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What	does	a

◊	A	is	used	before	a	consonant	sound.	An	is	used	before	a	vowel	sound.	Note	that	when	a	word	begins	with	a	vowel	letter	but	is	pronounced	with	a	consonant	sound,	a	is	used.	When	an	abbreviation	begins	with	a	consonant	letter	but	is	pronounced	with	a	vowel	sound,	an	is	used.	When	a	word	begins	with	h	but	the	first	syllable	of	the	word	is	not	given
primary	stress,	both	a	and	an	are	used.	2		a		—	used	like	one	before	number	words	like	hundred,	thousand,	etc.	a	hundred	and	twenty	people	b		—	used	like	one	before	number	words	like	third,	fortieth,	etc.	This	is	a	[=one]	third	the	size	of	that.	c		—	used	like	one	before	units	of	weight,	measurement,	etc.	a	pound	or	two	[=one	or	two	pounds]	a	week	or
two	[=one	or	two	weeks]	a	foot	and	a	half	of	water	=	one	and	a	half	feet	of	water	d		:	one	single	:	even	one	—	used	in	negative	constructions	They	didn't	charge	me	a	penny.	[=they	didn't	charge	me	anything	at	all]	“Did	she	say	anything	about	it?”	“Not	a	word.”	3		—	used	before	a	word	or	phrase	that	indicates	a	type	or	class	of	person	or	thing	—	often
used	before	noncount	nouns	that	are	modified	by	an	adjective	or	phrase	She	has	a	warmth	that	puts	people	at	ease.	I've	always	had	a	fondness	for	chocolate.	4		—	used	like	any	to	refer	in	a	general	way	to	people	or	things	A	person	who	is	sick	can't	work	well.	[=people	can't	work	well	if	they	are	sick]	5		—	used	before	a	proper	noun	to	indicate	limited
knowledge	about	the	person	or	thing	being	mentioned	A	Mr.	Smith	[=a	man	named	Mr.	Smith]	called	to	ask	about	the	job.	Among	the	towns	of	the	area	there	is	a	Newton,	I	believe.	6		a		—	used	before	a	proper	noun	that	is	acting	as	an	example	or	type	the	attractions	of	a	Boston	or	a	Cleveland	His	friends	say	he's	an	Einstein	in	regard	to	science.	b		—
used	before	the	name	of	a	day	of	the	week	to	refer	to	one	occurrence	of	it	My	birthday	falls	on	a	Tuesday	this	year.	7		a		—	used	before	the	name	of	a	person	(such	as	a	famous	artist)	when	the	name	is	being	used	to	refer	to	something	(such	as	a	painting)	created	by	that	person	The	museum	recently	purchased	a	Rembrandt.	[=a	painting	by
Rembrandt]	My	violin	is	a	Stradivarius.	b		—	used	before	a	family	name	to	show	that	someone	is	a	member	of	that	family	Did	you	know	that	she's	a	Kennedy?	8		—	used	before	a	proper	noun	referring	to	a	person	or	thing	that	has	a	particular	quality	A	triumphant	Ms.	Jones	greeted	her	supporters.	[=Ms.	Jones	was	triumphant	when	she	greeted	her
supporters]	We	were	met	at	the	door	by	an	embarrassed	Mr.	Brown.	[=Mr.	Brown	was	embarrassed	when	he	met	us	at	the	door]	We	had	a	very	mild	January.	9		—	used	with	words	like	bit	and	little	to	form	phrases	that	describe	quantity,	amount,	or	degree	It's	getting	a	little	late.	10		—	used	in	phrases	that	describe	how	often	something	occurs,	how
fast	something	is	going,	etc.	They	meet	twice	a	week.	[=twice	each	week]	The	car	was	traveling	at	a	hundred	miles	an	[=per]	hour.	Could	I	get	a	few	people	to	explain	the	difference	in	pronunciation	between	a,	á,	ã,	â	and	à	in	Portuguese	using	English	comparisons	(if	possible)?	I	can't	seem	to	find	a	thread	or	other	Web	site	that	addresses	them	each
clearly.	Thanks!	1.	"á	and	à"	are	the	same,	but	just	"á"	does	not	exist.	When	using	just	the	character	"a",	the	correct	is	"à".	The	pronunciation	is	practically	the	same	as	"o"	in	"ouch".	2.	"ã	and	a"	are	the	same	and	are	practically	the	same	as	"un"	in	"under".	When	used	as	a	letter,	"a"	has	the	same	pronunciation	as	"à".	Again,	just	"ã"	does	not	exist.	3.
