe	hunting	Ralph	are	the	falling	actions.	...	The	novel	ends	with	the	boys	running	into	a	naval	officer	on	the	beach	and	realizing	that	they	are
rescued.informationPage	count:	224Number	of	Pages:	224Twins:	Sam	and	Eric	are	twin	older	boys	on	the	island	who	are	often	referred	to	as	one	entity,	Samneric,	and	who	throughout	most	of	Lord	of	the	Flies,	remain	loyal	supporters	of	Ralph.	Sam	and	Eric	are	easily	excited,	regularly	finish	one	anothers	sentences,	and	exist	within	their	own	small
group	of	two.,	Support	for	students	and	teachers	is	now	available.	Click	here	to	send	us	your	questions.Lord	of	the	Flies	has	entered	the	culture.	Ralph,	Jack	and	Piggy	are	archetypes	of	human	fallibility,	but	most	of	all	they	are	real	characters,	fully	imagined	and	leaping	to	life	off	the	page.First	published	in	1954,	this	classic	novel	has	sold	millions	of
copies	worldwide	(more	than	25	million	in	English	alone).	It	has	been	translated	into	all	the	major	languages,	and	many	minority	ones	(Georgian,	Basque,	Catalan).	It	has	been	adapted	for	radio,	made	into	two	films,	dramatised	for	the	stage	by	Nigel	Williams	and	in	an	innovative	ballet	by	Matthew	Bourne.Lord	of	the	Flies	has	reached	the	status	of	a
cultural	referent	that	does	not	need	to	be	named:	the	conch	has	been	used	as	a	symbol	for	explaining	things	as	diverse	as	internet	protocols	and	voting	structures;	Piggys	spectacles	and	physique	have	become	a	recognisable	icon.	What	is	more,	any	gathering	of	active,	unruly	children	is	likely	to	be	described	as	like	something	out	of	Lord	of	the
Flies.The	power	of	Goldings	tragedy	has	had	such	effect	that	the	novel	risks	being	oversimplified	by	its	own	legend.	But	a	re-reading	of	the	novel	will	always	sweep	one	back	to	the	freshness	and	vividness	of	the	text,	the	characters	remaining	real	children,	and	the	tragedy	continuing	to	be	unbearable.	The	extraordinary	beauty	of	Goldings	coral	island
and	the	poignancy	of	his	characters	youth	and	vulnerability	produce	an	experience	of	unique	and	perpetually	surprising	intensity.	edit	descriptions	of	this	character	Resources	Books	aliases	Merridew,	The	Chief	[close]	Merridew,	The	Chief	edit	descriptions	of	this	character	Jump	to	ratings	and	reviewsAt	the	dawn	of	the	next	world	war,	a	plane
crashes	on	an	uncharted	island,	stranding	a	group	of	schoolboys.	At	first,	with	no	adult	supervision,	their	freedom	is	something	to	celebrate;	this	far	from	civilization	the	boys	can	do	anything	they	want.	Anything.	They	attempt	to	forge	their	own	society,	failing,	however,	in	the	face	of	terror,	sin	and	evil.	And	as	order	collapses,	as	strange	howls	echo	in
the	night,	as	terror	begins	its	reign,	the	hope	of	adventure	seems	as	far	from	reality	as	the	hope	of	being	rescued.	Labeled	a	parable,	an	allegory,	a	myth,	a	morality	tale,	a	parody,	a	political	treatise,	even	a	vision	of	the	apocalypse,	Lord	of	the	Flies	is	perhaps	our	most	memorable	novel	about	the	end	of	innocence,	the	darkness	of	mans	heart.	41160
people	are	currently	reading1179237	people	want	to	readSir	William	Gerald	Golding	was	a	British	novelist,	playwright,	and	poet.	Best	known	for	his	debut	novel	Lord	of	the	Flies	(1954),	he	published	another	twelve	volumes	of	fiction	in	his	lifetime.	In	1980,	he	was	awarded	the	Booker	Prize	for	Rites	of	Passage,	the	first	novel	in	what	became	his	sea
trilogy,	To	the	Ends	of	the	Earth.	He	was	awarded	the	1983	Nobel	Prize	in	Literature.As	a	result	of	his	contributions	to	literature,	Golding	was	knighted	in	1988.	He	was	a	fellow	of	the	Royal	Society	of	Literature.	In	2008,	The	Times	ranked	Golding	third	on	its	list	of	"The	50	greatest	British	writers	since	1945".	Displaying	1	-	30	of	63,504	reviewsMay
17,	2019Kids	are	evil.	Don't	you	know?I've	just	finished	rereading	this	book	for	my	book	club	but,	to	be	honest,	I've	liked	it	ever	since	my	class	were	made	to	read	it	in	high	school.	Overall,	Lord	of	the	Flies	doesn't	seem	to	be	very	popular,	but	I've	always	liked	the	almost	Hobbesian	look	at	the	state	of	nature	and	how	humanity	behaves	when	left	alone
without	societal	rules	and	structures.	Make	the	characters	all	angel-faced	kids	with	sadistic	sides	to	their	personality	and	what	do	you	have?	Just	your	average	high	school	drama,	but	set	on	a	desert	island.	With	a	bit	more	bloody	murder.	But	not	that	much	more.In	1954,	when	this	book	was	published,	Britain	was	in	the	process	of	being	forced	to	face
some	harsh	realities	that	it	had	blissfully	chosen	to	ignore	beforehand	-	that	it	is	not,	in	fact,	the	centre	of	the	universe,	and	the	British	Empire	was	not	a	thing	of	national	pride,	but	an	embarrassing	infringement	on	the	freedom	and	rights	of	other	human	beings.	Much	of	British	colonialism	had	been	justified	as	a	self-righteous	mission	to	educate	and
modernise	foreign	"savages".	So	when	put	into	its	historical	context,	alongside	the	decolonisation	movements,	this	book	could	be	said	to	be	an	interesting	deconstruction	of	white,	Western	supremacy.	Of	course,	to	a	modern	reader	there's	a	lot	of	racism	in	this	book.	The	racial	aspect	is	a	big	factor.	Golding	establishes	from	the	very	first	page	that
Ralph	is	a	perfect	white,	blonde-haired,	blue-eyed,	private	school	boy.	And	Piggy	even	asks	"Which	is	better	-	to	be	a	pack	of	painted	n*****s	like	you	are	or	to	be	sensible	like	Ralph	is?"	I'm	not	going	to	argue	with	anyone's	interpretation,	but	I	think	there	is	actually	room	to	see	this	book	as	a	criticism	of	racism.	For	me,	I	always	saw	it	as	Golding
challenging	the	notion	of	savages	being	dark-skinned,	uneducated	people	from	rural	areas.	With	this	book,	he	says	screw	that,	I'll	show	you	savages!	and	proceeds	to	show	us	how	these	private	school	silver	spoon	little	jewels	of	the	empire	are	no	better	for	their	fancy	education	and	gold-plated	upbringing.I	think	that	seemed	especially	clear	from	the
ending	when	the	officer	says	"I	should	have	thought	that	a	pack	of	British	boys	-	you're	all	British,	aren't	you?	-	would	have	been	able	to	put	up	a	better	show	than	that."	Golding's	way	of	saying	that	human	nature	is	universal	and	no	one	can	escape	it.Some	readers	say	that	you	have	to	have	quite	a	negative	view	of	human	nature	already	to	appreciate
this	book,	but	I	don't	think	that's	true.	I'm	not	sure	I	necessarily	agree	with	all	the	implications	running	around	in	the	novel	-	namely,	the	failure	of	democracy	and	the	pro-authority	stance	-	but	it	serves	as	an	interesting	look	at	the	dark	side	of	human	nature	and	how	no	one	is	beyond	its	reach.	Plus,	anyone	who	had	a	bit	of	a	rough	time	in	high	school
will	probably	not	find	the	events	in	this	book	a	huge	leap	of	the	imagination.	The	fascinating	thing	about	Lord	of	the	Flies	is	the	way	many	historical	parallels	can	be	drawn	from	the	messages	it	carries.	You	could	choose	to	view	the	charismatic	and	manipulative	Jack	Merridew	as	a	kind	of	Hitler	(or	other	dictator)	who	takes	advantage	of	a	group	of
people	at	their	weakest.	Dictators	and	radicals	often	find	it	easy	to	slip	in	when	a	society	is	in	chaos...	we	do	not	have	to	assume	that	Golding	believed	that	everyone	everywhere	is	evil,	only	that	we	all	have	the	capacity	for	it	when	we	find	ourselves	in	unstable	situations.Still	a	fascinating	book	after	all	these	years.Blog	|	Facebook	|	Twitter	|	Instagram
|	YoutubeSeptember	28,	2007I	read	this	book	a	long	time	ago,	long	enough	to	where	I	barely	remembered	anything	past	the	basic	premise.	So	I	picked	it	up	again,	only	to	wish	I	hadn't.	There's	a	reason	why	they	teach	this	book	in	middle	school--in	order	to	enjoy	this	book,	one's	intellectual	cognizance	must	be	that	of	a	child,	because	otherwise	you'll
spend	the	entire	time	picking	out	everything	that's	wrong	with	the	book.	And	there's	a	lot	to	pick	out.From	what	little	of	the	story	that	is	actually	coherent,	I	can	see	why	this	book	has	had	a	lasting	effect	on	social	commentary	since	it's	initial	publishing.	The	overlying	illustration	of	how	easily	man	can	devolve	back	to	his	feral	instincts	is	striking,	yet
could	have	been	infinitesimally	more	effective	in	the	hands	of	a	decent	writer.	See,	I	would	have	cared	a	bit	more	about	the	little	island	society	of	prepubescent	boys	and	their	descent	into	barbarism	if	you	know,	any	of	the	characters	had	been	developed	AT	ALL.	Instead,	we're	thrown	interchangeable	names	of	interchangeable	boys	who	are	only
developed	enough	to	conform	to	the	basic	archetypes	Golding	requires	to	hobble	his	little	story	along:	The	Leader,	The	Rebel,	The	Fat-Kid,	The	Nose-Picker,	etc.	Were	he	born	in	this	time,	I	believe	Golding	would	have	done	brilliantly	as	a	scriptwriter	for	reality	TV.	And	the	plot?	There's	a	plot?	I'm	guessing	so,	since	things	seem	to	happen,	but	it's	kind
of	hard	to	tell	since	he	spends	pages	describing	irrelevant	events	that	are	never	incorporated,	characters	that	possibly	exist	yet	probably	don't,	and	using	words	that	don't	mean	what	he	thinks	they	mean.	And	as	the	main	characters	are	a	bunch	of	kids	not	worth	caring	about,	thus	goes	the	way	of	the	story.And	the	prose?	Dear	God,	the	prose!	Get	it
away!	It	burns	us!	So	yeah,	this	book	sucked.	It	had	potential.	There	were	even	a	few	parts	I	internally	squealed	at	in	hopeful	anticipation.	But	whatever	potential	it	did	have	was	hopelessly	squandered	by	a	man	who	wrote	like	he'd	never	written	anything	before	in	his	life.	Don't	waste	your	time.August	12,	2024A	group	of	boys	are	stranded	on	a
remote	and	deserted	island.	How	will	these	boys	fare	away	from	grownups,	away	from	society,	away	from	rules?	Written	in	1954,	The	Lord	of	the	Flies,	written	by	William	Golding	is	considered	a	classic.	The	symbolism	in	this	book	is	unreal	especially	if	you	consider	the	colors	mentioned	in	the	book	(pink	was	mentioned	40	times).	Like	most	people,	I
read	this	in	high	school,	and	I	got	a	lot	more	out	of	it	as	an	adult.	At	the	very	end,	I	now	ponder	if	that	actually	happened	or	if	Ralph	was	just	imagining	it	(trying	to	avoid	any	spoilers	here).	The	author	who	is	deceased	now	has	stated	that	the	book	can	mean	whatever	you	want	it	to	mean	so	clearly	everything	in	this	review	is	absolutely	true.	If	you
want	to	check	out	more	of	my	thoughts	and	questions	raised	for	this	book,	please	check	out	the	Readalong.	Thank	you	to	everyone	who	participated	and	made	this	reading	so	much	better	than	my	first!Although	this	book	goes	down	as	a	classic,	it	is	rather	bleakthere	is	very	little	hope	or	anything	that	can	be	considered	uplifting.	There	were	too	many
boring	descriptions	of	the	scar	(more	than	20+	times)	and	sand	(more	than	70+	times).	As	for	the	audiobook	through	Audible,	William	Golding,	the	author,	is	reading	the	book.	He	sounds	extremely	bored.	I	do	not	recommend	the	Audible	version.	Overall,	I	wish	that	I	hadnt	read	this	as	a	child.	It	traumatized	me,	and	I	wasnt	ready	for	it.	There	is	too
much	violence	and	ill	will	in	this.	Every	time	I	would	pick	up	a	book,	I	would	think	about	Piggy	and	feel	darkness.	However,	as	an	adult,	perhaps	I	was	more	prepared	knowing	the	ending,	but	I	also	developed	the	sophistication	to	appreciation	the	subtleties	of	this	book.	This	book	is	listed	as	one	of	the	100	Books	to	Read	According	to	the	BBC:	Reading
ScheduleJanA	Town	Like	AliceFebBirdsongMarCaptain	Corelli's	Mandolin	-	Louis	De	BerniereAprWar	and	PeaceMayThe	Woman	in	WhiteJunAtonementJulThe	Shadow	of	the	WindAugJude	the	ObscureSepUlyssesOctVanity	FairNovA	Fine	BalanceDecGerminalConnect	With	Me!Blog	Twitter	BookTube	Insta	My	Bookstore	at	PangoAugust	19,	2018	We
did	everything	adults	would	do.	What	went	wrong?	For	me,	this	quote	sums	up	the	entire	book.	Its	a	powerful	exploration	of	humanity	and	the	wrongness	of	our	society	and	it	also	demonstrates	the	hypocrisy	of	war.	Adults	judge	the	behaviour	of	children,	but	are	they	really	any	better?	I	think	not.	The	scary	thing	about	this	book	is	how	real	it	is.	The
Lord	of	the	Flies	bespeaks	the	brilliance	of	realistic	dystopian	fiction,	it	gives	you	a	possible	world	scenario,	a	bunch	of	very	human	characters	and	then	it	shows	you	want	might	happen	when	they	are	thrown	into	a	terrible	situation:	they	act	like	monsters	(or	humans?)	What	Golding	shows	us	is	that	we	are	not	so	far	from	our	primal	nature,	from	our
so	called	killer	instincts,	and	all	it	takes	is	a	little	push	out	of	the	standard	world	we	live	in	for	us	to	embrace	our	darker	side.	The	boys	act	in	accordance	with	what	they	have	seen	in	the	world	(though	they	dont	understand	limits.)	Power	creates	authority	and	violence	is	a	way	to	achieve	the	peace	you	want.	Sort	of	ironic	isnt	it?	They	go	to	war
amongst	themselves	and	in	doing	so	lose	all	sense	of	childhood	innocence.	They	grow	up.	They	learn	what	humans	are	capable	of	doing	when	pushed.	They	become	savages	and	reject	civilisation	and	create	their	own	sense	of	community,	though	in	another	display	of	irony	this	in	itself	becomes	a	mini-civilisation-	just	a	one	of	their	own	accord	without
any	rules	and	a	nasty	child	tyrant	enthroned	as	chief.	What	are	we?	Humans?	Or	animals?	Or	savages?	The	novel	is	rich	in	allegory	to	the	point	where	it	has	been	interpreted	in	so	many	different	ways	over	the	years.	Like	all	great	literature,	it	could	mean	lots	of	things	and	nothing	at	all.	Its	a	very	clever	piece	of	writing	and	it	got	me	thinking	a	great
deal	about	children	and	how	we	protect	them	from	the	realities	of	the	world.	It	sort	of	says	something	to	me,	a	quiet	acknowledgement	about	how	messed	up	things	can	be	given	the	right	circumstances	and	these	children	are	so	very	quick	to	embrace	it	with	unflinching	enthusiasm	(at	least,	when	one	of	them	leads	the	way.)Its	a	good	book	with	a	lot
of	ideas	though	at	times	I	found	the	prose	a	little	hard	to	follow.	The	dialogue	is	confusing	at	times	and	many	of	the	children	fade	into	the	background	with	only	a	small	few	developing	distinct	personalities.	I	found	the	first	part	of	the	story	particularly	difficult	to	read,	so	in	terms	of	the	actual	execution	I	think	it	could	have	been	done	a	little	better.	I
found	myself	wanting	to	edit	sections	of	the	text,	which	is	not	a	place	a	reader	should	ever	be	in	especially	with	a	novel	this	revered	by	so	many	enthusiastic	readers,	critics	and	students.	Maybe	Im	just	a	little	picky	with	word	placement.	Overall	though,	Im	glad	I	spent	the	time	to	revisit	it.	There	are	so	many	pop-culture	references	to	this	that	a
reminder	was	needed.Adina	(notifications	back,	log	out,	clear	cache)	January	25,	2021Edit:	A	friend	send	me	this	article	of	a	real	situation	where	a	group	of	kids	were	left	stranded	on	an	island	for	15	months.	Spoiler	alert,	the	Lord	of	The	Flies	scenario	never	happened,	the	boys	behaved	and	organized	themselves	wonderfully	he	said	hesitantly,	maybe
there	is	a	beast.	What	I	mean	is	.	.	.	maybe	its	only	us..That	quote	sums	up	very	well	the	idea	of	this	modern	classic.	I	ran	away	from	this	novel	for	years	but	it	finally	caught	up	with	me	or	I	tripped,	who	knows?	It	was	a	lot	more	interesting	than	I	expected	and	it	was	worth	my	time	but	I	would	not	say	I	loved	it.	During	some	sort	of	war,	a	plane	crashes
on	an	island	and	the	only	survivors	are	a	bunch	of	kids.	Forced	to	stay	alive	without	the	guidance	and	surveillance	of	adults	some	start	to	behave	crazy	and	cruel.	I	guess	the	morale	is	that	people	are	civilized	because	there	are	rules	that	are	reinforced	and	if	the	society	gets	rid	of	them	some	of	use	will	return	to	our	animal	state	or	worse.	While	I	admit
that	the	story	is	thought-provoking	and	a	classic,	a	pioneer	of	the	subject,	I	cannot	say	I	enjoyed	reading	it	too	much.	Not	much	happens	for	most	of	the	book	and	when	it	does	it	feels	rushed.	Also,	the	author	spent	a	lot	more	time	describing	the	nature	than	the	characters	or	their	experience.	I	had	problems	distinguishing	between	the	children	and	I
did	not	manage	to	form	a	strong	opinion	either	about	the	positive	characters	or	the	negative	ones.	Finally,	I	think	it	did	not	age	well,	it	is	hard	to	explain	why	I	have	this	impression.	I	both	listened	to	and	read	Lord	of	The	Flies.	While	listening	I	got	lost	in	the	descriptions	(read	bored)	so	I	thought	the	written	version	was	more	suitable	for	this
story.Fergus,	Weaver	of	Autistic	WebsJune	17,	2025The	year	1954	saw	the	first	publication	of	Goldings	masterwork,	the	point	of	which	had	(independently)	bifurcated	my	personality	in	that	same	year	-	in	a	series	of	ironic	inner	game-changing	events...Piggy	and	his	upper-class	schoolmates	are	marooned	on	a	remote	wild	island.	But	left	without
adults,	they	quickly	descend,	like	some	of	our	leaders,	into	draconian	martial	violence	-	the	powerful	and	strong	versus	the	poor	and	weak	(shades	of	Animal	Farm?).And	I	myself	nearly	became	a	Piggy.January,	1954	saw	the	personal	event	that	changed	that	transition	forever.You	see,	for	69	years	I	have	lived	my	life	in	a	perpetual	rerun	of	Bill	Murrays
Groundhog	Day.	And	my	moral	values	-	though,	praise	God,	not	my	Political	ones	-	are	so	utterly	and	ironically	shared	with	those	of	that	McCarthyist	year,	1954.	Im	a	Photographic	Time	Warp	copy,	in	fact.It	all	started	on	a	crisp,	clear	January	morning	in	1954...My	colicky	and	irascible	brother	had	come	into	the	world	ten	months	earlier	-	like	me,	he
would	have	preferred	to	stay	Close	to	my	Mom	forever,	bless	him.	But	-	I	had	also	around	the	time	of	his	birth	found	my	parents	in	an	embarrassingly	intimate	act.	I	had	been	barely	three.And	the	day	our	car	crashed	on	the	Michigan	Freeway	when	I	was	two	was	the	origin...That	event	had	upset	my	psychological	Apple	Cart.My	Eden	had	vanished.
