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This	article	reflects	the	APA	7th	edition	guidelines.	Click	here	for	APA	6th	edition	guidelines.	On	the	APA	reference	page,	you	list	all	the	sources	that	you’ve	cited	in	your	paper.	The	list	starts	on	a	new	page	right	after	the	body	text.	Follow	these	instructions	to	set	up	your	APA	reference	page:	Place	the	section	label	“References”	in	bold	at	the	top	of
the	page	(centered).	Order	the	references	alphabetically.	Double-space	all	text.	Apply	a	hanging	indent	of	0.5	inches.	Generate	accurate	APA	citations	with	Scribbr	Setting	up	the	APA	reference	page	APA	alphabetization	guidelines	References	are	ordered	alphabetically	by	the	first	author’s	last	name.	If	the	author	is	unknown,	order	the	reference	entry
by	the	first	meaningful	word	of	the	title	(ignoring	articles:	“the”,	“a”,	or	“an”).	Word	processors	like	Word	or	Google	Docs	and	citation	generators	can	usually	order	the	reference	list	automatically.	However,	ordering	becomes	challenging	when	citing	multiple	works	by	the	same	author	or	works	by	authors	with	the	same	last	name.	Our	in-depth	article
on	ordering	references	in	APA	Style	explains	what	to	do	in	these	situations.	Which	sources	to	include	on	the	reference	page	Only	include	references	for	sources	cited	in	the	body	text	(with	an	APA	in-text	citation).	Don’t	include	references	for:	For	some	student	papers,	it’s	common	to	describe	or	evaluate	the	source	in	an	annotation.	These	annotations
are	placed	on	a	new	line	below	the	corresponding	reference	entry.	The	entire	annotation	is	indented	0.5	inches.	If	an	annotation	consists	of	multiple	paragraphs,	the	first	line	of	the	second	and	any	subsequent	paragraphs	is	indented	an	additional	0.5	inches.	Creating	APA	references	The	format	of	an	APA	reference	differs	depending	on	the	source
type.	Play	around	with	the	options	in	the	Scribbr	Example	Generator	to	get	familiar	with	APA	Style.	Scribbr	Citation	Generator	With	Scribbr’s	free	APA	citation	generator	you	can	easily	cite	your	sources	according	to	the	new	7th	edition	guidelines.	It’s	accurate,	fast,	and	easy	to	use.	Give	it	a	try!	Scribbr	Citation	Generator	APA	citation	examples
Check	out	Scribbr’s	citation	examples	to	learn	more	about	citing	each	type	of	source,	ranging	from	books	and	journals	to	podcasts	and	tweets!	This	article	reflects	the	APA	7th	edition	guidelines.	Click	here	for	APA	6th	edition	guidelines.	An	APA	Style	citation	for	a	journal	article	includes	the	author	name(s),	publication	year,	article	title,	journal	name,
volume	and	issue	number,	page	range	of	the	article,	and	a	DOI	(if	available).	Use	the	buttons	below	to	explore	the	format.	Generate	accurate	APA	citations	with	Scribbr	Basic	format	for	an	APA	journal	citation	The	article	title	appears	in	plain	text	and	sentence	case,	while	the	journal	name	is	italicized	and	in	title	case	(all	major	words	capitalized).	APA
