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Learning	how	to	move	off	smoothly	in	a	manual	car	can	be	tricky,	especially	with	many	driving	instructors	teaching	incorrect	methods.	The	key	to	a	smooth	start	is	to	press	the	gas	before	lifting	the	clutch	slowly,	and	not	the	other	way	around.	Once	you	feel	the	car	start	to	move,	hold	the	clutch	pedal	at	that	point	for	a	few	seconds	before	fully	lifting	it.
This	technique	requires	practice	to	perfect	the	coordination	between	the	gas	and	clutch,	but	with	enough	practice,	you'll	be	able	to	move	off	smoothly	and	quickly	in	a	manual	car.CharacteristicsValuesOrder	of	pressing	gas	and	clutchPress	the	gas	before	lifting	the	clutchLifting	the	clutch	pedalHold	it	at	the	biting	point	instead	of	lifting	it	slowly	Press
the	gas	before	lifting	the	clutchPressing	the	gas	before	lifting	the	clutch	is	a	crucial	technique	to	master	for	a	smooth	drive	in	a	manual	car.	This	technique	may	feel	counterintuitive	at	first,	but	it	is	an	essential	skill	to	develop.The	first	step	is	to	depress	the	clutch	fully	and	move	the	stick	into	first	gear.	Next,	you	will	want	to	apply	a	little	gasenough	to
reach	around	1500	rpmbefore	slowly	releasing	the	clutch.	It	is	important	to	note	that	you	should	not	floor	the	gas	pedal,	as	this	will	not	allow	for	a	smooth	take-off.	The	key	is	to	find	the	perfect	balance	between	the	amount	of	gas	and	the	speed	at	which	you	lift	the	clutch,	which	comes	with	practice.As	you	gain	experience,	you	will	develop	a	feel	for
the	crossover	point,	where	the	amount	of	gas	and	the	lift	speed	of	the	clutch	are	perfectly	synchronized.	This	sweet	spot	will	enable	you	to	move	off	smoothly	and	quickly.	It	is	worth	noting	that	different	cars	may	have	different	characteristics;	for	example,	some	cars	have	delay	valves	on	the	clutch	cylinder,	which	can	make	shifting	a	bit	more
challenging.While	it	may	take	some	time	to	master,	understanding	how	to	press	the	gas	before	lifting	the	clutch	will	significantly	improve	your	driving	experience	in	a	manual	car.	It	is	a	common	misconception	that	the	clutch	should	be	lifted	first,	but	by	applying	a	bit	of	gas	first,	you	can	achieve	a	smoother	and	quicker	takeoff.Avoid	lifting	the	clutch
pedal	slowlyLifting	the	clutch	pedal	slowly	is	a	common	mistake	that	new	drivers	make.	When	you	lift	the	clutch	pedal	slowly,	you	will	crawl	away	instead	of	moving	off	smoothly.	This	is	because,	when	you	slowly	release	the	clutch	pedal,	you	are	disengaging	the	transmission	from	the	engine,	which	can	cause	the	car	to	stall.To	avoid	stalling	the	car,
you	must	find	the	biting	point.	This	is	when	the	clutch	slowly	starts	to	slip	against	the	engine	as	it	lightly	engages.	You	will	know	you	have	reached	the	biting	point	when	you	hear	a	slight	change	in	the	engine	speed	and	feel	the	front	or	rear	of	the	car	lift	slightly.	Once	you	have	found	the	biting	point,	hold	the	clutch	pedal	still	for	several	seconds.
Then,	you	can	lift	it	all	the	way.To	move	off	smoothly,	you	must	press	the	gas	pedal	before	reaching	for	the	clutch.	This	ensures	that	the	engine	is	ready	to	go.	The	more	gas	you	press,	the	faster	you	can	lift	the	clutch.	However,	you	must	be	careful	not	to	floor	the	gas	pedal,	as	this	will	cause	the	car	to	jerk.Finding	the	perfect	combination	of	gas	and
clutch	requires	skill	and	practice.	You	may	have	to	spend	hours,	and	even	years,	to	reach	the	crossover	point,	where	you	have	the	perfect	amount	of	gas	and	the	perfect	lift	speed	on	the	clutch.Hold	the	clutch	pedal	at	the	biting	pointHolding	the	clutch	pedal	at	the	biting	point	is	a	technique	used	by	driving	instructors	to	teach	learner	drivers	how	to
move	off	smoothly	from	a	stationary	position.	It	is	also	an	essential	skill	for	making	a	hill	start.The	clutch	is	made	up	of	two	friction	discs,	one	connected	to	the	engine	and	the	other	to	the	gearbox.	When	you	press	the	clutch	pedal,	the	discs	separate,	disconnecting	the	engine	from	the	rest	of	the	car.	When	you	lift	the	pedal,	the	discs	join	together,	and
power	is	transmitted	from	the	engine	to	the	wheels.	The	biting	point	is	when	the	discs	have	just	enough	contact	to	move	the	car	forward.To	find	the	biting	point,	start	with	the	engine	running,	the	handbrake	on,	and	the	gear	lever	in	neutral.	Depress	the	clutch	pedal	all	the	way	and	shift	into	first	gear.	You'll	know	you've	reached	the	biting	point	when
you	hear	a	change	in	the	engine	soundthe	car	may	make	a	creaking	noise,	and	the	back	of	the	car	may	lower	slightly.	The	biting	point	is	usually	when	the	clutch	pedal	is	halfway	lifted,	but	this	varies	across	different	cars.	Practice	finding	the	biting	point	to	get	a	feel	for	it.Once	you've	found	the	biting	point,	hold	the	clutch	pedal	still	at	that	position	for
several	seconds.	You	can	supply	a	little	power	to	the	engine	by	slightly	pressing	the	accelerator	pedal.	This	will	keep	the	car	stationary	but	ready	to	move	off.	As	the	car	gains	momentum,	you	can	fully	release	the	clutch	and	press	the	accelerator	pedal	harder	to	increase	your	speed.	Practice	the	crossover	pointThe	crossover	point	is	a	critical	aspect	of
driving	a	manual	car	smoothly.	It	refers	to	the	perfect	coordination	of	the	gas	pedal	and	clutch,	where	you	apply	the	right	amount	of	gas	while	lifting	the	clutch	at	the	ideal	speed.	This	balance	ensures	a	seamless	transition	into	motion	without	stalling	or	causing	excessive	wear	on	the	clutch	plate.To	practice	the	crossover	point,	start	by	finding	the
biting	point,	where	the	car's	engine	and	transmission	engage.	You	can	do	this	by	slowly	lifting	your	foot	off	the	clutch	pedal	and	paying	attention	to	the	car's	response.	Once	you	feel	that	unique	sensation	or	gentle	vibration,	hold	the	clutch	pedal	still	at	that	point	for	several	seconds.	This	is	the	biting	point,	and	achieving	a	perfect	balance	here	is
crucial	for	a	smooth	driving	experience.Now,	you	can	begin	to	coordinate	your	actions	with	the	accelerator	pedal.	As	you	gradually	ease	off	the	clutch	with	your	left	foot,	gently	apply	pressure	to	the	accelerator	with	your	right.	This	delicate	dance	between	the	clutch	and	accelerator	is	key	to	a	smooth	transition	into	full	motion.	Remember,	you	cannot
simply	floor	the	gas	pedal	and	lift	the	clutch;	it's	a	skill	that	requires	practice	and	a	feel	for	the	perfect	combination	of	gas	and	clutch	control.Finding	the	right	balance	at	the	crossover	point	can	take	time	and	patience.	Professional	racing	drivers	have	spent	entire	days	perfecting	this	skill,	and	it	may	take	practice	and	repetition	for	you	to	internalize	it.