And	soon	I	was	no	longer	the	sole	beneficiary	of	my	parent's	love.	With	the	appearance	of	those	twin	sources	of	trauma,	I	became	moody	and	withdrawn.	And	fell	into	entropy.	Corporal	punishment	was	administered,	more	and	more	frequently.Yes,	the	Absurd	split	my	life	in	two	with	those	events	-	through	no	fault	of.	my	parents	-	and	a	lifetime	split
resulted.	Under	that	fractious	stress,	I	retreated	into	the	safe	haven	of	Autism.All	because	of	my	parents	tried	to	love	their	children	equally.Kids	can	be	so	weird.But	by	January	1954	my	parents	had	seen	enough	of	my	inner	ethical	turmoil.	They	wanted	to	shore	up	my	confidence.	They	bought	me	a	popular	45	rpm	record,	whose	flip	side	contained	a
fun	song	about	a	Number	One	Son	who	must	be	taught	to	not	his	Troubles	tell,	for	Life	is	to	Enjoy.Their	unsparing	love	had	been	replaced	by	an	Ideological	Life	Hack,	that	I	took	for	my	own,	just	as	a	drowning	man	will	hang	for	dear	life	onto	a	Brass	Ring	on	a	ships	hold.	A	four-year-old	needs	a	foundation	for	his	values	in	the	absence	of	primary
love.Yes,	you	guessed	it:	it	was	a	substitute;	an	ideal	false	self.	But	thankfully,	it	made	my	Christian	faith	possible,	and	that	endured.But	that	Brass	Ring,	which	gave	me	a	traumatically	Impossible	ideal	to	live	up	to	in	order	to	be	a	Number	One	Son	in	their	eyes,	was	psychologically	destructive...And	its	inner	violent	duality	was	at	the	heart	of	my
psychological	collapse	in	1970	-	it	was	the	Perfect	Storm:	autistic,	sheltered	1950's	kid	meets	his	violently	postmodern	climacteric	-	coming	of	age!BUT	-	its	mature,	adult	worldview	was	always	ALL	that	stood	against	me	-	and	the	moral	entropy	and	outright	violence	of	a	Piggy,	towards	whose	personality	I	had	been	drifting	by	the	age	of	four.So	WHAT
if	it	turned	me	into	a	slightly	funny	lifetime	Aspie	and	hence	victim	of	all	the	symptoms	of	bipolar	disorder?My	utter	MORAL	collapse	was	averted.I	maintained	my	values	intact.And	for	that,	in	my	view,	my	parents	and	siblings	deserve	ALL	THE	CREDIT.April	30,	2025This	book	will	forever	haunt	me	and	be	forever	intertwined	with	my	freshman	year	of
high	school.	Its	a	great	book	for	a	classroom	and	was	where	I	was	first	taught	symbolism	in	a	way	that	really	stood	out	to	me.	This	book	is	so	rich	in	literary	devices	I	remember	it	being	the	first	moment	where	I	realized	the	art	of	reading	and	writing	as	something	far	beyond	storytelling	and	how	much	careful	craft	brings	a	work	to	life.	I	was	hooked,	I
think	from	that	moment	on	I	had	it	in	my	mind	that	to	be	someone	who	analyzes	literature	was	a	rock-star	type	vocation	to	me.	But	I	will	also	never	forget	the	way	it	was	taught.	Our	teacher,	who	I	remain	close	friends	with	to	this	day,	had	us	play	a	simulation	for	two	days	where	we	were	in	the	same	situation	as	the	kids	in	the	book	(before	we	began
the	book)	and	had	to	discuss	and	plan	how	to	organize	our	lives	to	survive	on	this	island.	Think	Model	UN	but	for	Lord	of	the	Flies.	Reader:	it	was	chaos.	Everyone	made	bad	deals	or	broke	deals	finding	it	funny	to	screw	people	over,	multiple	people	clamored	over	who	was	in	charge,	people	such	as	myself	bounced	from	group	to	group	doing	devious
deals	or	gossiping	about	what	other	groups	were	doing	(I	have	always	been	a	gossip	queen),	and	by	the	second	day	we	were	all	shouting	at	each	other	and	feeling	like	we	had	somehow	been	so	bad	at	this	game	that	the	teacher	would	never	have	his	class	play	it	again.	Which,	at	that	age,	is	sort	of	a	mark	of	pride	to	some	and	so	once	the	chaos	began
those	few	gleefully	pushed	for	more	chaos.	Our	teacher	never	interjected,	only	watched	from	afar	while	grading	our	exams	from	the	previous	week--a	brilliant	time	management	idea	I've	come	to	realize.Finally	our	teacher	stepped	in.	We	eagerly	awaited	hearing	we	were	terrible	at	this	and	fully	destroyed	the	purpose	of	it,	only	to	hear	that	this	was
what	happened	almost	every	single	year.	And	then	we	read	the	book,	which	felt	like	looking	into	a	mirror.	Chilling	moment	to	be	confronted	with	yourself	that	way.	He	did	this	game	every	year	until	he	retired,	it's	quite	often	cited	as	a	favorite	memory	from	high	school	for	those	who	were	there.October	26,	2008Lord	of	the	Flies	is	one	of	the	most
disturbing	books	I've	ever	read.	It	was	required	high	school	reading	and	since	then,	I've	read	it	four	more	times.	It	is	as	disturbing	now	as	it	was	then.	Using	a	group	of	innocent	schoolboys	stranded	on	an	island,	the	author	very	realistically	portrays	human	behavior	in	an	environment	where	civilization	no	longer	has	meaning.March	7,	2008I	hated	this
book.	First	off,	as	I	remember,	it	talks	about	humans	failure	to	govern	ourselves,	or	more	broadly	the	failures	of	human	nature.	There	are	a	few	reasons	why	I	think	simply	dropping	a	group	of	kids	on	a	desert	island	does	not	in	fact	prove	anything.1)	These	kids	were	raised	in	a	capitalist,	nominally	demcratic	society.	The	first	thing	they	do	is	appoint
leaders.	As	someone	who	spends	my	time	working	in	consensus	based	groups	seeking	to	challenge	hierarchical	structures,	I	have	a	strong	belief	that	this	is	not	how	things	need	to	be.	It	takes	a	bunch	of	unlearning	and	relearning	to	use	these	formats	-	simply	being	in	a	new	space	or	being	a	child	does	not	do	this	work.	The	author	and	the	children	he
writes	about	are	a	part	of	a	specific	culture,	and	it's	incorrect	to	generalize	these	values	to	a	broader	concept	of	human	nature.2)	They're	all	boys!	Again,	socialization	(yes,	even	of	a	6	year	old)	plays	a	huge	role	in	what	behavior	we	see	as	appropriate.	While	it's	quite	true	that	men	(or	at	least	masculinity)	control	government,	it's	ridiculous	to	use	only
boys	to	extrapolate	what	ways	of	governing	ourselves	are	possible.I	read	this	book	in	1996	when	I	was	a	freshman	in	highschool,	so	maybe	there's	something	I	missed.	Or	maybe	my	memories	are	being	colored	by	just	how	gross	the	pig's	head	descriptions	were.	If	so,	feel	free	to	correct	me.	For	now	though,	I	have	to	say	that	this	book	is	offensive	and
makes	dangerous	assumption.May	18,	2021	-	-	-	-	(	)	:	:D...	-----------	(	-	)	(	)	()	(	)	-	(	)	-	2-	(	)	_	-	-	(	)	(	)	(	)	...	-----------	adventure-and-or-travel-books	college-books	dystopia	Dr.	Appu	Sasidharan	(Dasfill)February	10,	2024	How	are	dictators	being	made?	Mein	Kampf,	Pol	Pot:	Anatomy	of	a	Nightmare,	The	Last	King	of	Scotland	and	Sandstorm:	Libya	in	the
Time	of	Revolution,	won't	answer	this	question	perfectly.	William	Golding	has	the	perfect	answer	to	it	through	this	allegory.	How	can	a	novel	about	a	bunch	of	stranded	school	kids	teach	us	about	dictators?This	is	not	just	a	novel	about	school	boys.	This	is	a	novel	about	the	intricate	ways	the	human	psyche	performs	when	it	is	stretched	to	the
paramount	in	abominable	circumstances	when	liberty	is	abundant,	and	everyone	is	equal,	without	any	prerogatives.This	parable	hits	the	right	chord	to	enlighten	us	regarding	our	leniency	to	entropy.	This	is	exactly	how	dictators	are	made.	The	boys	teach	us	a	lot	of	lessons	through	the	way	they	behave	and	the	areas	they	remain	silent.	What	I	learned
from	this	book	1)	Who	is	the	beast	in	the	Lord	of	the	flies?	There	is	a	chance	that	some	people	will	try	to	read	this	novel	superficially	without	thinking	about	its	deeper	meaning.	It	is	the	concept	of	the	beast	discussed	by	the	author	that	they	will	ultimately	get	stuck	after	being	confused.	We	can	interpret	the	beast	in	many	ways	depending	on	our
conscience.	The	simplest	explanation	of	the	beast	is	that	it	is	the	basic	instinct	of	savagery	existing	in	the	minds	of	human	beings.	You	can	interpret	it	in	many	complicated	ways	based	on	your	thinking	level.	Maybe	there	is	a	beast	maybe	it's	only	us.	2)	Are	human	beings	behaving	in	a	civilized	manner	just	because	of	the	laws	that	he	has	to	follow?
This	is	a	tricky	question	to	answer.	But	it	becomes	an	easy	question	if	you	have	read	this	book	and	contemplated	it	for	some	time.	Which	is	better--to	have	laws	and	agree,	or	to	hunt	and	kill?	"The	rules!"	shouted	Ralph,	"you're	breaking	the	rules!""Who	cares?"	3)	What	is	the	easiest	way	to	know	about	the	personality	of	a	person?	Golding
metaphorically	tells	us	the	easiest	way	to	understand	the	personality	of	a	person.	It	is	said	that	personality	is	who	we	are	and	what	we	do	when	everybody	is	watching	and	character	is	what	we	are	and	what	we	do	when	nobody	is	watching.The	way	a	person	talks	to	older	people,	his	subordinates,	and	disabled	people	tells	us	a	lot	about	their	character.
These	are	the	groups	of	people	who	cannot	stand	up	as	equals	for	their	rights.We	know	that	adversity	builds	and	reveals	character.	We	can	see	the	author's	brilliance	by	the	way	how	he	culminated	all	the	above-mentioned	ideas	and	brilliantly	revealed	them	to	us	through	the	behavior	of	a	few	stranded	children.	"He	wanted	to	explain	how	people	were
never	quite	what	you	thought	they	were."	My	favourite	three	lines	from	this	book	The	greatest	ideas	are	the	simplest.	What	are	we?	Humans?	Or	animals?	Or	savages?"	"I	believe	man	suffers	from	an	appalling	ignorance	of	his	own	nature.	I	produce	my	own	view	in	the	belief	that	it	may	be	something	like	the	truth."	What	could	have	been	better?Some
people	may	say	this	novel	has	extreme	racist	remarks	and	body	shaming.	There	is	also	some	content	that	some	readers	might	find	explicit.	This	novel	was	published	on	17	September	1954.	It	would	be	best	if	you	kept	this	in	the	back	of	your	mind	while	reading	it.	It	is	because	some	people	are	viewing	this	book	through	the	current	lens	of	political
correctness	they	find	it	disturbing.	That	is	one	of	the	greatest	injustices	we	can	do	to	any	literary	creation.	Rating	5/5	This	novel	is	one	among	those	few	masterpieces	that	can	be	read	in	many	ways	depending	on	the	reader's	proclivity.	You	can	also	follow	me	on	Instagram	ID	-	Dasfill	|	YouTube	Channel	ID	-	Dasfill	|	YouTube	Health	Channel	ID	-	Dasfill
-	Health	|	YouTube	Malayalam	Channel	ID	-	Dasfill	-	Malayalam	|	Threads	ID	-	Dasfill	|	X	ID	-	Dasfill1	|	Snapchat	ID	-	Dasfill	|	Facebook	ID	-	Dasfill	|	TikTok	ID	-	Dasfill1	January	16,	2022Without	what	the	author	intended	to	do	or	probably	has	done,	it	would	be	a	3	star,	but	so	1	star	is	the	only	option.Of	course,	its	completely	natural	to	become	primitive
again	within	the	shortest	amounts	of	time,	and	not	an	unintended	dark	comedy,	self	satirizing,	biased,	sexual	predator	of	an	author,	who	finally	deus	ex	machinas	out	of	this	mess.	In	a	private	journal	and	in	a	memoir	for	his	wife,	Golding	said	he	tried	to	rape	a	15-year-old	girl	when	he	was	18	and	on	his	first	holiday	from	Oxford	had	met	her	when	both
were	taking	music	lessons	in	Marlborough,	Wiltshire,	when	he	was	about	16	and	she	was	13,	but	he	tried	to	rape	her	two	years	later	when	he	was	home	during	his	first	year	at	Oxford.Golding	writes	that	they	went	for	a	walk	to	the	common	and	he	'felt	sure	she	wanted	heavy	sex,	as	this	was	visibly	written	on	her	pert,	ripe	and	desirable	mouth'.Soon
they	were	'wrestling	like	enemies'	as	he	'tried	unhandily	to	rape	her'.She	resisted	and	Golding,	years	later,	wrote	that	'he	had	made	such	a	bad	hand	at	rape'	before	shaking	her	and	shouting	'Im	not	going	to	hurt	you'.A	later	girlfriend,	Mollie,	was	also	treated	badly	by	Golding.She	was	another	local	from	Marlborough	whom	he	later	let	down	by
breaking	off	their	engagement	because	he	had	found	her	frigid.	attempted	rape	involved	a	Marlborough	girl,	named	Dora,	who	had	taken	piano	lessons	with	Golding.	It	happened	when	he	was	18	and	on	holiday	during	his	first	year	at	Oxford.	Carey	quotes	the	memoir	as	partially	excusing	the	attempted	rape	on	the	grounds	that	Dora	was	"depraved	by
nature"	and,	at	14,	was	"already	sexy	as	an	ape".	It	reveals	that	Golding	told	his	wife	he	had	been	sure	the	girl	"wanted	heavy	sex".	She	fought	him	off	and	ran	away	as	he	stood	there	shouting:	"I'm	not	going	to	hurt	you,"	the	memoir	said.	who	won	the	Nobel	Prize	in	1983,	three	years	after	bagging	the	Booker	for	Rites	Of	Passage,	admitted	trying	to
rape	a	15-year-old	schoolgirl	when	he	was	an	18-year-old	student	at	Oxford,	according	to	a	forthcoming	biography	by	John	Carey.The	schoolgirl	put	up	a	fierce	resistance.	But	they	had	sex	two	years	later,	according	to	Golding,	who	nevertheless	called	her	depraved	by	nature	and	sexy	as	an	ape	in	his	unpublished	memoir,	Men,	Women	&	Now.	He
wrote	it	for	Ann,	his	wife	of	50	years,	to	explain	his	monstrous	character.	//www.theguardian.com/books/boo...Fringe	philosophyDowngrading	and	unintended	satirizing	of	kids	language	from	an	adults	perspective	to	seem	capable	of	writing	empathic	and	emotional,	tragic-comic	dialogues	and	characters	is	a	cheap	trick	that	fails	epically,	if	not
performed	right.	But	its	the	logical	consequence	of	making	kids	act	as	if	they	were	stupid	animals	to	integrate	a	biased,	boring,	and	one	sided	plot.	If	you	want	real	philosophy	on	an	island,	read:	bad	philosophy	on	an	island,	read:	one	has	everything,	racism,	glorifying	religious	extremism,	a	true,	clear	picture	of	our	past.Back	to	the	show,	as	its	often
the	problem	with	monopolies,	the	ones	in	art	lead	to	overrated,	hyped,	and	simply	not	good	wanna	be	philosophical	constructions.	I	mean,	symbolic,	metaphysical,	allegory	metaphor	overload	for	young	people	who	want	to	be	entertained?	Honestly?	Dont	try	to	murder	each	other	kids.	What	a	lesson!	Of	course,	kids	are	so	stupid	that	they	immediately
