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Archeology	masters	degree

Specialise	in	a	field	you're	passionate	about.	Gain	valuable	hands-on	experience	and	build	your	knowledge	through	our	range	of	option	modules	and	fieldwork	opportunities.	At	York,	we	offer	a	broad	range	of	programmes	across	many	fields	of	archaeology	and	heritage.	You'll	be	taught	by	active	researchers	at	the	forefront	of	archaeological	and
heritage	studies.	You'll	have	access	to	our	unique	and	varied	facilities,	offering	innovative	ways	to	understand	and	interpret	the	past.	Tell	diverse	stories,	and	engage	with	creative	solutions	in	sustainable	archaeology,	conservation	and	heritage.	Study	with	us	and	join	a	vibrant	academic	community	with	a	distinguished	reputation.	Our	facilities
Discover	bespoke	teaching	spaces,	laboratory	facilities,	our	outdoor	experimental	centre	and	other	University	resources,	including	the	Borthwick	Institute	for	Archives	and	the	Archaeology	Data	Service.	You'll	develop	critical	thinking,	communication	and	analysis	skills,	problem-solving	and	creativity	and	innovation,	all	of	which	are	valued	by
employers.	You'll	have	access	to	our	Careers	and	Placements	team	who	can	help	you	devise	a	tailored	career	plan.	They	can	also	alert	you	to	various	internship	opportunities.	Our	graduates	go	on	to	work	in	all	sorts	of	careers	such	as	field	archaeology,	museums,	heritage	organisations	such	as	English	Heritage	and	the	National	Trust,	teaching,	media,
civil	service	and	academia.	Listen	to	their	experiences	(youtube.com).	The	MSc	in	Archaeology	provides	an	opportunity	for	students	to	build	on	their	knowledge	from	undergraduate	studies	and	to	specialise	in	a	particular	area	of	archaeology,	while	also	offering	an	excellent	foundation	for	those	wishing	to	continue	towards	research	at	doctoral	level.	It
also	offers	transferable	skills	which	are	beneficial	to	a	range	of	professional	roles.	During	this	11-month	taught	master's	degree	you	will	specialise	in	a	particular	area	of	archaeology,	and	will	follow	a	subject	stream,	which	will	comprise	four	modules	and	a	dissertation.	The	MSc	in	Archaeology	allows	subject	specialisation,	but	also	flexibility,	by
combining	core	modules	with	an	option	module,	and	topics	chosen	for	your	dissertation	and	summative	pre-set	essays.	If	you	wish	to	specialise	in	the	theory	and	practical	applications	of	science	in	archaeology,	please	consider	applying	to	the	MSc	in	Archaeological	Science	rather	than	the	MSc	in	Archaeology.You	will	choose	from	one	of	the	following
subject	streams:Archaeology	of	AsiaCore	module:	Archaeological	Principles:	Data	and	TheoryThis	core	module,	which	all	students	take	in	the	first	term,	is	designed	to	prepare	you	with	necessary	archaeological	knowledge,	research	and	practical	skills	to	support	your	other	modules	and	dissertation.Example	List	A	modules	-	not	all	modules	are	offered
every	yearChinese	Archaeology	I:	Neolithic	to	Bronze	AgeExample	List	B	modules	-	not	all	modules	are	offered	every	yearChinese	Archaeology	II:	Shang	to	QinInterdisciplinary	Approaches	to	Chinese	CeramicsEarly	Human	Dispersals	in	Asia	and	the	Pacific	Archaeology	of	EurasiaThe	Emergence	of	Farming	in	Western	AsiaOption	moduleThe	fourth
module	is	your	option	module,	taught	in	the	second	term.	This	is	chosen	from	all	available	modules	in	any	stream,	or	an	option	from	the	MSt	in	Classical	Archaeology.	In	some	circumstances	a	subject	taught	in	the	MSc	in	Archaeological	Science	may	be	taken	as	your	option	module	and	is	taught	over	two	terms.Environmental	ArchaeologyCore
module:	Archaeological	Principles:	Data	and	TheoryThis	core	module,	which	all	students	take	in	the	first	term,	is	designed	to	prepare	you	with	necessary	archaeological	knowledge,	research	and	practical	skills	to	support	your	other	modules	and	dissertation.Example	List	A	modules	-	not	all	modules	are	offered	every	yearEnvironmental
ArchaeologyExample	List	B	modules	-	not	all	modules	are	offered	every	yearPractical	ArchaeobotanyThe	Emergence	of	Farming	in	Western	AsiaBio-ArchaeologyOption	moduleThe	fourth	module	is	your	option	module,	taught	in	the	second	term.	This	is	chosen	from	all	available	modules	in	any	stream,	or	an	option	from	the	MSt	in	Classical
Archaeology.	In	some	circumstances	a	subject	taught	in	the	MSc	in	Archaeological	Science	may	be	taken	as	your	option	module	and	is	taught	over	two	terms.Landscape	ArchaeologyCore	module:	Archaeological	Principles:	Data	and	TheoryThis	core	module,	which	all	students	take	in	the	first	term,	is	designed	to	prepare	you	with	necessary