"â"	is	the	same	as	"ã".	Again,	just	â"	does	not	exist.	This	is	the	general	pronunciation.	It	all	depends	on	the	word	in	question.	Especially	the	character	"a".	Examples:	Anda!	-	Come!	or	Walk!	(both	"a"	have	the	same	pronunciation	as	"ã".)	Calma	-	Calm	(first	"a"	=	"à"	and	second	"a"	=	"ã".	I	think	that	in	Brazil,	both	are	pronounced	"à")	Last	edited:	Sep
11,	2014	Examples:	Anda!	-	Come!	or	Walk!	(both	"a"	have	the	same	pronunciation	as	"ã".)	Calma	-	Calm	(first	"a"	=	"à"	and	second	"a"	=	"ã".	I	think	that	in	Brazil,	both	are	pronounced	"à")	Depende	do	lugar	do	Brasil,	na	Bahia	é	assim	mesmo	como	você	disse	e	boa	parte	do	Nordeste.	Mas	no	resto	do	país	é	[ɐ].	Á	and	À	are	an	open	A	(like	in	start),
while	Â	is	a	closed	A	(like	in	bird).	The	Ã	is	just	a	nasal	closed	A.	The	IPA	symbols	are:	Á/À:	a	Â:	ɐ	Ã:	ɐ	̃Ê:	e	É:	ɛ	Ô:	o	Ó:	ɔ	Last	Updated	onJune	9,	20241.	A	(letter):	The	first	letter	of	the	English	alphabet,	known	as	a	vowel.	2.	A	(article):	Used	as	an	indefinite	article	before	words	that	begin	with	a	consonant	sound.	"A"	serves	as	both	a	fundamental
component	of	the	English	language	as	a	letter	and	as	an	article	that	precedes	nouns.	Its	simplicity	belies	its	crucial	role	in	language	structure	and	comprehension,	inviting	readers	to	delve	deeper	into	its	varied	applications	and	significance.	"A"	Definition:	What	Does	"A"	Mean?	"A"	is	more	than	just	the	first	letter	of	the	alphabet;	it's	a	symbol	with
extensive	uses	and	meanings.	Let's	explore	its	various	definitions	and	the	contexts	in	which	it	appears.	Definition	of	"A":	Alphabetical	Character	The	letter	"A"	is	the	first	letter	of	the	English	alphabet	and	is	used	in	both	uppercase	and	lowercase	forms.	It	represents	one	of	the	most	basic	vowel	sounds	in	many	languages,	fundamental	in	reading,
writing,	and	phonetics.	Definition	of	"A":	Musical	Note	In	music,	"A"	refers	to	a	specific	pitch	and	note	in	the	diatonic	scale,	which	is	crucial	for	tuning	instruments	like	the	piano	and	guitar.	This	note	can	vary	in	pitch	depending	on	the	musical	context	and	standard	tuning	practices.	Definition	of	"A":	Symbol	of	Excellence	As	a	grade,	"A"	often
represents	the	highest	level	of	performance	in	academic	and	various	evaluative	contexts,	signifying	excellence	and	superior	achievement.	Parts	of	Speech	The	usage	of	"A"	varies	significantly	between	its	functions	as	a	letter	and	as	a	word.	As	a	letter,	it	is	a	noun.	As	an	article,	it	functions	grammatically	to	modify	nouns	and	is	classified	as	an	indefinite
article.	As	a	letter:	"A"	is	used	in	every	aspect	of	English	writing	and	is	fundamental	in	literacy.	As	an	article:	Besides	its	primary	use,	"a"	appears	in	idiomatic	expressions	and	fixed	phrases.	How	to	Pronounce	"A"?	Pronouncing	"A"	can	vary	depending	on	its	use	in	words	and	the	accent	of	the	speaker.	The	letter	"A"	alone	is	pronounced	as	/eɪ/,	like	the
word	"ace."	Phonetic	Pronunciation:	/eɪ/	Synonyms	of	"A":	Other	Ways	to	Say	"A"	As	an	article,	"a"	has	limited	synonyms,	primarily	another	indefinite	article:	An:	Used	before	words	that	begin	with	vowel	sounds	(e.g.,	an	apple).	Antonyms	of	"A":	Other	Ways	to	Say	"A"	Antonyms	for	"A"	as	an	article	focus	on	specificity	rather	than	generality:	The:	Used