establish	cultic	dictatorships	if	they	are	not	supervised,	what	else	should	logically	happen.	If	this	wouldnt	be	a	typical	forced	read	to	torture	school	kids	and	a	kind	of	pre	pop	psychology	Nobel	Prize	higher	literature	with	meaning	drivel,	I	would	say	its	barely	average,	but	because	of	its	excessive	misuse,	its	just	unacceptable.	Possibly	the	ever	so	clever
bureaucrats	of	the	boards	of	education	all	over	the	world	ought	think	a	second	about	removing	all	the	trash	of	all	the	lauded,	boring,	outdated,	obsolete,	literature	each	country	tends	to	accumulate	in	a	strange	mixture	of	patriotism,	cultural	imperialism	(our	writers,	literature,	tradition)	and	think	about	including	the	great,	amazing,	wonderful	worlds
of	literature	kids	and	young	adults	want	to	read.The	worst	classic	Ive	ever	readOne	extra	star	up	to	2	could	have	been	given	for	incompetently	trying	to	be	deep,	philosophical,	and	critical	and	failing	to	transport	the	important	message	about	the	evil	lurking	in	naked	apes.	Nice	try,	William,	but	just	an	epic	fail,	and	total	bigotry	regarding	your	alcohol
and	abuse	problems	you	loved	to	drivel	about	in	your	strange	diaries	of	a	molester.	I	was	really	searching	for	deeper	meaning,	any	of	all	the	arguments	seen	in	positive	reviews,	but	its	just	unrealistic,	the	ending	is	a	bad	joke,	putting	as	much	symbolism	and	innuendos	in	it	to	camouflage	the	immense	flaws	doesnt	really	help,	and	it	just	fuels	my
opinion	that,	just	as	in	real	life,	much	of	what	is	idealized	and	glorified	is	just	bad	and	rotten.	Look	at	the	ratings	of	Goldings	other	books,	rated	by	people	who	like	to	read	classics!	Another	achievement	in	inability.I	know,	there	are	many	getting	real	pleasure	out	of	classic	literature,	thats	a	question	of	taste	and	I	dont	force	them	to	read	my	trivial
literature.	Thats	where	the	tolerance	ends,	because	the	problem	is	that	the	previously	mentioned	kids,	teens,	and	young	adults	dont	deserve	to	be	bored	with	what	elder	generations	may	really	enjoy,	but	has	absolutely	no	worth	for	them.	I	did	once	make	the	mistake	of	reading	a	few	dozen	classics	and	most	were	just	average,	some	really	bad,	but
definitively	close	to	none	great.	Its	sad,	avoidable,	and	just	plain	anachronistic	to	violently	keep	extremely	outdated	versions	of	descriptions	of	long	away	pasts	in	the	curriculum	and	the	main	reason	kids	and	teens	hate	to	read.	Irony	time,	there	would	be	old,	classic,	clever	books	that	could	really	tell	something	about	human	nature,	not	using	placative
over	the	top	violence,	especially	in	the	classic	and	new	sci-fi	and	social-sci-fi	genre	that	explore	many	questions	regarding	human	nature,	state,	politics,	sexuality,	economics,	faith,	but,	they	would	be	too	extreme,	progressive,	and	subtle.	Cause	bigoted	conservatives	dont	want	their	kids	to	read	really	dangerous,	meta	context,	social	criticism,	stuff,
they	want	some	characters	far	away	from	any	real,	imminent	problems	playing	hide	and	seek	with	a	freaking	pigs	head.	It	truly	left	me	speechless,	just	asking	why,	whats	wrong	with	you,	humanities,	literary	critique,	Nobel	prize,	quality	literature,	higher	art,	snobs,	modern	art,	dont	you	realize	that	you	are	satirizing	yourself	by	praising	so	many
works	that	many	avid,	lifelong	readers,	with	k	reading	scores	deem	bad,	arrogant,	boring,	and	worthless?	Reminiscences	of	a	past	when	bigoted,	unenlightened	people	celebrated	any	trash	that	could	distract	from	their	incredible	cognitive	biases.	It	at	least	also	lets	me	imagine	a	purgatory	library	filled	with	this	stuff	and	dark	angels	forcing	me	to	read
it	until	I	become	insane,	repair	my	brain,	and	restart	the	process.	Forever.	Mwahahaha!Trying	to	find	an	explanation,	a	combination	of	personal	drivel	with	the	biography	of	a	disturbed	mindThe	author	had	issues,	binge	drinking	and	alcoholism	were	demons	haunting	him,	and	he	did	exactly	write	this	one	thing	that	made	him	famous	and	nothing	else
of	importance.	What	makes	one	more	disgusted	is	the	fact	that	he,	as	mentioned,	tried	to	rape	a	15	year	old	girl	when	he	was	18	(how	often	has	he	been	successful	and	didnt	write	about	it,	because	he	was	so	completely	wasted	and	drunk	that	he	wouldnt	even	remember	it?),	a	reason	he	should	at	least	be	retrospectively	condemned,	as	retroactive,
time	travel	castration	isnt	really	an	option.	Thats	one	of	the	crime	areas	where	I	distance	myself	from	restorative	justice	and	go	full	metal	eye	for	an	eye,	archaic	retributive	justice,	because	I	am	of	the	opinion	that	sex	offenders	should	be	incarcerated	under	terrible	conditions,	life	imprisonment	without	any	chance	to	ever	see	the	light	of	the	day	again



(and	this	rehabilitation	thing	is	complete,	psychologic,	psychiatric	(2	other	partly	fringe	science	the	humanities	unleashed	on	humanity	like	a	plague)	nonsense.	Nobody	would	try	to	cure	someone	who	is	heterosexual,	homosexual,	or	has	a	different	gender	identity	than	physical	body,	because	thats	completely	crazy.	But	hey,	someone	who	is	born	(seen
in	babies)	or	made	a	pedophile,	rapist,	necrophile,	etc.	can	of	course	be	healed.	And,	another	very	important	factor,	its	cheaper	for	the	state	to	release	serial	sex	killers	to	save	some	money	and	wait	if	it	takes	them	weeks	or	months	until	the	next	victim	is	tortured,	raped,	and	eaten.	How	is	it	possible	that	psychiatrists	say	that	they	are	no	danger
anymore	before	and	dont	get	any	problems	for	their	little	oopsies?).	However,	such	a	tortured,	poor	soul,	someone	who	raped	as	bad	as	he	wrote,	could	become	a	celebrated	highlight	of	highbrow	s***	literature,	which	makes	him	worthy	of	even	more	fringe	Nobel	prizes,	maybe	for	voodoo	economics.Tropes	show	how	literature	is	conceptualized	and
created	and	which	mixture	of	elements	makes	works	and	genres	unique:	facepalm-trash-binApril	1,	2021A	hard	book	to	rate	as	although	its	well	written	and	is	very	thought	provoking,	the	content	gets	unpleasantly	graphic	and	some	aspects	are	awkwardly	dated	(eg	the	assumption	the	British	boys	should	be	jolly	good	chaps	-	were	not	savages,	were
English).PlotIt	starts	off	as	a	conventional	adventure:	a	mixed	group	of	boys	(some	know	each	other;	many	who	dont)	survive	a	plane	crash	on	a	desert	island	and	struggle	to	survive.	It	is	somewhat	confused	and	confusing	at	first	perhaps	to	make	the	reader	empathise	with	the	boys	confusion.From	the	outset	there	are	issues	of	priorities	(Jacks	instant
gratification	of	hunting	or	Ralphs	long	term	need	for	shelter	and	maintaining	a	fire	signal)	and	leadership.	Its	inevitable	that	standards	of	civilization	will	slip.	There	is	also	an	infectious	fear	of	the	beast,	although	whether	one	interprets	it	as	animal,	airman,	hallucination,	or	symbolic	may	vary	at	different	points	in	the	story.	Certainly	the	tone	of	the
book	changes	after	Simons	first	encounter	with	Lord	of	the	Flies.Image:	Teaching	Lord	of	the	Flies,	by	The	Jenkins	Comic	(Source)Group	DynamicsEventually	the	boys	split	into	two	groups:	hunters	who	become	ever	more	savage	in	appearance	and	behaviour,	and	the	remainder	who	want	to	retain	order,	safety,	common	sense	and	their	lives.	Why	do
the	obedient	and	angelic	choir	turn	to	savagery	-	does	the	fact	they	have	an	identified	leader,	who	isn't	the	overall	leader	once	they're	on	the	island,	contribute?	One	also	wonders	how	the	story	might	be	different	if	it	was	a	mixed	sex	group,	or	even	an	all	girl	group.	Very	different,	certainly,	and	I	suppose	it	would	provide	a	distraction	to	what	Golding
was	trying	to	say	about	human	(or	just	male?)	nature.It	illustrates	how	petty	bullying	can	be	condoned	and	encouraged	within	groups	(exacerbated	by	rituals,	chanting,	body	markings	etc)	and	how	it	can	escalate	to	much	worse.	Nevertheless,	one	of	the	main	victims,	Piggy,	is	proud	of	his	differences,	demonstrates	knowledge	and	intelligence	and
actually	grows	in	confidence	as	his	leader	loses	his.Milgran,	Zimbardo,	Christianity...It	questions	whether	it	is	power	or	the	environment	that	makes	some	of	the	boys	so	bad	(echoes	of	Zimbardos	prison	experiments	and	Milgrams	obedience	experiments	-	if	a	book	can	echo	things	which	came	after	it	was	written).	In	fact,	Golding	"experimented,	while
a	teacher	at	a	public	school,	with	setting	boys	against	one	another	in	the	manner	of	Lord	of	the	Flies"!	See	HERE	(thanks	Matt).The	more	Christian	concept	of	original	sin	runs	through	it,	which	was	probably	Golding's	intention	(his	editor	made	him	make	Simon	less	Jesus-like),	along	with	other	Christian	analogies	relating	to	snakes,	devils	(aka	Lord	of
the	Flies),	self	sacrifice,	and	redemption/rescue.	And	then	there	are	the	conch	and	fire	as	symbols	of	order	and	god,	respectively,	in	total	contrast	to	the	warpaint	etc	of	the	warriors.	Lots	to	think	about,	but	more	the	stuff	of	nightmares	than	dreams.Compared	with	The	Hunger	GamesIt's	interesting	to	compare	this	with	The	Hunger	Games,	which
modern	teens	probably	find	much	easier	to	relate	to	(see	my	review	HERE).	I	think	one	problem	Lord	of	the	Flies	has	is	that	the	period	is	tricky:	too	far	from	the	present	to	seem	"relevant"	(though	I	think	it	is),	but	not	long	enough	ago	to	be	properly	historical.Compared	with	I	Have	No	Mouth	and	I	Must	ScreamFor	another	dysfunctional	group	trying
to	survive	a	very	different	ordeal,	see	Harlan	Ellison's	horrific	short	story	about	an	evil	supercomputer,	which	I	reviewed	HERE.childrens	landscape-location-protagonist	miscellaneous-fiction	March	19,	2019"We	did	everything	adults	would	do.	What	went	wrong?"	You	did	everything	adults	would	do.	That's	what	went	wrong.There	is	much	to	be	said
against	this	novel,	and	it	has	been	said,	eloquently,	poignantly,	many	times.	Let	me	make	a	case	for	keeping	it	on	the	curriculum	despite	the	dated	language,	the	graphic	violence,	the	author's	personality...	There	are	two	myths	about	adolescents,	and	this	novel	does	away	with	them	in	a	-	admittedly	-	drastic	way.	First	of	all,	there	is	no	general
innocence	in	adolescents.	They	do	what	grown-ups	do,	but	in	a	less	mature	and	experienced	way.	That	means	they	cheat,	lie	and	steal,	and	use	violence	to	achieve	their	goals,	and	they	are	vain	and	interested	in	dominating	and	manipulating	others.	But	they	are	also	caring,	loving	and	resourceful,	and	willing	to	serve	the	community	in	which	they
participate.The	second	myth	regards	the	helplessness	and	general	dependence	of	adolescents,	which	is	also	only	true	as	long	as	they	have	grown-ups	around.	Leave	adolescents	alone,	and	they	will	organise	themselves.	The	best	example	of	what	happens	to	a	group	of	teenagers	left	alone	is	shown	if	a	teacher	in	a	(civilised)	school	in	a	(civilised)
country	leaves	for	just	a	couple	of	minutes.	If	you	have	never	experienced	the	amount	of	destructive	power	that	is	possible	in	that	short	time-span,	you	might	think	Golding	exaggerates.	Unfortunately,	I	can	see	any	group	of	students	turning	into	the	characters	in	The	Lord	Of	The	Flies	if	they	are	put	in	the	situation.	I	even	know	who	would	be	the
leaders,	who	would	fight,	who	would	bully,	who	would	play	along,	and	who	would	go	under.	Add	teenage	girls	to	the	mixture	and	hell	breaks	loose.Reading	this	novel	with	teenagers	-	if	it	is	done	with	a	big	heart	for	their	developmental	stages	and	their	hormonal	glitches	-	gives	them	an	opportunity	to	discuss	a	topic	they	already	know	everything	about
from	their	own	lives	but	often	keep	hidden	from	naive,	romantic	grown-ups:	the	heart	of	an	adolescent	has	dark	corners,	and	it	is	important	to	shed	light	on	the	pain	young	people	are	able	to	cause	each	other	if	they	are	under	the	impression	that	they	are	not	seen	by	the	higher	authority	of	the	grown-up	world.Teenagers	are	grown-ups	in	training,	and
they	make	all	the	beginner	mistakes	without	having	the	perspective	to	see	the	end	of	the	tunnel.	Reading	offers	perspective!1001-books-to-read-before-you-die	nobels	young-adultSeptember	1,	2024A	British	airplane	on	fire	crashes	on	a	deserted	isolated	South	Sea's	island,	in	the	middle	of	an	atomic	war	set	in	the	near	future	.	All	the	grown-ups	are
killed	and	only	children	12	and	younger	survive,	how	are	they	to	cope	(basically	an	allegorical	story	of	what	is	human	nature	,	good	or	evil	?)	.	Ralph	is	chosen	leader,	"Piggy"	his	intellectual	sidekick	he	wears	glasses,	this	beautiful	green	tropical	coral	isle	with	a	blue	lagoon	magnificent	palm	trees,	better	yet	coconut	trees	too	and	plenty	of	yellow
bananas,	other	fruits	are	seen.	Wild	numerous	pigs	in	the	forest,	plenty	of	fish	in	the	ocean	so	no	worries	right...Wrong!	Ralph	has	a	rescue	fire	set	which	goes	sadly	out	of	control	,	and	one	of	the	boys	is	never	seen	again,	Jack	doesn't	like	playing	second	fiddle	to	Ralph.	He	takes	his	group	of	choirboys	followers	and	leaves,	to	form	a	new	fierce	warrior
tribe	on	Castle	Rock,	painting	their	faces	and	becoming	great	hunters....Since	Piggy's	eye	glasses	are	the	only	way	the	kids	can	start	a	fire,	Jack	raids	Ralph's	shelter	and	steals	it,	the	poor	helpless	boy	can't	function	without	them,	blind	as	a	bat	(	I	know	it's	a	misnomer,	but	it	sounds	great).	Complicating	the	situation	is	the	mysterious	"Beast,"	on	the
mountain	is	it	real?	Or	just	a	legend...Earlier	Simon	sees	the	evil	head	of	a	large	boar	on	a	stick	,	in	the	middle	of	the	forest	(Lord	of	the	Flies).	He	has	a	haunting	vision	and	flees	towards	the	children,	scaring	them	all.	In	the	darkness	they	believe	it's	the	beast	and	have	to	defend	themselves,	with	whatever	weapons	they	possess	..a	tragedy	occurs.