archaeological	knowledge,	research	and	practical	skills	to	support	your	other	modules	and	dissertation.Example	List	A	modules	-	not	all	modules	are	offered	every	yearLandscape	Archaeology	and	Spatial	TechnologyExample	List	B	modules	-	not	all	modules	are	offered	every	yearArchaeology	and	Geographical	Information	SystemsOption	moduleThe
fourth	module	is	your	option	module,	taught	in	the	second	term.	This	is	chosen	from	all	available	modules	in	any	stream,	or	an	option	from	the	MSt	in	Classical	Archaeology.	In	some	circumstances	a	subject	taught	in	the	MSc	in	Archaeological	Science	may	be	taken	as	your	option	module	and	is	taught	over	two	terms.Maritime	ArchaeologyCore
module:	Archaeological	Principles:	Data	and	TheoryThis	core	module,	which	all	students	take	in	the	first	term,	is	designed	to	prepare	you	with	necessary	archaeological	knowledge,	research	and	practical	skills	to	support	your	other	modules	and	dissertation.Example	List	A	modules	-	not	all	modules	are	offered	every	yearExample	List	B	modules	-	not
all	modules	are	offered	every	yearMaritime	ArchaeologyMethods	and	Techniques	in	Maritime	ArchaeologyOption	moduleThe	fourth	module	is	your	option	module,	taught	in	the	second	term.	This	is	chosen	from	all	available	modules	in	any	stream,	or	an	option	from	the	MSt	in	Classical	Archaeology.	In	some	circumstances	a	subject	taught	in	the	MSc
in	Archaeological	Science	may	be	taken	as	your	option	module	and	is	taught	over	two	terms.Medieval	ArchaeologyCore	module:	Archaeological	Principles:	Data	and	TheoryThis	core	module,	which	all	students	take	in	the	first	term,	is	designed	to	prepare	you	with	necessary	archaeological	knowledge,	research	and	practical	skills	to	support	your	other
modules	and	dissertation.Example	List	A	modules	-	not	all	modules	are	offered	every	yearEurope	in	the	Early	Middle	Ages	(AD	400	-	900)Archaeology	of	Later	Medieval	EuropeExample	List	B	modules	-	not	all	modules	are	offered	every	yearArchaeology	of	Early	Anglo-Saxon	EnglandArchaeology	of	Late	Saxon	EnglandBody	and	Adornment:	Material
Culture	of	Later	Medieval	Britain	(AD	1200	-	1600)Byzantine	ConstantinopleArchaeology	of	Lived	Religion	in	Late	AntiquityLate	Roman	and	Byzantine	ArchitectureOption	moduleThe	fourth	module	is	your	option	module,	taught	in	the	second	term.	This	is	chosen	from	all	available	modules	in	any	stream,	or	an	option	from	the	MSt	in	Classical
Archaeology.	In	some	circumstances	a	subject	taught	in	the	MSc	in	Archaeological	Science	may	be	taken	as	your	option	module	and	is	taught	over	two	terms.Prehistory	and	Pre-colonial	ArchaeologyCore	module:	Archaeological	Principles:	Data	and	TheoryThis	core	module,	which	all	students	take	in	the	first	term,	is	designed	to	prepare	you	with
necessary	archaeological	knowledge,	research	and	practical	skills	to	support	your	other	modules	and	dissertation.Example	List	A	modules	-	not	all	modules	are	offered	every	yearEuropean	Prehistory	from	the	Mesolithic	to	the	Bronze	AgeFarming	and	States	in	Sub-Saharan	AfricaArchaeological	Method	and	TheoryExample	List	B	modules	-	not	all
modules	are	offered	every	yearArchaeology	of	Southern	African	Hunter-GatherersEarly	Human	Dispersals	in	Asia	and	the	Pacific	Option	moduleThe	fourth	module	is	your	option	module,	taught	in	the	second	term.	This	is	chosen	from	all	available	modules	in	any	stream,	or	an	option	from	the	MSt	in	Classical	Archaeology.	In	some	circumstances	a
subject	taught	in	the	MSc	in	Archaeological	Science	may	be	taken	as	your	option	module	and	is	taught	over	two	terms.Social	ArchaeologyCore	module:	Archaeological	Principles:	Data	and	TheoryThis	core	module,	which	all	students	take	in	the	first	term,	is	designed	to	prepare	you	with	necessary	archaeological	knowledge,	research	and	practical
skills	to	support	your	other	modules	and	dissertation.Example	List	A	modules	-	not	all	modules	are	offered	every	yearArchaeological	Method	and	TheoryExample	List	B	modules	-	not	all	modules	are	offered	every	yearArchaeology	of	ColonialismArchaeology	of	the	Contemporary	WorldCognitive	ArchaeologyOption	moduleThe	fourth	module	is	your
