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not (not comparable) Negates the meaning of the modified verb. Did you take out the trash? — No, I did not. I do not think it was my turn, was it? Not knowing any better, I went ahead. It was felt desirable that she not leave school before fourteen. I'd rather MoM (did) not stay, cuz the best thing about a holiday is not working. Not a day passes when I
don't regret not having enrolled in medicine. 1973 November 17, Richard Milhous Nixon, Orlando press conference: People have got to know whether or not their president is a crook. Well, I'm not a crook. I've earned everything I've got. 1991 September, Stephen Fry, chapter 2, in The Liar, London: Heinemann, —=ISBN, section I, page 42:The sound of
Abba singing ‘Dancing Queen’ had started up in a room the other side of the court. Adrian slammed the window shut. That’ll teach you to throw things out of the window,’ said Gary.‘It’ll teach me not to throw things out of the window.” 1998 January 26, William Jefferson Clinton, White House press conference: I want to say one thing to the American
people. I want you to listen to me. I'm going to say this again: I did not have sexual relations with that woman, Miss Lewinsky. 2016, VOA Learning English (public domain) Oh, Pete. This is not the gym. — That’s right, Anna. This is the mailroom. To no degree. That is not red; it's green. 1984 December 22, John Stout, “Home for the Holidays: Survival
Strategies for Gays”, in Gay Community News, volume 12, number 23, page 5:Expectation: Everybody in the family has to love everybody else.Reaction: Not the ghost of Christmas past, present, or future could pull this one off unless feeling is already there. (litotes) Used to indicate the opposite or near opposite, often in a form of understatement. That
day was not the best day of my life. (meaning the day was bad or awful) It was not my favorite movie of all time. (meaning the speaker dislikes or strongly dislikes the movie) In the not too distant future my view on the matter might be not a million miles away from yours. I wonder if I shouldn't see a doctor - I've been feeling funny the last few days.
Used before a determiner phrase, a pronominal phrase etc. to convey a negative attitude (e.g. denial, sadness, anger) towards something. Oh god, not that! Anything but that! (ironic, informal, originally African-American Vernacular) Used before a non-finite clause (especially a gerund-participial clause) or less commonly a determiner phrase to
ironically convey some attitude (e.g. surprise, incredulity, amusement, embarrassment) towards something. [attested since the late 2000s, popularized around 2020][1][2] Not me writing example sentences again. — Oh my, there I go writing example sentences again! 2023 July 8, @brielarson [Brie Larson], Twitter[1]:Not me crying by the end of that!!
You are a brilliant, beautiful human who deserves no less than the world. Thank you for taking the time to watch unicorn store. It’s a film that means so much to me. 2023 December 9, “Keke Palmer and Darius Jackson: A Complete Relationship Timeline”, in Glamour[2]: In modern usage, do-support requires that the form do not ... (or don'’t ...) be
preferred to ... not for all but a short list of verbs (be, have, can, could, shall, should, will, would, may, might, must, need, ought): They do not sow. (modern) vs. They sow not. (KJB) American usage tends to prefer don’t have or haven’t got to have not or haven’t, except when have is used as an auxiliary (or in the idiom have-not): I don’t have a clue orI
