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Photo	Courtesy:	Natasha	Moustache/Getty	Images	Say	what	you	like	about	2020,	but	it’s	definitely	been	a	year	in	which	none	of	us	will	ever	forget	to	put	things	as	gently	as	possible.	From	the	massive	shortages	of	toilet	paper	to	highly	controversial	presidential	elections,	the	beginning	of	this	decade	has	ushered	in	more	than	its	fair	share	of	historical
events.	Considering	that	many	of	us	have	been	sheltered	for	months	and	months,	distracted	by	a	global	health	crisis	and	constantly	bombarded	by	increasingly	demanding	news,	it’s	easy	to	see	why	many	of	us	look	at	2020	as	one	big	mess.	That	was	precisely	what	it	was:	a	difficult	blur,	often	heartbreaking	and	sometimes	optimistic.	But	with	all	the
great	things	that	have	happened,	it’s	important	to	keep	a	little	perspective,	even	on	the	bigger	events.	These	are	the	stories	that	define	every	month	of	what	seems	to	be	the	longest	year	we’ve	ever	lived.	On	January	26,	legendary	basketball	player	Kobe	Bryant,	13-year-old	daughter	Gianna	and	seven	others	were	killed	in	a	tragic	helicopter	accident
while	on	their	way	to	a	basketball	game	at	Bryantâ​​s	Mamba	Sports	Academy.	Fog	and	light	rain	covered	the	area	around	Calabasas,	California	–	the	site	of	the	accident	–	that	day,	and	while	the	final	cause	of	the	accident	remains	unknown,	the	weather	may	have	caused	the	pilot	to	lose	control	of	the	aircraft.	Photo	Courtesy:	Allen	Berezovsky/Getty
Images	Millions	of	people	around	the	world	have	mourned	Bryant	and	his	daughter,	including	the	Los	Angeles	Lakers,	the	only	professional	team	Bryant	has	played	for	in	his	ten-year	career.	Tributes	also	began	to	crop	up	in	Japan	and	the	Philippines,	and	the	Lakers	dedicated	their	October	2020	NBA	championship	victory	to	Bryant’s	memory.	“It	had
no	flaws”,	said	basketball	teammate	LeBron	James,	and	leaves	the	legacy	of	being	one	of	the	most	talented	and	record-breaking	stars	in	the	NBA.	This	sinister	and	slow	story	of	an	unlucky	family	that	slowly	infiltrates	the	life	of	a	wealthy	family	by	addressing	important	issues	such	as	social	inequality	and	wealth	disparities	has	garnered	critical	acclaim
for	everything	from	the	issues	to	its	execution.	These	elements,	combined	with	the	film’s	slow	transition	from	total	rebellion	to	unsettling	horror,	ensured	Bong	Joon-ho’s	Parasite	in	the	cinema	pantheon	not	to	be	missed.	The	film	made	history	not	only	on	screen,	but	also	at	the	92nd	Academy	Awards.	Photo	Courtesy:	CJ	Entertainment/IMDb	Winner	of
the	Oscar	for	Best	Film	(among	a	series	of	other	awards),	Parasite	was	the	first	non-English-language	film	to	win	the	show’s	first	prize,	a	decision	that	has	led	industry	leaders	to	consider	the	film	“the	most	important	and	revolutionary	winner	of	the	best	film	in	the	history	of	the	Oscars.	“Why	so	much	fanfara?	According	to	Los	Angeles	Times	film	critic
Justin	Chang,	Parasite	“shocked	the	Academy	to	recognize	that	no	national	cinema	has	a	monopoly	on	greatness”.	After	so	long,	the	organization’s	“efforts	to	diversify	its	ranks	and	become	a	truly	global	institution”	were	finally	producing	an	impetus.	They	were	giving	cinematic	masterpieces,	wherever	they	come	from,	the	recognition	they	deserve.