option	module,	taught	in	the	second	term.	This	is	chosen	from	all	available	modules	in	any	stream,	or	an	option	from	the	MSt	in	Classical	Archaeology.	In	some	circumstances	a	subject	taught	in	the	MSc	in	Archaeological	Science	may	be	taken	as	your	option	module	and	is	taught	over	two	terms.DissertationAll	students	will	complete	a	dissertation	of
15,000	words	on	an	approved	topic	relevant	to	your	stream	subject,	chosen	in	consultation	with	a	supervisor.	Most	of	the	dissertation	research	and	writing	takes	place	in	the	third	term	and	into	the	summer.	The	dissertation	allows	you	to	develop	a	larger	piece	of	research	in	which	you	can	more	fully	explore	a	topic.	It	will	allow	you	to	develop	your
research	skills	and	undertake	self-directed	and	independent	research	that	is	a	necessary	basis	for	future	doctoral	research,	and	highly	desirable	in	non-academic	employment.Teaching	and	learningTeaching	of	stream	modules	is	mainly	through	a	combination	of	lectures	and	tutorials	which	are	normally	taught	in	small-	groups.	Other	teaching	methods
may	also	include	seminars,	museum-based	classes,	laboratory	work	or	other	practicals,	depending	on	your	stream	and	module	choices.	You	will	usually	prepare	formative	assignments	on	a	weekly	or	fortnightly	basis	for	your	modules.	The	core	Archaeological	Principles:	Data	and	Theory	module	is	taught	by	lectures	and	seminars	and	will	include	group
work;	the	assignments	given	in	this	module	will	form	the	basis	of	an	assessed	portfolio.The	teaching	methods	provide	you	with	the	opportunity	to	debate	and	discuss	essays	and	topics	on	a	regular	basis	with	other	students	and	teachers.	Your	assignments	will	also	allow	you	to	develop	your	writing	and	presentation	skills.	The	seminars,	museum-based
classes,	laboratory	work	and	practicals	provide	an	arena	for	you	to	engage	with	and	develop	techniques	of	analysis	and	evaluation.You	will	have	an	academic	advisor	in	your	subject	stream	who	will	advise	on	module	choices	and	monitor	overall	progress.The	teaching	is	supplemented	by	a	wide	range	of	lecture	courses,	seminar	series,	and	the
Graduate	Archaeology	at	Oxford	skills	seminar	series	available	in	the	School	of	Archaeology.	The	degree	is	a	very	intensive	course,	and	you	will	be	expected	to	treat	the	University	vacations	as	integral	parts	of	your	academic	work	time.Each	member	of	the	academic	staff	in	archaeology	normally	offers	at	least	one	module	in	his	or	her	areas	of
specialism	over	the	year,	but	some	modules	or	streams	listed	may	not	be	available	every	year.Graduate	students	run	their	own	organisation,	Graduate	Archaeology	at	Oxford,	which	provides	further	skills	seminars,	a	mentoring	programme,	social	events	and	a	very	successful	conference	series.	This	provides	many	opportunities	for	you	to	develop	your
skills,	present	your	research	and	develop	ideas	for	the	next	stage	of	your	career.AttendanceResources	to	support	your	studyThe	School	of	Archaeology	provides	the	following	resources	for	students:computers	with	specialist	GIS	and	mapping-related	softwarea	wide-range	of	digital	facilities,	including	desktop	imaging	and	manipulation	for	publication
and	dissertation/thesis	production	such	as	full-colour	scanning	of	slides,	negatives,	maps	and	other	paper	plan	originalslecture,	seminar	and	common	roomsa	small	library	with	a	searchable	catalogue	available	online	in	the	Institute	of	Archaeology.In	addition,	the	Bodleian	Art,	Archaeology	and	Ancient	World	Library,	a	world-class	library	for
archaeology,	is	situated	between	the	Institute	of	Archaeology	and	the	Ashmolean	Museum,	and	is	the	central	facility,	providing	for	most	student	needs.	Students	also	use	the	Balfour	Library	of	anthropology	and	ethnography.The	School	of	Archaeology	has	close	ties	with	the	Ashmolean	Museum	and	the	Pitt	Rivers	Museum,	the	collections	of	which	may
contribute	to	graduate	teaching.SupervisionEvery	student	will	have	a	general	supervisor	appointed	to	them	prior	to	the	start	of	term.	You	will	also	be	allocated	a	dissertation	supervisor	who,	during	your	supervision	meetings,	will	discuss	and	guide	your	research.	They	will	usually	be	one	of	the	teachers	in	your	subject	stream.For	this	course,	the
allocation	of	graduate	supervision	is	the	responsibility	of	the	School	of	Archaeology	and	it	is	not	always	possible	to	accommodate	the	preferences	of	incoming	graduate	students	to	work	with	a	particular	member	of	staff.	Under	exceptional	circumstances	a	supervisor	may	be	found	outside	the	School	of	Archaeology.AssessmentThe	Archaeological