format	Last	name,	Initials.	(Year).	Article	title.	Journal	Name,	Volume(Issue),	Page	range.	DOI	or	URL	APA	reference	entry	Mounier-Kuhn,	P.	(2012).	Computer	science	in	French	universities:	Early	entrants	and	latecomers.	Information	&	Culture:	A	Journal	of	History,	47(4),	414–456.	APA	in-text	citation	(Mounier-Kuhn,	2012)	When	viewing	a	journal
article	online,	the	required	information	can	usually	be	found	on	the	access	page.	Articles	published	only	in	PDF	form	sometimes	provide	an	e-locator	instead	of	a	page	range;	in	this	case,	include	the	e-locator	in	your	citation.	Linking	to	online	journal	articles	A	DOI	should	always	be	used	where	available.	Some	databases	do	not	list	one,	but	you	may
still	find	one	by	looking	for	the	same	article	on	another	database.	You	don’t	need	to	include	the	name	of	the	database	in	your	citation.	If	no	DOI	is	available	and	the	article	was	accessed	through	a	database,	do	not	include	a	URL.	If	the	article	is	not	from	a	database,	but	from	another	website	(e.g.	the	journal’s	own	website),	you	should	ideally	use	a
stable	URL:	this	is	often	provided	under	a	“share”	button.	Otherwise,	copy	the	URL	from	your	browser’s	address	bar.	Citing	unpublished	journal	articles	When	citing	from	an	article	that	has	not	yet	been	formally	published,	the	format	varies	depending	on	whether	or	not	it	has	already	been	submitted	to	a	journal.	Note	that	different	formats	are	used
for	unpublished	dissertations	and	raw	data.	Unpublished	article	The	text	of	an	article	which	has	not	yet	appeared	online	or	in	publication	(i.e.	which	is	only	available	directly	from	the	author)	should	be	cited	as	an	“Unpublished	manuscript.”	The	title	is	italicized	and	information	about	the	author’s	university	is	included	if	available:	APA	format	Last
name,	Initials.	(Year).	Article	title	[Unpublished	manuscript].	Department	Name,	University	Name.	APA	reference	entry	Smith,	J.	M.,	&	Davis,	H.	(2019).	Language	acquisition	among	autistic	children	[Unpublished	manuscript].	Department	of	Psychology,	University	of	Notre	Dame.	APA	in-text	citation	(Smith	&	Davis,	2019)	An	article	that	has	been
submitted	to	a	journal	but	not	yet	accepted	is	cited	as	a	“Manuscript	submitted	for	publication.”	The	title	is	italicized,	and	the	name	of	the	journal	to	which	it	was	submitted	is	not	included:	APA	format	Last	name,	Initials.	(Year).	Article	title	[Manuscript	submitted	for	publication].	Department	Name,	University	Name.	APA	reference	entry	Smith,	J.	M.,
&	Davis,	H.	(2019).	Language	acquisition	among	autistic	children	[Manuscript	submitted	for	publication].	Department	of	Psychology,	University	of	Notre	Dame.	APA	in-text	citation	(Smith	&	Davis,	2019)	Article	in	press	An	article	that	has	been	submitted	and	accepted	for	publication	in	a	journal	is	cited	as	“in	press.”	Here,	the	name	of	the	journal	is
included,	university	information	is	omitted,	and	“in	press”	is	written	in	place	of	the	year	(both	in	the	reference	list	and	the	in-text	citation):	APA	format	Last	name,	Initials.	(in	press).	Article	title.	Journal	Name.	APA	reference	entry	Smith,	J.	M.,	&	Davis,	H.	(in	press).	Language	acquisition	among	autistic	children.	Journal	of	Developmental	Psychology.