Remember	to	allow	yourself	that	time	to	get	accustomed	to	this	critical	aspect	of	driving	a	manual	car.	With	enough	practice	in	a	safe,	low-traffic	area,	you'll	be	able	to	refine	this	skill	and	make	the	process	instinctual.Don't	floor	the	gas	pedalWhen	driving	a	manual	car,	it	is	important	not	to	floor	the	gas	pedal	as	it	can	cause	a	range	of	issues.	Firstly,
it	can	lead	to	a	"'smokey	burnout',	where	your	drive	tires	function	as	a	clutch.	This	happens	because	flooring	the	gas	pedal	increases	the	engine	speed	to	its	maximum	RPM,	and	when	you	then	quickly	drop	the	clutch,	the	transmission	and	drive	wheels	synchronize	with	the	engine,	causing	the	tires	to	burn	out.Additionally,	flooring	the	gas	pedal	can
cause	unnecessary	wear	and	tear	on	your	clutch	and	transmission.	When	you	partially	engage	the	clutch	by	riding	it,	it	leads	to	increased	clutch	wear.	While	this	technique	can	be	useful	in	stop-and-go	situations	on	an	uphill	slope	to	prevent	stalling,	it	should	be	avoided	otherwise.To	move	off	smoothly	in	a	manual	car	without	flooring	the	gas	pedal,
you	should	practice	easing	onto	the	gas	pedal	as	you	ease	off	the	clutch.	This	involves	increasing	the	load	in	proportion	to	the	power,	allowing	more	air	to	enter	the	engine	and	increasing	the	engine	speed	smoothly.Finding	the	"crossover	point",	where	you	have	the	perfect	amount	of	gas	and	the	ideal	lift	speed	on	the	clutch,	is	a	skill	that	requires
practice.	Professional	racing	drivers	have	spent	a	lot	of	time	finding	this	perfect	balance,	and	it	can	take	some	getting	used	to.Overall,	it	is	important	to	be	gentle	with	the	gas	pedal	in	a	manual	car	to	avoid	issues	like	burnouts	and	excessive	clutch	wear.	Practice	makes	perfect	when	it	comes	to	finding	the	right	balance	between	the	gas	and	clutch
pedals	to	achieve	a	smooth	ride.Frequently	asked	questions	Press	the	gas	before	lifting	the	clutch.	Trying	to	lift	the	clutch	pedal	slowly	instead	of	holding	it	at	the	biting	point.	Hold	the	clutch	pedal	still	at	that	point	for	several	seconds.	The	point	at	which	you	have	the	perfect	amount	of	gas	and	the	perfect	lift	speed	on	the	clutch.	Skip	to	main	content
Reddit	and	its	partners	use	cookies	and	similar	technologies	to	provide	you	with	a	better	experience.	By	accepting	all	cookies,	you	agree	to	our	use	of	cookies	to	deliver	and	maintain	our	services	and	site,	improve	the	quality	of	Reddit,	personalize	Reddit	content	and	advertising,	and	measure	the	effectiveness	of	advertising.	By	rejecting	non-essential
cookies,	Reddit	may	still	use	certain	cookies	to	ensure	the	proper	functionality	of	our	platform.	For	more	information,	please	see	our	Cookie	Notice	and	our	Privacy	Policy.	Skip	to	main	content	Reddit	and	its	partners	use	cookies	and	similar	technologies	to	provide	you	with	a	better	experience.	By	accepting	all	cookies,	you	agree	to	our	use	of	cookies
to	deliver	and	maintain	our	services	and	site,	improve	the	quality	of	Reddit,	personalize	Reddit	content	and	advertising,	and	measure	the	effectiveness	of	advertising.	By	rejecting	non-essential	cookies,	Reddit	may	still	use	certain	cookies	to	ensure	the	proper	functionality	of	our	platform.	For	more	information,	please	see	our	Cookie	Notice	and	our
Privacy	Policy.	Here	are	some	tips	on	how	to	use	the	gas	pedal	properly	and	move	off	quickly	in	a	manual	car.	When	it	comes	to	busy	junctions	and	roundabouts,	being	able	to	move	off	quickly	is	essential.	Once	you're	confident,	you'll	be	taking	better,	safer	opportunities	to	go	and	hesitating	less.	In	the	video	below	we'll	also	show	you	why	using	the
gas	when	moving	off	is	so	important.	Although	it	might	not	be	needed	if	you're	moving	off	downhill.If	you	move	off	too	slowly,	occasionally	stall	or	have	a	problem	with	uphill	starts	then	this	video	will	also	hopefully	help.	Subscribe	for	more	tips	on	our	YouTube	channel	When	some	new	drivers	try	to	pull	away	quickly	they	either	stall	or	just	move	off
slowly	and	one	of	the	main	problems	is	not	pressing	the	gas	pedal	before	moving	off.	It's	possible	in	a	modern	car	to	move	off	without	any	gas	but	it's	not	good	practise.	Because	the	car	moves	off	without	needing	any	gas,	some	new	drivers	get	used	it	and	it	kind	of	works	for	them	most	of	the	time.	The	car	moves,	so	why	use	the	gas	pedal?	When
moving	off	on	a	flat	road,	you	should	press	the	gas	and	set	the	revs	roughly	up	to	about	1	and	a	half,	then	find	the	biting	point.	This	helps	you	move	off	smoothly	and	there's	less	risk	of	stalling.	Press	the	gas	more	as	you	smoothly	raise	the	clutch	as	you	move	off.	You	won't	have	time	to	look	at	the	rev	counter	or	want	to	stare	at	it,	so	you'll	have	to	get
used	to	the	sound	of	the	engine.	Uphill.	Pressing	the	gas	more	and	setting	the	revs	a	little	higher	than	1	and	a	half	helps	the	car	move	off	on	an	uphill	without	worrying	about	stalling.	Anytime	you	demand	more	from	the	car,	whether	it's	an	uphill	start	or	you	want	to	move	off	quickly	then	give	it	a	bit	more	gas.	Some	new	drivers	think	that	pressing	the