Principles:	Data	and	Theory	core	module	is	assessed	by	a	portfolio	of	work.Your	first	subject	stream	module	will	be	assessed	by	take-home	essays	submitted	in	the	second	term.Your	second	subject	stream	module	and	your	chosen	option	module	will	be	assessed	by	extended	essays	submitted	in	the	third	term.A	stream-specific	dissertation	of	a
maximum	of	15,000	words	will	be	submitted	in	late	August.Graduate	destinationsIt	is	anticipated	that	graduates	from	the	MSc	in	Archaeology	will	continue	to	further	degree	programmes	in	Archaeology	either	at	Oxford	or	at	leading	universities	elsewhere.	Others	may	find	careers	in	education,	museums,	commercial	archaeology	and	the	heritage
industry.	a	first-class	or	strong	upper	second-class	undergraduate	degree	with	honours	in	archaeology	or	a	related	subject	such	as	(but	not	limited	to)	anthropology,	history,	classics,	history	of	art,	geography,	geology,	biology,	physics	or	environmental	studies.For	UK	qualifications,	applicants	will	usually	be	expected	to	achieve	a	minimum	of	67%	in
their	degree	however	most	successful	applicants	will	achieve	a	first-class	degree	(>70%)	or	the	equivalent.For	applicants	with	a	bachelor's	degree	from	the	USA,	the	minimum	overall	GPA	that	is	normally	required	to	meet	the	undergraduate-level	requirement	is	3.5	out	of	4.0.	However	most	successful	applicants	have	a	GPA	of	3.7.GRE	General	Test
scoresNo	Graduate	Record	Examination	(GRE)	or	GMAT	scores	are	sought.Other	qualifications,	evidence	of	excellence	and	relevant	experience	Professional	experience	in	archaeology	or	related	fields	will	also	be	considered	if	you	are	applying	after	a	period	of	time	out	of	higher	education.Relevant	publications	are	not	expected,	but	may	add	to	the
strength	of	an	application.Interviews	are	not	normally	held	as	part	of	the	admissions	process	but	may	be	required	for	certain	scholarships.	Further	information	about	funding	opportunities	for	this	course	can	be	found	on	the	school's	website.	Home£17,250	Overseas£36,250	There	are	no	compulsory	elements	of	this	course	that	entail	additional	costs
beyond	fees	and	living	costs.	However,	as	part	of	your	course	requirements,	you	may	need	to	choose	a	dissertation,	a	project	or	a	thesis	topic.	Please	note	that,	depending	on	your	choice	of	topic	and	the	research	required	to	complete	it,	you	may	incur	additional	expenses,	such	as	travel	expenses,	research	expenses,	and	field	trips.	You	will	need	to
meet	these	additional	costs,	although	you	may	be	able	to	apply	for	small	grants	from	your	department	and/or	college	to	help	you	cover	some	of	these	expenses.	Academic	references	are	generally	preferred.	One	professional	reference	is	acceptable,	but	in	cases	where	more	than	one	such	reference	is	sought	you	should	contact	the	school	to	explain	why
this	is	necessary.Your	references	will	support	academic	achievement,	and	potential	for	graduate	study	and	research.You	should	provide	a	personal	statement	written	in	English	that	explains	why	you	want	to	study	this	particular	master’s	course	and	your	chosen	subject	stream.	The	statement	should	focus	on	academic	rather	than	personal
achievements,	interests	and	aspirations,	and	should	state	what	you	believe	the	degree	will	lead	to	after	graduation.	You	must	state	which	subject	stream	you	wish	to	follow.	If	you	do	not	it	may	delay	the	assessment	of	your	application.The	personal	statement	will	be	assessed	for:evidence	of	motivation	for	and	understanding	of	the	proposed	area	of
studyyour	reasons	for	applying	to	the	School	of	Archaeology,	the	MSc	in	Archaeology	and	your	chosen	streamevidence	that	your	academic	ability	and	focus	are	suited	to	the	demands	and	nature	of	the	degreecoherencethe	ability	to	present	a	reasoned	case	in	Englishcapacity	for	sustained	and	intense	workreasoning	ability.If	you	have	an	idea	for	your
dissertation	topic,	please	include	the	research	question	and	a	brief	outline	of	the	proposed	sources	and	method	at	this	moment.	It	will	be	normal	for	your	ideas	subsequently	to	change	in	some	ways	as	you	investigate	the	evidence	and	develop	your	topic.	You	should	nevertheless	make	the	best	effort	you	can	to	demonstrate	your	familiarity	and
understanding	of	the	subject.Academic	essays	or	other	writing	samples,	written	in	English,	are	required.	These	can	be	undergraduate	essays	or	excerpts	from	a	longer	work	such	as	chapters	from	a	dissertation,	in	which	case	they	should	be	prefaced	by	a	note	which	puts	them	in	context.Please	note	that	this	course	does	not	allow	the	submission	of	one