Later	the	two"	tribes"	struggle	for	supremacy	on	the	island....Will	the	wicked	inherit	the	Earth?	And	maybe	the	last	outpost	of	civilization	left	is	here...	This	novel	is	a	superb	narrative	of	today's	nations	wars	of	conquest,	anything	is	good	as	long	as	your	side	wins...Virginia	Ronan	Herondale	May	10,	2018They	accepted	the	pleasures	of	morning,	the
bright	sun,	the	whelming	sea	and	sweet	air,	as	a	time	when	play	was	good	and	life	so	full	that	hope	was	not	necessary	and	therefore	forgotten.So	this	was	a	book	many	people	had	to	read	when	they	went	to	school	and	in	some	way	this	already	says	a	lot	about	Lord	of	the	Flies.	Like	so	many	of	the	books	that	are	required	to	be	read	during	peoples
educational	careers	this	one	wasnt	only	full	of	serious	topics	but	also	dealt	with	ethical	values.I	mean	we	have	boys	between	the	ages	of	6	and	12	who	are	stranded	on	an	island	after	they	had	a	plane	crash.	There	is	no	adult	who	would	force	them	to	stay	in	line;	there	is	no	authority	that	would	tell	them	what's	right	or	wrong.	They	are	left	to	their	own
devices	and	even	though	they	were	doing	as	good	as	you	would	expect	schoolboys	to	do,	they	still	were	fairly	decent	at	the	beginning	of	the	book.	I	agree	with	Ralph.	Weve	got	to	have	rules	and	obey	them.	After	all,	were	not	savages.	Were	English;	and	the	English	are	the	best	at	everything.	So	weve	got	to	do	the	right	things.	Oh,	how	often	I	thought
back	to	this	quote	when	I	read	on	with	horror,	every	new	chapter	revealing	another	aspect	of	the	dark	abyss	of	human	kind.	The	morale	dilemma	of	Ralph	and	Piggy	was	so	intense	that	I	couldnt	help	but	feel	with	them	whenever	something	bad	and	terrible	happened.	They	were	the	only	ones	that	tried	to	get	order	into	the	chaos	but	on	an	island
without	any	rules	only	the	strongest	remain.	I	got	you	meat!Numberless	and	inexpressible	frustrations	combined	to	make	his	rage	elemental	and	awe-inspiring.	I	painted	my	face	I	stole	up.	Now	you	eat	all	of	you	and	I	The	fight	of	savageness	vs.	civilisation	was	so	tangible	it	hurt	and	I	constantly	found	myself	sitting	at	the	edge	of	my	seat	hoping
against	all	hope,	that	civilisation	would	actually	win.	It	doesnt	take	a	genius	to	know	that	it	didnt.	Why	hold	on	to	moral	standards?	Why	listen	to	reason	if	you	can	have	a	kingdom	of	your	own?	Why	should	you	accept	someone	elses	opinion	if	youre	stronger	and	can	force	them	to	obey	your	own	rules?	You	know	it	better	than	the	others,	right?!If	I	blow
the	conch	and	they	dont	come	back;	then	weve	had	it.	We	shant	keep	the	fire	going.	Well	be	like	animals.	Well	never	be	rescued.I	know	Im	being	provocative	here	but	it	is	how	it	is.	The	strongest	will	always	try	to	rule	the	weak.	Its	been	done	for	centuries	and	I	doubt	that	it	will	ever	stop.	Its	as	much	a	part	of	human	nature	as	breathing	and	lets	face
the	bitter	truth:	Theres	darkness	in	all	of	us.	We	can	only	decide	if	we	fight	it	or	let	it	in.	;-)	Look,	Ralph.	We	got	to	forget	this.	We	cant	do	no	good	thinking	about	it,	see?Im	frightened.	Of	us.	I	want	to	go	home.	O	god	I	want	to	go	home.The	thing	is	fear	cant	hurt	you	any	more	than	a	dream.	There	arent	any	beasts	to	be	afraid	of	on	this	island.If	you
ask	me	there	certainly	was	a	monster	on	the	island	or	should	I	rather	say	that	there	were	monsters?	Plural.	It	werent	monsters	that	had	been	there	all	along	though.	No,	it	were	the	monsters	that	had	fallen	from	the	sky,	claiming	the	island	as	their	own,	doing	as	they	pleased	because	they	could	do	so	without	anyone	to	stop	them.	The	monsters	on	the
island	came	from	the	outside	and	despite	their	claims	to	want	to	get	off	of	the	island	they	all	knew	that	they	actually	wanted	to	stay.	Im	scared	of	him,	said	Piggy,	and	thats	why	I	know	him.	If	youre	scared	of	someone	you	hate	him	but	you	cant	stop	thinking	about	him.	You	kid	yourself	hes	all	right	really,	an	then	when	you	see	him	again;	its	like
asthma	an	you	cant	breathe.So	in	the	end	things	took	their	natural	course	and	got	worse	and	worse.	The	descent	into	savageness	was	inexorable	and	the	book	ended	on	a	heavy	note.	I	can	only	speak	for	myself	but	the	ending	was	brilliant.	Brilliant	and	shocking	and	so	very,	very	realistic	that	it	caused	me	to	ache	even	more.	Those	stupid	boys...	those
stupid,	stupid	little	boys.	*shakes	head*Anyway,	if	you	want	to	read	a	really	good	book	which	will	haunt	you	days	after	you	finished	it,	this	should	be	your	choice.	*lol*	After	all	I	finished	Lord	of	the	Flies	almost	a	week	ago	and	Im	still	thinking	about	it.	;-)Happy	Reading!	I	hope	youll	enjoy	it	as	well!	Those	are	two	quotes	that	were	perfect	and	moved
me	so	damn	much	when	I	read	the	book.	Because	they	would	spoil	too	much	and	would	give	away	some	crucial	parts	of	the	plot	I	didnt	write	them	down	in	the	actual	review	though.	Anyway	if	you	read	the	book	already	you	might	as	well	enjoy	them	now:Piggy.Uh?That	was	Simon.You	said	that	before.Piggy.Uh?That	was	murder.And	in	the	middle	of
them,	Ralph	wept	for	the	end	of	innocence,	the	darkness	of	mans	heart,	and	the	fall	through	the	air	of	the	true,	wise	friend	called	Piggy.March	27,	2025Spoilers	Ahead!A	group	of	kids	get	stranded	on	a	deserted	island.	At	first,	it	feels	like	paradise	-	no	adults,	plenty	of	food,	and	endless	freedom.	They	explore,	set	up	some	rules,	and	even	hold
democratic	meetings	where	anyone	with	the	conch	gets	to	speak.	They	elect	Ralph	as	their	leader	since	he	seems	smart	and	responsible.	He	organizes	shelter-building,	assigns	tasks,	and	keeps	a	signal	fire	burning	in	hopes	of	rescue.But	things	start	falling	apart	fast.	A	careless	fire	burns	down	half	the	mountain,	a	little	kid	who	first	mentioned	the
beast	mysteriously	disappears,	and	Jack,	the	choir	leader,	becomes	obsessed	with	hunting.	Soon,	his	hunting	crew	lets	the	signal	fire	go	out,	and	the	divide	between	him	and	Ralph	deepens.As	time	passes,	more	kids	abandon	Ralphs	leadership	for	Jacks	tribe,	drawn	to	the	thrill	of	hunting	and	the	promise	of	meat.	They	paint	their	faces,	dance	around
bonfires,	and	offer	up	pig	heads	as	sacrifices.	Fear	of	the	beast	takes	over	their	minds.	In	a	chaotic	frenzy	after	a	feast,	they	mistake	Simon	-	who	was	about	to	reveal	the	truth	about	the	beast-	for	a	monster	and	kill	him.This	is	the	point	of	no	return.	Jacks	tribe,	fully	embracing	savagery,	kills	Piggy	by	crushing	him	with	a	boulder.	The	twins	are
captured,	leaving	Ralph	completely	alone.	Soon,	the	tribe	starts	hunting	him	down,	even	setting	the	entire	island	on	fire	in	the	process.	Just	as	hes	about	to	be	caught,	a	naval	officer	arrives,	drawn	by	the	smoke.	The	kids	break	down	in	tears	as	they	realize	what	theyve	become.The	story	makes	one	thing	clear:	civilization	can	crumble	in	an	instant.	In
just	a	few	weeks,	these	once-innocent	kids	go	from	building	shelters	to	burning	everything	down,	from	hunting	animals	to	killing	each	other.	Golding,	having	lived	through	two	world	wars,	forces	us	to	confront	the	darkest	parts	of	human	nature.This	brings	us	to	the	big	question:	Is	human	nature	good	or	evil?	Lord	of	the	Flies	seems	to	argue	for
Human	nature	is	evil.	Even	from	the	start,	the	kids	show	selfishness,	cruelty,	and	a	hunger	for	power	-	ignoring	the	younger	ones,	dismissing	Piggys	ideas,	and	constantly	struggling	for	control.	The	beast	exists	in	their	minds	long	before	they	act	on	it.	And	ironically,	their	rescuers	-	the	naval	officers	-	are	part	of	a	world	at	war	themselves.But	does	that
mean	people	are	inherently	evil?	I	dont	think	so.Self-interest	isnt	always	bad	-	its	what	drives	both	destruction	and	progress.	Admiring	strength	helped	humans	survive.	Laziness	led	to	innovation.	Power	struggles	built	societies.	What	matters	isnt	whether	human	nature	is	good	or	bad,	but	how	we	handle	it.Jacks	tribe	didnt	fall	apart	because	it	was
irrational	-	it	actually	worked	too	well.	Hunting	brought	food,	rituals	created	unity,	and	the	fear	of	the	beast	gave	them	purpose.	The	real	problem	was	that	Ralphs	leadership	failed	to	recognize	the	emotional,	irrational	side	of	human	nature.	He	relied	on	rules	and	democracy,	but	without	real	power	or	consequences,	his	system	collapsed.	Jack,	on	the
other	hand,	gave	people	what	they	wanted	-	security,	excitement,	and	belonging.In	the	end,	Lord	of	the	Flies	isnt	just	about	savagery.	Its	about	the	delicate	balance	between	reason	and	instinct,	order	and	chaos.	Ignore	one,	and	civilization	falls	apart.	But	understanding	both?	Thats	the	key	to	something	better.5	/	5	starsAugust	2,	2007I	just	don't	buy
it.This	book	is	famous	for	unmasking	what	brutes	we	are,	just	under	the	surface,	but,	well,	for	all	the	hype,	it	just	isn't	convincing.	People--even	teenage	boys--just	aren't	as	savage	as	Golding	seems	to	want	us	to	believe,	and	nothing	in	this	book	persuades	me	otherwise.Perhaps	if	I'd	gone	to	English	boarding	school	I'd	feel	differently--but	then	that's
the	real	irony	of	this	book,	that	the	brutality	from	which	the	British	Empire	was	supposed	to	save	so	many	people	and	cultures	was	in	fact	the	Brits	projecting	their	own	savagery	onto	others.But	the	rest	of	us,	no,	we	aren't	monsters	underneath.	A	little	messed	up,	maybe,	a	little	more	raw,	but	nowhere	near	the	kind	of	brutes	that	Golding	wants	us	to
believe.December	14,	2018Years	after	I	read	this	masterpiece,	it	is	still	chilling.	Golding	spins	a	yarn	that	could	have	been	told	centuries	ago,	primal	human	nature	unmoored	from	civilization	does	not	take	long	to	break	away	and	devolve	into	a	feral	thing.As	good	today,	and	as	haunting,	as	it	was	when	it	was	published	in	1954.	This	should	be	on	a	list
of	books	that	must	be	read.**	2018	addendum	-	it	is	a	testament	to	great	literature	that	a	reader	recalls	the	work	years	later	and	this	is	a	book	about	which	I	frequently	think.	May	13,	2025Un	roman	despre	o	insul	pustie	i	o	mn	de	copii	naufragiai.	Cu	siguran	o	rescriere	a	lui	Robinson	Crusoe	(1719)	i	a	altor	romane	cu	insule	i	eroi	euai	ntr-un	inut	mai
degrab	paradisiac	(Insula	de	corali,	Comoara	din	insul,	Insula	misterioas	etc.).	Dar	scopul	lui	William	Golding	a	fost	ndeosebi	unul	polemic.	Romanul	lui	va	dezmini	sau	/	i	va	ilustra	(pe	o	cale	ocolit)	postulatul	lui	Jean-Jacques	Rousseau:	Omul	este	bun	de	la	natur,	dar	societatea	l	pervertete.	Observaie:	cnd	ajung	pe	insul,	muli	dintre	copiii	lui	Golding
par	deja	pervertii.n	Viaa,	staniile	&	uimitoarele	aventuri	ale	lui	Robinson	Crusoe,	marinar	din	York	(1719),	gsim	un	personaj	foarte	norocos	(iresponsabil	de	norocos!),	cruia	totul	i	iese	din	plin.	Caprele	se	domesticesc	singure	i	intr	de	bunvoie	n	arc,	griul,	orzul,	cerealele	cresc	spontan	din	pmntul	fertil:	Mare	mi-a	fost	mirarea	cnd	am	vzut	vreo	10	sau
12	spice	de	orz.	Cnd	eroul	e	plictisit,	un	papagal	inteligent	i	ine	de	urt.	Natura	sare,	aadar,	n	sprijinul	nesbuitului.	Pentru	ca	fericirea	s-i	fie	deplin	era	nevoie	de	Vineri.	i	iat	c	bunul	Vineri	alearg	spre	Salvatorul	lui.	i	i	se	supune.mpratul	mutelor	nareaz	povestea	pe	dos.	Copiii	intr	rapid	n	conflict,	se	fac	dou	tabere,	cei	buni	(din	ce	n	ce	mai	puini,	rmn	la
sfrit	Ralph	i	Piggy,	apoi	numai	Ralph)	i	cei	ri	(tot	mai	numeroi,	n	frunte	cu	Jack	Merridew).	Frica	trezete	n	copii	cruzimea.	ncep	s	cread	c	insula	e	bntuit	de	o	fiar	malefic.	Vor	s-o	gseasc	i	s-o	vneze.	Firete	c	n-o	vor	ucide,	fiara	e	doar	o	fantasm	a	minii	lor	delirante.	l	vor	ucide,	n	schimb,	pe	Simon,	un	biat	epileptic,	obsedat	de	prezena	Ei.	n	realitate,
Fiara	e	fiecare	dintre	ei	i	toi	la	un	loc.	Asta	mi-a	amintit	de	parabola	despre	Simorg,	Regele	psrilor,	rescris	de	Borges.	La	sfritul	lecturii	(menionez	c	putanii	snt	recuperai	de	pe	insul),	m	ntreb	nc	o	dat:	Omul	este	bun	de	la	natur	i	numai	societatea	l	corupe?	Sau:	omul	e	ru	/	crud	de	la	natur,	iar	societatea	l	ajut	(prin	educaie,	religie,	coerciie,	dresaj,	azil
psihiatric	etc.)	s	devin	iubitor	i	milos?	Nu	ndrznesc	s	propun	un	rspuns	iste.	S-au	fcut	experimente	(m	gndesc	la	cel	iniiat	de	Christina	Maslach	i	Philip	Zimbardo,	n	1971,	la	Stanford	University),	s-au	formulat	ipoteze:	psihologii	mai	au	de	lucru.	i	totui:	am	trit	cndva	o	mprejurare,	n	care	am	vzut	c	pn	i	cel	mai	puin	violent	dintre	muritori	poate	deveni	(fr
s	vrea?)	crud,	nemilos,	viclean.	Rul	poate	fascina.	Trezete	plceri...P.	S.	Dei	n	cei	70	de	ani	care	au	trecut	de	la	publicarea	crii,	exegeii	au	identificat	toate	aluziile	(i	multe	altele	care	n-au	trecut	niciodat	prin	mintea	autorului),	voi	aminti	c	numele	ebraic	Belzebuth	/	Beelzebub	/	Baal-Zebub	(zeul	impostor	din	Ekron)	se	traduce	prin	mpratul
mutelor.January	19,	20211/6/20One	of	the	worst	books	I	have	ever	read.	The	experience	was	excruciating.	30/5/20Giving	this	one	another	shot.	Tried	last	year	and	the	first	30	pages	were	so	painful.	Did	a	lot	of	research	on	this	book	(spoke	to	a	couple	of	people	as	well)	and	I	feel	like	if	I	don't	get	through	it	this	time	around,	I	probably	never
will.24/3/19I	got	this	book	at	the	De	Slegte	many	years	ago	but	never	read	it.	However	now,	Rory	Power	is	bringing	out	a	book	coming	July	called	Wilder	Girls,	with	I	heard	is	a	feminist	retelling	of	this.	I'm	hoping	to	compare	the	two,	so	this	might	just	be	the	push	for	me	to	finally	read	this	one	:)You	can	find	me	onYoutube	|	Instagram	|	Twitter	|
Tumblr	|	WebsiteMarch	19,	2024I	would	presume	that	swathes	of	humanity	in	the	West	(and	millions	elsewhere)	already	know	the	story	of	a	civilian	plane	crash	around	(Second	World)	war-time	in	which	groups	of	upper	class	English	schoolboys	find	themselves	marooned	on	a	deserted	island,	where	there	is	a	limited	wish	to	remain	civilised	and	a
rampant	descendance	into	savagery!This	startlingly	immense	debut	novel	by	William	Golding	is	woke-ism	at	its	best!	What,	I	hear	you	say?	Yes...	Golding,	got	the	idea	of	the	book	from	the	'Christian'	pro-colonialism	The	Coral	Island,	when	he	though	that	the	idea	of	marooned	English	schoolboys	remaining	civilised	whilst	encountering	external	evil	as
preposterous;	and	indeed	the	concept	of	the	civilising	power	of	colonialism;	the	beauty	of	his	inversion	of	the	original	source	was	his	idea	that	the	evil	the	boys	would	face	would	be	from	within!	A	true	modern	classic	and	one	of	the	greatest	debuts	of	al	time!	All	the	stars,	a	10	out	of	12,	Five	STAR	READ.2024	readPS	Although	read	at	least	three	times
as	a	child,	this	was	my	first	reading	in	over	four	decades	as	an	adult!December	12,	2021LORD	OF	THE	REREADINGSA	couple	of	months	ago,	I	picked	up	To	Kill	A	Mockingbird,	a	book	I	last	read	in	high	school.	What	fascinated	me	about	the	exercise	was	how	much	I	remembered	and	how	much	I	didnt,	what	I	appreciated	as	a	teen	and	what	I	do	now.
After	that,	I	began	wondering	how	I	would	respond	to	the	other	books	I	had	to	read	and	analyze	as	a	youth.	Hence	my	rereading	of	Lord	Of	The	Flies.	Its	equally	powerful	shocking,	even	by	todays	standards.	And	its	all	very	efficiently	done.Both	books	are	deserved	classics.	I	dont	regret	a	moment	spent	rereading	either	one.So	perhaps	this	will	become
a	series.	Whats	next:	Catcher	In	The	Rye?	A	Separate	Peace?	Anyhow,	on	with	the	review...	and	keep	in	mind	that	if	you	weren't	forced	to	read	this	back	in	school,	THERE	BE	SPOILERS	AHEAD	(or	A-HEAD	-	if	you'll	excuse	the	pun).What	do	I	remember	from	my	first	reading?	The	set-up,	of	course.	After	a	plane	crashes,	a	group	of	English	boys	finds
themselves	stranded	on	an	island	and,	with	no	adults	to	guide	them,	form	a	kind	of	society	that	quickly	breaks	down,	resulting	in	madness	and	murder.	The	symbols,	among	them:	the	conch	(for	order	and	civilization,	I	suppose,	since	if	one	holds	it	one	can	speak	in	front	of	a	group);	the	glasses	(or	specs),	which	help	create	fire	and,	since	they	belong	to
the	nearsighted,	brainy	yet	mercilessly	bullied	Piggy,	might	also	represent	intelligence.	The	idea	of	monsters,	both	real	and	imagined.	I	remember	being	entertained	by	the	nickname	Piggy	what	a	childish	thing,	but	it	is	memorable	and	symbolic	in	its	own	way.	What	a	smart	move	on	author	William	Goldings	part	to	call	him	that.	The	ending.	I	knew	a
couple	of	children	died,	and	that	eventually	the	rest	were	rescued.	What	dont	I	remember	from	that	reading?	Id	forgotten	that	many	of	the	books	hunters	were	(back	in	civilian	life)	members	of	a	choir!	Id	totally	forgotten	about	the	young	twins,	Sam	and	Eric,	whose	names	are	blended	by	Golding	into	the	very	contemporary-sounding	name	Samneric.	I
should	have,	but	didnt,	realize	the	book	took	place	during	some	unspecified	war.	What	do	I	appreciate	now?	The	economy	and	compactness	of	the	book.	Theres	very	little	fat	in	it	(besides	the	fat	dripping	from	the	roasted	boar).	And	though	there	are	lots	of	vivid	descriptions	of	clouds,	forests	and	sun	glinting	on	sand,	nothing	feels	gratuitous.	How
beautifully	Golding	captures	childrens	behaviour,	especially	in	groups.	This	was	Goldings	first	novel,	and	he	knew	boys	so	well.	(Perhaps	he	was	raising	sons	at	the	time.)	There	are	lots	of	characters	with	Anglo	names	that	sound	a	lot	alike	(Ralph,	Jack,	Roger,	Robert,	Simon,	Henry	something	that	instantly	dates	it,	I	suppose),	but	Golding	gradually
fills	you	in	on	them.	It	took	a	while	for	me	to	understand	Rogers	sadistic	nature,	for	instance.	The	theme	of	bullying,	which	is	as	relevant	as	ever.	Is	this	a	fact	of	nature?	Does	every	species	find	someone/thing	among	them	to	tease	and	ridicule?	Piggy	is	overweight,	unathletic,	myopic	and	has	asthma	(and	another	thing	I	didnt	notice:	his	speech	places
him	in	a	slightly	lower	class	than	everyone	else),	but	hes	also	incredibly	smart.	He	can	see	things	that	the	charismatic,	initial	leader	Ralph	doesnt,	which	is	why	they	make	a	good	pair.	But	the	fact	that	everyone,	from	the	oldest	to	the	youngest,	teases	him,	is	very	disturbing.	The	hallucinatory	scenes	with	Simon	(often	thought	of	as	the	books	most
intuitive	character)	and	the	beast,	which	gives	the	novel	its	title.	I	wasnt	prepared	for	the	sheer	nightmarish	horror	of	these	episodes.	No	wonder	Stephen	King	was	so	influenced	by	this	book	(he	borrowed	the	novel's	Castle	Rock	and	uses	it	regularly	as	a	setting).	The	political/social	allegory	at	its	centre.	How	do	we	make	a	society	work?	Is	hunting	(to
feed	us)	more	important	than	providing	shelter	or	coming	up	with	a	way	to	be	rescued?	What	happens	when	people	dont	pull	their	weight?	All	of	this	is	done	so	very	subtly.	Theres	a	moment	when	chief	Ralph	is	gradually	losing	his	power,	and	Piggy	suggests	he	blow	the	conch	to	form	an	assembly.	And	Ralph	knows	that	if	he	blows	the	conch	and	no
one	comes,	it	will	be	irrevocable.	Brilliant	observation.	The	idea	of	the	beast.	Is	the	idea	of	the	other	something	intrinsic	and	primitive?	Or	do	we	create	monsters	as	a	mere	projection	of	our	own	fears?	The	little	visual	details,	like	Ralph	pushing	the	hair	out	of	his	face.	Its	both	a	naturalistic	detail	and	one	that	points	out	how	all	the	boys	are	becoming
savage	(funnily	enough,	Piggys	hair	doesnt	grow)	I	had	no	idea	how	exciting	the	plot	got	in	the	last	couple	of	chapters.	Golding	cranked	up	the	tension	to	11.	Even	though	I	knew	how	the	book	ended,	I	was	still	turning	every	page,	heart	thumping,	hoping	Ralph	survived	being	pursued	by	Jack	and	his	gang.The	few	things	that	didnt	work	this	time
around:	The	line	Ralph	wept	for	the	end	of	innocence,	the	darkness	of	mans	heart	in	the	penultimate	paragraph	of	the	book	seems	way	too	on	the	nose.	I	can	imagine	a	million	students	underlining	that	with	a	big	"Aha!"	I	forgot	Piggy	used	the	N-word.	Really.	Its	there.***I	recalled	a	lot	more	of	this	book	than	Mockingbird.	Once	read,	it	has	the	power
and	heft	of	something	that	is	so	true	and	essential	that	it	must	have	always	been	around.	(Ive	felt	this	way	about	other	literary	works,	like	Shirley	Jacksons	short	story	The	Lottery,	for	instance.)	But,	and	heres	the	weird	thing,	I	think	this	book	is	better	appreciated	as	an	adult.	Younger	people	are	so	caught	up	in	the	immediacy	of	every	complication.	I
remember	studiously	talking	about	themes	before	I	fully	understood	them	from	life.	Adults,	because	weve	lived	through	decades,	can	recognize	the	patterns	of	behaviour,	the	archetypal	figures	looming	behind	bullies	and	visionaries,	both	in	private	and	public	life,	that	emerge	so	strikingly	in	this	book.Finally:	why	havent	I	read	more	William	Golding?
