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Is your dryer squeaking loudly? Does it only make the noise when it starts, after it warms up, or continuously? If you’'re afraid to use your dryer due to the irritating noise and fear it might fall apart, here are some suggestions that should help. A dryer squeaking may be caused by a worn rear drum bearing, tub support roller being worn, a worn belt,
idler pulley, glides or felt wearing out, motor bearing dying, or something else related to the drum’s movement. Most parts are cheaper than a new dryer, and not too difficult to replace. In this article, we explore what may cause a dryer to squeak, whether you can use a squeaking dryer, and how to repair it. When you finish reading, you’ll better
understand what may cause the squeaking, how to fix it, and whether to do the repair yourself or call on a professional. For information on quieting some other appliances, please see our articles How to Quiet a Noisy Refrigerator Compressor, and How to Soundproof a Dishwasher. Why Does My Dryer Squeak: Possible Causes A dryer is an important
household convenience, so when it’s not working, laundry piles up. The dryer has a metal or plastic drum that rotates, causing the wet clothes to tumble. Whether the dryer is belt-driven or direct-drive, the parts that turn the drum may cause the dryer to squeak. However, the different components that support the drum and allow it to rotate freely
could also be responsible for the noise. Here are the parts to check if your dryer is making a squealing noise or loudly squeaking, why they might be noisy, and a possible solution. Drum Glides Worn drum glides may squeal, clang, or grind, depending on the type used. The glides provide support at the open front end of the drum and allow it to turn
smoothly against the front cabinet. There are different styles of glides: strips of adhesive felt with plastic or nylon pads, metal brackets with a felt and nylon pads, or detachable plastic cowlings. A sure sign that the glides may need to be replaced is brown flecks or spots from dried out and deteriorating felt. Drum Bearings The rear of the drum is
supported by and rotates on the rear support shaft and drum bearing. Different manufacturers use a variety of components: plastic, nylon, metal, ball bearings, spindle and sleeve, ball and socket, bushings, or a combination. The bearing is located at the center rear of the drum, and one part attaches to the back of the drum and the other to the
support frame at the rear of the cabinet. Worn drum bearings may squeal, grind, or screech. The noise won’t stop until the drum stops turning, and the motor may also have difficulty turning the drum. Motor The dryer motor has sealed ball or roller bearings that allow it to operate with minimal friction. Most dryer motors have a shaft with a pulley
that drives a belt that turns the drum. However, some are direct-drive motors, meaning it spins the drum without the benefit of a drive belt. Regardless of the type, if the bearings dry out or become worn, they will squeak or squeal. A sure sign it is the motor is if it shuts off for a period to cool down, and then cycles on. If the bearings seize, the motor
won’t work. Blower Wheel or Fan The blower fan is a plastic, nylon, or metal vaned wheel or impeller that draws air into the dryer where it is heated. The fan forces the heated air through the drum and out the vent. The dryer motor shaft drives the blower. The blower may collect lint or debris over time, causing wear or damage to the fan and making
a thumping or squealing noise. Drive Belt The drive belt is a long, narrow flat rubber loop. It goes around the exterior of the drum cylinder and the motor pulley. When you turn the dryer on, the motor spins the pulley, which rotates the belt, and turns the tub. A worn belt may make a thumping or whooshing sound as frayed sections of the belt hit or
feather the drum. If the belt is slipping at the pulley, it will also squeak. Drum Support Rollers Although a dryer is supported at the back with the drum bearing and the front with drum glides, the main weight is often cradled by four drum support rollers. They are located at 5 and 7-o’clock under the drum, with two towards the back and two near the
front. The rollers are like rubber wheels with a bearing at the center. A bolt or shaft goes through the bearing and secures it to a bracket. If the bearings or rubber wear, the support rollers may begin to squeak continuously or intermittently as the dryer heats up, or with heavier loads. Motor Idler Wheel or Pulley The idler pulley is a plastic, metal, or
nylon wheel on a spring-loaded mounting that provides tension to the drive belt. The wheel also has a bearing that permits it to spin with limited friction. A worn pulley or bearing can produce a squealing or squeaking noise. Over time, the sound may become a scraping or thumping noise. If you remove the idler wheel from the belt and spin it, it
should spin freely; otherwise, replace it. Felt Seal The felt seal wraps the edge of the rear of the drum cylinder, and also the front on some models. It seals the seams where the ends of the cylinder meet the top and bottom of the drum. The felt cushions the moving piece and stationary housing, preventing abrasion and limiting unheated airflow into
the drum. The seal can dry out and become shiny, causing a squealing dryer noise when the drum rotates. It may also thump or have a metallic scraping sound if worn through. Clothes may become snagged in the gap or have brown or black streaks where they have rubbed against the unprotected or worn seal edge. Lifters or Baffles Baffles are
molded plastic or metal vanes attached to the inside of the drum. As the drum rotates, they lift and tumble the clothes, improving exposure to the heated air. Some lifters are removable and can squeak as it moves the clothes. If the load is heavy, the tumbling between baffles may cause the drum to slip within the drive belt, making it squeak. Uneven
Legs A dryer squeaking may have a simple solution. The dryer can shift out of level over time, causing it to rock slightly and squeak. Make sure the dryer is level and doesn’t wobble. Loose Screws Loose screws, or those that fall out of pockets, may rattle or jingle, or cause parts to shift and squeak. Items that fall through or become stuck in the
perforations may produce a metallic squeaking or screech noise. Is It Safe to Use a Squeaky Dryer? If your dryer is making a squeak or squeal that is not a usual noise, something is wrong. In most situations, if you can tolerate the sound, finish the load, and consult the owner’s manual or an appliance repair service. The more you use a squealing
dryer, the greater the possibility of causing further damage. An electrical appliance, like an automobile, makes a ‘normal’ sound when operating. If, or when, it begins making an unusual sound, it is cause for concern. We’ve identified eleven possible causes of a dryer squeaking, and almost all require replacing a component. If you can identify the
problem and feel capable of completing the repair, then order the parts and save the cost of a service call. How to Fix a Squeaky Dryer Dryer repairs aren’t impossible tasks provided you have the correct parts. To ensure you have the parts for the repair, you need to identify the problem. Check the drum for screws, nails, paperclips, or even