longer	piece	of	work	instead	of	the	two	essays.If	possible,	please	ensure	that	the	word	count	is	clearly	displayed	on	the	document.	The	word	count	does	not	need	to	include	any	bibliography	or	brief	footnotes.It	is	not	necessary	that	the	written	works	relate	directly	to	archaeology,	as	there	are	many	things	that	the	assessors	look	for	in	the	written	work
which	are	not	specific	to	the	subject	area,	such	as	the	qualities	listed	below.The	written	work	will	be	assessed	for:understanding	of	the	subject	areaability	to	assess	evidenceability	to	construct	an	argument	and	derive	logical	conclusionsability	to	write	in	a	scholarly	and	lucid	mannerpresentation	of	material	in	the	appropriate	scholarly	form.Apply
Continue	application	The	MSc	in	Archaeology	provides	an	opportunity	for	students	to	build	on	their	knowledge	from	undergraduate	studies	and	to	specialise	in	a	particular	area	of	archaeology,	while	also	offering	an	excellent	foundation	for	those	wishing	to	continue	towards	research	at	doctoral	level.	It	also	offers	transferable	skills	which	are
beneficial	to	a	range	of	professional	roles.	During	this	11-month	taught	master's	degree	you	will	specialise	in	a	particular	area	of	archaeology,	and	will	follow	a	subject	stream,	which	will	comprise	four	modules	and	a	dissertation.	The	MSc	in	Archaeology	allows	subject	specialisation,	but	also	flexibility,	by	combining	core	modules	with	an	option
module,	and	topics	chosen	for	your	dissertation	and	summative	pre-set	essays.	If	you	wish	to	specialise	in	the	theory	and	practical	applications	of	science	in	archaeology,	please	consider	applying	to	the	MSc	in	Archaeological	Science	rather	than	the	MSc	in	Archaeology.You	will	choose	from	one	of	the	following	subject	streams:Archaeology	of	AsiaCore
module:	Archaeological	Principles:	Data	and	TheoryThis	core	module,	which	all	students	take	in	the	first	term,	is	designed	to	prepare	you	with	necessary	archaeological	knowledge,	research	and	practical	skills	to	support	your	other	modules	and	dissertation.Example	List	A	modules	-	not	all	modules	are	offered	every	yearChinese	Archaeology	I:
Neolithic	to	Bronze	AgeExample	List	B	modules	-	not	all	modules	are	offered	every	yearChinese	Archaeology	II:	Shang	to	QinInterdisciplinary	Approaches	to	Chinese	CeramicsEarly	Human	Dispersals	in	Asia	and	the	Pacific	Archaeology	of	EurasiaThe	Emergence	of	Farming	in	Western	AsiaOption	moduleThe	fourth	module	is	your	option	module,
taught	in	the	second	term.	This	is	chosen	from	all	available	modules	in	any	stream,	or	an	option	from	the	MSt	in	Classical	Archaeology.	In	some	circumstances	a	subject	taught	in	the	MSc	in	Archaeological	Science	may	be	taken	as	your	option	module	and	is	taught	over	two	terms.Environmental	ArchaeologyCore	module:	Archaeological	Principles:
Data	and	TheoryThis	core	module,	which	all	students	take	in	the	first	term,	is	designed	to	prepare	you	with	necessary	archaeological	knowledge,	research	and	practical	skills	to	support	your	other	modules	and	dissertation.Example	List	A	modules	-	not	all	modules	are	offered	every	yearEnvironmental	ArchaeologyExample	List	B	modules	-	not	all
modules	are	offered	every	yearPractical	ArchaeobotanyThe	Emergence	of	Farming	in	Western	AsiaBio-ArchaeologyOption	moduleThe	fourth	module	is	your	option	module,	taught	in	the	second	term.	This	is	chosen	from	all	available	modules	in	any	stream,	or	an	option	from	the	MSt	in	Classical	Archaeology.	In	some	circumstances	a	subject	taught	in
the	MSc	in	Archaeological	Science	may	be	taken	as	your	option	module	and	is	taught	over	two	terms.Landscape	ArchaeologyCore	module:	Archaeological	Principles:	Data	and	TheoryThis	core	module,	which	all	students	take	in	the	first	term,	is	designed	to	prepare	you	with	necessary	archaeological	knowledge,	research	and	practical	skills	to	support
your	other	modules	and	dissertation.Example	List	A	modules	-	not	all	modules	are	offered	every	yearLandscape	Archaeology	and	Spatial	TechnologyExample	List	B	modules	-	not	all	modules	are	offered	every	yearArchaeology	and	Geographical	Information	SystemsOption	moduleThe	fourth	module	is	your	option	module,	taught	in	the	second	term.	This
is	chosen	from	all	available	modules	in	any	stream,	or	an	option	from	the	MSt	in	Classical	Archaeology.	In	some	circumstances	a	subject	taught	in	the	MSc	in	Archaeological	Science	may	be	taken	as	your	option	module	and	is	taught	over	two	terms.Maritime	ArchaeologyCore	module:	Archaeological	Principles:	Data	and	TheoryThis	core	module,	which
