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Media808	hardcover	and	paperback),	audio	book,	e-book	no.	from	books	3	originals,	1	prequel	websites	suzannecollinsbooks.com	The	Hunger	Games	is	a	series	of	dystopian	novels	for	young	adults	by	American	author	Suzanne	Collins.	The	first	three	novels	are	part	of	a	trilogy	about	teenage	heroine	Katniss	Everdeen,	and	the	fourth	book	is	a	prequel
set	64	years	before	the	original.	The	novels	in	the	trilogy	are	The	Hunger	Games	(2008),	Catching	Fire	(2009)	and	Mockingjay	(2010).	Each	was	adapted	for	film,	creating	The	Hunger	Games	film	series,	with	the	film	adaptation	of	Mockingjay	split	into	two	feature	films.	The	first	two	books	in	the	series	were	New	York	Times	bestsellers,	and	Mockingjay
topped	all	US	bestseller	lists	upon	publication.	When	the	film	adaptation	of	The	Hunger	Games	was	released	in	2012,reported	more	than	26	million	copies	of	The	Hunger	Games	trilogy,	including	the	books	tied	to	the	films.	The	Hunger	Games	universe	is	a	dystopia	set	in	Panem,	a	North	American	country	consisting	of	a	thriving	Capitol	and	13
neighborhoods	with	varying	levels	of	poverty.	Every	year,	kids	from	the	top	12	districts	are	drawn	to	compete	in	a	mandatory	televised	fight	to	the	death	called	The	Hunger	Games.	District	13	also	suffered,	but	they	led	a	rebellion	against	the	Capitol	and	forced	it	to	surrender.	Because	District	13	specialized	in	nuclear	weapons,	the	Capitol	quickly
gave	in	and	agreed	to	a	peace	treaty.	They	agreed	that	everyone	in	District	13	would	go	underground	and	be	bombed	above	ground	to	make	it	look	like	the	Capitol	had	won.	All	the	novels	were	well	received.	In	August	2012,	the	series	ranked	second,	behind	only	the	Harry	Potter	series,	in	NPR's	"100	Most	Popular	Young	Adult	Novels"	poll,	which
asked	voters	to	choose	their	favorite	books	for	young	adults.	On	August	17,	2012,	Amazon	declared	The	Hunger	Games	Trilogy	a	bestseller,	breaking	the	previous	record	of	the	Harry	Potter	series.	As	of	2014	[update]	the	trilogy	has	sold	over	65	million	copies	in	the	US	alone	(The	Hunger	Games	over	28	million,	Catching	Fire	over	19	million	and	The
Mockingjay	over	18	million).	The	Hunger	Games	trilogy	has	been	sold	in	56	countries	in	51	languages.[7]	On	May	19,	2020,	The	Ballad	of	Songbirds	and	Serpents,	a	pre-school	novel	about	the	beginnings	of	the	Hunger	Games,	starring	a	young	Coriolanus	Snow,	was	launched	on	May	19,	2020.	The	Hunger	Games	trilogy	takes	place	in	an	uncertain
future	in	the	dystopian	post-apocalyptic	country	of	Panem	in	North	America.	The	country	consists	of	an	affluent	Rocky	Mountain	capital[10]	surrounded	by	twelve	(originally	thirteen)	poorer	counties.at	the	Capitol.	The	Capitol	is	lavishly	rich	and	technologically	advanced,	but	the	neighborhoods	are	mixed	with	poverty.	The	narrator	and	protagonist	of
the	trilogy,	Katniss	Everdeen,	lives	in	District	12,	the	poorest	district	of	Panem,	located	in	the	Appalachians,	where	people	regularly	die	of	starvation.	As	punishment	for	the	ancient	rebellion	against	the	Capitol	(the	so-called	"Dark	Days"),	during	which	District	13	was	destroyed,	one	boy	and	one	girl	from	each	of	the	twelve	remaining	districts	between
the	ages	of	12	and	18	are	chosen	by	lottery.	for	participation	in	the	annual	annual	competition.	competition	called	"Hunger	Games".	The	Games	are	a	televised	event	in	which	contestants	known	as	"tributes"	are	forced	to	fight	to	the	death	in	a	dangerous	public	arena.	The	winner	and	his	home	district	are	then	rewarded	with	food,	supplies,	and	wealth.