haven’t got a clue. (US) I haven’t a clue or I haven’t got a clue. (outside US) I haven’t been to Spain. (universal) The verb need is only directly negated when used as an auxiliary; this usage is rare in the US but common elsewhere. You don’t need to trouble yourself. (common in US) You needn’t trouble yourself. (common outside US) I don’t need any
eggs today. (universal) The verb dare can sometimes be directly negated. The verb do, as a main verb, takes do not. Don't do that. Don't be silly. (not *Be not silly.) In the infinitive, verbs must be negated directly. In this case not cannot appear after the verb; some authorities recommend placing it before to to avoid aThe forms "to do" and "not to do"
are often used interchangeably, but in formal English, the correct usage is to use "not" before the verb, rather than with it. For example: I wanted not to go or I wanted to not go. (Note the difference between this and I didn't want to go, where "want" is the verb being negated.) In the subjunctive mood, do-support is not used for negation; not is placed
by itself, or with should, immediately before the verb it modifies, even be: They suggested that he (should) not do it. The law requires that it (should) not be done. In other languages, the word "not" has different forms: Arabic: ¥ (ar) (1a) Assamese: [JJ[J] (nohoy) Chinese: Mandarin: <& (zh) (bt shi) Czech: ne (cs), nikoliv (cs) Dutch: geen (nl), niet (nl)
Estonian: mitte (et) Finnish: eika (fi) (and conjugated forms) French: pas, non (fr) Galician: non (gl) Georgian: ©o o®o (da ara) German: nicht (de) Greek: 6yt (el) (6chi) Hebrew: 71 (v'16) Hungarian: Icelandic: ekki (is), ei (is) (dated), eigi (dated) Indonesian: bukan Italian: non (it) Japanese: ... TI3%: < (...de wa naku) Kapampangan: alimu (pam), alirin
(pam) Kurdish: Central Kurdish: S« (nek) Malay: bukan Middle English: nought Norwegian: Bokmal: ikke (no) Nynorsk: ikkje (nn) Old English: na Persian: « (fa) (na) Polish: nie (pl), a nie Portuguese: ndo (pt) Romanian: nu (ro) Russian: a He (a ne), He (ru) (ne) Slovak: nie (sk) Spanish: no (es) Sundanese: sanés Swedish: inte (sv), icke (sv), ej (sv) Tatar: Ty
(tugel) Turkish: degil (tr) not! Used to indicate that the previous phrase was meant sarcastically or ironically. [chiefly 1990s]The word "not" has a rich history, originating from Greek ngtoc (nétos), meaning "to swim". It was later adopted into Latin as nota, and from there it entered various European languages, including Old English, where it became
nat. The word evolved to mean "nothing"”, "nobody", and eventually took on multiple meanings, such as indicating a lack or absence. In Middle English, the word "not" was used in conjunction with other words to convey different shades of meaning. For example, "to know not" meant "not to know". The word's usage expanded to include idiomatic
expressions like "to lose one's way", which literally means "not to find". As languages evolved, so did the word "not". In Modern English, it has become an essential part of many idioms and phrases. For instance, saying "I'm not too sure" or "It's not exactly what I wanted" convey different degrees of certainty. not so much, you know? Not is a Boolean
operator that returns a positive result if its operand is negative and a negative result if its operand is positive. It's used to form negative sentences by putting not after the first auxiliary verb or modal. For example: "They are not seen as major problems." In conversation, when not is used after be, have, do, or a modal, it's often pronounced in full.