toothpicks caught to the perforations and causing the noise. If they’'re responsible, the problem is solved. Use a level or see if the dryer wobbles, level, and cross your fingers. Loose baffles or lifters may need to be tightened or replaced. If you notice brown specks or flecks on your clean clothes, check the drum glides. Grayish black streaks on fabric
happen when clothes get caught in the crack the felt should seal. It’s a good indicator that the felt seal needs to be replaced. Note: Unplug the dryer before inspecting or working on it, 240 volts is deadly. Shut off the gas to gas dryers too. To check the other potential causes, pull the dryer out so you can work around it. You may need to remove the
front, back, or top of the dryer cabinet, depending on the make and model. It is best to refer to the owner’s manual. Check online if you can’t find one. It’s also helpful to watch some dryer repair videos online before deciding to repair it. Most repairs require a few common tools: Slot and Phillips screwdriver Adjustable wrench or box wrenches Paint
scraper or putty knife C-clamp Sandpaper -100 grit Pliers Rubber mallet Electric drill and rivet gun if dryer glides are riveted in place. The drum bearing is located at the rear of the drum, so you'll need to remove the back cover or top for a visual inspection. If you observe metal filings around or below the bearing location, you may have identified the
problem. Check the blower wheel or fan from the back of the dryer. There is often a vented access panel at the bottom of the dryer back where the air is drawn in by the fan. Remove and clean if necessary, check the fan rotation, and if it makes noise. To inspect and access the idler pulley, drum support rollers, drive belt, and drum glides, remove the
front of the dryer cabinet. The top of the cabinet may need to be lifted for the front to pop out, or to remove a screw or two. To unclip the top, use a putty knife or paint scraper. Insert it in the crack between the top and sides of the cabinet. Slide it from back to front until you encounter a clip. Move the knife out, and then push it back against the clip
to get it to release. Do the same on the other side. Lift the top and clamp it, so it stays open. Remove the screws holding the front in place - don’t misplace the screws. Pull out and lift at the same time to remove the front panel. Note: Screw tips and metal parts may have sharp points or edges that may cause injury, use caution. Use a light source and
inspect the belt, rollers, and pulleys. Check for loose screws or bolts, wearing, fraying, smooth glassy spots, discoloring, or metal filing. Check the drum glides once the front panel is off. Look at the inside of the front panel. If the plastic or nylon glide is worn or the felt is brittle, consider replacing while the dryer is open. If there is a felt seal at the
front, inspect it too. Inspect that the idler pulley and spring work. Disconnect the spring to loosen the belt. Spin the idler wheel, if it sticks, squeaks, or wobbles; replace. With the idler tension off, rotate the drum and listen for noise from the drum bearing and support rollers. This is also a good time to spin the motor shaft and drive pulley. If it
squeaks or doesn’t spin freely, and isn’t under warranty, you have a decision to make - what kind of new dryer to purchase. If the drive belt is frayed, glassy from slipping or has thin sections from uneven wear, replace it. Check the manual when unplugging the wire harness and removing mounting hardware. You may have to remove the idler pulley
mount too. Slide the new belt into place, loop it like the original one, and reattach everything, and then plug in the wire harness. Once you’ve identified the cause of the squeak, look for the make, model, and year - the serial number is helpful too. The information is often on a sticker on the back of the dryer, or inside the door. Order the service kit for
$50 to $100 or parts needed for the repair. The owner’s manual has contact information, check online, or where you purchased the dryer for what you require. If the drum is rusting or the motor needs replacing, it could be time for a new appliance. Conclusion A dryer is an essential tool in many households and commonly lasts for decades, so when it
starts squeaking loudly, it’s a cause for concern. With limited moving parts, identifying the cause of the noise is fairly easy. Common repairs are replacing the belt, idler pulley, felt, glides, and drum bearing. Failure to repair, however, can lead to motor damage, which often means replacing the dryer. Hopefully, you have a better understanding of how
a dryer works and what can cause it to squeak. Repairing a dryer is often less expensive than purchasing a new unit, even if you hire a professional to do the job. If you found the article helpful and interesting, please share it with others. As always, your comments and suggestions are appreciated. You May Also Like: If your dryer is squeaking, it can
be frustrating because it’s a noise that you don’t normally hear.So what’s the deal? Why is your dryer squeaking and what can you do about it?In a lot of cases, it’s probably not as serious as you think.In most cases, a squeaky dryer is simply the result of normal wear and tear on the drum or belt. However, if the noise is accompanied by other
symptoms like reduced drying efficiency or strange smells, then there could be a more serious problem.Here are 15 reasons why your dryer might be squeaking along with possible solutions.If your dryer is squeaking, it could be because the drum roller axles are worn out.When the axles become worn out, they can no longer support the weight of the
drum.This causes the drum to rub against other parts of the dryer, which creates a squeaking sound.To confirm this, you can remove the front panel of the dryer and take a look at the rollers.If the rollers are worn out, they won'’t be in proper shape or broken.Solution: If the axles are worn out, they will need to be replaced. It’s best to call a technician
to get it replaced.Another possibility is that the dryer belt is loose or damaged.The dryer belts are responsible for turning drums during the operation.A loose or damaged dryer belt is a common cause of squeaking noises.Simply, open the back panel and access the drive belt and see if it’s broken or frayed.Solution: If the dryer belt is loose, it can slip
and cause the drum to rub against other parts of the dryer. To fix this, tighten or replace the belt as needed.Likewise, if the belt is damaged, it will need to be replaced.If your dryer is making a squeaking noise, it could be because the glides are worn out.The glides are located under the drum and they help to support and rotate the drum.Over time,
the glides can become worn out, which will cause the drum to squeak when it rotates.Solution: If the glides are worn out, they will need to be replaced. You can buy replacement glides online or at a hardware store. Be sure to get the right size that suits your dryer. Once you have the replacement glides, simply remove the old ones and install the new