gas	when	moving	off	is	going	to	make	the	car	go	really	fast	but	between	0	to	about	5mph	the	clutch	is	in	control.	The	more	you	raise	the	clutch,	the	faster	you	move	off.	But	you	need	to	press	the	gas	to	help	move	off	smoothly	and	not	stall.	The	gas	pedal	will	make	you	move	faster	once	you've	released	the	clutch.	How	do	you	move	off	quickly?	Well	it's
similar	to	an	uphill	start.	See	your	chance	to	go.	Set	the	gas	above	1	and	a	half,	raise	the	clutch	to	the	biting	point,	then	smoothly	release	the	clutch	as	you	accelerate	more.	Pressing	the	gas	more	allows	you	to	raise	the	clutch	a	little	quicker	which	makes	the	car	move	off	faster.	If	you	raise	the	clutch	quickly	before	pressing	the	gas	then	the	car	will
probably	stall,	so	it's	essential	to	set	the	gas	first,	rev	the	engine	a	little,	raise	the	clutch	to	the	biting	point	then	raise	the	clutch	all	the	way	with	more	gas.	You	don't	always	need	to	pull	away	quickly,	only	when	needed,	such	as	when	it's	busy	and	you	don't	get	many	opportunities	to	go.	A	lot	of	accidents	happen	at	junctions,	so	always	make	sure	you
observe	properly	and	only	go	when	you're	absolutely	sure	it's	safe.	Finding	a	good	driving	school	is	difficult,	find	out	here	why	you've	just	discovered	one	of	the	best	ones...(click)	Refresher	driving	lessons	are	getting	more	and	more	popular,	find	out	more	about	it	here...	(click)	Intensive	lessons	for	people	wanting	to	learn	to	drive	quick.	Click	here
tofind	out	if	you're	up	for	it...	(click)	Here	are	some	tips	on	how	to	use	the	gas	pedal	properly	and	move	off	quickly	in	a	manual	car.	When	it	comes	to	busy	junctions	and	roundabouts,	being	able	to	move	off	quickly	is	essential.	Once	you're	confident,	you'll	be	taking	better,	safer	opportunities	to	go	and	hesitating	less.	In	the	video	below	we'll	also	show
you	why	using	the	gas	when	moving	off	is	so	important.	Although	it	might	not	be	needed	if	you're	moving	off	downhill.If	you	move	off	too	slowly,	occasionally	stall	or	have	a	problem	with	uphill	starts	then	this	video	will	also	hopefully	help.	Subscribe	for	more	tips	on	our	YouTube	channel	When	some	new	drivers	try	to	pull	away	quickly	they	either	stall
or	just	move	off	slowly	and	one	of	the	main	problems	is	not	pressing	the	gas	pedal	before	moving	off.	It's	possible	in	a	modern	car	to	move	off	without	any	gas	but	it's	not	good	practise.	Because	the	car	moves	off	without	needing	any	gas,	some	new	drivers	get	used	it	and	it	kind	of	works	for	them	most	of	the	time.	The	car	moves,	so	why	use	the	gas
pedal?	When	moving	off	on	a	flat	road,	you	should	press	the	gas	and	set	the	revs	roughly	up	to	about	1	and	a	half,	then	find	the	biting	point.	This	helps	you	move	off	smoothly	and	there's	less	risk	of	stalling.	Press	the	gas	more	as	you	smoothly	raise	the	clutch	as	you	move	off.	You	won't	have	time	to	look	at	the	rev	counter	or	want	to	stare	at	it,	so	you'll
have	to	get	used	to	the	sound	of	the	engine.	Uphill.	Pressing	the	gas	more	and	setting	the	revs	a	little	higher	than	1	and	a	half	helps	the	car	move	off	on	an	uphill	without	worrying	about	stalling.	Anytime	you	demand	more	from	the	car,	whether	it's	an	uphill	start	or	you	want	to	move	off	quickly	then	give	it	a	bit	more	gas.	Some	new	drivers	think	that
pressing	the	gas	when	moving	off	is	going	to	make	the	car	go	really	fast	but	between	0	to	about	5mph	the	clutch	is	in	control.	The	more	you	raise	the	clutch,	the	faster	you	move	off.	But	you	need	to	press	the	gas	to	help	move	off	smoothly	and	not	stall.	The	gas	pedal	will	make	you	move	faster	once	you've	released	the	clutch.	How	do	you	move	off
quickly?	Well	it's	similar	to	an	uphill	start.	See	your	chance	to	go.	Set	the	gas	above	1	and	a	half,	raise	the	clutch	to	the	biting	point,	then	smoothly	release	the	clutch	as	you	accelerate	more.	Pressing	the	gas	more	allows	you	to	raise	the	clutch	a	little	quicker	which	makes	the	car	move	off	faster.	If	you	raise	the	clutch	quickly	before	pressing	the	gas
then	the	car	will	probably	stall,	so	it's	essential	to	set	the	gas	first,	rev	the	engine	a	little,	raise	the	clutch	to	the	biting	point	then	raise	the	clutch	all	the	way	with	more	gas.	You	don't	always	need	to	pull	away	quickly,	only	when	needed,	such	as	when	it's	busy	and	you	don't	get	many	opportunities	to	go.	A	lot	of	accidents	happen	at	junctions,	so	always
make	sure	you	observe	properly	and	only	go	when	you're	absolutely	sure	it's	safe.	Finding	a	good	driving	school	is	difficult,	find	out	here	why	you've	just	discovered	one	of	the	best	ones...(click)	Refresher	driving	lessons	are	getting	more	and	more	popular,	find	out	more	about	it	here...	(click)	Intensive	lessons	for	people	wanting	to	learn	to	drive	quick.