before	specific	or	previously	mentioned	items	(e.g.,	the	car	we	saw	yesterday).	Examples	of	"A"	in	a	Sentence	To	illustrate	the	usage	of	"A"	in	various	contexts,	here	are	ten	examples:	1.	I	saw	a	bird	in	the	garden	this	morning.	2.	She	is	learning	to	play	a	new	song	on	the	piano.	3.	He	had	a	cookie	with	his	tea.	4.	They	went	to	a	movie	last	night.	5.	She
took	a	quick	glance	at	the	report.	6.	It's	a	long	way	from	here	to	the	nearest	gas	station.	7.	Can	you	give	me	a	hand	with	this?	8.	He	didn’t	have	a	clear	idea	of	what	was	expected.	9.	She	adopted	a	puppy	from	the	shelter.	10.	They	built	a	snowman	together.	Frequency	of	Use	"A"	is	among	the	most	frequently	used	words	in	the	English	language.	Its
application	as	an	article	makes	it	indispensable	in	both	spoken	and	written	contexts.	Variants	of	"A"	While	"A"	itself	has	no	variants	as	a	letter,	its	usage	as	an	article	allows	for	some	flexibility	depending	on	the	following	word.	1.	An:	Used	before	vowel	sounds.	Related	Terms	to	"A"	As	a	foundational	element	of	English,	several	terms	relate	to	"A":	1.
Alphabet:	The	set	of	letters	used	in	a	language.	2.	Article:	A	word	used	to	modify	nouns,	of	which	"a"	is	an	example.	3.	Grammar:	The	study	of	words	and	their	functions,	within	which	"a"	is	categorically	discussed.	Etymology:	History	and	Origins	of	"A"	The	letter	"A"	traces	its	roots	back	to	an	ancient	pictograph	that	may	have	depicted	an	ox	head.	This
symbol	evolved	through	various	languages,	including	Phoenician,	Greek,	and	Latin,	and	arrived	in	English	from	the	Old	French	influence	on	the	language.	Derivatives	and	Compounds	of	"A"	While	"A"	does	not	form	derivatives,	it	is	part	of	numerous	compound	words	and	phrases.	1.	A-frame:	A	type	of	architectural	structure.	2.	A-side:	The	primary	side
of	a	vinyl	record.	Common	Misspellings	of	"A"	As	a	single	letter	and	as	an	article,	"A"	is	rarely	misspelled	due	to	its	simplicity.	1.	Ah:	Incorrectly	used	when	the	letter	"A"	is	intended.	2.	Aw:	A	common	confusion	when	attempting	to	write	the	sound	made	by	"A."	10	Idioms	Similar	to	"A"	Idioms	often	include	"A"	as	an	article	integral	to	their	meaning:	1.
A	dime	a	dozen.	2.	A	piece	of	cake.	3.	A	drop	in	the	bucket.	4.	A	cut	above.	5.	A	close	shave.	6.	A	stone's	throw	away.	7.	A	tough	nut	to	crack.	8.	A	shot	in	the	dark.	9.	A	sight	for	sore	eyes.	10.	A	blessing	in	disguise.	10	Common	Questions	About	"A"	1.	Why	is	"A"	used	as	an	article?	"A"	is	used	as	an	indefinite	article	to	refer	to	any	instance	of	a	noun	that
is	not	specific	or	previously	known	to	the	listener	or	reader.	2.	Can	"A"	be	used	before	any	noun?	No,	"A"	is	used	before	nouns	that	begin	with	a	consonant	sound,	while	"an"	is	used	before	nouns	with	a	vowel	sound.	3.	Why	is	"A"	the	first	letter	of	the	alphabet?	Its	position	as	the	first	letter	is	due	to	historical	evolution	from	ancient	languages	where	the
similar	symbol	represented	a	familiar	and	important	concept.	4.	Is	"A"	always	pronounced	the	same	way?	No,	the	pronunciation	of	"A"	can	vary	depending	on	its	position	in	words	and	the	dialect	of	English	being	spoken.	5.	How	can	one	teach	a	child	the	concept	of	"A"	as	an	article?	Introducing	"A"	through	simple,	tangible	examples,	like	"a	ball"	or	"a
dog,"	can	help	a	child	understand	its	use	as	a	non-specific	article.	6.	What	are	some	challenges	non-native	speakers	face	with	"A"?	Non-native	speakers	often	struggle	with	when	to	use	"a"	versus	"an"	and	the	various	sounds	"A"	represents.	7.	Does	"A"	appear	in	any	important	English	idioms?	Yes,	many	idioms,	such	as	"a	piece	of	cake"	(something	very