ones.If your dryer is squeaking, it could be because the felt seal on the door is damaged.This seal helps to keep the door closed tightly so that heat can’t escape.This seal also helps to keep the drum in place and prevents clothes from getting caught between the drum and the walls of the dryer. When the seal wears out, it can cause the drum to move
around, which makes a squeaking sound and it can also cause the dryer to squeak as it tries to close the door.Solution: You may simply, get the replacement sea and fix them at home. If you are having a hard time installing the seal, simply call a technician.If the idler pulley is loose OR damaged, it can cause the dryer to squeak.Solution: A damaged or
faulty idler pulley should be replaced immediately to stop the annoying noise or to avoid further damage.The rollers could be worn out and these rollers help to support the drum of the dryer as it spins.If they are worn out, then they can’t grip the drum properly and this can cause the drum to squeak as it rubs.Solution: You should check the rollers
and if they are worn out then simply replace them. You can simply, do this yourself or you may hire a service professional. Replacing the rollers is a relatively easy job and shouldn’t take more than a few minutes.If the dryer is not level, the drum can become unbalanced and start to wobble.This can cause a squeaking noise. Solution: To fix this, simply
adjust the leveling feet on the dryer until it is level.If your dryer is squeaking, there could be something caught in the dryer vent or you have a heavily clogged vent.Over time, lint can build up in the vent and cause the dryer to squeak when it’s turned on. This could be a piece of lint or debris that is blocking the airflow.If this is the case, you should
clean out the vent to remove the obstruction.Solution: This is a simple problem to fix, just clean out the vent and the squeaking should stop.If your dryer is old, it could simply be that the bearings are starting to wear out.This will cause the dryer to squeak during function or it may make a grinding noise.Solution: It is not worth repairing the bearings
or they are simply not repairable if damaged. Hence, get them replaced to get rid of the annoying noise coming off the dryer.It is also possible that there is something wrong with the motor.Solution: You may need to contact a service professional to inspect the possible cause of the fault with the drive motor and provide you with a better resolution. If
the motor has turned faulty, then, it may need to be replaced.If your dryer is squeaking, it could be because something is blocking the drum.This could be a piece of clothing that got caught in the drum while it was spinning. Or, it could be a build-up of lint or other debris. Solution: If you think there is something blocking the drum, you should open up
the dryer and take a look. If you see something blocking the path of the drum, you should remove it and then clean out the dryer to prevent it from happening again.One of the most common reasons why dryers squeak is that they are not level.If your dryer is not level, it can cause the drum to rub against the side of the dryer, which will create a
squeaking noise.You can check to see if your dryer is level by using a spirit level tool. Solution: If the level shows that the dryer is not level, you can try to adjust the feet until it is level.If your dryer is squeaking, it may need some lubrication. Solution: You may take help from a professional to get it lubricated. They will be able to properly lubricate all
of the moving parts on your dryer.If your dryer is squeaking, it could be because a part is loose or damaged.Check all of the bolts and screws to make sure they are tight.Also, check for any damage to the dryer drum or other parts. Solution: Call out for service in order to get the internet parts inspected for any loose connectivity. If you find any
damage, you may have to replace the damaged part.You may still be able to use the dryer that is making a squeaking sound, but prolonged usage may cost you a lot.Hence, it is recommended to get them repaired in a timely manner.In most cases, you may need to dismantle the components of the dryer, therefore calling a professional will make a lot
of sense to diagnose and fix the underlying cause.Here are some common questions related to dryers that may help.It’s not recommended to use a squeaking dryer for prolonged periods of time. A squeaking dryer is definitely not normal and indicates wear and tear that needs attention.You can lubricate the rollers yourself by removing the front panel
of the dryer and applying a few drops of oil to the rollers.Yes, if your dryer is squeaking, you can try lubricating the rollers or glides with WD-40. You can also try tightening the belt. If neither of these solutions works, you may need to replace the rollers or glides.If your dryer is making a high-pitched squeaking sound, it could be due to a number of
reasons. Some of the common reasons include a loose drum, lack of lubrication, or a damaged roller. You should inspect the dryer and try to identify the root cause of the squeaking sound. Once you know the cause, you can take appropriate measures to fix the problem.If your dryer belt is beginning to wear out, it will start to make a squealing noise.
The squealing noise will be loudest when the dryer first starts up. As the belt continues to run, the squealing noise will become constant. A bad dryer belt can cause the dryer to overheat. Overheating can further damage the dryer’s motor and other components.One of the most common reasons for a dryer to start squeaking is that the drum rollers
are dry. The rollers help to support the drum as it turns. Over time, they can become dry and start to squeak. If your dryer is starting to squeak, you may be able to stop the noise by greasing the drum rollers. With more than 30 years of experience as an appliance repair technician, I've seen and heard hundreds of squeaky dryers. It’'s a common
complaint with multiple possible causes. A few years ago, I was asked to fix a really noisy, squeaky dryer. When I tested it, it sounded like nails on a chalkboard! I opened it up and found the rear bearing had completely deteriorated due to years of normal wear. No wonder it sounded so bad! Replacing the rear bearing fixed the problem and gave the
customer another eight years of quiet drying. Often, replacing a common part returns the dryer to its original noise level. These are repairs you can easily do yourself to save some money. Here’s a list of the common reasons why your dryer squeaks: Dryer Belt Is Worn or Misaligned, or the Tension Is Off @hustleplusmuscle2 How to replace the belt in
your dryer. #sidehustle #fyp #fyp> #beyourownboss #diy #dryer S Call the Doctor (Instrumental) - Ellen Once Again Dryer belts can slip out of position due to wear or overloading. When the belt no longer lines up correctly, it can rub against parts of the tensioning wheel arm and make a bad squeaking noise. If the belt breaks, it can be replaced in
the same way as a belt that slipped off. Here’s how: Unplug the dryer and find the belt. On most dryers, you remove the top panel, then the front panel. You may need to also remove the filter housing. Reach in and push the idler/tensioner to one side to take tension off the belt. While doing this, you can slip the belt off the dryer motor’s small pulley.