all	students	take	in	the	first	term,	is	designed	to	prepare	you	with	necessary	archaeological	knowledge,	research	and	practical	skills	to	support	your	other	modules	and	dissertation.Example	List	A	modules	-	not	all	modules	are	offered	every	yearExample	List	B	modules	-	not	all	modules	are	offered	every	yearMaritime	ArchaeologyMethods	and
Techniques	in	Maritime	ArchaeologyOption	moduleThe	fourth	module	is	your	option	module,	taught	in	the	second	term.	This	is	chosen	from	all	available	modules	in	any	stream,	or	an	option	from	the	MSt	in	Classical	Archaeology.	In	some	circumstances	a	subject	taught	in	the	MSc	in	Archaeological	Science	may	be	taken	as	your	option	module	and	is
taught	over	two	terms.Medieval	ArchaeologyCore	module:	Archaeological	Principles:	Data	and	TheoryThis	core	module,	which	all	students	take	in	the	first	term,	is	designed	to	prepare	you	with	necessary	archaeological	knowledge,	research	and	practical	skills	to	support	your	other	modules	and	dissertation.Example	List	A	modules	-	not	all	modules
are	offered	every	yearEurope	in	the	Early	Middle	Ages	(AD	400	-	900)Archaeology	of	Later	Medieval	EuropeExample	List	B	modules	-	not	all	modules	are	offered	every	yearArchaeology	of	Early	Anglo-Saxon	EnglandArchaeology	of	Late	Saxon	EnglandBody	and	Adornment:	Material	Culture	of	Later	Medieval	Britain	(AD	1200	-	1600)Byzantine
ConstantinopleArchaeology	of	Lived	Religion	in	Late	AntiquityLate	Roman	and	Byzantine	ArchitectureOption	moduleThe	fourth	module	is	your	option	module,	taught	in	the	second	term.	This	is	chosen	from	all	available	modules	in	any	stream,	or	an	option	from	the	MSt	in	Classical	Archaeology.	In	some	circumstances	a	subject	taught	in	the	MSc	in
Archaeological	Science	may	be	taken	as	your	option	module	and	is	taught	over	two	terms.Prehistory	and	Pre-colonial	ArchaeologyCore	module:	Archaeological	Principles:	Data	and	TheoryThis	core	module,	which	all	students	take	in	the	first	term,	is	designed	to	prepare	you	with	necessary	archaeological	knowledge,	research	and	practical	skills	to
support	your	other	modules	and	dissertation.Example	List	A	modules	-	not	all	modules	are	offered	every	yearEuropean	Prehistory	from	the	Mesolithic	to	the	Bronze	AgeFarming	and	States	in	Sub-Saharan	AfricaArchaeological	Method	and	TheoryExample	List	B	modules	-	not	all	modules	are	offered	every	yearArchaeology	of	Southern	African	Hunter-
GatherersEarly	Human	Dispersals	in	Asia	and	the	Pacific	Option	moduleThe	fourth	module	is	your	option	module,	taught	in	the	second	term.	This	is	chosen	from	all	available	modules	in	any	stream,	or	an	option	from	the	MSt	in	Classical	Archaeology.	In	some	circumstances	a	subject	taught	in	the	MSc	in	Archaeological	Science	may	be	taken	as	your
option	module	and	is	taught	over	two	terms.Social	ArchaeologyCore	module:	Archaeological	Principles:	Data	and	TheoryThis	core	module,	which	all	students	take	in	the	first	term,	is	designed	to	prepare	you	with	necessary	archaeological	knowledge,	research	and	practical	skills	to	support	your	other	modules	and	dissertation.Example	List	A	modules
-	not	all	modules	are	offered	every	yearArchaeological	Method	and	TheoryExample	List	B	modules	-	not	all	modules	are	offered	every	yearArchaeology	of	ColonialismArchaeology	of	the	Contemporary	WorldCognitive	ArchaeologyOption	moduleThe	fourth	module	is	your	option	module,	taught	in	the	second	term.	This	is	chosen	from	all	available
modules	in	any	stream,	or	an	option	from	the	MSt	in	Classical	Archaeology.	In	some	circumstances	a	subject	taught	in	the	MSc	in	Archaeological	Science	may	be	taken	as	your	option	module	and	is	taught	over	two	terms.DissertationAll	students	will	complete	a	dissertation	of	15,000	words	on	an	approved	topic	relevant	to	your	stream	subject,	chosen
in	consultation	with	a	supervisor.	Most	of	the	dissertation	research	and	writing	takes	place	in	the	third	term	and	into	the	summer.	The	dissertation	allows	you	to	develop	a	larger	piece	of	research	in	which	you	can	more	fully	explore	a	topic.	It	will	allow	you	to	develop	your	research	skills	and	undertake	self-directed	and	independent	research	that	is	a