The	purpose	of	the	Hunger	Games	is	to	entertain	the	Capitol	and	remind	the	shires	of	the	Capitol's	power	and	lack	of	remorse	or	forgiveness	for	the	failed	rebellion	of	the	current	rivals'	ancestors.	Structure	Each	book	in	the	Hunger	Games	trilogy	is	divided	into	three	parts	with	nine	chapters	each.	Collins	said	the	format	came	from	her	experience
writing	drama,	which	taught	her	how	to	write	in	a	three-act	structure;	her	previous	series,	The	Dungeon	Chronicles,	was	similarly	written.	He	considers	each	group	of	nine	chapters	to	be	a	separate	part	of	the	story,	and	the	commentary	continues	to	refer	to	these	parts	as	"gaps	of	the	work".	Origin	Collins	says	she	drew	inspiration	for	the	series	from
both	classic	and	contemporary	sources.	Its	main	classical	inspiration	is	the	Greek	myth	of	Theseus	and	the	Minotaur,	in	which,	as	punishment	for	past	crimes,	Minos	orders	Athens	to	sacrifice	seven	youths	and	seven	maidens	to	the	Minotaur,	who	kills	them	in	a	vast	labyrinth.	Collins	says	that	even	as	a	child	she	was	surprised	by	the	idea	because	"it
was	so	cruel	to	make	Athena	sacrifice	her	children."	Collins	also	citesClassically	inspired	by	Roman	gladiatorial	games.	He	believes	that	a	good	game	consists	of	three	main	elements:	an	all-powerful	and	ruthless	government,	people	forced	to	fight	to	the	death,	and	the	game's	role	as	a	source	of	popular	entertainment.[12]	The	current	inspiration	was
Collins'	recent	infatuation	with	reality	television.	He	says	they	are	like	the	Hunger	Games	because	they	are	not	only	entertainment	but	also	a	reminder	to	the	neighborhoods	of	their	rebellion.	Collins	says	that	during	a	tiring	night	she	flicked	through	TV	channels	and	saw	people	fighting	for	a	prize,	then	saw	footage	of	the	Iraq	War.	She	described	how
the	two	met	in	an	"unsettling	way"	while	developing	initial	ideas	for	the	series.	Trilogy	of	novels	Main	article:	The	Hunger	Games	(novel)	The	Hunger	Games	is	the	first	book	in	the	series	and	was	published	on	September	14,	2008.	The	Hunger	Games	follows	16-year-old	Katniss	Everdeen,	a	girl	from	District	12	who	volunteers	to	compete	in	the	74th
Hunger	Games	in	place	of	her	younger	sister	Primrose	Everdeen.	Peeta	Mellark,	who	once	saved	Katniss	from	starvation	when	they	were	children,	was	also	chosen	from	District	12.	They	are	led	by	the	county's	only	living	winner,	Heimt	Abernathy,	who	won	24	years	earlier	and	has	lived	a	secluded	alcoholic	life	ever	since.	Peeta	confesses	his	former
secret	love	to	Katniss	in	a	televised	interview	before	the	Games.	This	revelation	shocks	Katniss,	who	usually	doesn't	allow	herself	to	think	about	romantic	attraction	due	to	her	traumatic	childhood	and	fear	of	losing	future	children	to	the	Hunger	Games.	However,	she	believes	that	Pete	is	only	faking	his	love	for	her	as	a	game	tactic.	Peeta	saves	Katniss'
life	in	the	arena	several	times	without	realizing	it.	Katniss	bonds	with	Rue,	a	new	District	11	tribute	who	reminds	Katniss	of	her	sister.	When	Roo	is	killed,	Katniss	places	flowers	around	her	body,	challenging	the	Capitol.	Remaining	honornotified	of	a	rule	change	that	allows	supporters	from	the	same	precinct	to	win	as	a	team.	Katniss	finds	Peeta	badly