Click	here	tofind	out	if	you're	up	for	it...	(click)	How	to	move	off	quickly	in	a	manual	car	is	easy	once	you	know	a	few	basic	things.The	problem	comes	from	many	driving	instructors	incorrectly	teaching	how	to	move	off.Let	me	explain	how	to	move	off	quickly	in	a	car	and	youll	be	able	to	do	it	easily	in	no	time.The	secret	is	simply	to	use	the	gas	before
the	clutch.	Simple!Its	incredible	how	many	people	think	you	have	to	lift	the	clutch	up	first	and	then	press	the	gas.	That	is	totally	incorrect.I	have	made	a	whole	page	about	gas	then	clutch	or	clutch	then	gas?	made	videos	on	and	written	articles	about	it.You	really	need	to	understand	that	you	press	the	gas	BEFORE	lifting	the	clutch.	I	have	already
explained	this	on	my	other	page	so	please	go	and	check	that	out.Just	knowing	that	will	get	you	90%	of	the	way	to	moving	off	more	quickly!Another	common	mistake	is	trying	to	lift	the	clutch	pedal	slowly	instead	of	holding	it	at	the	biting	point.You	are	not	supposed	to	just	lift	it	slowly	that	wont	work	and	youll	just	crawl	away.As	soon	as	you	feel	the	car
starting	to	move	you	hold	the	clutch	pedal	STILL	at	that	point	for	several	seconds.Once	you	feel	the	pedal	go	looser	under	your	foot	you	can	lift	it	all	the	way.Now	heres	the	bit	you	have	to	practise:	the	more	gas	you	press	the	faster	you	can	lift	the	clutch	and	the	less	time	you	have	to	spend	holding	it.You	cant	just	floor	the	gas	pedal	and	lift	the	clutch
up	though.	This	is	where	skill	and	practise	come	in.	You	may	have	to	spend	hours	and	hours,	sometimes	years	before	youll	get	the	perfect	combination	of	gas	and	clutch.This	is	what	i	call	the	crossover	point:	the	point	at	which	you	have	the	perfect	amount	and	gas	and	the	perfect	lift	speed	on	the	clutch.Professional	racing	drivers	used	to	spend	whole
days	doing	nothing	more	than	finding	the	perfect	crossover	point.It	really	isnt	that	hard	to	do	once	you	get	used	to	it.	Its	just	that	getting	used	to	it	can	take	a	while.Make	sure	you	read	my	page	on	gas	then	clutch	and	watch	my	YouTube	videos	for	more	hints	and	tips	on	driving.	O.P.	I	just	bought	my	first	manual	car	since	about	5	years	and	have	a	few
questions.	A	bit	confused	about	how	to	drive	correctly	without	ruining	the	clutch.I	do	have	a	manual	license,	but	never	really	understood	how	to	use	the	clutch.	As	in	I	can	drive	around,	but	I	am	fairly	sure	I'm	not	treating	the	clutch	as	it	should	be.1.	So	the	main	thing	is	to	have	the	clutch	in	or	out	but	not	in	between	right?	But	when	there	is	a	car	in
front	of	you	e.g.	at	traffic	lights	and	you	want	to	take	off	behind	them,	with	the	car	in	first	gear	:	how	do	you	avoid	having	the	clutch	half	halfway	in	too	long?As	in,	if	I	pull	it	out	all	the	way	too	quickly	the	car	will	shoot	off	too	fast	and	hit	the	car	in	front.	But	if	I	just	ease	off	and	half	it	half	in	half	out	(to	get	moving)	and	then	pull	it	out	all	the	way
(when	the	car	in	front	has	moved	forward	enough)	I'm	burning	the	clutch	right?	What's	the	correct	way	to	do	this.Or	is	this	not	as	big	an	issue	at	slow	speeds?2.	What	do	you	do	at	the	traffic	lights?	Do	you	put	it	in	neutral	and	sit	on	the	break	pedal?	Or	leave	it	in	first	with	the	clutch	in	and	break	in?3.	Stopping	on	mild	slopes	at	lights:	do	you	always
have	the	handbreak	on	even	in	mild	slopes	where	the	car	roles	back	a	tiny	bit?	Or	do	you	have	your	foot	on	the	break	and	clutch	in	,	pull	the	clutch	out	until	it	grabs,	then	put	your	foot	on	the	accelerator?Thanks!	I	know	these	sound	like	silly	questions	but	the	whole	thing	confuses	me	and	I	don't	want	to	trash	this	car.Sorry	please	excuse	the	typos.
Typed	it	on	phone	now	can't	change	the	title.	1.	I	just	give	my	car	a	good	rev	and	not	dump	it,	bug	get	off	the	clutch	pretty	quickly,	bascially	once	my	car	is	moving,	i'm	off	the	clutch,	changing	gears,	i	just	dump	it2.	car	stays	in	neutral3.	never	have	used	the	handbrake,	just	be	quick	enough	and	the	car	won't	roll	backyou	won't	ruin	it	if	you	slip	it,	it's
designed	for	it,	and	designed	to	wear	down	as	it	is	a	consumable	part	Nah	they	are	not	silly	questions.	A	lot	of	it	is	personal.I	wouldnt	get	too	hung	up	about	the	clutch,	its	a	friction	plate	and	is	designed	to	be	used.	Just	take	off	slow	if	thats	how	you	feel.	As	long	as	you	are	not	dumping	it	or	holding	the	car	on	a	slope	with	it	you	will	be	fine.With	my
manuals	I	rarely	use	the	handbrake,	Im	often	clutch	in	or	in	neutral	using	my	brakes	to	hold	the	car.Remember	hearing	in	Israel	with	hills	everywhere,	everyone	rode	the	clutch	at	red	lights.	If	you	used	the	handbrake	you	would	get	beeped	for	being	too	slow	to	take	off.	Have	driven	manual	cars	for	almost	40	years.1.	I	ease	the	clutch	off	as	I
accelerate.	When	changing	as	driving	I	use	the	clutch	more	quickly	on,	change	gear,	off.	It	takes	a	bit	of	practice	each	time	I	get	a	new	car.2.	I	leave	my	car	in	first	gear	with	both	clutch	and	brake	on	if	I	think	the	light	will	change	soon.	If	I	have	just	missed	the	light	and	know	the	sequence	is	a	long	one	I	put	it	in	neutral.3.	For	anything	but	the	gentlest
of	slopes	I	am	a	handbrake	on	person,	but	then	I	learned	to	drive	on	a	VW	Beetle	which	was	very	unforgiving	on	the	speed	of	rolling	back.Once	you	get	a	feel	for	driving	a	manual	again	you	will	find	out	what	works	best	for	you.	Enjoy!	Still	miss	being	able	to	do	handbrake	turns,	best	fun	of	my	teenage	driving	years.	O.P.	Tire	writes...1.	I	just	give	my
car	a	good	rev	and	not	dump	it,	bug	get	off	the	clutch	pretty	quickly,	bascially	once	my	car	is	moving,	i'm	off	the	clutch,	changing	gears,	i	just	dump	itThanks	for	the	replyHow	about	if	there's	a	car	in	front	of	you	moving	quite	slowly	and	you	only	just	want	to	move	but	not	rear	end	then	(after	a	red	light)?I	feel	if	I'm	getting	off	the	clutch	too	quickly	I
end	up	moving	to	fast	and	might	hit	the	car	in	front.	Feldspar	writes...I	feel	if	I'm	getting	off	the	clutch	too	quickly	I	end	up	moving	to	fast	and	might	hit	the	car	in	front.Sometimes	you	need	to	let	the	clutch	out	slow,	thats	fine.	At	low	speeds	the	clutch	is	used	to	regulate	creep.	E.g	reversing	I	have	to	ride	the	clutch	or	it	will	shoot	back.	Clutches	are
pretty	tough	and	at	low	speeds	or	torque	it	should	be	fine	to	let	out	slow.	Feldspar	writes...1.	So	the	main	thing	is	to	have	the	clutch	in	or	out	but	not	in	between	right?	But	when	there	is	a	car	in	front	of	you	e.g.	at	traffic	lights	and	you	want	to	take	off	behind	them,	with	the	car	in	first	gear	:	how	do	you	avoid	having	the	clutch	half	halfway	in	too	long?