necessary	basis	for	future	doctoral	research,	and	highly	desirable	in	non-academic	employment.Teaching	and	learningTeaching	of	stream	modules	is	mainly	through	a	combination	of	lectures	and	tutorials	which	are	normally	taught	in	small-	groups.	Other	teaching	methods	may	also	include	seminars,	museum-based	classes,	laboratory	work	or	other
practicals,	depending	on	your	stream	and	module	choices.	You	will	usually	prepare	formative	assignments	on	a	weekly	or	fortnightly	basis	for	your	modules.	The	core	Archaeological	Principles:	Data	and	Theory	module	is	taught	by	lectures	and	seminars	and	will	include	group	work;	the	assignments	given	in	this	module	will	form	the	basis	of	an
assessed	portfolio.The	teaching	methods	provide	you	with	the	opportunity	to	debate	and	discuss	essays	and	topics	on	a	regular	basis	with	other	students	and	teachers.	Your	assignments	will	also	allow	you	to	develop	your	writing	and	presentation	skills.	The	seminars,	museum-based	classes,	laboratory	work	and	practicals	provide	an	arena	for	you	to
engage	with	and	develop	techniques	of	analysis	and	evaluation.You	will	have	an	academic	advisor	in	your	subject	stream	who	will	advise	on	module	choices	and	monitor	overall	progress.The	teaching	is	supplemented	by	a	wide	range	of	lecture	courses,	seminar	series,	and	the	Graduate	Archaeology	at	Oxford	skills	seminar	series	available	in	the
School	of	Archaeology.	The	degree	is	a	very	intensive	course,	and	you	will	be	expected	to	treat	the	University	vacations	as	integral	parts	of	your	academic	work	time.Each	member	of	the	academic	staff	in	archaeology	normally	offers	at	least	one	module	in	his	or	her	areas	of	specialism	over	the	year,	but	some	modules	or	streams	listed	may	not	be
available	every	year.Graduate	students	run	their	own	organisation,	Graduate	Archaeology	at	Oxford,	which	provides	further	skills	seminars,	a	mentoring	programme,	social	events	and	a	very	successful	conference	series.	This	provides	many	opportunities	for	you	to	develop	your	skills,	present	your	research	and	develop	ideas	for	the	next	stage	of	your
career.AttendanceResources	to	support	your	studyThe	School	of	Archaeology	provides	the	following	resources	for	students:computers	with	specialist	GIS	and	mapping-related	softwarea	wide-range	of	digital	facilities,	including	desktop	imaging	and	manipulation	for	publication	and	dissertation/thesis	production	such	as	full-colour	scanning	of	slides,
negatives,	maps	and	other	paper	plan	originalslecture,	seminar	and	common	roomsa	small	library	with	a	searchable	catalogue	available	online	in	the	Institute	of	Archaeology.In	addition,	the	Bodleian	Art,	Archaeology	and	Ancient	World	Library,	a	world-class	library	for	archaeology,	is	situated	between	the	Institute	of	Archaeology	and	the	Ashmolean
Museum,	and	is	the	central	facility,	providing	for	most	student	needs.	Students	also	use	the	Balfour	Library	of	anthropology	and	ethnography.The	School	of	Archaeology	has	close	ties	with	the	Ashmolean	Museum	and	the	Pitt	Rivers	Museum,	the	collections	of	which	may	contribute	to	graduate	teaching.SupervisionEvery	student	will	have	a	general
supervisor	appointed	to	them	prior	to	the	start	of	term.	You	will	also	be	allocated	a	dissertation	supervisor	who,	during	your	supervision	meetings,	will	discuss	and	guide	your	research.	They	will	usually	be	one	of	the	teachers	in	your	subject	stream.For	this	course,	the	allocation	of	graduate	supervision	is	the	responsibility	of	the	School	of	Archaeology
and	it	is	not	always	possible	to	accommodate	the	preferences	of	incoming	graduate	students	to	work	with	a	particular	member	of	staff.	Under	exceptional	circumstances	a	supervisor	may	be	found	outside	the	School	of	Archaeology.AssessmentThe	Archaeological	Principles:	Data	and	Theory	core	module	is	assessed	by	a	portfolio	of	work.Your	first
subject	stream	module	will	be	assessed	by	take-home	essays	submitted	in	the	second	term.Your	second	subject	stream	module	and	your	chosen	option	module	will	be	assessed	by	extended	essays	submitted	in	the	third	term.A	stream-specific	dissertation	of	a	maximum	of	15,000	words	will	be	submitted	in	late	August.Graduate	destinationsIt	is
anticipated	that	graduates	from	the	MSc	in	Archaeology	will	continue	to	further	degree	programmes	in	Archaeology	either	at	Oxford	or	at	leading	universities	elsewhere.	Others	may	find	careers	in	education,	museums,	commercial	archaeology	and	the	heritage	industry.	a	first-class	or	strong	upper	second-class	undergraduate	degree	with	honours	in