injured,	and	instead	of	racing	alone	and	unencumbered,	she	risks	her	life	to	heal	him.	Haymitch	advises	her	to	fake	her	feelings	for	Peeta	in	order	to	gain	wealthy	sponsors	who	can	provide	the	necessary	supplies	for	the	"star	lovers"	during	the	Games.	When	she	allows	herself	to	get	close	to	Pete,	she	develops	genuine	feelings	for	him.	When	all	other
rewards	are	exhausted,	policy	changes	will	be	canceled	abruptly.	Since	neither	wants	to	kill	the	other,	Katniss	comes	up	with	a	solution:	double	suicide	by	ingesting	poison	berries.	This	leads	authorities	to	admit	that	they	both	won	their	matches	just	in	time	to	save	their	lives.	During	and	after	the	games,	Katniss'	true	feelings	for	Peeta	grow,	and	she
tries	to	reconcile	them	with	the	fact	that	their	relationship	was	forced.	Haymitch	warns	her	that	the	danger	is	not	over	yet.	The	authorities	are	outraged	that	they	are	being	made	fools	of,	and	the	only	way	to	assuage	their	anger	is	to	continue	to	pretend	that	her	actions	were	out	of	love	for	Peeta	and	nothing	else.	On	the	way	home,	Pete	is	horrified	to
learn	of	the	scam.	Catching	Fire	Main	article:	Catching	Fire	Catching	Fire	is	the	second	installment	in	the	series,	released	on	September	1,	2009.	In	Catching	Fire,	set	six	months	after	the	conclusion	of	The	Hunger	Games,	Katniss	discovers	that	her	opposition	to	the	film	from	the	previous	novel.	from	the	chain	reaction	that	inspired	a	riot	in	the
neighborhoods.	President	Snow	threatens	to	hurt	Katniss's	family	and	friends	if	Katniss	does	not	help	quell	the	riot	and	marry	Peeta.	Meanwhile,	Peeta	has	realized	Katniss'	false	love	for	him,	but	while	he	is	sad,	he	does	not	force	her	in	any	way.	He	was	also	informed	of	Snow's	threat,	so	he	promised	to	help	keep	the	law	in	order	to	spare	the	people	of
District	12.	KatnissGale	Hawthorne's	boyfriend	confesses	his	love	to	Katniss,	which	shocks	and	confuses	her.	Katniss	and	Peeta	march	triumphantly	across	the	lands	and	plan	a	public	wedding.	As	Katniss	and	Peeta	follow	Snow's	orders	and	follow	the	ruse,	they	inadvertently	start	a	mutiny,	and	the	fake	badge	she	wears	becomes	her	symbol.	The
people	of	Panem	begin	to	organize	a	rebellion	against	the	Capitol	district	by	district.	Snow	announces	a	special	75th	Hunger	Games	-	known	as	the	Quarter	Quell	-	in	which	Katniss	and	Peeta	are	forced	to	compete	against	other	previous	winners,	effectively	canceling	the	wedding.	Katniss	believes	that	Peeta	should	survive	these	games	instead	of	her
and	sacrifices	her	life	to	save	him.	Peeta,	in	turn,	dedicates	his	life	to	saving	her,	and	the	two	recognize	the	other's	conflicting	intentions.	At	Haymitch's	insistence,	the	pair	team	up	with	several	other	tributes	and	manage	to	destroy	the	arena	and	escape	the	game.	Katniss	is	rescued	by	District	13	rebels	and	learns	that	Peeta	and	her	District	7	ally
Johanna	Mason	have	been	captured	by	the	Capitol.	Katniss	eventually	learns	-	to	her	surprise	-	that	she	just	so	happened	to	be	an	integral	part	of	the	rebellion	all	along;	Their	rescue	was	planned	jointly	by	Haymitch,	Plutarch	Heavensbee	and	Finnick	Odair,	among	others.	When	Katniss	learns	that	Peeta	has	been	captured	and	is	now	being	tortured