Just	take	off	as	normal.	The	idea	of	a	clutch	is	to	give	you	that	leeway	between	0	and	100%There	is	obviously	a	point	where	it's	'halfway'	for	a	bit	that's	the	whole	point	of	the	clutch!2.	What	do	you	do	at	the	traffic	lights?	Do	you	put	it	in	neutral	and	sit	on	the	break	pedal?	Or	leave	it	in	first	with	the	clutch	in	and	break	in?Clutch	up	and	in	neutral	to
minimise	clutch	bearing	wear,	but	honestly	whatever	you	prefer.	For	extended	waits	I'd	always	drop	into	neutral.3.	Stopping	on	mild	slopes	at	lights:	do	you	always	have	the	handbreak	on	even	in	mild	slopes	where	the	car	roles	back	a	tiny	bit?	Or	do	you	have	your	foot	on	the	break	and	clutch	in	,	pull	the	clutch	out	until	it	grabs,	then	put	your	foot	on
the	accelerator?Whatever	technique	works	for	you.	Handbrake	method	probably	easier.BTW-	it's	brakes	not	breaks	:)	Feldspar	writes...3.	Stopping	on	mild	slopes	at	lights:	do	you	always	have	the	handbreak	on	even	in	mild	slopes	where	the	car	roles	back	a	tiny	bit?	Or	do	you	have	your	foot	on	the	break	and	clutch	in	,	pull	the	clutch	out	until	it	grabs,
then	put	your	foot	on	the	accelerator?a	trick	brake	pedal	is	link	to	the	clutch	pedal	..	can	drive	just	using	the	brake	and	gas	pedals	..	as	long	as	the	car	is	maintained	in	good	condition	your	fine.	otherwise	there	is	a	chance	of	a	engine	stall	and	roll	back	..	Feldspar	writes...How	about	if	there's	a	car	in	front	of	you	moving	quite	slowly	and	you	only	just
want	to	move	but	not	rear	end	then	(after	a	red	light)?i	just	shortshift	to	2nd,	they	will	then	most	likley	have	taken	off	by	thenor	stop	a	little	further	back	and	wait	an	extra	half	a	second	undermine	writes...a	trick	brake	pedal	is	link	to	the	clutch	pedal	..	can	drive	just	using	the	brake	and	gas	pedals	..	as	long	as	the	car	is	maintained	in	good	condition
your	fine.	otherwise	there	is	a	chance	of	a	engine	stall	and	roll	back	..What	!?	Feldspar	writes...if	I	pull	it	out	all	the	way	too	quickly	the	car	will	shoot	off	too	fastYou're	probably	giving	it	too	much	gas.	You	need	to	practice.	Go	somewhere	empty	(like	industrial	area	after	business)	and	just	reacquaint	yourself	on	how	to	drive	with	a	manual.	Failing
that,get	a	couple	of	refresher	lessons.You	don't	want	to	ride	the	clutch.	It	shouldn't	be	in	a	state	of	slip	for	anything	longer	than	a	couple	of	seconds.	Aim	to	get	your	technique	so	that	it	takes	off	just	like	an	auto,	regardless	of	whether	you're	on	a	hill	or	not.	O.P.	skipperdog	writes...Whatever	technique	works	for	you.	Handbrake	method	probably
easier.Thanks!BTW-	it's	brakes	not	breaks	:)Hahaa	it	is	indeed	????Bumpy	writes...Clutches	are	pretty	tough	and	at	low	speeds	or	torque	it	should	be	fine	to	let	out	slow.Aaah	okay.	I	wasn't	aware	of	this.	That's	really	reassuring	to	know.	Thanks!DBO	writes...You're	probably	giving	it	too	much	gas.	You	need	to	practice.	Go	somewhere	empty	(like
industrial	area	after	business)	and	just	reacquaint	yourself	on	how	to	drive	with	a	manual.	Failing	that,get	a	couple	of	refresher	lessons.Ah	okay	that	could	be	it.	I	actually	wrote	the	first	post	on	my	phone	whilst	practicing	at	Woolies	hahaTire	writes...i	just	shortshift	to	2nd,	they	will	then	most	likley	have	taken	off	by	thenor	stop	a	little	further	back
and	wait	an	extra	half	a	secondI	will	have	to	google	short	shifting.	But	that	second	idea	is	something	so	simple	that	I	didn't	think	of.	Doh!	practice..	and	experience	with	your	particular	car.After	a	while	you	should	get	good	at	launching	at	low	speed	without	needing	too	many	revs	and	little	clutch	slip	therefore	no	risk	of	'shooting	forward'.	same	with
launching	on	small	inclines	without	the	handbrake.lots	of	RPM	and	clutch	slip	will	burn	out	a	clutch	a	lot	quicker	than	lower	rpm	and	less	slip	when	launching.	you	just	need	to	get	the	balance	of	throttle	and	clutch	right.	skipperdog	writes...The	idea	of	a	clutch	is	to	give	you	that	leeway	between	0	and	100%This	is	a	good	way	to	think	of	it.	Test	how
fast	your	car	travels	along	at	idle	in	first	gear	with	no	throttle	input,	clutch	fully	out	(100%	power	from	engine	to	transmission).When	taking	off	you	should	be	completely	off	the	clutch	by	the	time	you	reach	this	speed.	To	travel	slower	than	this	requires	use	of	the	clutch	to	engage	less	than	100%.	You	should	minimise	time	spent	travelling	slower	than
this,	but	it	is	of	course	unavoidable.	undermine	writes...push	the	brake	and	watch	the	clutch	pedal	move..Gee	I	whish	I	had	one	of	those	in	my	old	hilux	20	years	ago	!	Vinco	writes...What	are	you	smoking?The	clutch	it	seems.	I	tell	people	that	I'm	teaching	to	add	(some)	throttle	first	and	then	slowly	let	the	clutch	out,	if	the	engine	is	about	to	stall	then
push	the	clutch	back	in.	Easing	away	like	this	should	create	no	issues	of	launching	forward	(you	are	not	at	a	drag	strip	trying	to	deliberately	launch	the	car	after	all).Feldspar	writes...As	in,	if	I	pull	it	out	all	the	way	too	quickly	the	car	will	shoot	off	too	fast	and	hit	the	car	in	front.It	sounds	like	you	are	approaching	it	from	the	opposite	way	of	adding
bucketloads	of	throttle	and	then	letting	the	clutch	out	very	quickly,	which	doesn't	seem	advisable	for	road	driving!	:)Feldspar	writes...How	about	if	there's	a	car	in	front	of	you	moving	quite	slowly	and	you	only	just	want	to	move	but	not	rear	end	then	(after	a	red	light)?I	feel	if	I'm	getting	off	the	clutch	too	quickly	I	end	up	moving	to	fast	and	might	hit
the	car	in	front.Why	are	you	using	so	much	throttle!?	:PIs	your	car	older	or	newer?	If	it's	an	older	car	maybe	the	cable	or	idle	stop	is	not	adjusted	correctly,	it	sounds	like	engine	has	way	too	much	throttle	on	at	idle.	Over	tightening	the	throttle	cable	could	cause	that.Feldspar	writes...So	the	main	thing	is	to	have	the	clutch	in	or	out	but	not	in	between
right?No.	When	they	say	"don't	ride	the	clutch"	they	mean	don't	rest	your	foot	on	it	when	it	is	not	required.	Using	it	for	its	intended	purpose	is	fine!	:)undermine	writes...push	the	brake	and	watch	the	clutch	pedal	move..That's	not	supposed	to	happen,	undermine!	Maybe	your	firewall	is	flexing?	Even	if	they	share	the	same	reservoir,	the	systems	are
not	supposed	to	be	functionally	connected.Tire	writes...bug	get	off	the	clutch	pretty	quicklyMost	modern	cars	will	have	some	kind	of	clutch	delay	valve	anyway.	:)	paulvk	writes...Gee	I	whish	I	had	one	of	those	in	my	old	hilux	20	years	ago	!if	his	clutch	pedal	is	moving	when	pressing	the	brake,	I'm	guessing	his	car	is	much	older	than	that	with	a	rusted
out	firewall!!	Zapp	Brannigan	writes...That's	not	supposed	to	happen,	undermine!	Maybe	your	firewall	is	flexing?	Even	if	they	share	the	same	reservoir,	the	systems	are	not	supposed	to	be	functionally	connected.so	no	one	knows	about	the	small	metal	bar	on	the	brake	pedal	that	holds	down	the	clutch	pedal	when	you	put	your	foot	on	the	brake	..