archaeology	or	a	related	subject	such	as	(but	not	limited	to)	anthropology,	history,	classics,	history	of	art,	geography,	geology,	biology,	physics	or	environmental	studies.For	UK	qualifications,	applicants	will	usually	be	expected	to	achieve	a	minimum	of	67%	in	their	degree	however	most	successful	applicants	will	achieve	a	first-class	degree	(>70%)	or
the	equivalent.For	applicants	with	a	bachelor's	degree	from	the	USA,	the	minimum	overall	GPA	that	is	normally	required	to	meet	the	undergraduate-level	requirement	is	3.5	out	of	4.0.	However	most	successful	applicants	have	a	GPA	of	3.7.GRE	General	Test	scoresNo	Graduate	Record	Examination	(GRE)	or	GMAT	scores	are	sought.Other
qualifications,	evidence	of	excellence	and	relevant	experience	Professional	experience	in	archaeology	or	related	fields	will	also	be	considered	if	you	are	applying	after	a	period	of	time	out	of	higher	education.Relevant	publications	are	not	expected,	but	may	add	to	the	strength	of	an	application.Interviews	are	not	normally	held	as	part	of	the	admissions
process	but	may	be	required	for	certain	scholarships.	Further	information	about	funding	opportunities	for	this	course	can	be	found	on	the	school's	website.	Home£17,250	Overseas£36,250	There	are	no	compulsory	elements	of	this	course	that	entail	additional	costs	beyond	fees	and	living	costs.	However,	as	part	of	your	course	requirements,	you	may
need	to	choose	a	dissertation,	a	project	or	a	thesis	topic.	Please	note	that,	depending	on	your	choice	of	topic	and	the	research	required	to	complete	it,	you	may	incur	additional	expenses,	such	as	travel	expenses,	research	expenses,	and	field	trips.	You	will	need	to	meet	these	additional	costs,	although	you	may	be	able	to	apply	for	small	grants	from	your
department	and/or	college	to	help	you	cover	some	of	these	expenses.	Academic	references	are	generally	preferred.	One	professional	reference	is	acceptable,	but	in	cases	where	more	than	one	such	reference	is	sought	you	should	contact	the	school	to	explain	why	this	is	necessary.Your	references	will	support	academic	achievement,	and	potential	for
graduate	study	and	research.You	should	provide	a	personal	statement	written	in	English	that	explains	why	you	want	to	study	this	particular	master’s	course	and	your	chosen	subject	stream.	The	statement	should	focus	on	academic	rather	than	personal	achievements,	interests	and	aspirations,	and	should	state	what	you	believe	the	degree	will	lead	to
after	graduation.	You	must	state	which	subject	stream	you	wish	to	follow.	If	you	do	not	it	may	delay	the	assessment	of	your	application.The	personal	statement	will	be	assessed	for:evidence	of	motivation	for	and	understanding	of	the	proposed	area	of	studyyour	reasons	for	applying	to	the	School	of	Archaeology,	the	MSc	in	Archaeology	and	your	chosen
streamevidence	that	your	academic	ability	and	focus	are	suited	to	the	demands	and	nature	of	the	degreecoherencethe	ability	to	present	a	reasoned	case	in	Englishcapacity	for	sustained	and	intense	workreasoning	ability.If	you	have	an	idea	for	your	dissertation	topic,	please	include	the	research	question	and	a	brief	outline	of	the	proposed	sources	and
method	at	this	moment.	It	will	be	normal	for	your	ideas	subsequently	to	change	in	some	ways	as	you	investigate	the	evidence	and	develop	your	topic.	You	should	nevertheless	make	the	best	effort	you	can	to	demonstrate	your	familiarity	and	understanding	of	the	subject.Academic	essays	or	other	writing	samples,	written	in	English,	are	required.	These
can	be	undergraduate	essays	or	excerpts	from	a	longer	work	such	as	chapters	from	a	dissertation,	in	which	case	they	should	be	prefaced	by	a	note	which	puts	them	in	context.Please	note	that	this	course	does	not	allow	the	submission	of	one	longer	piece	of	work	instead	of	the	two	essays.If	possible,	please	ensure	that	the	word	count	is	clearly
displayed	on	the	document.	The	word	count	does	not	need	to	include	any	bibliography	or	brief	footnotes.It	is	not	necessary	that	the	written	works	relate	directly	to	archaeology,	as	there	are	many	things	that	the	assessors	look	for	in	the	written	work	which	are	not	specific	to	the	subject	area,	such	as	the	qualities	listed	below.The	written	work	will	be
assessed	for:understanding	of	the	subject	areaability	to	assess	evidenceability	to	construct	an	argument	and	derive	logical	conclusionsability	to	write	in	a	scholarly	and	lucid	mannerpresentation	of	material	in	the	appropriate	scholarly	form.Apply	Continue	application