APA	in-text	citation	(Smith	&	Davis,	in	press)	Special	issue	of	a	journal	If	you	want	to	cite	a	special	issue	of	a	journal	rather	than	a	regular	article,	the	name(s)	of	the	editor(s)	and	the	title	of	the	issue	appear	in	place	of	the	author’s	name	and	article	title:	APA	format	Last	name,	Initials.	(Ed.	or	Eds.).	(Year).	Title	of	issue	[Special	issue].	Journal	Name,
Volume(Issue).	APA	reference	entry	Pollak,	S.	D.,	Camras,	L.	A.,	&	Cole,	P.	M.	(Eds.).	(2019).	New	perspectives	on	the	development	of	human	emotion	[Special	issue].	Developmental	Psychology,	55(9).	APA	in-text	citation	(Pollak	et	al.,	2019)	Note	that	if	you	want	to	cite	an	individual	article	from	the	special	issue,	it	can	just	be	cited	in	the	basic	format
for	journal	articles.	Frequently	asked	questions	about	APA	Style	citations	When	should	I	include	a	DOI	or	URL	in	an	APA	journal	citation?	In	an	APA	journal	citation,	if	a	DOI	(digital	object	identifier)	is	available	for	an	article,	always	include	it.	If	an	article	has	no	DOI,	and	you	accessed	it	through	a	database	or	in	print,	just	omit	the	DOI.	If	an	article
has	no	DOI,	and	you	accessed	it	through	a	website	other	than	a	database	(for	example,	the	journal’s	own	website),	include	a	URL	linking	to	the	article.	How	do	I	format	a	DOI	in	APA	Style?	Include	the	DOI	at	the	very	end	of	the	APA	reference	entry.	If	you’re	using	the	6th	edition	APA	guidelines,	the	DOI	is	preceded	by	the	label	“doi:”.	In	the	7th
edition,	the	DOI	is	preceded	by	‘	��.	6th	edition:	doi:10.1177/0894439316660340	7th	edition:	APA	citation	example	(7th	edition)	Hawi,	N.	S.,	&	Samaha,	M.	(2016).	The	relations	among	social	media	addiction,	self-esteem,	and	life	satisfaction	in	university	students.	Social	Science	Computer	Review,	35(5),	576–586.	How	many	authors	do	I	include	in
an	APA	reference	list	entry?	You	may	include	up	to	20	authors	in	a	reference	list	entry.	When	an	article	has	more	than	20	authors,	replace	the	names	prior	to	the	final	listed	author	with	an	ellipsis,	but	do	not	omit	the	final	author:	Davis,	Y.,	Smith,	J.,	Caulfield,	F.,	Pullman,	H.,	Carlisle,	J.,	Donahue,	S.	D.,	James,	F.,	O’Donnell,	K.,	Singh,	J.,	Johnson,	L.,
Streefkerk,	R.,	McCombes,	S.,	Corrieri,	L.,	Valck,	X.,	Baldwin,	F.	M.,	Lorde,	J.,	Wardell,	K.,	Lao,	W.,	Yang,	P.,	.	.	.	O’Brien,	T.	(2012).	You	have	already	voted.	Thanks	:-)	Your	vote	is	saved	:-)	Processing	your	vote...	←Back	to	APA	Citation	Examples	How	to	Reference	a	Journal	Article	in	APA	BibMe	can	create	Journal	Citations	in	APA	automatically!	Use
the	following	template	to	cite	a	journal	article	using	the	APA	citation	format.	We	also	provide	style	guides	for	the	MLA	and	check	out	our	free	APA	citation	maker.	Once	you’re	finished	with	your	citations,	we	can	also	help	you	with	creating	an	APA	title	page.	Citing	a	journal	article	in	APA	(print)	Structure:				Author,	A.	(Publication	Year).	Article	title.
Periodical	Title,	Volume(Issue),	pp-pp.	Example:				Nevin,	A.	(1990).	The	changing	of	teacher	education	special	education.	Teacher	Education	and	Special	Education:	The	Journal	of	the	Teacher	Education	Division	of	the	Council	for	Exceptional	Children,	13(4),	147-148.	Citing	an	online	journal	article	in	APA	Structure:				Author,	A.	(Publication	Year).