unless	some	one	removed	it	for	burnouts	Don't	sit	with	your	foot	on	the	clutch	for	ages	at	a	red	light	either,	pop	it	in	neutral,	or	you'll	wear	out	the	throwout	bearing	from	what	I've	been	told.	When	I	used	to	drive	an	old	HiAce,	I'd	never	bother	with	first,	always	took	off	in	2nd	(unless	it	was	a	steep	uphill).	I	guess	I	was	being	lazy,	and	thought	I'd	save
myself	a	gear	shift	lol.	Is	this	OK,	or	am	I	slowly	wrecking	the	car?	undermine	writes...so	no	one	knows	about	the	small	metal	bar	on	the	brake	pedal	that	holds	down	the	clutch	pedal	when	you	put	your	foot	on	the	brake	..	unless	some	one	removed	it	for	burnoutsNever	ever	seen	that	one...	Go	to	a	multistorey	carpark	which	is	usually	quite	level
surface.	Practice	with	the	clutch	without	stepping	on	the	throttle.	Once	you	get	used	to	the	clutch	you	can	start	playing	with	the	throttle.	Learning	to	juggle	with	two	legs	is	harder	so	start	with	one	leg.There	will	be	more	wear	on	the	clutch	if	starting	with	2nd	gear	unless	you	have	a	high	torque	diesel	engine	or	a	truck.	undermine	writes...so	no	one
knows	about	the	small	metal	bar	on	the	brake	pedal	that	holds	down	the	clutch	pedal	when	you	put	your	foot	on	the	brakedoesn't	exist	on	any	manual	car	I	have	owned,	or	even	seen.	SonicII	writes...doesn't	exist	on	any	manual	car	I	have	owned,	or	even	seen.ok	then	it's	two	foot	stopping	in	modern	cars	..	undermine	writes...ok	then	it's	two	foot
stopping	in	modern	cars	..Well,	as	it's	been	in	manual	cars	since	about	1910	I	guess??	undermine	writes...ok	then	it's	two	foot	stopping	in	modern	cars	.What	the?	Ummm,	stopping	in	a	manual	has	always	required	2	feet,	modern	car	or	not.	Like	others,	I've	only	ever	driven	manuals	even	when	I	hire	cars	on	holidays	I'll	go	for	a	manual	if	they	have'm.
So	that's	about	35	years	experience	and	dare	I	say	scores	of	different	vehicles.But	to	the	OP,	starting	off	from	lights	you'll	always	be	"riding	the	clutch"	just	that	tiny	bit	to	launch	slowly.	Each	car	is	slightly	different	but	slowly	releasing	the	clutch	you'll	find	there's	a	point	where	it	engages	sufficiently	to	move	the	car	forward.	At	that	point,	just	release
slowly	and	increase	accelerator	slowly	too.And	likewise	when	you're	reversing	out	of	a	shopping	centre	spot,	you'll	want	to	do	that	same	just	find	that	point	as	you	release	the	pedal	to	engage	the	clutch	for	a	few	seconds	as	the	car	rolls	slowly	back	and	you	can	reverse	slowly	with	control.	Yeah	sure	you're	kind	of	riding	the	clutch	but	that's	how	they're
designed	to	be.	It's	not	really	"riding	the	clutch"	anyway.	Someone	else	has	explained	what	that	is	earlier.	All	of	those	are	great	questions,	none	of	them	are	silly	:)This	is	how	I	do	it:Feldspar	writes...So	the	main	thing	is	to	have	the	clutch	in	or	out	but	not	in	between	right?First	thing	is	to	find	the	clutch	friction	point,	that	is	the	point	where	flywheel
starts	touching	the	clutch.You	will	know	the	friction	point	when	the	car	is	moving	and	the	engine	rev	is	dropping.Don't	stay	too	long	on	the	friction	point...	otherwise	you	will	burn	the	clutch.You	can	practice	gently	releasing	the	clutch	pedal	all	the	way	up,	to	get	the	car	moving	*without*	touching	the	gas	pedal	or	stalling	the	car.	The	key	here	is	slow
release.	Find	a	big	empty	car	park	to	practice	please	:)how	do	you	avoid	having	the	clutch	half	halfway	in	too	long?When	taking	off	from	traffic	light,	once	the	car	at	the	front	has	moved...	get	the	clutch	to	the	friction	point	and	start	pressing	the	gas	pedal	*gently*..	once	the	car	start	moving	at	a	speed,	*gently*	release	the	clutch	pedal	fully	and
continue	to	control	the	speed	with	your	gas	pedal.	That	is	it.	:)The	harder	skill	will	be	on	stop	and	start	traffic	where	you	need	to	creep.For	this,	get	to	the	friction	point.	Once	the	car	move,	clutch	all	the	way	in	again	and	let	the	car	moves	by	its	momentum.	Your	right	leg	should	be	*resting*	on	the	break	pedal	while	moving.leave	it	in	first	with	the
clutch	in	and	break	in?Leaving	clutch	in	for	long	period	of	time	will	ruin	the	gearbox	bearings	if	it	is	done	too	often.You	need	to	anticipate	when	the	traffic	light	change.	So	while	waiting	for	traffic	light	to	change,	left	leg	should	stay	away	from	clutch	pedal	(not	even	touching	it).	If	your	car	has	a	dead	pedal	(left	to	the	clutch	pedal),	rest	your	left	leg
there.	If	you	feel	the	traffic	is	going	to	be	green	soon,	clutch	in,	then	first	gear,	and	get	ready	(right	foot	should	still	be	pressing	the	break).do	you	always	have	the	handbreak	on	even	in	mild	slopes	where	the	car	roles	back	a	tiny	bit?Nope.	Neutral	gear	with	foot	on	the	break.	If	the	car	is	still	rolling	back,	time	to	get	the	break	checked	out.	Handbreak