1900-1960	classics	guardian-1000	July	21,	2024Civilizacin	y	barbarie.	Civilizacin	o	barbarie?	Cun	profunda	es	el	alma	humana?	Somos	todos	tan	malos?	Somos	buenos	y	en	algn	momento	la	vida	hace	aflorar	lo	ms	perverso	que	est	oculto	en	nuestros	corazones?	Nacemos	con	una	maldad	adormecida	y	latente	o	las	circunstancias	de	la	vida	nos
transforman	e	inclinan	hacia	el	mal?	Este	libro	me	ha	hecho	plantear	estas	preguntas.	Me	ha	hecho	pensar.	En	otras	reseas,	he	comentado	cules	fueron	los	libros	que	ms	me	han	gustado	y	en	este	caso	debo	decir	que	en	lo	que	va	del	ao,	"El	Seor	de	las	Moscas"	es	el	libro	que	ms	me	ha	impactado	(esa	es	la	palabra).Parece	mentira	que	los	personajes
principales	son	tan	slo	nios	de	entre	6	y	12	aos.	Hasta	parece	inverosmil,	pero	lo	inverosmil	es	algo	que	en	la	literatura	se	sale	de	su	propio	cauce,	aunque	la	realidad	aporta	cuestiones	similares.Ya	desde	el	principio,	el	autor	nos	mete	de	lleno	en	la	trama	argumental	de	la	historia.	William	Golding	no	pierde	tiempo	en	explicar	la	cada	del	avin,	ni	como
se	salvan	los	nios	y	perecen	todos	los	adultos	sino	que	directamente	nos	muestra	a	unos	nios	tratando	de	sobrevivir	en	una	isla	desierta	de	la	forma	ms	visceral,	tomando	decisiones	propias	de	los	adultos	y	hacindose	hombres	de	golpe.	Naturalmente	y	como	en	todo	tipo	de	situaciones,	aparecen	los	lderes.	Aquellas	personas	hechas	para	hacerse	cargo
de	la	situacin	pero	con	formas	totalmente	antagnicas	para	pensar	y	actuar	en	los	momentos	ms	difciles.De	esta	manera	conoceremos	a	los	tres	personajes	principales	del	libro:	Ralph,	Jack	y	Piggy.	Encontramos	en	Ralph	una	caracterstica	que	sobresale	claramente	y	que	es	la	del	sentido	comn.	Toda	decisin	que	pasa	por	sus	manos	es	analizada
framente	para	buscar	un	bien	que	sea	el	mejor	para	todos.	La	idea	de	hacer	una	fogata	y	mantener	el	humo	constante	en	el	aire	con	la	esperanza	de	que	los	vea	un	barco	es	simple	en	s,	pero	es	a	la	vez	difcil	de	sostener	en	el	tiempo.Contar	con	l	con	Piggy.	Ese	muchacho	gordito	de	amplias	gafas	cuyo	principal	emblema	es	la	sensatez.	De	esta	manera
sus	personalidades	ofician	de	equilibrio	ante	los	sucesos	que	vendrn	y	estarn	los	mellizos	San	y	Eric,	caracterizados	por	la	fidelidad	que	le	profesan	a	Ralph	incluso	hasta	el	final.	En	la	contraparte	de	esta	historia	nos	encontraremos	con	Jack,	un	muchacho	impulsivo	y	agresivo,	de	esos	que	acostumbran	a	hacerse	los	guapos	en	el	barrio.	Tiene	un
instinto	casi	salvaje.	Para	l,	lo	nico	que	interesa	es	cazar,	matar,	subsistir	a	base	de	lanzazos	contra	cuanto	jabal	se	le	cruce.	Asar	la	carne	y	comerla	de	a	dentelladas.	Hasta	eso	llega	su	forma	de	vivir	y	eso	es	lo	que	exige	de	sus	sbditos	(hay	un	punto	que	los	otros	muchachitos	adquieren	ese	mote).Lo	secundarn	con	un	fanatismo	ciego	Roger,	un	chico
violento	(tal	vez	ms	que	Jack)	y	Maurice,	una	especie	de	lugarteniente	efectivo	a	la	hora	de	los	castigos.En	el	libro,	Golding	utiliza	ciertos	elementos	como	simbolismos	para	tratar	de	mantener	algo	de	ecuanimidad	en	una	atmsfera	tan	desbalanceada	como	la	de	esta	isla	desierta.	La	caracola	es	el	elemento	para	expresarse	y	a	su	vez	para	escuchar	al
que	tiene	algo	que	decir	y	se	transformar	en	un	objeto	del	deseo.	Todos	querrn	tener	el	control	de	este	artefacto	cuya	funcin	principal	es	la	comunicacin,	pero	pierde	el	sentido	para	el	que	se	lo	intent	utilizar	en	un	principio.Otros	elementos	tiene	otro	objetivo	como	la	fiera,	del	que	yo	intuyo	representa	el	miedo	que	todos	llevamos	dentro.	Todo	aquello
a	lo	que	tememos	y	no	podemos	controlar.	Al	principio	atemoriza	a	los	peques	de	6	aos	y	posteriormente,	este	miedo	los	alcanzar	a	todos.Las	posiciones	de	Ralph	y	Jack	son	completamente	antagnicas,	enfrentadas,	irreversibles	y	peligrosas.	Tarde	o	temprano	la	situacin	se	ir	desvirtuando.	Todo	se	reduce	a	cazar	o	salvarse	y	el	clima	se	pondr	denso,
pesado	y	sangriento.Varias	veces,	se	repite	la	frase	Mata	al	jabal!	Crtale	el	cuello!	Derrama	su	sangre!,	algo	que	considero	totalmente	de	espanto...El	ltimo	de	los	elementos	que	regulan	la	vida	de	estos	nios	es	El	Seor	de	las	Moscas,	simbolizada	por	esa	cabeza	de	jabal	clavada	en	una	estaca.	Este	nombre	es	uno	de	los	tantos	que	se	utilizan	para
denominar	al	Diablo.	Es	la	encarnacin	del	mal,	una	especie	de	ttem	infernal	que	infectar	la	mente	de	los	nios	ms	oscuros	y	ya	no	habr	vuelta	atrs.Cuando	estaba	llegando	a	la	ltima	parte	del	libro	y	ante	las	escenas	finales	que	enfrentan	a	ambos	bandos	de	nios	volv	a	reflexionar	que	eran	seres	humanos	como	yo,	como	el	autor	o	como	t	lector	que
tambin,	si	leste	el	libro	puede	que	te	hayas	preguntado	algo	que	yo	s	me	pregunt:	Somos	tan	malos?July	1,	2021classics	in-my-home-libraryJune	1,	2007I	absolutely	hated	this	book.	That's	my	over-riding	memory	of	it	I'm	afraid.	I	had	to	read	it	in	secondary	school	when	I	was	about	12	and	I	never	remember	disliking	a	book	so	much	which	was
surprising	as	I	was	a	voracious	reader.I	just	remember	having	absolutely	nothing	in	common	with	the	characters	-	a	group	of	English	upper	/	middle	class	school	boys	whereas	I	was	a	Scottish	working	class	girl.	I	just	could	not	relate	to	the	story	at	all	and	just	wished	they	would	all	kill	each	other	as	soon	as	possible	so	the	book	would	finish.The	fact
that	we	had	to	read	the	book	in	class	at	the	pace	of	some	of	the	slower	readers	(agonisingly	painfully	slow	readers)	and	then	discuss	it	afterwards,	which	was	like	trying	to	get	blood	out	of	a	stone,	probably	didn't	help.Never,	ever	again.May	11,	2008I	was	Piggy	(well,	in	personality	at	least,	though	not	in	portliness).	I	hated	everyone	who	picked	on
him.	I	still	do.	Should	people	be	forgiven	for	what	they	do	on	a	deserted	island?	That	depends	on	whether	you	think	their	true	nature	has	revealed	itself,	or	their	humanity	has	been	corrupted	by	circumstance	and	stress.	In	a	world	where	almost	every	human	trait	is	now	considered	a	product	of	both	nature	and	nurture,	would	Golding	have	written	his
tale	differently	today?	No,	I	don't	believe	so.	He	was	quite	ahead	of	his	time	to	believe	some	of	the	boys,	though	certainly	not	the	majority,	still	remained	moral	despite	the	situation.	The	question	is,	what	would	have	happened	to	me?	It	was	impossible	not	to	wonder	after	I	read	this	book.	October	27,	2020Lord	of	the	Flies	is	a	parable	of	the	human
natureHis	mind	was	crowded	with	memories;	memories	of	the	knowledge	that	had	come	to	them	when	they	closed	in	on	the	struggling	pig,	knowledge	that	they	had	outwitted	a	living	thing,	imposed	their	will	upon	it,	taken	away	its	life	like	a	long	satisfying	drink.Ever	since	primordial	times	man	is	ruled	by	two	opposite	forces:	a	wish	to	create	and	a
wish	to	destroy	And	to	destroy	is	much	easier	than	to	createThere	was	the	brilliant	world	of	hunting,	tactics,	fierce	exhilaration,	skill;	and	there	was	the	world	of	longing	and	baffled	commonsense.And	since	primordial	times	man	is	ruled	by	fear	And	the	greatest	fear	is	the	fear	of	the	unknown	To	make	the	unknown	less	cruel	and	dangerous	man	tries
to	placate	it	offering	the	unknown	sacrifices	and	worshipingWell	kill	a	pig	and	give	a	feast.	He	paused	and	went	on	more	slowly.	And	about	the	beast.	When	we	kill	well	leave	some	of	the	kill	for	it.	Then	it	wont	bother	us,	maybe.Millenniums	pass	but	the	primordial	instincts	remain	and	they	make	man	look	for	an	enemy	and	fight.November	9,
2008Over	the	years	I	must	have	read	this	book	five	or	six	times.	Last	night	I	was	reading	it	on	a	train	with	a	highlighter	in	my	hand,	because	I	decided	to	teach	it	this	year	again.	Teachers	wreck	books,	of	course.	We	all	know	that.	On	the	other	hand,	whatever	you	have	to	study-read,	you	tend	to	carry	a	bit	of	it	with	you.	You	don't	forget	that	book,	at
least.	Although	I	must	add,	that	it's	quite	risky	introducing	to	a	Scottish	classroom	a	book	with	the	memorable	words:	"The	English	are	best	at	everything...."I	wasn't	sure	how	much	it	would	have	dated.	I	must	have	read	it	for	the	first	time	30	years	ago.	Published	in	1954,	the	phrasing	would	have	been	pretty	modern	then.	Even	now,	most	of	it	has
work	well.	The	phrase	that	jumped	at	me	--	and	it	only	appeared	once	--	was	when	Piggy	(I	think)	compared	the	boys	detrimentally	to	'niggers',	instead	of	just	'savages'.	Ouch.	Mental	note	to	make	them	look	hard	at	this	bit.	After	all	this	is	such	a	horrible	little	group	of	boys.	As	complacently	white	as	can	be,	one	group	of	them	from	a	choir	school	(or	a
public	school	with	a	choir),	no	less.	And	Ralph,	the	'hero',	son	of	a	naval	officer.	Golding,	as	a	teacher	in	an	upmarket	school,	presumably	knew	those	sort	of	boys	all	too	well.	The	boys	being	prepared	to	carry	the	empire	forward.Except	the	setting	suggests	the	empire	may	not	be	going	forward.	Somebody	somewhere	is	fighting	a	war	that	is	evidently
nuclear.	It's	never	quite	clear	what	is	going	on	or	how	the	officer	turns	up	cool	as	cucumber	on	a	naval	cutter	at	the	end.Most	of	the	young	people	in	my	class	this	year	have	(sigh)	seen	the	film,	so	they	know	what	happens.	The	group	of	boys	marooned	on	an	idyllic	Pacific	Island	first	start	off	having	a	sort	of	cheery	adventure.	There	are	references	to
Coral	Island,	Swallows	and	Amazons	and	Treasure	Island	too.	They	want	to	have	fun,	and	one	of	their	number	--	Jack	--	talks	a	great	deal	about	'fun',	though	his	idea	of	fun	is	killing	pigs.They	arrive	a	fairly	civilised	little	group	but	they	gradually	degenerate.	Golding's	moral	message	is	about	the	"darkness	of	man's	heart"	and	it's	a	good	moral
companion	to	Heart	of	Darkness	now	I	come	to	think	about	it.	The	boys	natural	fears	escalate	and	the	younger	children	create	a	mythical	'beast',	which	then	seems	to	materialise	as	a	fact	when	the	body	of	a	dead	airman,	killed	a	war	fought	in	the	skies	overhead,	floats	down	to	the	island	in	a	parachute.But	the	real	beast	is	their	own	desire	for	control
and	domination,	as	well	as	an	interesting	bloodlust	--	the	word	'lust'	is	used	of	this,	and	the	killing	of	the	first	pig	is	certainly	described	with	unmistakable	sexual	resonance.	One	of	the	boys	pushes	a	sharpened	stick	"up	her	ass".	There	are	no	girls	in	the	group	--	what	a	different	novel	it	would	have	to	have	been	if	there	were!	--	but	the	pig	they	kill	is	a
sow,	and	they	interrupt	her	in	suckling	a	brood	of	piglets.	What	a	strange,	strange	thing	to	put	into	your	novel.	Not	just	the	killing,	but	the	slaughtering	of	a	mother	pig	and	a	kind	of	sexual	frenzy.	Yuk!But	hey	--	he's	intending	to	shock.	He's	intending	to	show	that	this	blood	lust	thing	isn't	far	away	from	human	kind,	or	male	human	kind	at	least,	and
that	it	doesn't	take	much	to	call	it	out.	Even	Ralph,	the	Aryan	protagonist,	feels	himself	getting	caught	up	in	it.	Paint	your	face,	start	whooping	and	chanting	and	you	can	do,	it	seems,	almost	anything.The	kind,	poetic,	imaginative	Simon	gets	butchered	(teeth	and	nails	at	this	point	--	not	spears).	PIggy	is	despatched	by	Roger,	the	executioner.	The
whole	of	their	little	society	is	clearly	turning	into	a	Stalinist	regime,	with	each	boy	taking	his	place,	as	prescribed	by	Golding,	which	is	what	you	get	to	do	when	you	write	an	allegory.It's	a	powerful	read,	though	more	repetitive,	in	linguistic	terms,	than	I	remembered	-	almost	as	repetitive	as	D	H	Lawrence	in	places.	At	the	highpoint,	towards	the	end,
when	Ralph	is	completely	isolated	and	being	hunted	down,	the	word	'ululation'	is	done	to	death.	But	at	least	you	can't	read	this	book	without	learning	what	it	means!What	I	both	like	and	don't	like	about	it	is	the	way	it	makes	me	want	to	argue.	The	whole	thing	is	completely	manipulated.	Is	this	what	would	happen?	Would	the	darkness	of	man's	heart
take	over?	I	have	not	much	doubt	that	man's	heart	is	dark,	I	guess,	but	when	I	got	off	the	train	I	left	my	very	lovely	reddy-orangy	furry	scarf,	and	the	chap	who	was	sitting	opposite	me	(I	didn't	speak	to	him	during	the	journey)	ran	after	me	with	it.	It	brightened	my	day.	Perhaps	he	was	a	'Simon'	and	would	quickly	get	trampled	if	our	civilisation	were	to
decline.But	look	Golding,	my	lad	--	that	bit	where	you	allow	the	man	in	the	parachute	to	get	dumped,	dead,	on	the	island,	scaring	the	boys	out	of	their	wits	--	if	that	hadn't	happened	--	your	choice	plot	element	--	well,	the	three	boys	Jack,	Roger	and	Ralph,	would	have	established	Absence	of	Beast.	It	might	all	have	turned	out	very	differently.If	Piggy