Pull the belt off the drum. Find your dryer’s model number and order a new dryer belt online. They’re not that expensive. The new belt will be made of soft flexible rubber that’s less likely to squeak or break. Install the new belt by reversing the process of taking it off. The only difficult part: Pushing the idler wheel to the side while slipping the belt
back over the small motor pulley. Once it’s on, spin the drum by hand a few times to be sure the belt won’t slip off. Dryer Drum Glides and Rollers Are Worn When this happens, the glides and rollers can make a rumbling noise or a squeak. Use the technique above to take off the belt. Pull the entire drum out of the dryer cabinet to expose the glides or
support rollers. The support rollers hold up the weight of the drum as it spins. You’ll need circlip pliers to remove and install the circlips (aka retaining rings) that hold on the support rollers. Order a set of new support rollers, using the dryer’s model number. Replace the support rollers. Or: Dryer Bearings Are Worn or Damaged In my experience,
worn-out bearings are the most common cause of a squeaky dryer. The front and rear bearings hold up the entire weight of the drum and gradually wear out due to friction. The front bearing is usually just a slippery plastic surface that holds the weight of the drum. The rear bearing is usually a metal ball that sits in a plastic cup supporting the rear
weight of the drum. When they wear out, you’ll probably hear an awful metal-on-metal sound. Fortunately, the bearings are inexpensive and easy to replace. Dryer Idler Pulley Is Malfunctioning @yanez4ever If you want something said, ask a man; if you want something done, ask a woman! #iknowsomethingyoudont #samsungdryerrepair #fyp
@yanez4ever fI everyone stream Carly Rae Jepsens Dedicated album - jaden The idler pulley keeps the right amount of tension on the dryer belt so it won't slip or fall off. Sometimes the wheel on the pulley needs lubrication or it will squeak. Lubricate or replace the idler wheel. Remove the dryer drum, as shown above. Often a few drops of general
purpose machine oil on the idler pulley wheel shaft will get rid of the squeak. You can also easily replace a worn out idler wheel by removing a small bolt at the base of the idler pulley arm. You can order a new idler wheel by doing a Google search with the model number and the word “Idler pulley.” Foreign Object or Debris Is Trapped in the Dryer
It’s rare, but sometimes metal objects get caught between the front edge of the dryer drum and the front bearing surface. I've found small metal zippers and screws that caused the annoying high-pitched squeak. If you suspect there’s an object or debris causing the squeak, take a bright flashlight and look carefully at the gap between the front of the
dryer drum and the front bearing it rests on. If you see something, remove the object or debris and test the dryer to see if it still squeaks. Dryer’s Moving Parts Need Lubrication If the idler wheel squeaks, a little lubrication is the answer. If your dryer has a small removable panel below the door, remove the screws allows, then the panel. You’ll have
access to the idler wheel. It may just need a few drops of general purpose machine oil on the idler wheel shaft. NOTE: The dryer support wheels are not designed to be lubricated with oil. Oiling the support wheels can cause them to prematurely wear out. Final Thoughts You can still use your dryer even when it squeaks, but that squeak is a warning.
Don’t wait too long to replace or fix the parts that are, or will soon be, worn out. If your dryer has started emitting a high-pitched squeaking sound, don’t despair. This common issue can usually be resolved with a little troubleshooting and some simple repairs. Here’s a comprehensive guide to help you identify the cause of the squeak and fix it
effectively. Possible Causes of the Squeaking Sound Worn Drum Rollers: These rollers support the dryer drum and can become worn or damaged over time, causing a squeaking noise as the drum rotates. Loose or Damaged Belt: The belt connects the motor to the drum and can become loose or damaged, resulting in a high-pitched squeal during
operation. Dryer Vent Clogged: A clogged dryer vent can restrict airflow and cause the dryer to overheat, leading to a squeaking sound. Faulty Idler Pulley: The idler pulley helps to tension the belt and can become worn or damaged, causing a squeaking noise. Damaged Blower Wheel: The blower wheel circulates air through the dryer and can become
damaged or unbalanced, creating a high-pitched squeak. Loose or Damaged Drum Baffles: These baffles help to lift and tumble the clothes and can become loose or damaged, resulting in a squeaking noise. Foreign Objects in the Dryer: Sometimes, small objects like coins or buttons can get stuck in the dryer and cause a squeaking sound as they move
around. Troubleshooting and Repair Steps 1. Check the Drum Rollers: Remove the front panel of the dryer and inspect the drum rollers for any signs of wear or damage. If they are worn, they will need to be replaced. 2. Inspect the Belt: Check the belt for any signs of fraying, cracking, or stretching. If the belt is damaged, it will need to be replaced. 3.