is	also	a	parking	break,	use	it	mainly	for	parking	:).Or	do	you	have	your	foot	on	the	break	and	clutch	in	,	pull	the	clutch	out	until	it	grabs,	then	put	your	foot	on	the	accelerator?Are	you	talking	about	taking	off	from	steep	slopes?First..	don't	be	intimidated	by	cars	behind	you	if	they	start	honking	you...	take	your	time	:)So	when	you	are	familiar	with	the
friction	point	of	the	car:make	sure	there	is	good	space	between	you	and	the	front	car.left	hand	pull	hand	break	and	holdrelease	clutch	to	the	friction	point	*gently*	press	the	gas	pedal,	the	car	won't	roll	back	because	the	hand	break	is	holding	the	car.left	hand	drop	the	hand	break	*gently*car	will	start	moving,	and	release	the	clutch	pedal	*gently*	and
press	more	on	the	gas	pedal	simultaneously.disclaimer:	this	is	what	I	do.	Do	it	at	your	own	risk	:)...	otherwise	get	a	professional	driving	instructor	to	guide	you.	undermine	writes...ok	then	it's	two	foot	stopping	in	modern	cars	..what	car	do	you	drive	that	has	this	Frankenstein	setup	between	the	clutch	and	brake	pedal.	Feldspar	writes...What	do	you	do
at	the	traffic	lights?	Do	you	put	it	in	neutral	and	sit	on	the	break	pedal?	Or	leave	it	in	first	with	the	clutch	in	and	break	in?Don't	worry	Feldspar	as	others	have	said	clutches	are	pretty	tough.If	you	don't	do	what	this	manual	driver	does	you	should	be	fine.......	undermine	writes...so	no	one	knows	about	the	small	metal	bar	on	the	brake	pedal	that	holds
down	the	clutch	pedal	when	you	put	your	foot	on	the	brake	..Wake	up	you	are	dreaming.	In	the	more	than	30	manual	cars	I	have	owned	has	never	been	such	a	thing.Reckon	I	need	some	of	what	you	are	on.	rayxg	writes...Leaving	clutch	in	for	long	period	of	time	will	ruin	the	gearbox	bearings	if	it	is	done	too	often.How	will	it	do	that	as	its	disengaged
from	the	gearbox..	Most	cars	these	days	have	BRAKESOnce	you	have	car	rolling	release	the	clutch	fully	immediately	but	dont	have	the	engine	revving	.	Just	a	little	bit	of	throttle,	let	clutch	out	to	get	it	moving	,	let	it	right	out	THEN	Accelerate.You	shouldnt	stick	your	foot	down	until	you	have	foot	off	the	clutch	or	you	will	end	up	with	a	nice	toasty	smell
which	is	never	good	Exkiwi	writes...How	will	it	do	that	as	its	disengaged	from	the	gearboxyep,	can't	hurt	gearbox	bearings.	extra	wear	on	the	clutch	throw-out	bearing,	and	maybe	slight	extra	wear	on	crankshaft	thrust	bearing	due	to	extra	end	loading,	but	that's	about	it.	Technique	with	manual	cars	will	vary	between	the	car	and	person.However,	I
drive	a	2008/9	Audi	S5	the	other	day	4.2L	V8,	6	speed	manual	box	which	was	great	except	it	had	an	electronic	handbrake.	Ugh.	I've	always	been	used	to	using	a	regular	handbrake	with	a	manual	and	only	ride	the	clutch	for	short	periods	if	I	know	a	light	will	change	very	soon	etc.	I've	always	been	able	to	coordinate	feet	and	hand	to	get	nice	smooth
take-offs	but	with	this	it	was	hard.	Yes,	it	does	have	an	automatic	setting	too	but	it's	not	as	smooth.Oh,	and	to	start	the	thing	you	had	tp	depress	the	clutch	pedal	almost	through	the	floor	pan,	way	more	than	just	changing	gear.	Evidently	for	safety	reasons	but	it	was	a	pain	in	the	a...	Boz	writes...it	had	an	electronic	handbrakeWhich	would	release	when
you	touched	hot	pedal.	Grab	a	ate	who	can	drive	a	manual	and	get	them	to	go	for	a	drive	with	you.There	are	many	variations	in	the	answers	you	have	here	and	youre	not	likely	to	get	it	right.	Exkiwi	writes...Which	would	release	when	you	touched	hot	pedalBut	not	in	a	subtle	way.	On	or	off	basically.	When	you	are	driving,	treat	the	clutch	pedal	like	a
foot	rest.Also,	treat	the	gear	shift	like	a	hand	rest.That's	what	I	see	other	people	do.	Cyber	Shadow	writes...When	you	are	driving,	treat	the	clutch	pedal	like	a	foot	rest.and	if	you	drive	an	auto..	the	brake	pedal	is	a	foot	rest!!!	Cyber	Shadow	writes...When	you	are	driving,	treat	the	clutch	pedal	like	a	foot	rest.Never	drive	with	your	foot	on	the	clutch
pedal	O.P.	Zapp	Brannigan	writes...I	tell	people	that	I'm	teaching	to	add	(some)	throttle	first	and	then	slowly	let	the	clutch	out,	if	the	engine	is	about	to	stall	then	push	the	clutch	back	in.	Easing	away	like	this	should	create	no	issues	of	launching	forward	(you	are	not	at	a	drag	strip	trying	to	deliberately	launch	the	car	after	all).Great.	Thanks	for	the
info.	I'll	have	that	in	mind	when	I	do	more	practice	tomorrow	:)SonicII	writes...lots	of	RPM	and	clutch	slip	will	burn	out	a	clutch	a	lot	quicker	than	lower	rpm	and	less	slip	when	launchingAwesome.	I	think	I	was	overdoing	it	and	worrying	about	having	it	in	limbo	too	long	even	during	take	off	and	reversingZapp	Brannigan	writes...Is	your	car	older	or
newer?	If	it's	an	older	car	maybe	the	cable	or	idle	stop	is	not	adjusted	correctly,	it	sounds	like	engine	has	way	too	much	throttle	on	at	idle.	Over	tightening	the	throttle	cable	could	cause	that.It	is	an	05	Corolla.rayxg	writes...Leaving	clutch	in	for	long	period	of	time	will	ruin	the	gearbox	bearings	if	it	is	done	too	often.Oh	okay.	Thanks	for	informing	me!