and	killed,	she	is	enraged	and	loses	the	will	to	live.	Gale	informs	them	that	the	Capitol	destroyed	District	12	in	retaliation.	After	a	moment's	hesitation,	Katniss	joins	the	rebels.	Mockingjay	Main	article:	Mockingjay	Mockingjay,	the	third	and	final	book	in	the	Hunger	Games	series,	was	released	on	August	24,	2010.	Most	of	the	districts	rebelled	against
the	Capitol,	led	by	District	13	and	its	president,	Alma	Coin.	The	Capitol	lied	about	destroying	the	district	in	the	Dark	Days.	After	a	dispute	with	the	Capitol,	the	residents	of	District	13	began	living	underground	and	rebuilding	their	homeThe	survivors	of	Outpost	12	find	shelter	there.	Katniss	also	learns	that	Peeta	is	alive,	being	tortured	and	forced	to
speak	on	national	television	to	discourage	rebellion.	He	agrees	to	become	the	"Mockingjay",	a	symbol	of	rebellion.	In	return,	he	demands	immunity	for	Peeta,	Johanna	Mason,	Annie	Crest,	and	Enobaria,	the	winners	of	games	won	by	the	Capitol.	Katniss	also	claims	the	privilege	of	killing	President	Snow	himself.	Realizing	that	the	Capitol	will	continue
to	torture	Peeta	as	long	as	he	supports	the	rebellion,	Katniss	has	a	panic	attack	and	loses	her	ability	to	act	as	Mockingjay.	A	rescue	mission	begins	to	rescue	Peeta,	Johanna	and	Annie.	However,	Peeta	has	been	brainwashed	into	killing	Katniss	and	tries	to	strangle	her	during	their	reunion.	He	undergoes	an	experimental	treatment	to	try	to	cure	him.
With	no	hope	of	recovery,	Katniss	decides	to	give	her	all	to	the	rebellion	and	die	in	the	process.	Throughout	the	novel,	Katniss	sees	how	ruthless	Gale	is.	He	doesn't	seem	to	value	human	life	as	much	as	she	does.	It	has	no	sympathy	for	the	insurgency's	enemies	and	is	content	to	torture	and	murder,	even	innocent	civilians,	to	support	the	insurgency.
She	tries	to	balance	this	with	the	fact	that	she	still	cares	about	Gale.	In	the	midst	of	her	overwhelming	loneliness	and	PTSD,	she	kisses	Gale,	but	he	says	the	kiss	isn't	real	because	it's	like	kissing	someone	who	is	drunk.	Katniss,	having	recovered	from	Peeta's	attack,	is	tasked	with	filming	propaganda	in	relatively	quiet	combat	zones	with	a	team	called
the	"Star	Squad"	consisting	of	Gale,	Peeta,	Finnick,	a	cameraman,	and	various	other	soldiers.	However,	Katniss	decides	to	go	to	the	Capitol	to	kill	Snow,	pretending	that	Coin	gave	her	the	task.	Peeta	still	struggles	with	the	brainwashing,	but	he	recovers	and	still	loves	Katniss.	Most	of	the	team	are	killed	along	the	way,	including	the	recently	married
Finnick.	HowHe	approaches	Snow's	mansion	and	sees	a	group	of	Capitol	children	surrounding	him	like	human	shields.	Suddenly,	the	hovercraft	drops	silver	parachutes	on	the	children,	who	reach	out	to	them	in	the	hope	that	they	will	bring	food.	Some	parachutes	explode	and	cause	carnage.	The	advancing	rebels	send	medics,	including	Primrose