It’s	no	coincidence	that	2020	will	forever	be	associated	with	the	new	coronavirus	and	COVID-19,	the	disease	caused	by	the	pathogen.	Emerging	for	the	first	time	in	Wuhan,	China,	in	January	2020,	it	was	not	until	March	11	“enough	time	for	hundreds	of	thousands	of	people	around	the	world	to	contract	the	mysterious	disease	that	the	World	Health
Organization	has	officially	called	the	coronavirus	a	pandemic.	Photo	Courtesy:	Allen	J.	Schaben/Getty	Images	On	March	13,	Donald	Trump	declared	A	national	emergency,	pushing	states	to	implement	diffuse	quarantine	procedures	and	disease	control	and	prevention	centers	(CDC)	to	start	defining	various	measures	to	slow	down	the	spread	of	By
December	2020,	the	virus	infected	more	than	76	million	people	worldwide,	resulting	in	the	death	of	more	than	1.5	million.	In	early	April,	British	Prince	Harry	and	his	wife	Meghan	—	the	Duke	and	Duchess	of	Sussex	—	officially	did	well	on	their	January	announcement	that	they	would	be	resigning	from	their	positions	no	longer	serving	as	members	of
the	British	royal	family	or	representing	the	queen.	The	first	of	the	month	marked	their	first	day	not	using	their	real	titles.	The	couple	shocked	millions	of	people	all	over	the	world	when	they	announced	they	would	step	back	from	advertising	that	comes	with	real	roles,	opting	instead	to	live	a	quieter,	more	private	life,	while	raising	children	and	building
their	own	brand.	Photo	Courtesy:	Karwai	Tang/Getty	Images	Since	April,	they	have	stopped	receiving	public	funds	for	their	work	and	no	longer	use	the	title	"Royal	Highness"	—	but	have	maintained	the	designations	Duke	and	Duchess	of	Sussex.	The	couple	spent	months	from	their	official	departure	by	navigating	in	the	pandemic	COVID-19,	raising
their	son	Archie	and	building	a	new	life	in	Santa	Barbara,	California.	On	May	25,	George	Floyd,	a	46-year-old	black	man,	was	arrested	and	murdered	by	Minneapolis	police	officers	after	a	grocery	store	employee,	told	911	Floyd	that	he	had	used	a	$20	counterfeit	law	to	make	a	purchase.	His	terrible	death,	as	police	officers	kneeled	on	his	neck	and
body,	was	captured	in	video	and	unfairly	lit	indignations	among	Americans	who	reacted	with	horror.	Millions	channeled	this	energy	by	taking	the	streets	in	mass	numbers	to	protest	Floyd's	death,	asking	for	justice	and	asking	for	an	end	to	police	brutality	that	disproportionately	targets	black	people.	courtesy	photo:	John	Lamparski/NurPhoto	via	Getty
Images	The	protests,	many	of	which	were	organized	by	the	Black	Lives	Matter	(BLM),	continued	for	most	of	2020	in	cities	across	the	country.	Although	these	marches	largely	peaceful	were	sometimes	encountered	with	government	retaliation,	the	resulting	movement	became	the	largest	in	the	history	of	the	United	States.	Although	the	fight	for	racial
equality	continues,	BLM	and	this	year’s	protests	have	triggered	some	necessary	changes	in	police	reform,	education,	medical	community	and	entertainment	industry	—	when	these	changes	were	needed	more	than	ever.	2019	was	a	bit	of	a	turbine	—	not	a	full	tornado	like	2020	—	when	it	came	to	news,	but	the	policy	was	still	in	the	forefront.	It	might
be	remembered	that	there	were	almost	30	presidential	candidates	of	the	Democratic	Party	who	threw	their	hats	into	the	ring	and	participated	in	primary	debates	that	began	in	June	2019.	While	the	months	were	wearing	and	the	theater	TV	continued,	many	of	us	were	wondering	if	a	candidate	would	ever	come	out.	courtesy	photo:	OLIVIER
DOULIERY/AFP	via	Getty	Images	A	frontrunner	eventually	extended,	after	11	debates	and	months	of	speculation.	Joseph	R.	Biden,	long	Senator	Delaware	and	47th	Deputy	President	of	the	United	States,	announced	on	Twitter	on	June	5	that	he	had	secured	the	more	than	1,091	delegates	needed	to	officially	receive	the	party's	appointment.	Perhaps	it
was	not	a	big	surprise,	considering	that	all	other	democratic	presidential	candidates	had	been	withdrawn	from	the	race	by	April.	However,	it	became	technically	official,	and	the	party	finally	had	a	clear	picture	of	its	roadmap	for	elections.	The	California	wildfire	season	typically	lasts	every	year	from	July	to	November,	ending	when	the	first	great
rainfall	in	autumn	occurs	and	damping	the	flames.	2020,	however,	saw	aExtended	that	it	had	become	"the	worst	in	the	history	of	the	state	until	the	amount	of	land	burned"	according	to	CNN	—	and	that	it	was	just	in	September.	While	some	smaller	fires	unleashed	in	May	and	June,	July	saw	a	big	uptick	in	events	and	a	series	of	blazes	that	eventually
burned	hundreds	of	thousands	of	acres.	The	Red	Red	Salmon	Complexwhich	began	on	July	26,	alone	burned	almost	150,000	acres.	Photo	Courtesy:	Kent	Nishimura/Los	Angeles	Times/Getty	Images	These	fires	set	the	stage	for	the	rest	of	the	tragic	season:	Five	of	California's	six	largest	fires	took	place	in	August	and	September	2020,	creating	hellish