Clean the Dryer Vent: Disconnect the dryer from the power supply and use a vacuum cleaner to remove any lint or debris from the dryer vent hose. 4. Replace the Idler Pulley: If the idler pulley is worn or damaged, it will need to be replaced. This involves removing the front panel of the dryer and accessing the pulley. 5. Check the Blower Wheel:
Remove the rear panel of the dryer and inspect the blower wheel for any damage or imbalances. If the wheel is damaged, it will need to be replaced. 6. Tighten Loose Drum Baffles: If the drum baffles are loose, they can be tightened by removing the front panel of the dryer and using a screwdriver to secure them. 7. Remove Foreign Objects: Check
the dryer drum and remove any foreign objects that may be causing the squeaking noise. Clean the dryer lint filter regularly to prevent buildup and reduce the risk of overheating. Inspect the dryer belt and drum rollers periodically and replace them if they show signs of wear. Keep the dryer vent clean to ensure proper airflow and prevent
overheating. Avoid overloading the dryer, as this can put extra strain on the components and lead to premature wear. If you're still experiencing a high-pitched squeaking sound from your dryer after following these steps, it’s recommended to consult a qualified appliance repair technician for further diagnosis and repair. With proper troubleshooting
and maintenance, you can keep your dryer running smoothly and quietly for years to come. Basics You Wanted To Know Q: Why is my dryer making a high-pitched squeaking sound during the drying cycle? A: The squeaking sound is likely caused by worn drum rollers, a loose or damaged belt, a clogged dryer vent, a faulty idler pulley, damaged
blower wheel, loose drum baffles, or foreign objects in the dryer. Q: How can I fix the squeaking sound coming from my dryer? A: Troubleshooting and repair steps include checking the drum rollers, inspecting the belt, cleaning the dryer vent, replacing the idler pulley, checking the blower wheel, tightening loose drum baffles, and removing foreign
objects. Q: Is it safe to continue using my dryer if it’'s making a high-pitched squeaking sound? A: It’s not advisable to continue using the dryer if it’s making a high-pitched squeaking sound, as it could indicate a serious issue that requires repair. We’ve all been there—you're doing laundry, and suddenly your dryer starts making a high-pitched, nails-
on-a-chalkboard kind of noise. If you've ever caught yourself yelling over that annoying sound, you're not alone. “Why is my dryer squeaking?” is one of the most searched questions for homeowners dealing with noisy appliances. It’s more than just an irritation—it could be a cry for help from a machine that's about to give out. The good news? That
squeak is often a tell-tale sign of something minor going wrong. Whether it’s a belt, bearing, or roller, understanding the root cause of the squeak can save you time, money, and a serious headache down the line. In this article, we’re diving deep into the squeaky world of dryers—what causes the sound, how to diagnose it, and what you can do about
it. Dryer squeaking can range from faint whines to ear-piercing screeches, and while the noise might vary, the causes are surprisingly consistent across brands and models. Whether it’s a Samsung, Whirlpool, GE, or Maytag, squeaks typically stem from worn-out parts, poor maintenance, or even manufacturer defects. Let’s get to the bottom of this
squeaky mystery and help you bring peace back to your laundry room. The Top Reasons Your Dryer Is Squeaking Before you tear your dryer apart or call in reinforcements, it helps to understand what might be going wrong. Here are the most common culprits when your dryer starts sounding more like a squeaky toy than a household appliance. Worn
Out Drum Bearings Drum bearings are what help the dryer drum rotate smoothly. These small but mighty components handle a ton of stress over time, and when they wear out, your dryer will let you know with a persistent, grinding squeak. When the bearings begin to fail, the drum will start to drag or rotate unevenly. This irregular movement
causes metal-on-metal friction—resulting in a high-pitched squeal that grows worse with each cycle. You might even notice the dryer struggling to turn or completing cycles slower than usual. Here’s the kicker: ignoring worn bearings doesn't just result in noise. It can cause long-term damage to the drum or motor, both of which are far more
expensive repairs. So if your dryer’s drum sounds like it's struggling to spin, it’s time to check the bearings. Quick Tip: Open the dryer door and try to rotate the drum by hand. Your bearings might be toast if it feels stiff, grindy, or uneven. Damaged Drive Belt The drive belt is essentially the muscle of your dryer. It wraps around the drum and motor
pulley, helping the drum rotate as the motor runs. Over time, the belt can wear thin, crack, or even loosen—especially if the dryer has been overloaded. When the belt gets damaged, you’ll often hear a consistent squeaking or thumping sound. This is the belt slipping or rubbing against other components. The sound may worsen with heavier loads or
disappear when the dryer is empty. One way to confirm this? Open the back panel of your dryer and inspect the belt. If it looks glazed, frayed, or has obvious signs of wear, it's likely the root of your squeak. Replacing the drive belt is a relatively simple repair—one that most DIYers can handle with a bit of patience and a screwdriver. Pro Tip: Always
unplug the dryer before inspecting internal parts. Safety first! Defective Idler Pulley Now, this little part does a big job. The idler pulley maintains the proper tension on the drive belt, making sure it doesn't slip off during cycles. But like all moving parts, it can wear out over time, especially if lint buildup or poor maintenance enters the mix. When the
idler pulley starts to go bad, it often creates a distinct squealing noise that increases as the dryer runs. This is due to the pulley wheel failing to spin freely, often causing friction between the belt and other moving parts. A faulty pulley may also lead to additional wear on your drive belt, doubling your repair costs if not addressed promptly. If you're
noticing a rhythmic squeak that kicks in once the drum starts moving, there’s a good chance the idler pulley is your problem. Fun Fact: A failing pulley can sometimes be temporarily quieted with lubrication, but that’s just a short-term fix. Replacement is the only real solution. Worn Roller Shafts and Drum Rollers Most dryers use drum rollers to