However, in writing, it's usually represented as n't and added to the verb in front of it. When using not with verbs, you always put it after the auxiliary verb or modal. For instance: "He does not speak English very well." There are two exceptions to this rule. When using not with be, don't use an auxiliary verb. Simply put not after be. For example: "The
program was not a success." Additionally, when have is a main verb, not can sometimes be added without an auxiliary verb, but only in the short forms hasn't, haven't, and hadn't. You usually don't use another negative word like 'nothing’, 'never', or 'none' with not. For example, instead of saying "I don't know nothing about it," you say "I don't know
anything about it." Not can also be used to make a negative statement more polite or less strong by adding really after it. For instance: "It doesn't really matter." When making a negative statement using not and an adjective, you can make the statement less strong by putting very in front of the adjective. However, don't use 'not' in front of words
meaning 'very good.' Not is also used with to-infinitives. You put not in front of to, not after it. For example: "The Prime Minister has asked us not to discuss the issue publicly any more." Not can be used to link two words or expressions by pointing out that something is the case and contrasting it with what's not the case. For instance: "So they went by
plane, not by car." You can also make a similar contrast by changing the order of the words or expressions, putting not in front of the first word or expression and but in front of the second one. Not can be used with surprisingly and unexpectedly to make a negative comment about a statement. For example: "Laura, not surprisingly, disliked discussing
the subject." Not is sometimes used with all and with words beginning with every- to form the subject of a sentence. For instance: "Not all snakes are poisonous." she won't go; she will not go — no ird I don't think she'll come now — ya no creo que venga he asked me not to do it - me pidié que no lo hiciera fear not! — jno temas! I hope not — espero que
no I suppose not = supongo que no tell sb not to do sth — decir a alguien que no haga algo I think not — creo que no not thinking that — sin pensar que... 2. (with pronoun etc) not one — ni uno not me/you — yo/ti no not I! = jyo no! not everybody can do it = no lo puede hacer cualquiera, no todos pueden hacerlo not any more — ya no see also even
B3Collins Spanish Dictionary - Complete and Unabridged 8th Edition 2005 ['npt] adv (with verb) — ne...pas I'm not sure — Je ne suis pas str. You must not do this — Tu ne dois pas faire ¢a. He isn't at home; He's not at home — Il n'est pas chez lui. It's not raining; It isn't raining — Il ne pleut pas. You shouldn't do that — Tu ne devrais pas faire ¢a. They
haven't arrived yet — Ils ne sont pas encore arrivés. (as clause substitute) or not — ou pas Are you coming or not? — Est-ce que tu viens ou pas? I hope not — j'espere que non "Can you lend me £10?" - "I'm afraid not." - "Est-ce que tu peux me préter dix livres?" - "Non, désolé." not at all - pas du tout; (in answer to thanks) — de rien Thank you. - Not at
all — Merci. - De rien. No, not at all = Non, pas du tout. Collins English/French Electronic Resource. adv (in tag or rhetorical questions) it’s hot, isn’t it? or (form) is it not? — es ist heil3, nicht wahr oder nicht? (inf); isn’t it hot? — (es ist) heil$, nicht wahr?, ist das vielleicht heil3!; isn’t he naughty! — ist er nicht frech ?, (er ist) ganz schon frech, nicht! (inf);
you are coming, aren’t you or are you not? — Sie kommen doch, oder? you have got it, haven’t you? — Sie haben es doch, oder?, Sie haben es, nicht wahr?; you like it, don’t you? or (form) do you not? — das gefallt dir, nicht (wahr)?; you are not angry, are you? — Sie sind nicht bose, oder? you are not angry - or are you? — Sie sind doch nicht etwa bose?
Collins German Dictionary - Complete and Unabridged 7th Edition 2005. Collins Italian Dictionary 1st Edition (not) adverb 1. (often abbreviated to n't) a word used for denying, forbidding, refusing, or expressing the opposite of something. I did not see him; I didn't see him; He isn't here; Isn’t he coming?; They told me not to go; Not a single person
came to the party; We're going to London, not Paris; That's not true! I warn you all, do not be swayed by my eloquence, lest you fall prey to the deceits of my words.The storytellers, the accusers who fill me with dread, are those who would make you believe I harbor doubts about the gods' existence.They must have been far gone in illness when I first
knew them, for their voice was always weak and raspy, their smile a pale reflection of its former radiance, and their blue eyes dull from the consumption that ravaged him.I recall people speaking of his once-strong and vigorous self, but to me, he seemed fragile and pale, gentle, patient, and resigned to his fate, knowing that justice would never be
served, only injustice reigning supreme. No and Not: Understanding Negation in English The Learner's Dictionary, an essential resource for students of academic English, features a list of nearby words that cater to learners' needs. Among these, "drowsy" is presented as an adjective that describes a person or thing that appears sleepy. This word
choice helps learners improve their vocabulary by understanding the nuances of emotions and sensations in language. By exploring the Learner's Dictionary, students can enhance their comprehension skills and develop a deeper appreciation for the complexities of academic English.
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