hadn't	been	wearing	glasses,	there	would	have	been	no	fire....If	it	had	started	raining	sooner....If	Ralph	had	been	a	bit	more	intelligent....If	the	pigs	had	been	a	bit	better	at	getting	away....On	an	island,	living	on	fruit	and	getting	scratched	and	cut,	one	or	two	of	them	would	have	developed	fatal	infections	and	their	main	enemy	would	probably	have
been	illness	and	death,	which	would	have	drawn	them	together	a	bit.	Even	the	biting	insects	would	probably	have	driven	them	potty.	One	or	two	of	them,	it's	my	bet,	would	have	descended	into	depression	and	just	dwindled	away.It	wouldn't	have	been	like	The	Coral	Island,	but	it	wouldn't	have	been	the	inevitable	collapse	of	civilisation	either.	Steven
King	likes	this	book.	It	fits	beautifully	with	his	love	of	dramatic	thriller,	increasing	isolation	of	central	brave	character,	and	underlying	opposition	between	good	and	evil.	Here	evil	wins,	though.	Ralph	is	about	to	be	exterminated	when	the	officer	arrives,	so	the	deus	ex	machina	is	just	there	as	an	ironic	way	to	end	the	book.	That	bastard	is	even
'embarrassed'	when	Ralph	bursts	into	tears.	That's	British	stiff	upper	lippery	for	you.	I	don't	believe,	in	the	boys'	behaviour.	I	don't	believe	that	Jack,	the	killer	(I	nearly	said	Jack	the	Giant-Killer),	is	there	just	below	the	surface,	although	I	do	believe	that	wars	bring	out	the	worst	in	us.	I	don't	believe	that	Roger	--	just	a	little	boy	--	is	the	natural
henchman,	with	a	desire	to	execute	his	peers	running	just	below	his	veneer	of	civilisation.	But	then	perhaps	I	do.	I've	seen	it,	haven't	I?	Seen	nasty	young	people	doing	nasty	young	things	nastily.	Conditioned	into	that,	in	their	turn,	by	not	very	delightful	adults,	damaged	adults.Oh	bloody	Golding	--	go	away!	I	put	my	money	on	man's	intelligence.	You
gotta	use	your	head	to	survive,	whichever	allegory	you	seem	to	be	inhabiting.	And	sometimes	you	do	survive	and	sometimes	you	don't,	but	the	'darkness	of	man's	heart'	is	offset	by	the	light,	which	always	returns.The	trouble	is,	the	dark	heart	goes	for	power	-	doesn't	it?	And	the	desire	for	power	and	control	over	others	can	be	wielded	quickly	and
wrongly	by	just	a	few	people.	It's	what's	happening	all	over	the	world	at	this	minute.And	yet	--	the	majority	are	good-hearted	souls,	who	will	pick	up	your	scarf	on	a	train	and	return	it	to	you.	There	are	more	good	guys	than	bad	ones.	Some	of	them	are	quietly	and	happily	reading	books	at	this	minute.	Otherwise,	what	would	be	the	point?March	7,
2022Book	2Author	1	I'm	glad	I	can	check	this	one	off	my	list.	I	wish	I	had	enjoyed	it	more.	I	was	pretty	bored	after	chapter	two	so	I	started	to	read	online	articles	and	other	reviews.	To	find	out	the	author	confessed	that	he	attempted	to	rape	a	girl	named	Nora	(15)	when	he	was	18	while	home	from	his	first	year	at	Oxford	made	my	skin	crawl.	He	was
sure	the	girl	"wanted	heavy	sex".	There	are	plenty	of	articles	online	with	a	simple	search	"William	Golding+rape".	Nobel	Prize	for	Literature	novelist,	yea	whatever.	Another	Golding	confession	was	when	he	was	a	teacher,	he	got	schoolboys	to	fight	among	themselves.	Maybe	that's	the	origin	of	Lord	of	the	Flies?	The	audiobook	on	Libby/Overdrive	read
by	the	author	was	dreadful.	I	searched	and	found	much	superior	narration	on	Youtube	by	Martin	Jarvis.	A	disturbing	story,	more	so	because	they	were	kids.A	February	Readalongadventure	audiobook	book-group	Displaying	1	-	30	of	63,504	reviewsGet	help	and	learn	more	about	the	design.	edit	descriptions	of	this	character	The	"Lord	of	the	Flies,"	or
the	beast,	inhabits	the	severed	pig	head	that	Jack's	hunters	stake	into	the	ground	and	leave	as	an	offering.	Simon	recognizes	that	the	Lord	of	the	Flies	is	the	savage	monster	buried	in	everyone.	When	the	Lord	of	Flies	tells	Simon	"we	are	going	to	have	fun	on	this	island,"	it	means	they're	going	to	indulge	every	want	and	desire,	without	regard	to	the
rules	of	civilization.	The	name	"Lord	of	the	Flies"	is	a	reference	to	the	name	of	the	Biblical	devil	Beelzebub,	so	on	one	level,	"the	beast"	is	a	kind	of	savage	supernatural	figure,	but	mostly	it	symbolizes	the	evil	and	violence	that	potentially	exists	in	the	heart	of	every	human.The	Lord	of	the	Flies	contains	many	examples	of	symbolism	which	Golding	has
incorporated	to	show	a	deeper	level	to	the	main,	mostly	straightforward,	storyline	that	reveals	his	thoughts	on	the	nature	of	humanity	and	evil.	Below	are	some	of	the	main	symbols	used	in	the	book,	but	there	are	plenty	more	for	you	to	discover	yourself.	Among	such	symbols	may	be	included	such	small	or	natural	seeming	events	like	the	coral	reef,
(Submarine	warfare,	surrounding	of	Britain	by	German	U-boats?)	or	the	"great	fire",	which	may	represent	the	first	world	war,	("We	shall	never	commit	to	this	savagery	again").	Blood	is	another	symbol	Golding	uses	extensively,	although	what	he	uses	it	for	is	open	to	interpretation.	The	different	styles	of	leadership	shown	by	Jack	and	Ralph	symbolize
democracy	and	dictatorship,	much	like	as	depicted	in	George	Orwell's	Animal	Farm	where	he	used	pigs	to	symbolize	the	USSR's	communist	leaders.	There	are	also	examples	of	symbolism	in	the	title,	which	is	a	major	factor	in	the	storyline	of	the	book.	The	imaginary	beast	that	frightens	all	the	boys	represents	the	primal	instinct	of	savagery	that	exists
within	all	human	beings.	The	boys	are	afraid	of	the	beast,	but	only	Simon	reaches	the	realization	that	they	fear	the	beast	because	it	exists	within	each	of	them.	As	the	boys	grow	more	savage,	their	belief	in	the	beast	grows	stronger.	By	the	end	of	the	novel,	the	boys	are	leaving	it	sacrifices	and	treating	it	as	a	totemic	god.	The	boys	behavior	is	what
brings	the	beast	into	existence,	so	the	more	savagely	the	boy's	actions,	the	more	real	the	beast	seems	to	become.	The	boys	"become"	the	beast	when	they	kill	Simon.	Golding	describes	the	savages'	behavior	as	animal-like;	the	savages	dropped	their	spears	(man's	tool)	and	"screamed,	struck,	bit,	tore.	There	were	no	words,	and	no	movements	but	the
tearing	of	teeth	and	claws."	This	description	is	very	similar	to	Sam	and	Eric's	description	of	the	beast	on	the	mountain.	The	Beast	is	a	threat,	be	it	imagined	or	real,	to	the	society	that	has	been	formed	on	the	island	and	is	treated	as	such	by	all	the	characters	except	Simon.	This	threat	is	at	first	a	unifier	of	the	boys	and	then	divides	them,	all	seeking
safety	in	the	tribe	and	its	military	power.	So	the	beast	can	be	seen	as	a	tool	whereby	Jack	maintains	his	power,	a	representation	of	all	evils	and	a	way	of	instilling	fear	and	respect	in	the	populace.	In	the	context	of	the	book,	if	looked	at	historically,	the	Beast	is	the	threat	from	Soviet	Russia	used	by	governments	to	manipulate	their	people	and	increase
military	spending	or	similarly	any	propaganda	used	by	any	government	to	undermine	democracy.	Also,	Simon	realizes	there	is	no	beast	and	says	Maybe	its	only	us	this	shows	how	Simon	realizes	the	darkness	of	man's	heart	affects	us	all.	In	a	more	analytical	sense,	the	beast	is	a	symbolic	representation	of	the	evil	Human	nature	within	mankind	when
outside	the	constructs	and	laws	of	society.	A	conch.Piggy	and	Ralph	first	find	the	conch	in	Chapter	1.	It	represents	civilization	and	democracy.	Ralph	first	blows	the	conch	to	call	all	the	other	boys	on	the	island	together	to	form	a	civilization.	All	the	boys	then	vote	him	as	the	leader	because	he	called	them	together	and	they	all	see	Jack	as	an
unattractive	threat.	The	boys	then	use	the	conch	as	a	right	to	speak.	"Ralph	smiled	and	held	up	the	conch	for	silence."	Throughout	the	novel,	Piggy	holds	on	to	the	conch	and	encourages	Ralph	and	others	to	use	it	at	times	when	Piggy	feels	that	civilization	is	being	lost.	In	Chapter	11,	Ralph,	Piggy	and	Sam	'n	Eric	arrive	at	Castle	Rock	to	claim	Piggy's
glasses.	Ralph	again	tries	the	conch	one	more	time	to	bring	the	"savages"	back	to	form	a	civilization.	However	this	fails,	and	instead,	Ralph	argues	with	Jack.	Piggy	tries	one	more	time	to	use	the	conch	as	a	right	to	speak.	Finally,	at	the	height	of	this	argument,	Roger	levers	a	boulder	off	the	rock	which	kills	Piggy	and	smashes	the	conch.	"The	conch
exploded	into	a	thousand	white	fragments	and	ceased	to	exist".	Therefore,	all	hope	of	civilization	is	lost.	Ralph	and	Piggy	discover	the	conch	shell	on	the	beach	at	the	start	of	the	novel	and	use	it	to	summon	the	boys	together	after	the	crash	separates	them.	Used	in	this	capacity,	the	conch	shell	becomes	a	powerful	symbol	of	civilization	and	order	in	the
novel.	The	shell	effectively	governs	the	boys	meetings,	for	the	boy	who	holds	the	shell	holds	the	right	to	speak.	In	this	regard,	the	shell	is	more	than	a	symbolit	is	an	actual	vessel	of	political	legitimacy	and	democratic	power.	As	the	island	civilization	erodes	and	the	boys	descend	into	savagery,	the	conch	shell	loses	its	power	and	influence	among	them,
which	is	mirrored	by	its	physical	condition.	As	the	story	progresses	the	conch	begins	to	lose	its	color	as	its	influence	(and	hence	civilization	in	general)	begins	to	wane,	all	the	way	until	it	becomes	colorless	before	it	is	finally	destroyed.	Ralph	clutches	the	shell	desperately	when	he	talks	about	his	role	in	murdering	Simon.	In	chapter	10,	Jack	chooses	to
steal	Piggy's	glasses	(fire)	instead	of	the	conch	showing	how	little	he	values	it.	Later,	the	other	boys	ignore	Ralph	and	throw	stones	at	him	when	he	attempts	to	blow	the	conch	in	Jacks	camp.	The	boulder	that	Roger	rolls	onto	Piggy	also	crushes	the	conch	shell,	signifying	the	demise	of	the	civilized	instinct	among	almost	all	the	boys	on	the	island.
Piggy's	glasses	(specs)	are	a	symbol	of	technology	and	innovation.	In	a	more	concrete	sense,	Piggy's	glasses	function	as	a	tool,	as	the	specs	are	used	by	the	boys	to	light	a	fire.	It	should	be	noted	here	that	sources	of	light	are	traditionally	representative	of	truth,	wisdom,	or	reason,	especially	in	the	context	of	a	civilization.	As	the	specs	are	damaged	and
eventually	stolen,	the	technological	status	of	the	boys	on	the	island	becomes	less	and	less	advanced,	such	as	when	they	cease	work	on	the	huts	and	fire	to	instead	hunt	and	maim,	just	for	the	sake	of	it.	They	also	symbolize	vision,	which	is	why	Golding	made	Piggy	short-sighted	with	glasses	because	they	give	him	a	vision.	When	the	lenses	of	the	glasses
are	smashed,	it	symbolizes	the	vision	of	being	rescued	fading	away.	The	fire	on	top	of	the	mountain	is	used	by	the	boys	to	attract	attention	which	will	hopefully	lead	to	rescue	from	passing	ships.	It	acts	as	a	gauge	on	how	interested	the	boys	are	in	returning	to	civilization.	Ironically,	in	the	end,	the	signal	fire	is	not	what	attracts	their	rescue	but	the
ongoing	forest	fire	that	started	in	a	bloodthirsty	hunt	for	Ralph.	Piggy's	glasses	are	the	only	way	which	the	fire	can	be	lit,	a	possible	metaphor	for	science	offering	the	only	hope	to	the	struggling	countries	in	the	post-war	era.	There	is	also	an	aspect	of	fire	as	the	cleanser,	that	from	the	ashes	shall	come	something	more	stable;	a	rebirth.	From	the	first
fire	arises	death,	accidental,	and	from	the	second	arises	salvation	in	the	form	of	the	arriving	Royal	Navy.	The	fire	also	symbolizes	the	meaning	of	hope	to	be	rescued.	This	hope	is	what	keeps	the	boys	going	at	the	start	of	the	book,	but	when	they	have	an	assembly	about	the	hunters	not	keeping	the	fire	going	in	chapter	9,	it	marks	the	point	at	which	the
hope	of	being	rescued	starts	to	fade	away.	As	the	boys'	hair	grows,	some	allow	it	to	fall	in	their	eyes,	usually	when	they	are	engaged	in	the	savage	behavior.	Ralph	fights	an	ongoing	battle	with	his	hair	falling	into	his	eyes;	he	is	continually	pushing	it	out	of	his	eyes	as	he	struggles	to	stay	civilized.	Piggy's	hair	never	seems	to	grow,	yet	another
characteristic	that	separates	him	from	the	other	boys.	Golding	seems	to	use	hair	in	the	eyes	to	signify	the	boys'	descent	into	savage	behavior.	Ralph	struggles	to	stay	civilized	like	Piggy	because	of	the	other	boys'	actions.	Ralph	also	at	the	start	is	called	the	boy	with	the	fair	hair	he	then	becomes	a	shock	of	hair	this	shows	the	savagery	which	is	affecting
Ralph.	The	"beast"	is	a	symbol	Golding	uses	to	represent	the	savage	impulses	lying	deep	within	every	human	being.	Civilization	exists	to	suppress	the	beast.	By	keeping	the	natural	human	desire	for	power	and	violence	to	a	minimum,	civilization	forces	people	to	act	responsibly	and	rationally,	as	boys	like	Piggy	and	Ralph	do	in	Lord	in	the	Flies.