Everdeen.	The	other	parachutes	then	explode,	killing	Primrose	as	she	sees	her	sister.	Later,	an	injured	Katniss	also	wakes	up	from	her	coma	to	learn	that	the	rebels	have	won	and	Snow	awaits	execution	at	her	hands.	When	he	meets	Snow	by	chance,	he	claims	that	it	was	Coyne	who	secretly	ordered	the	bombings	to	take	away	the	support	of	his
remaining	followers.	This	bomb	also	matches	the	description	of	the	one	Gail	helped	design,	and	she	ends	her	friendship	with	Gail.	Coin	then	asks	the	surviving	winners	to	vote	for	the	final	Hunger	Games,	featuring	the	children	of	high-ranking	Capitol	officials	(including	Snow's	granddaughter).	In	order	to	gain	Coyne's	trust,	Katniss	and	Haymitch	cast
the	deciding	votes	in	favor	of	the	scheme.	However,	during	Snow's	execution,	Katniss	kills	Coyne	with	a	bow.	Snow	laughs	and	then	dies.	Katniss	tries	to	commit	suicide,	but	Peeta	stops	her	and	she	is	arrested.	Katniss	goes	on	trial,	but	the	jury	finds	her	mentally	ill	and	is	sent	home	to	District	12.	Both	Katniss's	mother	and	Gale	work	in	other	districts.
Pete	regains	his	sanity.	Katniss	moves	in	with	him	and	they	"grow	together".	After	many	years,	he	finally	agrees	to	have	children.	They	have	a	girl	and	a	boy	growing	up	in	a	world	without	The	Hunger	Games.	To	deal	with	her	lingering	PTSD,	Katniss	often	thinks	about	every	act	of	kindness	she's	ever	seen.	The	Ballad	of	the	Songbirds	and	the	Serpents
prequel	Main	article:	The	Ballad	of	the	Songbirds	and	the	Serpents	Takes	place	64	years	before	the	events	of	The	Hunger	Games.in	panem.	It	follows	Coriolanus	Snow	at	the	age	of	18.	Collins	explained	that	the	book	would	also	come	out	about	10	years	after	the	end	of	the	war,	with	the	people	of	Panem	trying	to	get	back	on	their	feet	and	figuring	out
how	to	live	in	a	new	reality.	The	book	was	released	on	May	19,	2020.	Themes	The	major	themes	of	the	novel	are	distrust	of	authority	(adults	and	government),	class	and	caste	discrimination,	resistance,	entertainment	ethics,	and	most	importantly,	the	origins	and	aftermath	of	war.	Social	inequality,	irresponsible	governance	and	violence	against
children	were	also	identified	as	key	issues.	“In	the	world	of	The	Hunger	Games,	the	Capitol	lives	in	lavish	wealth	and	consumption.	Meanwhile,	in	the	“neighborhoods”,	millions	of	people	work	in	dangerous	low-wage	jobs.	When	the	Capitol	revels	in	abundance,	the	counties	can	hardly	afford	to	feed	their	children."	Author	Suzanne	Collins	also	mentions
"Just	War,"	gladiator	fights,	and	famines.	Other	issues	mentioned	were	the	war	on	climate	change,	and	the	power	and	illusions	of	television	Others	have	cited	revolution	and	insurgency	as	themes."Although	it...is	aimed	at	young	people,	it	presents	potentially	highly	subversive	ideas	of	mass	revolution,	economic	sabotage,	and	populist	struggle	against
the	oligarchy."	most	notably	the	compelling	quality,	particularly	of	the	first	book[21]	and	the	action	film[22].	John	Green	of	the	New	York	Times	compared	The	Hunger	Games	to	Scott	Westerfeld's	Freaks.	Catching	Fire	was	praised	for	improving	the	first	book.	"The	Mockingjay"	was	acclaimed	for	its	portrayal	of	violence,	peacemaking,	and	romantic
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