support the drum as it turns. These rollers are mounted on shafts and help keep everything balanced. But after years of heat, weight, and motion, these parts can begin to degrade. Worn-out rollers or their shafts often lead to a screeching or grinding noise that intensifies as the drum spins faster. In some cases, you might even hear a banging or
thudding sound if the rollers are severely damaged or misaligned. To check for this issue, you’ll need to remove the dryer’s front or rear panel. Look for any visible wear, flat spots, or cracking on the rollers. If one is bad, chances are the others aren’t far behind—so replacing them in pairs or as a full set is highly recommended. Bonus: Some newer
dryers use plastic support wheels instead of rubber rollers. These tend to wear out faster but are easier (and cheaper) to replace. Motor Malfunction or Failure The worst-case scenario? Your dryer motor is failing. Though this isn't the most common cause of squeaking, it’s a definite possibility—especially if the dryer also struggles to start, gets hot
quickly, or makes a buzzing noise along with the squeak. Dryer motors have internal bearings that can wear down over time. When they do, they’ll produce a loud squealing or humming noise that won’t go away until the motor is replaced. If your dryer has reached 8-10 years of age, and you’re hearing this type of sound, it might be nearing the end of
its road. Signs of motor issues: Burning smell Difficulty starting Vibration during cycles Persistent, high-pitched noise At this stage, you’ll need to weigh the cost of replacing the motor against the cost of buying a new unit. Identifying Where the Squeak Is Coming From Pinpointing when and where the squeak happens can be just as important as
identifying the part causing it. Dryers don’t all squeak the same way—some might whine during startup, others screech mid-cycle, while some start and stop at random. These clues are critical in narrowing down the root issue. Squeaking When It Starts If your dryer only squeaks at startup, it’s often due to parts that are temporarily misaligned or
cold. This includes belts, pulleys, and bearings that may contract when the dryer is off and expand as it warms up. Think of it like your joints creaking in the morning—annoying, but not necessarily serious right away. However, if this noise worsens or lasts longer, it could signal a pulley or belt on its last legs. In other words, don’t ignore those
morning cries from your dryer. A dryer that squeaks when it starts and then runs quietly is waving a warning flag. Catch it early, and you might avoid a bigger (and more expensive) fix down the road. Squeaking During the Cycle Constant squeaking while the dryer is running usually means something inside is under ongoing stress. The most likely
suspects? The drum rollers or idler pulley. This kind of squeak is persistent and usually rhythmic—Ilike a squeal that aligns with the drum’s spin. If the noise grows louder with heavier loads or longer cycles, you're probably dealing with parts that are wearing out from overuse. Ignoring this kind of noise can lead to severe wear or even total failure of
the drum support system, which can in turn affect your motor. The result? A repair bill that could’ve been avoided with early intervention. Squeaking When Spinning or Turning When the drum itself is turning and the squeak appears or intensifies, it’s often a mechanical issue directly related to the drum’s movement. This could include: Worn drum
glides (which help the drum move smoothly) Loose drum belt Bad roller shafts Drum glides are small plastic pieces that help reduce friction. When they wear out, they can cause the metal drum to scrape against the housing—creating a sharp, high-pitched squeal. These are often cheaper to replace than belts or pulleys but require opening up the
dryer. Also, check the drive belt tension—if it’s loose or off-track, it will slip or rub during spinning, creating that unmistakable squeaking noise. Squeaking Then Stops Suddenly Here’s a strange one: the squeak starts... then vanishes. Like magic. But it’s not magic—it’s mechanics. This pattern usually happens when parts are expanding with heat and
correcting alignment mid-cycle. It’s common with: Mildly loose belts Bearings with initial stiffness Idler pulleys that need lubrication Don’t be fooled by the quiet—intermittent squeaking means something’s still wrong, it’s just temporarily masked. The part will likely fail completely soon, bringing the noise back for good (along with more costly
damage). Model-Specific Squeaking Issues Now let’s talk brands. While many dryers share similar internal components, some brands have unique tendencies when it comes to squeaking. Knowing these quirks can help you troubleshoot faster. Samsung Dryer Squeaking Samsung dryers are well-known for their efficient tech, but they’'re also infamous
for idler pulley and roller failures. If your Samsung dryer is squeaking, check the rear rollers and idler pulley first—they’'re high-stress parts that often wear prematurely. Also, Samsung uses drum support rollers that wear unevenly, especially with heavy usage. A chirping noise that turns into a squeak is often the first sign. LG Dryer Squeaking Why is
my LG dryer squeaking? Chances are, it’s because of a bad drum support roller or a loose belt. LG front-load models frequently deal with roller issues and sometimes even warped dryer drums, especially in older units. Start by listening for a low-pitch squeak that ramps up during the cycle—that's often the sound of a roller beginning to fail. Whirlpool
Dryer Squeaking If your Whirlpool dryer is squeaking, especially during heating cycles, it might be time to check the drum glides or idler pulley. These parts wear out from high heat or if the vent system isn’t cleaned regularly. Squeaking Whirlpool dryers often also have lint issues, so before replacing anything, make sure your dryer vent isn’t causing
excessive internal heat. Learn how to do that in this detailed dryer vent cleaning guide. Maytag Dryer Squeaking The Maytag Bravos and Bravos XL models are well-built but prone to motor pulley and drive belt wear. If your Maytag dryer is squeaking, especially when loaded, it’s likely due to the belt slipping under strain. In some cases, a worn motor
pulley or bearing inside the motor housing might be the cause, which is harder (but not impossible) to replace. GE and Kenmore Dryer Squeaking Both GE and Kenmore dryers often suffer from front drum bearing wear. These brands rely heavily on plastic or felt drum supports, which can easily wear down with regular use. If your GE dryer is