Savagery	arises	when	civilization	stops	suppressing	the	beast:	it's	the	beast	unleashed.	Savages	not	only	acknowledge	the	beast,	they	thrive	on	it	and	worship	it	like	a	god.	As	Jack	and	his	tribe	become	savages,	they	begin	to	believe	the	beast	exists	physicallythey	even	leave	it	offerings	to	win	its	favor	to	ensure	their	protection.	Civilization	forces
people	to	hide	from	their	darkest	impulses,	to	suppress	them.	Savages	surrender	to	their	darkest	impulses,	which	they	attribute	to	the	demands	of	gods	who	require	their	obedience.	edit	descriptions	of	this	character	Lord	of	the	Flies	by	William	Golding	is	a	classic	novel	that	has	been	studied	in	classrooms	for	decades.	The	story	of	a	group	of	boys
stranded	on	a	deserted	island	and	their	descent	into	savagery	is	a	powerful	allegory	for	the	darker	aspects	of	human	nature.	In	this	article,	we	will	unpack	the	symbolism	in	Lord	of	the	Flies	and	explore	how	Golding	uses	it	to	convey	his	themes	and	messages.	From	the	conch	shell	to	the	beast	to	the	characters	themselves,	we	will	delve	deep	into	the
novels	rich	symbolism	to	better	understand	its	meaning	and	significance.	The	island	in	William	Goldings	Lord	of	the	Flies	serves	as	a	microcosm	of	society,	reflecting	the	flaws	and	complexities	of	human	nature.	The	boys	struggle	for	power	and	their	descent	into	savagery	mirrors	the	power	struggles	and	violence	that	occur	in	larger	societies.	The
island	also	highlights	the	importance	of	social	structures	and	rules	in	maintaining	order	and	preventing	chaos.	As	the	boys	society	breaks	down,	so	too	does	their	ability	to	function	as	a	cohesive	group.	The	island	ultimately	serves	as	a	warning	about	the	dangers	of	unchecked	power	and	the	need	for	a	strong	moral	compass	in	society.	In	William
Goldings	Lord	of	the	Flies,	the	conch	shell	serves	as	a	powerful	symbol	of	order	and	democracy.	From	the	moment	Ralph	discovers	the	shell	on	the	beach,	it	becomes	a	tool	for	organizing	the	boys	and	establishing	a	sense	of	community.	The	conchs	ability	to	amplify	sound	allows	Ralph	to	call	the	other	boys	to	meetings	and	to	ensure	that	everyone	has
a	chance	to	speak.	As	the	novel	progresses,	the	conch	becomes	a	symbol	of	the	boys	commitment	to	democracy	and	their	desire	to	maintain	a	civilized	society.	However,	as	the	boys	sense	of	order	begins	to	break	down,	so	too	does	the	power	of	the	conch.	Ultimately,	the	conchs	destruction	represents	the	complete	collapse	of	the	boys	attempts	to
maintain	a	democratic	society	and	their	descent	into	savagery.	The	Beast	in	William	Goldings	Lord	of	the	Flies	is	a	powerful	symbol	of	fear	and	savagery.	Throughout	the	novel,	the	boys	fear	of	the	Beast	grows,	and	they	begin	to	imagine	it	as	a	physical	entity	that	threatens	their	safety.	However,	as	the	story	progresses,	it	becomes	clear	that	the	Beast
is	not	a	real	creature	but	rather	a	manifestation	of	the	boys	own	inner	fears	and	desires.The	Beast	represents	the	primal	instincts	that	lie	within	all	human	beings,	and	the	boys	fear	of	it	reflects	their	struggle	to	maintain	their	civilized	behavior	in	the	face	of	their	isolation	and	the	absence	of	adult	authority.	As	the	boys	become	more	savage	and
violent,	their	belief	in	the	Beast	becomes	stronger,	and	they	begin	to	act	on	their	most	primitive	impulses.Ultimately,	the	Beast	serves	as	a	warning	about	the	dangers	of	giving	in	to	our	darkest	impulses	and	the	importance	of	maintaining	our	humanity	in	the	face	of	adversity.	Goldings	use	of	the	Beast	as	a	symbol	of	fear	and	savagery	is	a	powerful
commentary	on	the	nature	of	human	behavior	and	the	fragility	of	civilization.	In	William	Goldings	Lord	of	the	Flies,	fire	serves	as	a	symbol	of	hope	and	rescue	for	the	stranded	boys	on	the	island.	Initially,	the	boys	use	fire	as	a	means	of	signaling	for	help,	hoping	that	a	passing	ship	or	plane	will	see	the	smoke	and	come	to	their	rescue.	However,	as	the
novel	progresses,	the	fire	takes	on	a	deeper	symbolic	meaning,	representing	the	boys	desire	for	civilization	and	order	in	the	midst	of	chaos	and	savagery.When	the	boys	first	attempt	to	start	a	fire,	they	struggle	to	keep	it	going	and	eventually	lose	control	of	it,	causing	a	large	portion	of	the	island	to	catch	fire.	This	incident	foreshadows	the	boys
descent	into	savagery	and	their	inability	to	maintain	order	and	control.	However,	as	the	novel	progresses,	the	boys	learn	to	harness	the	power	of	fire	and	use	it	to	their	advantage.	They	use	it	to	cook	food,	provide	warmth,	and	even	as	a	weapon	against	their	enemies.Despite	the	boys	increasing	reliance	on	fire,	it	remains	a	symbol	of	hope	and	rescue
throughout	the	novel.	When	Ralph	and	Piggy	discover	the	signal	fire	has	gone	out,	they	are	devastated,	realizing	that	their	chances	of	being	rescued	have	diminished.	Similarly,	when	the	boys	are	finally	rescued	at	the	end	of	the	novel,	it	is	the	smoke	from	their	signal	fire	that	attracts	the	attention	of	a	passing	naval	officer.Overall,	fire	serves	as	a
powerful	symbol	in	Lord	of	the	Flies,	representing	both	the	boys	desire	for	rescue	and	their	struggle	to	maintain	order	and	civilization	in	the	face	of	chaos	and	savagery.	In	William	Goldings	Lord	of	the	Flies,	the	pigs	head,	also	known	as	the	Lord	of	the	Flies,	serves	as	a	powerful	symbol	of	evil	and	corruption.	The	head,	which	is	mounted	on	a	stick,
represents	the	boys	descent	into	savagery	and	their	loss	of	civilization.	As	the	boys	become	more	and	more	savage,	the	head	becomes	more	and	more	grotesque,	with	maggots	and	flies	swarming	around	it.	The	head	also	speaks	to	Simon,	revealing	the	true	nature	of	the	beast	that	the	boys	fear.	The	pigs	head	is	a	chilling	reminder	of	the	darkness	that
lies	within	all	of	us,	and	the	danger	of	giving	in	to	our	primal	instincts.	The	characters	names	in	Lord	of	the	Flies	are	not	just	random	choices	made	by	the	author.	Each	name	has	a	deeper	significance	that	adds	to	the	symbolism	of	the	novel.	For	example,	the	protagonist,	Ralph,	represents	civilization	and	order.	His	name	is	derived	from	the	Old	Norse
word	Radulf,	which	means	counsel	wolf.	This	is	fitting	as	Ralph	is	often	the	voice	of	reason	and	leadership	among	the	boys	on	the	island.On	the	other	hand,	the	antagonist,	Jack,	represents	savagery	and	chaos.	His	name	is	derived	from	the	Hebrew	name	Jacob,	which	means	supplanter	or	one	who	takes	the	place	of	another.	This	is	fitting	as	Jack
constantly	tries	to	take	over	Ralphs	leadership	and	establish	his	own	rule	through	violence	and	intimidation.Other	characters	names	also	hold	significance.	Piggy,	for	example,	represents	intelligence	and	rationality.	His	name	is	derived	from	the	derogatory	term	piggy-wiggy,	which	is	used	to	mock	someone	who	is	overweight.	This	is	fitting	as	Piggy	is
often	ridiculed	by	the	other	boys	for	his	physical	appearance,	but	he	is	the	one	who	comes	up	with	the	idea	of	using	the	conch	shell	as	a	symbol	of	authority	and	order.Overall,	the	characters	names	in	Lord	of	the	Flies	add	to	the	symbolism	and	themes	of	the	novel.	They	represent	different	aspects	of	human	nature	and	the	struggle	between	civilization
and	savagery.	In	Lord	of	the	Flies,	William	Golding	uses	color	imagery	to	convey	deeper	meanings	and	themes	throughout	the	novel.	The	colors	of	the	island,	the	boys	clothing,	and	even	their	skin	all	hold	symbolic	significance.	For	example,	the	color	green	represents	nature	and	growth,	while	the	color	red	represents	danger	and	violence.	The	boys
white	clothing	symbolizes	their	innocence	and	purity	at	the	beginning	of	the	novel,	but	as	they	become	more	savage,	their	clothing	becomes	tattered	and	stained	with	dirt	and	blood.	The	use	of	color	imagery	adds	depth	and	complexity	to	the	novel,	allowing	readers	to	interpret	the	symbolism	and	themes	in	a	more	nuanced	way.	In	Lord	of	the	Flies,
power	and	leadership	play	a	crucial	role	in	the	development	of	the	story.	The	novel	explores	the	idea	that	power	can	corrupt	even	the	most	well-intentioned	individuals,	and	that	leadership	is	not	always	synonymous	with	morality.	The	boys	on	the	island	initially	elect	Ralph	as	their	leader,	but	as	the	story	progresses,	the	power	dynamic	shifts	and	Jack
becomes	the	dominant	force.	This	shift	is	accompanied	by	a	descent	into	savagery	and	violence,	as	Jacks	thirst	for	power	leads	him	to	become	increasingly	ruthless	and	authoritarian.	The	novel	ultimately	suggests	that	power	and	leadership	are	complex	and	multifaceted	concepts,	and	that	their	effects	on	individuals	and	society	can	be	both	positive
and	negative.	The	arrival	of	the	naval	officer	in	Lord	of	the	Flies	is	a	significant	moment	in	the	novel.	It	marks	the	end	of	the	boys	descent	into	savagery	and	the	return	to	civilization.	The	naval	officer	represents	the	outside	world	and	the	rules	and	order	that	the	boys	have	been	lacking	on	the	island.	His	arrival	also	highlights	the	theme	of	the	loss	of
innocence,	as	the	boys	are	forced	to	confront	the	consequences	of	their	actions	and	the	reality	of	the	situation	they	have	been	in.	The	naval	officers	presence	serves	as	a	reminder	that	the	boys	are	not	alone	and	that	there	is	still	hope	for	them	to	be	rescued	and	return	to	their	former	lives.	Overall,	the	naval	officers	arrival	is	a	pivotal	moment	in	the
novel	that	brings	closure	to	the	story	and	emphasizes	the	importance	of	civilization	and	order	in	society.	One	of	the	most	prominent	themes	in	William	Goldings	Lord	of	the	Flies	is	the	loss	of	innocence	and	civilization.	The	novel	explores	how	the	boys	descent	into	savagery	and	violence	is	a	result	of	their	isolation	from	society	and	the	absence	of	adult
supervision.	As	the	boys	struggle	to	survive	on	the	island,	they	gradually	lose	their	sense	of	morality	and	become	increasingly	barbaric.The	symbol	of	the	conch	shell,	which	represents	order	and	civilization,	is	gradually	destroyed	as	the	boys	become	more	savage.	The	conch	is	initially	used	to	call	meetings	and	establish	rules,	but	as	the	boys	become
more	violent,	they	begin	to	ignore	its	authority.	The	destruction	of	the	conch	symbolizes	the	complete	breakdown	of	order	and	the	loss	of	civilization	on	the	island.Similarly,	the	character	of	Piggy	represents	the	rational	and	intellectual	side	of	humanity.	He	is	constantly	trying	to	maintain	order	and	establish	a	sense	of	morality	among	the	boys.
However,	he	is	ultimately	killed	by	the	savage	boys,	symbolizing	the	triumph	of	violence	and	the	loss	of	reason.Overall,	the	theme	of	loss	of	innocence	and	civilization	in	Lord	of	the	Flies	highlights	the	fragility	of	human	society	and	the	potential	for	violence	and	savagery	when	individuals	are	isolated	from	the	constraints	of	civilization.	In	Lord	of	the
Flies,	violence	plays	a	significant	role	in	the	development	of	the	story	and	its	characters.	From	the	very	beginning,	the	boys	are	quick	to	resort	to	physical	aggression	as	a	means	of	asserting	their	power	and	dominance	over	one	another.	This	is	evident	in	the	way	that	Jack	and	his	hunters	treat	the	other	boys,	using	violence	and	intimidation	to
maintain	their	position	as	the	leaders	of	the	group.However,	as	the	novel	progresses,	the	consequences	of	this	violence	become	increasingly	apparent.	The	boys	become	more	savage	and	barbaric,	losing	touch	with	their	humanity	and	becoming	more	like	the	animals	they	are	hunting.	This	is	exemplified	in	the	scene	where	they	kill	Simon,	mistaking
him	for	the	beast	they	have	been	hunting.Furthermore,	the	violence	also	has	a	psychological	impact	on	the	boys,	causing	them	to	become	increasingly	paranoid	and	fearful.	This	is	particularly	evident	in	the	character	of	Ralph,	who	becomes	increasingly	isolated	and	desperate	as	the	violence	and	chaos	around	him	escalate.Overall,	Lord	of	the	Flies
serves	as	a	cautionary	tale	about	the	dangers	of	violence	and	the	consequences	that	can	arise	when	it	is	allowed	to	run	rampant.	Through	its	vivid	portrayal	of	the	descent	into	savagery,	the	novel	highlights	the	importance	of	maintaining	order	and	civility	in	society,	and	the	devastating	consequences	that	can	result	when	these	values	are	abandoned.
The	Lord	of	the	Flies	is	a	novel	that	is	rich	in	symbolism.	From	the	title	itself,	which	refers	to	the	pigs	head	that	the	boys	worship	as	a	god,	to	the	various	objects	and	characters	that	appear	throughout	the	story,	every	element	in	the	novel	has	a	deeper	meaning.	One	of	the	most	prominent	symbols	in	the	novel	is	the	conch	shell,	which	represents	order
and	civilization.	When	the	boys	first	discover	the	conch,	they	use	it	to	call	meetings	and	establish	rules.	However,	as	the	story	progresses	and	the	boys	become	more	savage,	the	conch	loses	its	power	and	is	eventually	destroyed.	This	symbolizes	the	breakdown	of	order	and	the	triumph	of	chaos	and	violence.	Another	important	symbol	in	the	novel	is
the	beast,	which	represents	the	boys	fear	and	their	descent	into	savagery.	At	first,	the	boys	believe	that	the	beast	is	a	physical	creature	that	they	must	hunt	and	kill.	However,	as	the	story	progresses,	it	becomes	clear	that	the	real	beast	is	within	themselves.	The	boys	own	primal	instincts	and	violent	tendencies	are	the	true	source	of	their	fear	and
destruction.	Overall,	the	symbolism	in	Lord	of	the	Flies	is	complex	and	multi-layered,	and	it	adds	depth	and	meaning	to	the	novels	themes	of	civilization,	power,	and	human	nature.	Foreshadowing	is	a	literary	technique	used	by	authors	to	hint	at	events	that	will	occur	later	in	the	story.	In	Lord	of	the	Flies,	William	Golding	uses	foreshadowing	to	create
a	sense	of	foreboding	and	tension	throughout	the	novel.	From	the	very	beginning,	the	boys	descent	into	savagery	is	foreshadowed	by	the	presence	of	the	beast	on	the	island.	As	the	story	progresses,	the	boys	behavior	becomes	increasingly	violent	and	unpredictable,	culminating	in	the	tragic	death	of	Simon	and	Piggy.	By	using	foreshadowing,	Golding
is	able	to	create	a	sense	of	inevitability	about	the	boys	fate,	making	the	reader	feel	a	sense	of	dread	and	anticipation	as	the	story	unfolds.	Overall,	the	use	of	foreshadowing	in	Lord	of	the	Flies	is	a	powerful	tool	that	helps	to	enhance	the	novels	themes	and	create	a	more	immersive	reading	experience	for	the	audience.The	Importance	of	Setting	and	its
Impact	on	the	StoryThe	setting	of	a	story	can	have	a	significant	impact	on	the	overall	narrative	and	the	themes	that	are	explored.	In	Lord	of	the	Flies,	William	Golding	uses	the	isolated	island	setting	to	highlight	the	destructive	nature	of	humanity	and	the	breakdown	of	societal	norms.	The	boys	are	forced	to	create	their	own	rules	and	governance,
which	ultimately	leads	to	chaos	and	violence.	The	island	itself	becomes	a	symbol	of	the	boys	descent	into	savagery,	as	they	become	increasingly	disconnected	from	the	civilized	world.	The	setting	also	serves	to	emphasize	the	boys	vulnerability	and	isolation,	as	they	are	cut	off	from	the	safety	and	security	of	their	homes	and	families.	Overall,	the	setting
of	Lord	of	the	Flies	plays	a	crucial	role	in	shaping	the	story	and	its	themes,	and	serves	as	a	powerful	symbol	of	the	human	condition.	Irony	is	a	literary	device	that	is	often	used	to	convey	a	deeper	meaning	in	a	story.	In	Lord	of	the	Flies,	William	Golding	employs	irony	to	highlight	the	flaws	and	contradictions	in	human	nature.	One	example	of	this	is	the
irony	of	the	boys	attempt	to	establish	a	civilized	society	on	the	island.	Despite	their	efforts	to	create	rules	and	order,	their	actions	ultimately	lead	to	chaos	and	violence.	This	irony	serves	to	underscore	the	inherent	savagery	that	lies	within	all	humans,	regardless	of	their	upbringing	or	social	status.	Another	example	of	irony	in	the	novel	is	the	way	in
which	the	boys	fear	of	the	beast	ultimately	leads	them	to	become	the	very	thing	they	are	afraid	of.	This	irony	highlights	the	destructive	power	of	fear	and	how	it	can	lead	people	to	act	in	ways	that	are	contrary	to	their	own	best	interests.	Overall,	the	use	of	irony	in	Lord	of	the	Flies	serves	to	deepen	the	novels	themes	and	provide	a	more	nuanced
understanding	of	the	human	condition.	The	theme	of	human	nature	is	a	prevalent	one	in	William	Goldings	Lord	of	the	Flies.	The	novel	explores	the	idea	that	humans	are	inherently	savage	and	violent,	and	that	civilization	is	merely	a	thin	veneer	that	can	easily	be	stripped	away.	This	theme	has	significant	implications	for	how	we	view	ourselves	and	our
society.	If	we	accept	Goldings	premise	that	humans	are	inherently	violent,	then	we	must	also	accept	that	violence	and	conflict	are	an	inevitable	part	of	human	existence.	This	raises	important	questions	about	how	we	should	structure	our	societies	and	how	we	should	deal	with	conflict.	Should	we	try	to	suppress	our	violent	tendencies,	or	should	we
embrace	them	and	find	ways	to	channel	them	in	productive	ways?	These	are	difficult	questions	with	no	easy	answers,	but	they	are	questions	that	we	must	grapple	with	if	we	are	to	understand	the	implications	of	Goldings	work.	The	final	scene	of	Lord	of	the	Flies	is	a	crucial	moment	in	the	novel,	as	it	brings	together	all	the	themes	and	symbols	that
have	been	building	throughout	the	story.	The	arrival	of	the	naval	officer	represents	the	return	of	civilization	and	order,	but	it	also	highlights	the	brutality	and	savagery	that	the	boys	have	succumbed	to.	The	officers	shock	at	the	boys	behavior	is	a	reflection	of	the	readers	own	horror	at	the	events	that	have	unfolded	on	the	island.	The	boys	descent	into
savagery	is	a	warning	about	the	fragility	of	civilization	and	the	dangers	of	unchecked	power.	The	final	scene	is	a	powerful	reminder	of	the	consequences	of	our	actions	and	the	importance	of	maintaining	our	humanity	in	the	face	of	adversity.	Religion	plays	a	significant	role	in	Lord	of	the	Flies,	as	it	is	used	to	symbolize	the	boys	attempt	to	create	a
sense	of	order	and	morality	on	the	island.	The	character	of	Simon,	who	is	often	associated	with	religious	imagery,	represents	a	Christ-like	figure	who	tries	to	bring	peace	and	understanding	to	the	group.	The	boys	belief	in	the	beast	also	reflects	their	fear	of	the	unknown	and	their	need	for	a	higher	power	to	protect	them.	However,	as	the	novel
progresses,	the	boys	religious	beliefs	become	distorted	and	corrupted,	leading	to	violence	and	chaos.	The	use	of	religious	symbolism	in	Lord	of	the	Flies	highlights	the	fragility	of	human	morality	and	the	dangers	of	blindly	following	religious	beliefs	without	questioning	their	validity.	Allegory	is	a	powerful	literary	device	that	authors	use	to	convey
deeper	meanings	and	messages	in	their	works.	In	Lord	of	the	Flies,	William	Golding	uses	allegory	to	explore	the	darker	aspects	of	human	nature	and	the	consequences	of	unchecked	power.	The	novel	is	set	on	a	deserted	island	where	a	group	of	boys	are	stranded	and	left	to	fend	for	themselves.	As	the	story	progresses,	the	boys	behavior	becomes
increasingly	savage	and	violent,	reflecting	the	breakdown	of	society	and	the	loss	of	morality.	Through	the	use	of	allegory,	Golding	is	able	to	comment	on	the	nature	of	power,	the	dangers	of	mob	mentality,	and	the	importance	of	individual	responsibility.	The	novel	serves	as	a	cautionary	tale	about	the	dangers	of	unchecked	power	and	the	need	for	a
moral	compass	in	society.	By	unpacking	the	symbolism	and	allegory	in	Lord	of	the	Flies,	readers	can	gain	a	deeper	understanding	of	the	novels	themes	and	messages.	Have	you	ever	wondered	what	the	beast	really	represents	in	Lord	of	the	Flies?	This	powerful	symbol	plays	a	crucial	role	in	understanding	the	darker	sides	of	human	nature	and	society.