landscapes,	triggering	emergency	evacuations	and	covering	much	of	the	state	in	dense	and	harmful	smoke.	Many	of	the	over	9,600	fires	of	the	year	burned	well	in	December,	and	the	reason	is	clear.	"Climate	change	plays	an	undeniable	role	in	unprecedented	fires	in	recent	years,"	says	Scientific	American.	"More	than	half	of	the	burned	acres	in	the
Western	United	States	can	be	attributed	to	climate	change."	For	months,	the	world	wondered	who	potential	presidential	candidate	Joe	Biden	would	choose	as	his	running	partner.	Once	he	was	clearly	becoming	the	presumed	candidate,	he	"voted	to	choose	a	woman	as	his	potential	vice	president,"	and	many	began	to	speculate	as	a	name	from	a	variety
of	senators	and	state	leaders	who	eventually	would	choose.	Photo	Courtesy:	Stefani	Reynolds/Bloomberg	via	Getty	Images	On	August	11	—	a	few	days	before	their	appointment	to	the	2020	Democratic	National	Convention	—	Biden	officially	announced	that	his	former	Democratic	primary	rival	and	Senator	Junior	of	California,	Kamala	Harris,	would
become	the	vice	presidential	candidate.	While	this	announcement	was	long	awaited,	it	was	also	one	for	history	books.	Harris	became	the	first	woman	and	the	first	black	person	to	receive	the	vice	presidential	nomination	of	a	major	political	party	in	the	United	States,	leading	to	the	White	House	a	certain	diversity.	In	the	wake	of	Kamala	Harris	who
made	the	titles	with	its	historical	appointment,	the	United	States	lost	one	of	the	greatest	champions	of	gender	equality	we	have	ever	had	the	privilege	of	knowing.	On	September	18,	2020,	Ruth	Bader	Ginsburg	died	of	cancer	complications	at	the	age	of	87.	Ginsburg	spent	27	years	at	the	service	of	the	Supreme	Court	and	dedicated	a	whole	life	at	the
end	of	discrimination	and	the	breakup	of	barriers.	Complimentary	photo:	Eugene	Gologursky/Getty	Images	Since	his	early	days	of	work	as	a	legal	researcher	and	law	professor	for	his	last	years	as	a	judge	and	possible	Associate	Justice,	Ginsburg	has	argued	for	our	equality	in	any	case	-	and	has	never	stopped	pushing	for	our	right	to	live	authentically,
too.	It	is	for	her	that	many	of	us	are	allowed	to	own	our	destinies,	and	her	contributions	to	the	judicial	system	have	rightly	secured	her	place	in	history	as	a	prominent	feminist	icon.	On	the	evening	of	October	1,	Donald	Trump	announced	that	he	and	his	wife	Melania	had	tested	positively	for	COVID-19,	which	means	he	was	potentially	infected	when	he
participated	in	the	first	presidential	debate	with	Biden	on	September	29.	Trump	was	later	admitted	to	the	Walter	Reed	National	Military	Medical	Center,	where	he	made	a	series	of	video	appearances	and	later	led	by	supporters	outside	the	facility	while	still	undergoing	treatment.	Photo	Courtesy:	Ken	Cedeno/Polaris/Bloomberg	via	Getty	Images	The
second	three	debate	was	scheduled	on	15	October.	Trump	returned	to	the	White	House	on	October	5	and	began	hosting	public	events	on	the	days	after	his	resignation	from	Walter	Reed.	The	organizers	planned	the	second	debate	to	take	place	virtually,	with	candidates	participating	via	livestream	from	remote	locations,	but	Trump	refused	to	respect
these	limitations,	instead	choosing	to	participate	in	his	municipality	on	NBC.	The	third	programmed	debate	took	place	as	planned	on	22	October,	making	2020	the	first	election	year	since	1996	where	only	two	debates	took	place.After	one	of	the	most	divisive	presidential	elections	in	United	States	history,	November	has	finally	revealed	a	victory	for
President-elect	Joe	Biden	and	Vice	President-Elect	Kamala	Harris.	At	the	beginning	of	the	month,	after	days	of	counting	at	the	state	level	following	an	election	an	election	Biden	and	Harris	appeared	at	a	television	event	of	acceptance	in	Wilmington,	Delaware.	Photo	Courtesy:	Win	McNamee	/	Getty	Images	During	his	speech,	Biden	invoked	the	units
among	Americans,	bringing	a	message	of	hope	for	the	next	four	years.	Â	€	œI	worked	for	those	who	did	not	vote	for	me	how	much	for	those	who	did	it	",	Biden	reassured	voters.	Â	«That	sad	was	of	demonization	in	America	to	end	up	here	and	now	...	there	has	never	been	anything	that	we	have	not	been	able	to	do	when	we	did	together."	After	a	year	of
First	historians	and	significant	minimums,	a	light	has	finally	appeared	at	the	end	of	the	tunnel	in	the	last	moments	of	2020:	after	months	of	development,	test	and	fast-tracking,	the	Covid-19	vaccine	of	the	Pfizer	pharmaceutical	giant	has	received	the	authorization	for	Emergency	use	from	US	food	and	drug	administration.	Although	the	vaccine	still	has
to	be	subjected	to	different	long-term	test	cycles,	the	first	doses	were	administered	to	health	professionals	on	December	14th.	Photo	Courtesy:	Joe	Raedle	/	Getty	Images	while	the	Budget	of	the	Covid-19	in	the	United	States	has	exceeded	300,000	deaths,	the	vaccine	arrived	at	a	time	when	many	of	us	needed,	not	only	to	avoid	contracting	the	disease	,
but	also	to	support	us	and	relaunch	morale	at	the	end	of	what	has	been	a	dark	and	difficult	year.	As	the	vaccine	is	increasingly	available,	it	is	hoped	that	a	return	to	a	new	form	of	normality	is	at	the	horizon	for	2021.
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