squeaking, or your Kenmore sounds like a banshee, check the front panel for felt wear or loose metal edges. These models are also more prone to lint infiltration, so regular cleaning is key. Is It Safe to Use a Squeaky Dryer? Short answer? Sometimes—but you're taking a risk. A dryer making a squeaking noise might still function, but that doesn’t
mean it’s working properly. Squeaks can be early warning signs of deeper mechanical problems. The longer you ignore them, the greater the chance of further wear and tear—not to mention possible safety hazards. Here’s what could go wrong if you keep running a squeaky dryer: Overheating: Worn rollers or a tight drum can cause motor strain,
making your dryer overheat. Fire Hazard: A frayed or slipping belt could create sparks or overheat. Complete Breakdown: A minor squeak today could lead to a dead dryer tomorrow, usually taking other parts with it. Energy Waste: A squeaky dryer is usually an inefficient dryer. If the drum isn’t turning smoothly, it takes more time and energy to dry
your clothes. While a single squeak isn’t always an emergency, ongoing noise should never be ignored. Addressing issues early often saves money, time, and the inconvenience of replacing your dryer entirely. How to Troubleshoot a Squeaky Dryer at Home You don’t need to be a certified technician to pinpoint the source of your dryer’s squeak. With a
bit of caution and the right steps, many dryer issues can be identified—and even fixed—without professional help. Step-by-Step DIY Diagnosis Unplug the Dryer: Always start by cutting the power. Safety first. Spin the Drum Manually: Open the door and try to turn the drum. Does it feel smooth or rough? Listen for noises. Remove the Back or Front
Panel: Depending on your model, access the belt, rollers, and motor by removing the appropriate panel. Inspect the Drive Belt: Look for frays, cracks, or signs of wear. Check the Idler Pulley and Rollers: Spin them by hand. Do they squeak, stick, or wobble? Look for Lint Buildup: Lint can clog components and create unexpected friction. Lubricate
Where Appropriate: Use manufacturer-approved lubricant on metal contact points (not on belts or pulleys). Reassemble and Test: If everything looks good, put it back together and listen for changes during a test cycle. If after all of this the squeak remains—or you’'re not sure what you're seeing—it may be time to get expert help. When to Call in the
Pros While a DIY approach can work for basic issues, some squeaks need expert eyes. If your dryer is: Still squeaking after replacing parts Making multiple kinds of noises (squeaks, bangs, or grinding) Smelling like burning Not drying clothes properly anymore Then it’s time to call in a professional. Trust us—it’s better to invest in a solid repair than
risk a dryer fire or total breakdown. Luckily, True Appliance Repair offers expert, affordable washer and dryer repair services, whether your machine is a squeaky relic or a brand-new model acting up. Preventing Dryer Squeaks in the Future They say an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure—and that’s especially true when it comes to
squeaky dryers. Here’s how to keep your machine running smoothly for years to come. Routine Maintenance Tips Clean the Lint Trap Every Load: This keeps air flowing and parts cooler. Inspect the Belt Annually: Even a visual check can spot trouble early. Listen for New Noises: Get familiar with how your dryer should sound. Balance Your Loads:
Uneven loads stress the drum and internal parts. Don’t Overload the Dryer: It’s one of the top causes of premature wear. Schedule seasonal tune-ups or DIY inspections. Think of it like an o0il change for your dryer. Dryer Cleaning and Lint Management Lint isn’t just a drying inefficiency—it’s a fire hazard. Over time, lint builds up not only in the filter
but in the vent hose, motor housing, and internal components. And yes, it can cause squeaking, too. We highly recommend checking out our guide on how to clean your dryer vent to avoid fires and extend the life of your machine. Clean machines = quiet machines. Dryer Repairs: DIY vs Professional Help Let’s be real—not every squeak is worth a
service call. But not every squeak should be fixed by a YouTube tutorial either. Knowing when to go DIY and when to hire a pro is the key to cost-effective appliance care. DIY is great when: You're dealing with belts, rollers, or basic parts. You have the tools and some mechanical know-how. The dryer is older and less valuable. Professional help is
better when: The dryer is still under warranty. You suspect electrical or motor failure. You want peace of mind and fast service. Need help deciding? Check out our detailed guide on DIY vs hiring a professional for appliance repair. Smart Dryers and Squeaking Issues in Modern Homes You might assume that new technology means fewer problems,
but that’s not always the case. Smart dryers are more complex, and more potential failure points come with more components. Many homeowners in Dallas are upgrading to smart home tech. If you're one of them, read our take on smart appliances in Dallas and how smart dryers fit into the future of home care. Spoiler alert: they still squeak.
Whirlpool Dryer Heating Issues and Squeaking If you own a Whirlpool dryer and notice it’s squeaking and not drying properly, you could be dealing with a worn heating element or motor strain. A broken heater can overheat other parts, accelerating wear on rollers and belts. Sound familiar? We’ve put together a complete DIY Whirlpool heating
element guide to help you fix this from start to finish. The Fire Hazard You Didn’t Know About - Lint and Squeaks That annoying squeak might be more than mechanical—it could be the start of a serious problem. Lint buildup is the #1 cause of dryer-related fires, and it can lead to overheating and, yes, squeaking. So don’t take shortcuts here.
Cleaning your dryer vent isn’t just smart—it’s safe. Learn how in this dryer vent cleaning tutorial and make it part of your regular routine. Professional Help for Squeaky Dryers If your DIY attempts didn’t fix the squeak—or you just don’t want to get your hands dirty—don’t worry. The pros at True Appliance Repair can handle it all. From belt
replacements to motor overhauls, they’ll get your dryer back to whisper-quiet condition. Fast, affordable, and always professional. Trustworthy Repairs Near You Still wondering “why is my dryer squeaking”? Don’t let the noise drive you crazy. Whether it's a Samsung or a Whirlpool, old or new, squeaky dryers are fixable—and usually worth fixing.
