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Anne Bradstreet's "To My Dear and Loving Husband" is a heartfelt poem written around the early 1640s. The autobiographical piece pays tribute to her husband Simon, highlighting their deep love and companionship. As an example of Bradstreet's views on marriage, it showcases American women's writing during the 17th century. During her
lifetime, Bradstreet gained attention for publishing "The Tenth Muse Lately Sprung up in America" in 1650, although many of her notable poems were only published posthumously. Her collection "Several Poems Compiled with Great Variety of Wit and Learning" (1678) featured "To My Dear and Loving Husband," which celebrated family, love, and
faith. Born on March 8, 1612, in Northampton, England, Anne Dudley grew up as a Puritan with her parents Thomas and Dorothy. She married Simon Bradstreet in 1628 and eventually became known by her married name. The couple had eight children and settled in Massachusetts after arriving in America aboard the Arabella in July 1630.
Bradstreet's early life was marked by an excellent education, which enabled her to become a well-read individual even before reaching adulthood. She started writing poetry at age 19 and published "The Tenth Muse Lately Sprung up in America" in 1650, making it the first poetry collection by a female writer in America. Her most personal poems
remained unpublished until after her death, when "Several Poems Compiled with Great Variety of Wit" was released. In 1678, Anne Bradstreet's intimate poems offered a glimpse into the life of a 17th-century Puritan woman, exploring her emotions, social realities, and spiritual beliefs. Her poetry delved into personal topics such as her love for her
husband, her attachment to her children, and her fears of illness and childbirth. Additionally, her poems expressed the complexity of her faith, revealing moments of uncertainty and her desire for a close relationship with God. After a long illness, Bradstreet passed away on September 16, 1672, at the age of 60, in Massachusetts. A commemorative
grave marker was installed in her honor in 2000, solidifying her legacy as an important figure in American literary history. Her poem "To My Dear and Loving Husband" showcases her love and commitment to her husband, Simon, with statements that highlight the mutual and equal nature of their affection. The speaker describes their love as limitless
and priceless, worth more than earthly riches, and sufficient unto itself. She confesses that she cannot repay her husband's love and calls upon heaven to reward him instead. The poem concludes with the speaker urging her husband to nurture their companionship, ensuring the integrity of their marital bond and faith will secure their salvation after
death. The poem employs the rhetorical technique of anaphora, repeating the phrase "If ever" to create a sense of logical design, foreshadowing the theme of time that concludes the poem. By exploring the past and alluding to an eternal future, Bradstreet's poetry creates a strong sense of emotional and spiritual depth. Of the initial three lines, an
anticipation is set, which is then fulfilled in each sentence's second part. The speaker thus emphasizes how her marriage embodies numerous ideals connected with matrimony in her historical era. In this sense, two have paradoxically become one, and each partner deeply loves the other, rendering the love in this marriage not solely one-sided or
unreciprocated. The speaker does not claim that her marriage is uniquely joyful but implies that this level of affection is exceptional and worthy of celebration. With confidence and joy, the tone of the opening lines mirrors that of the entire poem. The first two lines, featuring an "If/then" structure, seem both logical and loving, much like the balanced
marriage the poem celebrates. These lines appear rational in their construction while expressing strong emotion. By line four, the speaker shifts her focus beyond herself and her husband to suggest, to other women, that he is an especially fulfilling partner. Significantly, the entire poem follows a consistent iambic beat, where odd syllables are
unstressed and even syllables are stressed. This pattern's persistence throughout the work underscores how steadfast, predictable, and assured is the love the poem celebrates. Balance is a central feature of the poem as a whole. Thus, line one is balanced in length, structure, and rhyme by line two, and the use of couplets throughout the poem
contributes to this strong sense of equality and symmetry. Lines three through four balance in meaning with line two, while references to "My love" (line seven) are balanced by those to "Thy love" (line nine), where balance involves not only meaning but also sound. The reference to "mines of gold" (line five) is balanced by that to "the riches" of "the
East" (line six), and the balance between past and future between the poem's beginning and end has already been mentioned. Line five mentions a precious solid thing ("gold"), while line seven mentions broad and deep liquids ("rivers"). Here, as in many other ways in this poem, a balanced and symmetrical structure repeatedly seems appropriate to
the balanced, reciprocal relationship the poem describes and celebrates. Thousands of students have improved their grades using expert answers and top-tier study guides. Don't miss out on this opportunity to boost your performance. Cancel anytime if you need to. If you're already a member, log in here to continue your journey. The true meaning of
love should be based on the kind of selfless and unconditional love that comes from God and leads to eternal life. In fact, some form of the word "love" is repeated multiple times throughout this poem, making it impossible to ignore its main theme. The final lines cleverly play on the similar sounds of "love" and "live," suggesting that genuine love is the
key to both earthly happiness and eternal existence. Just as the poem begins by emphasizing logical reasoning to highlight the joys of present love, so it ends by using a similar approach to stress the promise of eternal love. Furthermore, the poem's structure and language display a sense of balance and reciprocity, which is highly fitting for a work
celebrating an ideal marriage. For example, the first and final lines both contain paradoxical statements that highlight the unique qualities of the relationship being described. The entire poem is full of symmetry and balance, reflecting the very principles it extols in its portrayal of a loving marriage.
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