easy),	incorporate	"A"	prominently.	8.	What	is	the	historical	significance	of	"A"?	"A"	has	been	fundamental	in	the	development	of	writing	systems	and	literacy,	representing	essential	sounds	and	concepts.	9.	Are	there	any	games	that	help	with	learning	"A"?	Alphabet	games	and	spelling	bees	often	emphasize	the	importance	and	versatility	of	"A"	in
English.	10.	How	is	"A"	used	in	digital	communication?	In	digital	communication,	"A"	is	ubiquitous,	used	in	both	texting	and	formal	writing	to	signify	various	meanings	as	both	a	letter	and	an	article.	Conclusion	The	letter	and	article	"A"	are	indispensable	in	the	English	language,	used	as	an	indefinite	article	before	words	that	begin	with	a	consonant
sound.	Its	simplicity	makes	it	an	essential	tool	for	communication,	meriting	a	deeper	appreciation	and	active	usage	in	daily	life.	We	encourage	you	to	share	this	article	on	Twitter	and	Facebook.	Just	click	those	two	links	-	you'll	see	why.It's	important	to	share	the	news	to	spread	the	truth.	Most	people	won't.	AThe	first	letter	of	the	European	alphabets,
has,	in	the	English	language,	three	different	sounds,	which	may	be	termed	the	broad,	open,	and	slender.	The	broad	sound	resembling	that	of	the	German	a	is	found,	in	many	of	our	monosyllables,	as	all,	wall,	malt,	salt;	in	which	a	is	pronounced	as	au	in	cause,	or	aw	in	law.	Many	of	these	words	were	anciently	written	with	au,	as	fault,	waulk;	which
happens	to	be	still	retained	in	fault.	This	was	probably	the	ancient	sound	of	the	Saxons,	since	it	is	almost	uniformly	preserved	in	the	rustic	pronunciation,	and	the	Northern	dialects,	as	maun	for	man,	haund	for	hand.	A	open,	not	unlike	the	a	of	the	Italians,	is	found	in	father,	rather,	and	more	obscurely	in	fancy,	fast,	&c.	A	slender	or	close,	is	the
peculiar	a	of	the	English	language,	resembling	the	sound	of	the	French	e	masculine,	or	diphthong	ai	in	païs,	or	perhaps	a	middle	sound	between	them,	or	between	the	a	and	e;	to	this	the	Arabic	a	is	said	nearly	to	approach.	Of	this	sound	we	have	examples	in	the	words,	place,	face,	waste,	and	all	those	that	terminate	in	ation;	as,	relation,	nation,
generation.	A	is	short,	as,	glass,	grass;	or	long,	as,	glaze,	graze:	it	is	marked	long,	generally,	by	an	e	final,	plane,	or	by	an	i	added,	as,	plain.A,	an	article	set	before	nouns	of	the	singular	number;	a	man,	a	tree;	denoting	the	number	one,	as,	a	man	is	coming,	that	is,	no	more	than	one;or	an	indefinite	indication,	as,	a	man	may	come	this	way;	that	is,	any
man.	This	article	has	no	plural	signification.	Before	a	word	beginning	with	a	vowel,	it	is	written	an,	as,	an	ox,	an	egg,	of	which	a	is	the	contraction.A	is	sometimes	a	noun;	as,	a	great	A,	a	little	a.A	is	placed	before	a	participle,	or	participial	noun;	and	is	considered	by	Wallis	as	a	contraction	of	at,	when	it	is	put	before	a	word	denoting	some	action	not	yet
finished;	as,	I	am	a	walking.It	also	seems	to	be	anciently	contracted	from	at,	when	placed	before	local	surnames;	as,	Thomas	a	Becket.In	other	cases,	it	seems	to	signify	to,	like	the	French	à.	A	hunting	Chloë	went.	Matthew	Prior.	They	go	a	begging	to	a	bankrupt’s	door.	Dryd.	May	pure	contents	for	ever	pitch	their	tentsUpon	these	downs,	these	meads,