Need help from people who actually know dryers inside and out? Visit True Appliance Repair for home appliance repair and book your fix today. Summary Dryer squeaks aren’t just annoying—they’re warnings. Whether your machine is squeaking at startup, mid-cycle, or randomly, the noise almost always signals a deeper issue with rollers, belts,
pulleys, or the motor. But here’s the good news: most squeaky dryers are easily fixable with the right approach. And if DIY isn’t your style, local pros can step in and take care of it without breaking the bank. So next time you ask yourself, “why is my dryer squeaking?”, remember—it’s not just a sound. It’s your dryer calling out for help. FAQs 1. Why
is my dryer squeaking when it starts? This is often due to a cold or stiff drive belt or idler pulley that loosens up as the dryer warms. It's usually an early warning sign. 2. Can I fix a squeaky dryer myself? Yes, if you're comfortable opening the machine and replacing basic parts like belts or rollers. If not, call a pro. 3. Is it dangerous to run a squeaky
dryer? Over time, yes. Squeaks can indicate worn parts that may overheat, fail, or even pose a fire risk if ignored. 4. How much does it cost to repair a squeaky dryer? Repairs typically range from $100 to $300 depending on the part and labor. DIY repairs can cost under $50. 5. Which dryer parts are most likely to squeak? The most common squeaky
parts include the drive belt, drum rollers, idler pulley, and motor bearings. When your dryer makes a squeaking or squealing sound, it may be a sign that a repair or replacement is needed. Use this guide to troubleshoot your squeaking dryer and find out whether you can fix the problem yourself or if professional help is needed. There are several
possible causes of a squealing dryer, including unlevel installation, damaged drum bearings, a faulty drive belt, a worn out idler pulley, a damaged roller shaft or a malfunctioning motor. Discovering the cause of your squeaky dryer can help you determine how to resolve the issue. If your dryer is squeaking, you may be able to fix the problem on your
own. Read on below for a general guide to fixing a screeching dryer. Specific instructions for troubleshooting a problem with your dryer may vary depending on the model, so it is important to always consult your product manual before beginning a repair. A squeaking dryer should not be ignored as continued use can cause further damage and lead to
a more lengthy repair. Learn more about other loud dryer noises and what to do if your dryer stops spinning. Dryer drum rollers do require proper lubrication to keep your dryer from squeaking, but accessing the parts requires the help of a professional. You can schedule a service appointment for your Whirlpool® dryer. Do not use WD-40 to grease
the parts of your dryer. This solution can pose a fire risk as it is combustible and dryers run at very high temperatures. Service technicians can ensure that only manufacturer-approved lubricants are used. When your dryer drum rollers begin to wear down, your dryer may squeak when in use. The problem should be addressed quickly to prevent
further wear and ensure proper function. Modern dryers require disassembly to access the pulley and should be lubricated with the help of a licensed technician. Whether you need to replace a broken dryer or simply want to upgrade your laundry room, Whirlpool brand has a wide selection of dryers to choose from. From the energy-saving
EcoBoost™ option to the AutoDry™ drying system that senses when clothes have reached the right moisture content, Whirlpool offers a variety of features designed to help you properly care for your family’s laundry. A poorly leveled dryer will cause squeaking noises, so adjust the feet by either loosening or tightening the area.If the laundry's belt is
too loose, worn, or poorly lubricated, it needs to either be completely replaced or lubricated properly.If the idler pulley or the mechanism holding fails, the belt can lose tension and squeak. You may also need to replace the motor. Loading your dryer, then turning it on only to be surprised by a shrill squeak can really put a damper on your day,
especially if you have no idea what's causing the strange dryer sound. Luckily, there are a few common reasons that clothes dryers squeak, and most of them are easy to fix yourself. To help you get your dryer running smoothly again, we've listed seven reasons why your dryer is squeaking and how to fix it without calling a pro. A squeaky sound could
result from several different dryer problems, from the belt to the bearings to the motor, and even something as simple as lint buildup. Here's how to tell for sure so you can fix your squeaky dryer yourself. Want more home reno project tips and inspiration? Sign up for our free daily newsletter for the latest how-tos, reno guides, and more! While it may
not seem like a big deal, a dryer being out of level can cause it to run poorly, even resulting in squeaky operation. To level your appliance, simply adjust the feet by screwing them in or out, checking the top of a dryer with a level as you do so. Just because you've been religiously cleaning your lint filter doesn't mean lint buildup couldn't be to blame for
your dryer's strange sounds. Lint can sneak past the filter into the dryer's internals, where it can cause anything from squeaks to fires. To clean out the lint, you'll have to remove one or more of the dryer's exterior shell pieces to access the area around the drum. Once inside, thoroughly vacuum the lint out of every nook and cranny, focusing on the
areas around the motor, belt, bearings, and pulleys. Dryer belts don't last forever, and once they begin to loosen or wear, an annoying squeak often follows. If it's loose, it's likely worn, so it's best to go ahead and replace it. Replacing a belt isn't hard on most dryers, but the difficulty level can vary from model to model. This is the usual process:
Remove the exterior covers.Remove the drum.Replace the belt, positioning the new belt just like the old one. Reinstall the drum and give it a test spin.Reinstall the covers. The drum bearings help the dryer spin smoothly and keep the drum steady. If the bearings wear or are lacking proper lubricant, they will often squeal. Remove the covers to access
the inside of the dryer and inspect each drum bearing. If the bearings look to be in good shape, use a high-heat synthetic lubricant to lubricate the shafts they spin on. If they look worn or damaged, replace the bearings. The bearings may still squeal after replacement or lubrication, and this is often a telltale sign of a worn shaft. The shafts that the
bearings spin on often get worn or rusted, which causes them to squeak and eventually damage the bearings. To replace worn or rusted roller shafts, you just slide the bearing off, unbolt them, and bolt on the replacement shafts. Dryers rely on an idler pulley to provide tension for the belt, which keeps the drum rotating smoothly. If the idler pulley or
the mechanism holding it fails in any way, the belt can lose tension, which can cause squeaking and premature wear. Here's how to replace the idler pulley: Remove the drum and belt.Unbolt the pulley assembly.Bolt on the new pulley assembly and give it a test spin.Push on the arm to ensure it springs back with tension before replacing the belt. In
some cases, you may be able to tighten the existing idler pulley by moving it closer to the motor. In less common cases, the dryer motor itself could be the cause of the squeak. This is a more expensive and more involved repair than the other causes of dryer squeaks, and it's often best to consult an appliance technician for guidance. While swapping
out the dryer motor isn't terribly difficult, it can be difficult to determine if the dryer motor is, in fact, the cause of the dryer's squeak. An appliance technician has the tools and know-how to confirm that the motor is broken, which can keep you from spending unnecessary money to replace it. FAQ While it may sound alarming, it's usually safe to
assume that you can use a dryer even if it's squeaking. However, the squeaking is undoubtedly indicative of a problem, so the dryer could stop working at any moment should the problem worsen. This could lead to more severe issues like overheating, which can pose a fire risk. Professionally fixing a squeaky dryer will cost a minimum of $180 to $200,
as the appliance technician will charge a $50 to $80 service fee on top of an hourly rate of $50 to $100. This doesn't include the cost of the part, which can vary greatly depending on the cause of the dryer's squeak. On most dryer models, replacing the belt is a pretty simple process for experienced DIYers. It typically consists of removing some covers,
then uninstalling the drum, replacing the belt, and sliding the drum back into place.