As	you	explore	the	story,	youll	notice	how	the	fear	of	the	beast	reflects	the	boys	inner	struggles	and	the	chaos	that	unfolds	on	the	island.	Symbol	of	Inner	Darkness:	The	beast	represents	the	innate	darkness	and	primal	instincts	within	humans,	highlighting	the	struggle	against	ones	darker	impulses.Evolution	of	Fear:	Initially	perceived	as	a	literal
monster,	the	beast	evolves	into	a	symbol	of	the	boys	savagery,	illustrating	how	fear	distorts	reality	and	exacerbates	chaos.Loss	of	Innocence:	The	descent	into	barbarism	among	the	boys	showcases	the	fragility	of	civilization	and	the	ease	with	which	moral	codes	can	break	down	under	pressure.Sociopolitical	Commentary:	The	beast	serves	as	a
reflection	of	societal	fears,	emphasizing	how	leaders	can	exploit	these	fears	to	gain	power	and	control	over	others.Psychological	Conflict:	Themes	of	inner	conflict	and	the	duality	of	human	nature	emerge	as	characters	grapple	with	the	tension	between	civilization	and	savagery,	revealing	the	complexities	of	human	behavior.	Lord	of	the	Flies,	written
by	William	Golding,	explores	fundamental	truths	about	human	nature.	The	story	features	a	group	of	boys	stranded	on	a	deserted	island	after	a	plane	crash.	Initially,	the	boys	enjoy	a	sense	of	freedom	and	adventure,	but	chaos	soon	emerges	as	their	civilization	deteriorates.The	central	characters	include	Ralph,	who	represents	order	and	leadership;
Jack,	who	symbolizes	savagery	and	the	desire	for	power;	and	Piggy,	who	embodies	intellect	and	reason.	Their	interactions	and	conflicts	illustrate	the	struggle	between	civilized	behavior	and	primal	instincts.Key	themes	include	the	loss	of	innocence,	the	inherent	darkness	within	humanity,	and	the	fragility	of	societal	order.	The	beast	serves	as	a
powerful	symbol,	representing	the	boys	inner	fears	and	moral	decay.	As	their	fear	grows,	so	does	the	tension	between	civility	and	savagery,	ultimately	leading	to	tragic	consequences.The	novels	setting,	a	secluded	island,	reflects	both	paradise	and	hell.	The	boys	attempt	to	govern	themselves,	creating	rules	and	roles,	but	their	descent	into	barbarism
highlights	the	thin	veneer	of	civilization.	The	beast	serves	as	a	central	symbol	in	Lord	of	the	Flies,	representing	the	innate	darkness	within	humans	and	societys	fears.	It	evolves	throughout	the	novel,	revealing	deeper	truths	about	human	nature.	Initially,	the	boys	perceive	the	beast	as	a	literal	creature.	They	imagine	a	monstrous	figure	lurking	in	the
jungle,	driven	by	fear	and	the	unknown.	This	perception	stems	from	their	isolation	and	the	strain	of	their	survival.	The	beast	becomes	a	focal	point	for	their	anxiety,	portraying	how	fear	can	distort	reality.	As	the	boys	gather	around	the	fire,	tales	of	the	beast	spread,	igniting	panic	and	aggression	within	the	group.	As	the	story	progresses,	the	beast



transforms	from	an	imagined	creature	to	a	representation	of	the	boys	inner	savagery.	Simons	realization	highlights	this	evolution	when	he	concludes	that	the	beast	isnt	external;	its	within	them	all.	This	understanding	points	to	the	darker	aspects	of	human	nature.	The	loss	of	innocence	among	the	boys	further	solidifies	this	idea,	illustrating	how	fear
and	power	struggles	can	lead	to	chaos.	By	the	end,	the	beast	embodies	the	moral	decline	of	the	group,	showing	how	civilization	can	crumble	under	the	weight	of	primal	instincts.	The	beast	symbolizes	complex	psychological	themes	in	Lord	of	the	Flies,	particularly	regarding	inner	conflict	and	human	nature.	These	themes	reveal	how	fear	and	primal
instincts	shape	behavior.	The	beast	manifests	as	a	metaphor	for	your	inner	darkness.	It	represents	the	fear	and	savagery	that	arises	within	the	boys	as	they	descend	into	chaos.	Initial	fear	of	a	tangible	creature	reflects	their	inability	to	confront	their	own	darkness.	As	tension	escalates,	the	boys	project	their	fears	onto	the	beast,	externalizing	their	own
negative	traits.	This	projection	showcases	how	unchecked	fears	can	spiral	into	irrational	behaviors	and	violence.	Simons	realization	that	the	beast	resides	within	each	boy	emphasizes	the	struggle	against	ones	darker	impulses	and	serves	as	a	warning	about	losing	touch	with	ones	moral	compass.	The	beast	explores	the	darker	aspects	of	human	nature.
It	forces	you	to	confront	the	duality	of	civilization	and	savagery	inherent	in	everyone.	Characters	like	Jack	embody	the	savage	instinct,	while	Ralph	attempts	to	maintain	order.	This	tension	highlights	the	struggle	between	societal	norms	and	primal	urges.	When	the	boys	indulge	in	savagery,	their	humanity	diminishes,	reflecting	how	easily	civilization
can	crumble	under	fear	and	power	dynamics.	The	boys	transformation	further	illustrates	that	humans	possess	an	innate	capacity	for	cruelty,	often	revealed	when	societal	structures	break	down.	The	beast	in	Lord	of	the	Flies	offers	profound	insights	into	the	sociopolitical	landscape	of	human	behavior.	This	symbol	illustrates	the	underlying	tensions	and
moral	dilemmas	faced	in	society	as	civilization	breaks	down.	The	beast	epitomizes	the	innate	savagery	within	humans.	As	the	boys	fear	intensifies,	they	increasingly	identify	the	beast	with	primal	instincts,	revealing	their	capacity	for	violence.	For	example,	Jacks	transformation	into	a	savage	leader	reflects	the	struggle	for	power	rooted	in	fear.	The
chase	for	the	beast	becomes	a	means	to	unleash	their	brutality,	showcasing	how	easily	individuals	can	abandon	moral	codes	when	primal	drives	take	over.	This	symbolism	points	to	the	fragility	of	societal	norms;	once	fear	prevails,	civilization	can	devolve	into	chaos.	Fear	acts	as	a	catalyst	for	control	and	manipulation	within	the	group.	It	drives	the
boys	irrational	behaviors	and	decisions,	illustrating	a	common	sociopolitical	dynamic.	Jack	exploits	their	fear	of	the	beast	to	consolidate	power,	creating	a	hierarchy	based	on	intimidation	rather	than	reason.	This	dynamic	mirrors	real-world	scenarios	where	leaders	capitalize	on	societal	fears	to	maintain	authority.	The	descent	into	savagery
demonstrates	how	fear	can	erode	trust,	provoke	irrationality,	and	ultimately	lead	to	violence.	Thus,	the	beast	not	only	embodies	internal	darkness	but	also	reflects	the	societal	implications	of	fear-driven	governance.	The	beast	in	Lord	of	the	Flies	serves	as	a	powerful	reminder	of	the	darkness	that	lurks	within	us	all.	As	you	reflect	on	the	boys	journey
from	innocence	to	savagery	you	can	see	how	fear	transforms	their	reality	and	shapes	their	actions.	The	way	the	beast	evolves	throughout	the	story	highlights	the	delicate	balance	between	civilization	and	primal	instincts.By	examining	the	beasts	symbolism	you	gain	insight	into	the	complexities	of	human	nature	and	the	impact	of	societal	breakdown.	Its
a	chilling	exploration	of	how	easily	fear	can	lead	to	chaos	and	moral	decline.	Ultimately	the	beast	challenges	you	to	confront	your	own	fears	and	the	darker	aspects	of	humanity	that	can	emerge	when	order	falls	apart.	The	beast	symbolizes	the	darker	aspects	of	human	nature	and	savagery.	Initially	feared	as	a	literal	creature,	it	evolves	into	a
representation	of	the	boys	inner	fears	and	primal	instincts,	revealing	their	capacity	for	chaos	and	violence	as	civilization	crumbles.	Initially,	the	boys	see	the	beast	as	an	external	threat,	driven	by	fear	of	the	unknown.	As	the	story	progresses,	they	realize	that	the	beast	reflects	their	own	inner	darkness,	showing	that	the	real	danger	lies	within
themselves	rather	than	an	external	creature.	Key	characters	include	Ralph,	who	symbolizes	order	and	leadership;	Jack,	who	embodies	savagery	and	anarchy;	and	Piggy,	representing	intellect	and	reason.	Together,	they	illustrate	the	conflict	between	civilization	and	primal	instincts	as	the	boys	govern	themselves	on	the	island.	The	beast	allows
exploration	of	themes	such	as	loss	of	innocence,	the	fragility	of	societal	order,	and	the	inherent	duality	of	human	nature.	It	shows	how	fear	can	lead	to	moral	decline	and	chaos,	revealing	the	ease	with	which	civilization	can	collapse.	The	beast	epitomizes	the	innate	savagery	within	humans	and	the	dangers	of	fear-driven	governance.	Jacks	exploitation
of	the	boys	fears	highlights	real-world	scenarios	where	leaders	use	fear	to	manipulate	and	control,	demonstrating	how	fear	can	erode	trust	and	lead	to	violence.	"Lord	of	the	Fliesis	one	of	my	favorite	books.	That	was	a	big	influence	on	me	as	a	teenager,	I	still	read	it	every	couple	of	years."Suzanne	Collins,	author	ofThe	Hunger	Games"As	exciting,
relevant,	and	thought-provoking	now	as	it	was	when	Golding	published	it	in	1954."Stephen	King"The	most	influential	novel...since	Salinger'sCatcher	in	the	Rye."Time"This	brilliant	work	is	a	frightening	parody	on	man's	return	(in	a	few	weeks)	to	that	state	of	darkness	from	which	it	took	him	thousands	of	years	to	emerge.	Fully	to	succeed,	a	fantasy
must	approach	very	close	to	reality.Lord	of	the	Fliesdoes.	It	must	also	be	superbly	written.	It	is."The	New	York	Times	Book	Review"Sparely	and	elegantly	written...Lord	of	the	Fliesis	a	grim	anti-pastoral	in	which	adults	are	disguised	as	children	who	replicate	the	worst	of	their	elders'	heritage	of	ignorance,	violence,	and	warfare."Joyce	Carol	Oates,
New	York	Review	of	Books	Read	by	the	author6	hours,	52	minutes6	cassettesWilliam	Golding's	classic	novel	of	primitive	savagery	and	survival	is	one	of	the	most	vividly	realized	and	riveting	works	in	modern	fiction.	The	tale	begins	after	a	plane	wreck	deposits	a	group	of	English	school	boys,	aged	six	to	twelve	on	an	isolated	tropical	island.	Their
struggle	to	survive	and	impose	order	quickly	evolves	from	a	battle	against	nature	into	a	battle	against	their	own	primitive	instincts.	Golding's	portrayal	of	the	collapse	of	social	order	into	chaos	draws	the	fine	line	between	innocence	and	savagery.	William	Golding	was	born	in	Cornwall	in	1911	and	was	educated	at	Marlborough	Grammar	School	and	at
Brasenose	College,	Oxford.	His	first	novel,	Lord	of	the	Flies,	was	published	in	1954	and	was	filmed	by	Peter	Brook	in	1963.	He	won	the	Booker	Prize	for	his	novel	Rites	of	Passage	in	1980,	and	was	awarded	the	Nobel	Prize	for	Literature	in	1983.	He	was	knighted	in	1988.	He	died	at	his	home	in	the	summer	of	1993.	A	plane	crashes	on	an	uninhabited
tropical	island	during	wartime.	A	group	of	schoolboys--the	sole	survivors--form	their	own	society,	an	experiment	that	quickly	descends	into	chaos	and	death	in	Golding's	classic	allegory.	Listening	Library	recently	rereleased	this	historic	1976	recording,	and	the	timing	could	not	be	more	apt.	As	CNN	keeps	viewers	on	edge	with	the	latest	military
overtures	in	the	real	world	and	the	reality	TV	show	"Survivor"	offers	escape	in	the	form	of	backstabbing,	bug-eating	"tribal"	rituals,	LORD	OF	THE	FLIES	gives	the	reader	a	lucid	and	chillingly	objective	mirror	to	our	modern	society.	William	Golding's	narration	is	as	impartial	as	his	work,	yet	his	grumbly,	grandfatherly	voice,	complete	with	mid-
sentence	sniffs	and	swallows,	is	intimate.	Included	on	the	tapes	is	background	on	how	he	came	to	conceive	the	book	and	a	brief	rebuttal	to	critics	about	its	meaning.	M.M.O.	Winner	of	AudioFile	Earphones	Award	AudioFile	2003,	Portland,	Maine--	Copyright	AudioFile,	Portland,	Maine	The	Origin	of	Fear	A	Reflection	of	Inner	Darkness	The	Role	of
Simon	Civilization	vs	Savagery	The	Conclusion:	An	Unending	Cycle	References	William	Golding's	"Lord	of	the	Flies"	is	often	seen	as	a	profound	commentary	on	human	nature	and	society.	One	of	the	most	intriguing	elements	within	this	novel	is	the	concept	of	the	beast.	This	mysterious	creature	becomes	a	symbol	that	evolves	throughout	the	story,
encapsulating	not	just	fear	but	deeper	themes	related	to	morality,	civilization,	and	humanity's	inherent	darkness.	So,	what	exactly	does	the	beast	represent?	Let's	unpack	its	symbolism	and	significance.	The	Origin	of	FearFrom	the	moment	Ralph	and	Piggy	gather	the	boys	on	the	island,	theres	an	undercurrent	of	anxiety.	The	boys	initial	excitement
about	freedom	slowly	morphs	into	dread	when	they	begin	to	imagine	what	might	lurk	in	the	jungle.	The	beast	represents	this	primal	feara	natural	response	to	being	isolated	from	society	and	stripped	of	its	rules.	This	fear	isnt	limited	to	a	physical	entity;	it	grows	from	their	imaginations	fueled	by	stories,	nightmares,	and	insecurities.The	boys
interpretation	of	what	constitutes	a	beast	shifts	dramatically	throughout	their	time	on	the	island.	Initially,	its	an	abstract	ideasomething	lurking	in	the	shadows	or	rustling	in	the	bushes.	Yet	as	their	descent	into	savagery	accelerates,	this	idea	transforms	into	something	more	tangible:	a	reflection	of	their	own	internal	struggles	with	morality	and
order.A	Reflection	of	Inner	DarknessAs	much	as	wed	like	to	think	we	are	civilized	beings	adhering	to	societal	norms,	Golding	suggests	otherwise.	The	real	beast	is	not	an	external	monster	lurking	in	dark	corners;	it's	within	each	boytheir	capacity	for	cruelty	and	savagery	emerges	when	societal	structures	break	down.	When	Jack	leads	his	followers	in
hunting	rituals	that	involve	chanting	and	dancing	around	fires,	he	embodies	this	darker	side	that	overtakes	them.This	duality	within	human	nature	is	where	Golding	truly	shines	in	his	storytelling.	As	soon	as	order	collapses	(symbolized	by	Piggy's	broken	glasses),	chaos	reigns	supreme.	The	once	innocent	children	devolve	into	ruthless	hunters	who
revel	in	violencea	stark	reminder	that	savagery	is	just	beneath	the	surface	when	civilization	fails.The	Role	of	SimonSimons	character	adds	another	layer	to	understanding	the	beast's	symbolism.	Unlike	Ralph	or	Jack,	Simon	possesses	an	innate	goodness	and	insightfulness	that	allows	him	to	grasp	truths	others	cannot	seenamely	that	the	beast	is	not	a
creature	at	all	but	rather	part	of	themselves.	His	encounter	with	the	Lord	of	the	Flies	(the	severed	pigs	head)	highlights	this	notion	perfectly;	it	represents	decay,	corruption,	and	ultimately	reveals	that	evil	comes	from	within	humans	themselves.Simon's	tragic	fate	serves	as	a	cautionary	tale	about	ignoring	truth	for	comfortwhen	he	tries	to	convey	his
revelations	about	humanitys	inner	darkness	back	to	others	after	his	experience	with	the	Lord	of	Flies,	he	meets	brutal	violence	instead	of	understanding	or	acceptance.	Here	lies	Goldings	warning:	ignorance	can	lead	to	destruction.Civilization	vs	SavageryThe	presence	of	both	Ralph	(representative	of	order)	and	Jack	(embodying	chaos)	symbolizes
broader	societal	conflicts	between	civilization	and	savagerynot	only	among	individuals	but	also	culturally	speaking	across	history.	As	tensions	rise	between	these	two	factions	among	boys	on	this	deserted	island,	so	too	does	their	perceptionor	lack	thereofof	what	constitutes	the	beast.This	struggle	reflects	real-world	issues	we've	faced	throughout
history:	war	based	on	misunderstandings	driven	by	fears	bred	from	hatred	or	prejudice	toward	different	groups	often	leads	us	down	destructive	paths	where	violence	prevails	over	reasoned	discourse.The	Conclusion:	An	Unending	CycleSo	ultimately,	what	was	the	beast	in	"Lord	of	the	Flies"?	It	serves	multiple	purposesas	fear	incarnate	symbolizing
our	darkest	instincts	while	concurrently	reflecting	deeper	philosophical	questions	regarding	human	nature	itselfand	whether	were	inherently	good	or	bad	beings	given	proper	circumstancesthat	challenge	readers	long	after	they've	put	down	Golding's	text.	Keep	in	mind:	This	is	only	a	sample.	Get	a	custom	paper	now	from	our	expert	writers.	In
conclusion,	understanding	the	beast	transcends	mere	literary	analysis;	it	opens	discussions	about	morality	versus	savagery	still	relevant	today	amidst	modern	conflicts	across	societies	worldwide	stemming	from	similar	fears	rooted	deep	within	humanitys	psyche	since	time	immemorial!ReferencesGolding	W.,	"Lord	of	the	Flies",	Faber	&	Faber	Limited
1954.Morrison	T.,	"Playing	In	The	Dark:	Whiteness	And	The	Literary	Imagination",	Harvard	University	Press	1993.Todorov	T.,	"The	Fantastic:	A	Structural	Approach	To	A	Literary	Genre",	Cornell	University	Press	1975.Eagleton	T.,	"Literary	Theory:	An	Introduction",	Blackwell	Publishing	1983.	Share	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium
or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in
any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others
from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as
publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Maybe	...	maybe	there	is	a	beast	maybe	its	only	us(William	Golding).	In	the	novel	Lord	of	The	Flies,	William	Golding	exhibits	the	symbolism	and	representation	of	the	beast.	The	beast	represents	the	norm	of	society	and	how	most	citizens	are	conceived	to	evil.	As	the	novel
progresses,	the	reader's	perspective	of	the	beast	transforms	from	a	possibly	harmful	animal	into	to	a	representation	of	human	civilization	and	how	humans	are	ignorant	and	oblivious	when	it	becomes	survival	of	the	fittest.	The	concept	of	the	beast	changes	significantly	during	the	novel	from	first	the	beast	on	land,	then	to	the	beast	in	the	air	and	finally
to	the	beast	within	the	kids	themselves.	In	the	beginning	of	the	novel,	as	the	kids	begin	to	get	accustomed	to	the	island,	a	small	child,	with	a	mulberry	mark	on	his	face,	claims	show	more	content	Ralph	speaks	out	and	says,	Maybe	there	is	a	beast	What	I	mean	is	maybe	its	only	us.	(p.	195)	This	quote	illuminates	Goldings	main	point.	Goldings	message
here	is	that	humans	generally	want	to	place	the	responsibility	for	issues	or	problems	on	anyone	or	anything	but	themselves.	For	example,	the	beast	is	blamed	for	the	majority	of	the	disagreements	on	the	island,	but	realistically	it	is	the	kids	own	fault.	Golding	is	trying	to	demonstrate	the	norm	of	society.	Throughout	history	humans	have	blames	anyone
but	themselves	for	any	type	of	complication.	Golding	shows	that	even	innocent	grade	school	kids	are	guilty	of	acting	like	everyone	else	including	world	leaders	and	people	who	are	recognized	as	role	models	of	society.	In	my	opinion	this	idea	should	be	spread	throughout	the	world	because	it	is	not	this	esoteric	idea	that	only	the	Einsteins	of	our	society
are	able	to	comprehend.	This	idea	can	be	understood	by	anyone	with	some	common	knowledge.	Furthermore,	if	this	idea	was	performed	by	everyone	in	our	world,	the	world	would	be	a	much	better	In	order	to	continue	enjoying	our	site,	we	ask	that	you	confirm	your	identity	as	a	human.	Thank	you	very	much	for	your	cooperation.	

How	does	the	beast	represent	fear	lotf.	How	does	the	beast	change	in	lord	of	the	flies.	How	does	the	beast	show	savagery.	Lord	of	the	flies	the	beast.	How	does	the	beast	represent	savagery.