Article	title.	Periodical	Title,	Volume(Issue),	pp-pp.	doi:XX.XXXXX	or	Retrieved	from	URL	Example:				Jameson,	J.	(2013).	E-Leadership	in	higher	education:	The	fifth	“age”	of	educational	technology	research.	British	Journal	of	Educational	Technology,	44(6),	889-915.	doi:	10.1111/bjet.12103	Notes:	When	creating	your	online	journal	article	citation,
keep	in	mind:	APA	does	NOT	require	you	to	include	the	date	of	access/retrieval	date	or	database	information	for	electronic	sources.	You	can	use	the	URL	of	the	journal	homepage	if	there	is	no	doi	number	assigned	and	the	reference	was	retrieved	online.	Example:	Retrieved	from	ISSN)1467-
8535;jsessionid=956132F3DE76EEB120577E99EE74CE9C.f04t01	A	doi	(digital	object	identifier)	is	an	assigned	number	that	helps	link	content	to	its	location	on	the	Internet.	It	is	therefore	important,	if	one	is	provided,	to	use	it	when	creating	a	citation.	All	doi	numbers	begin	with	a	10	and	are	separated	by	a	slash.	Citing	unpublished	journal	articles	in
APA	Unpublished	article	Structure:				Author,	A.	(Year).	Article	title.	[Unpublished	manuscript].	Department	Name,	University	Name.	Example:				Allen,	J.	(2020).	The	Landscape	of	US	Public	Health	Education.	[Unpublished	manuscript].	Department	of	Health,	University	of	Texas	Submitted	for	publication	Structure:				Author,	A.	(Year).	Article	title.
[Manuscript	submitted	for	publication].	Department	Name,	University	Name.	Example:			Allen,	J.	(2020).	The	Landscape	of	US	Public	Health	Education.	[Manuscript	submitted	for	publication].	Department	of	Health,	University	of	Texas	Accepted	for	publication	Structure:				Author,	A.	(in	press).	Article	title.	Journal	Name.	Example:			Allen,	J.	(in	press).
The	Landscape	of	US	Public	Health	Education.	Health	Education	Research.	For	more	information	on	how	to	cite	in	APA,	check	out	Cornell.	←Back	to	APA	Citation	Guide	“Most	of	the	basic	material	a	writer	works	with	is	acquired	before	the	age	of	fifteen.”	–	Willa	Cather[/captio	How	do	I	format	a	reference	list	entry	for	an	unpublished	journal	article	in
APA	style?	If	any	journal	article	in	your	reference	list	is	not	yet	published,	then	it	should	be	specifically	mentioned	and	marked	as	an	“Unpublished	manuscript.”	Use	the	below	format	to	understand	and	create	your	own	entry.	Format	Last	Name,	Initials.	(Year).	Title	[Unpublished	manuscript].	Name	of	the	Department,	Name	of	the	University.	Example
Rajeshwari,	K.L.,	&	Kernool,	L.	(2021).	A	microscopic	view	into	the	minds	of	toddlers.	[Unpublished	manuscript].	Department	of	Psychology,	University	of	Hogsworth.	What	do	I	include	for	a	citation	if	there	is	no	DOI	number	for	a	journal	in	APA	style?	For	a	reference	entry	for	a	journal	article	without	a	DOI,	include	the	author	name(s),	the	date
published,	the	article’s	title,	the	journal’s	title,	and	if	applicable,	the	volume	number,	issue	number,	and	page	range.	Reference	Example	Müller,	R.	D.,	Royer,	J.	Y.,	&	Lawver,	L.	A.	(1993).	Revised	plate	motions	relative	to	the	hotspots	from	combined	Atlantic	and	Indian	Ocean	hotspot	tracks.	Journal	of	Petrology,	21(4),	275–278.	For	in-text	citations,
include	the	author’s	last	name(s)	and	the	year	of	publication	in	the	following	formats:	Example	for	1	author	Parenthetical	Citation:	(Wilson,	1963)	Narrative	Citation:	Wilson	(1963)…	Example	for	2	authors	Parenthetical	Citation:	(Koppers	&	Watts,	2010)	Narrative	Citation:	Koppers	and	Watts	(2010)…	Example	for	3+	authors	Parenthetical	Citation:
(Müller	et	al.,	1993)	Narrative	Citation:	Muller	et	al.	(1993)…
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