these	rocks,	these	mountains,And	peace	still	slumber	by	these	purling	fountains!Which	we	may	every	yearFind	when	we	come	a	fishing	here.	Henry	Wotton.	Now	the	men	fell	a	rubbing	of	armour,	which	a	great	while	had	lain	oiled;	the	magazines	of	munition	are	viewed;	the	officers	of	remains	called	to	account.	Henry	Wotton.	Another	falls	a	ringing	a
Pescennius	Niger,	and	judiciously	distinguishes	the	sound	of	it	to	be	modern.	Joseph	Addison,	on	medals.A	has	a	peculiar	signification,	denoting	the	proportion	of	one	thing	to	another.	Thus	we	say,	The	landlord	hath	a	hundred	a	year;	The	ship’s	crew	gained	a	thousand	pounds	a	man.	The	river	Inn,	that	had	been	hitherto	shut	up	among	mountains,
passes	generally	through	a	wide	open	country,	during	all	its	course	through	Bavaria;	which	is	a	voyage	of	two	days,	after	the	rate	of	twenty	leagues	a	day.	Joseph	Addison,	on	Italy.	For	cloves	and	nutmegs	to	the	line-a,And	even	for	oranges	to	China.	Dryden.A,	in	composition,	seems	to	have	sometimes	the	power	of	the	French	a	in	these	phrases,	a
droit,	a	gauche,	&c.	and	sometimes	to	be	contracted	from	at;	as,	aside,	aslope,	afoot,	asleep,	athirst,	aware.	If	this,	which	he	avouches,	does	appear,There	is	no	flying	hence,	nor	tarrying	here.I	gin	to	be	a	weary	of	the	sun;And	wish	the	state	of	the	world	were	now	undone.	William	Shakespeare,	Macbeth.	And	now	a	breeze	from	shore	began	to	blow,The
sailors	ship	their	oars,	and	cease	to	row;Then	hoist	their	yards	a-trip,	and	all	their	sailsLet	fall,	to	court	the	wind,	and	catch	the	gales.	John	Dryden,	Ceyx	and	Alcyone.A,	in	abbreviations,	stands	for	artium,	or	arts;	as,	A.B.	bachelor	of	arts,	artium	baccalaureus;	A.M.	master	of	arts,	artium	magister;	or,	anno;	as,	A.D.	anno	domini.	a,	A	/eɪ/	n	(	pl	a's,	A's,
As)	the	first	letter	and	first	vowel	of	the	modern	English	alphabet	any	of	several	speech	sounds	represented	by	this	letter,	in	English	as	in	take,	bag,	calm,	shortage,	or	cobraAlso	called:	alpha	the	first	in	a	series,	esp	the	highest	grade	or	mark,	as	in	an	examinationfrom	A	to	Z	⇒	from	start	to	finish,	thoroughly	and	in	detaila	/ə;	(stressed	or	emphatic)	eɪ/
determiner	(indefinite	article;	used	before	an	initial	consonant)	used	preceding	a	singular	countable	noun,	if	the	noun	is	not	previously	specified	or	known:	a	dog,	a	terrible	disappointment	used	preceding	a	noun	or	determiner	of	quantity:	a	cupful,	a	dozen	eggs,	a	great	many,	to	read	a	lotpreceded	by	once,	twice,	several	times,	etc:	each	or	every;	per:
once	a	day,	two	pounds	fifty	a	pound	a	certain;	one:	to	change	policy	at	a	stroke,	a	Mr	Khan	called	(preceded	by	not)	any	at	all:	not	a	hopeCompare	an1See	the1a	/ə/	vb	an	informal	or	dialect	word	for	havea	/ə/	prep	(usually	linked	to	the	preceding	noun)	an	informal	form	of	ofA	symbol	for	a	note	having	a	frequency	of	440	hertz	(A	above	middle	C)	or
this	value	multiplied	or	divided	by	any	power	of	2;	the	sixth	note	of	the	scale	of	C	major	the	major	or	minor	key	having	this	note	as	its	tonic	a	human	blood	type	of	the	ABO	group,	containing	the	A	antigen	(in	Britain)	a	major	arterial	road	ampere(s)	absolute	(temperature)	area	(in	combination)	atomic:	an	A-bomb,	an	A-plant	a	universal	affirmative
categorical	proposition,	such	as	all	men	are	mortal:	often	symbolized	as	SaP	Compare	E,	I2,	O1	a	person	whose	job	is	in	top	management,	or	who	holds	a	senior	administrative	or	professional	position	(as	modifier):	an	A	worker	See	also	occupation	groupingsÅ	symbol	for
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