Wasn't	aware	about	that.First..	don't	be	intimidated	by	cars	behind	you	if	they	start	honking	you...	take	your	time	:)So	when	you	are	familiar	with	the	friction	point	of	the	car:make	sure	there	is	good	space	between	you	and	the	front	car.left	hand	pull	hand	break	and	holdrelease	clutch	to	the	friction	point*gently*	press	the	gas	pedal,	the	car	won't	roll
back	because	the	hand	break	is	holding	the	car.left	hand	drop	the	hand	break	*gently*car	will	start	moving,	and	release	the	clutch	pedal	*gently*	and	press	more	on	the	gas	pedal	simultaneously.Thanks	!	That	was	actually	really	helpful.	I	reacall	knowing	how	to	do	this	all	once	and	have	just	forgotten	since	driving	Auto,	but	that	has	refreshed	my
memory	well.Exkiwi	writes...Once	you	have	car	rolling	release	the	clutch	fully	immediately	but	dont	have	the	engine	revving	.Just	a	little	bit	of	throttle,	let	clutch	out	to	get	it	moving	,	let	it	right	out	THEN	Accelerate.Ooooh	okay.	Thank	you.	Feldspar	writes...the	whole	thing	confuses	me	and	I	don't	want	to	trash	this	car.I	started	driving	a	manual	in
1968	and	been	driving	daily	ever	since.	You	won't	learn	to	drive	a	manual	car	via	a	forum.	The	only	successful	way	is	to	be	shown	in	person	by	someone	with	a	lot	of	experience.FWIW	though,	if	you	think	you	will	be	going	too	fast	when	driving	off	from	a	set	of	lights	you	are	using	too	much	throttle.	A	good	example	for	this	is	to	start	off	in	1st	gear	in	a
quiet	street	and	take	your	foot	off	the	accelerator	pedal	and	see	how	slow	the	car	can	go	without	stalling	and	you	have	to	press	the	clutch	pedal.	Which	means	the	reverse	is	true.	The	clutch	can	be	fully	engaged	at	that	speed	without	stalling.	Of	course	adjustments	have	to	be	made	on	inclines.	undermine	writes...so	no	one	knows	about	the	small	metal
bar	on	the	brake	pedal	that	holds	down	the	clutch	pedal	when	you	put	your	foot	on	the	brake	..	unless	some	one	removed	it	for	burnoutsYou	will	need	a	lot	more	force	to	step	on	the	brake	as	you	are	also	disengaging	the	clutch.	The	clutch	will	wear	out	in	no	time	whenever	you	brake	lightly.	Finally	you	also	lose	engine	brake	which	will	put	more	load
on	your	braking	system	they	will	also	wear	out	sooner.	What	stupid	metal	bar.	O.P.	One	last	thing	if	I	may	:)	When	stopping	at	lights,	is	it	better	to	downshift	4	3	2	then	neutral	and	break.	Or	e.g	4	then	just	neutral	+	breaks?Thanks	BRAKE	THEY	ARE	BRAKES	and	just	slow	down	in	the	gear	you	are	in	and	gently	slow	and	then	go	into	neutral	.I	would
suggest	as	you	show	total	ignorance	about	driving	that	you	have	some	lessons	in	a	manual	car	before	you	cause	an	accident	by	running	up	someones	arse.	Feldspar	writes...is	it	better	to	downshift	4	3	2It	is	good	driving	practice	to	downshift	through	the	gears	while	decelerating.	I	even	do	it	with	my	current	XR6	auto	as	I	prefer	driving	manually.	The
more	experienced	driver	can	even	brake	while	doing	it.	Google	"Heel	and	toe	downshifting"Back	in	the	day	I	bought	a	special	(wider)	accelerator	pedal	for	my	Mini	Cooper	S	to	make	this	easier.	Keep	in	mind	that	if	braking	heavily	it	is	quite	reasonable	to	go	from	top	gear	to	say	second	and	then	neutral.	It	is	simply	a	matter	of	selecting	the	best	gear
for	your	current	speed	when	slowing	down	quickly.	Exkiwi	writes...just	slow	down	in	the	gear	you	are	in	and	gently	slow	and	then	go	into	neutral	.With	all	due	respect	any	car	would	stall	if	you	stayed	in	top	gear	until	stopped	unless	you	disengaged	the	clutch	well	ahead	of	time	which	is	actually	dangerous.	You	are	not	in	control	of	a	moving	vehicle
while	in	neutral.	Feldspar	writes...One	last	thing	if	I	may	:)	When	stopping	at	lights,	is	it	better	to	downshift	4	3	2	then	neutral	and	break.	Or	e.g	4	then	just	neutral	+	breaks?Chances	are	4th	gear	wont	take	you	all	the	way	down	to	a	slow	speed	(eg	5-10	km/h)	before	you	stop,	so	youll	be	required	to	start	coasting	at	neutral	at	a	higher	speed,	meaning
during	this	time	youll	not	have	full	control	of	your	car	should	any	event	require	you	to	do	so,	eg	a	concrete	mixer	is	not	slowing	down	enough	behind	you	and	you	want	to	get	out	of	its	way	:)I	personally	shift	down	the	gears	before	coming	to	a	stop	(and	that	can	mean	skipping	past	a	gear,	eg	3rd,	if	Ive	braked	to	a	speed	that	2nd	gear	can	handle	fine),
so	as	to	be	able	to	apply	gas	with	the	least	delay.Edit:	haha,	in	all	that	time	I	took	to	write	this	up	Bob	B	had	beaten	me	to	it!	O.P.	Bob	B	writes...It	is	good	driving	practice	to	downshift	through	the	gears	while	decelerating.	I	even	do	it	with	my	current	XR6	auto	as	I	prefer	driving	manually.randombite	writes...so	youll	be	required	to	start	coasting	at
neutral	at	a	higher	speed,	meaning	during	this	time	youll	not	have	full	control	of	your	car	should	any	event	require	you	to	do	soOkay	I	see.	Thank	you	both	for	the	info	:)	randombite	writes...,	in	all	that	time	I	took	to	write	this	up	Bob	B	had	beaten	me	to	it!But	at	least	we	both	have	given	good	advice	:-)	If	you	have	to	ask	this	question	after	5	years	of
driving.	You	have	no	business	driving	a	motor	vehicle.	Heh,	use	the	clutch	to	help	you	modulate	low	speed	stuff.You	will	only	burn	your	clutch	out	excessively	quickly	if	you	are	riding	it	long	term.	Like	if	you	rest	your	foot	on	the	clutch	pedal	while	driving	down	the	road	at	normal	speeds	(don't	do	that)It	is	fine	to	use	it	at	low	speeds	when	you	are	not
going	fast	enough	to	stop	the	engine	from	stalling.The	less	you	think	about	it,	and	the	more	you	just	use	it	for	stopping	the	engine	from	stalling	at	low	speeds,	the	smoother	and	quicker	you	will	get	and	the	less	wear	you	will	do.If	you	are	just	starting	in	a	manual,	you	will	probably	wear	your	clutch	a	little	more	than	optimal	as	you	learn,	but	you	will
improve	as	you	get	your	timing	down	better.	Bob	B	writes...But	at	least	we	both	have	given	good	advice	:-)Blowing	your	own	trumpet	a	bit	hard	there	champ.	Since	when	does	"good	advice"	involve	suggesting	unescessarily	downshifting	gears	when	coming	to	a	stop	causing	unesessary	wear	on	the	clutch	and	gearbox	syncros?	No	one	is	going	to	lose
control	of	their	car	if	they	stay	in	their	selected	gear	and	clutch	in	before	idle	rpm.	Please	don't	mislead	other	users	and	suggest	poor	practices	that	will	lead	to	unesessary	wear	and	tear	on	their	vehicles.	John	Barry	G	writes...Blowing	your	own	trumpet	a	bit	hard	there	champ.You	know	nothing	about	me	or	my	background.	Have	you	raced	cars	at
Oran	Park	Raceway?	I	have.Since	when	does	"good	advice"	involve	suggesting	unescessarily	downshifting	gears	when	coming	to	a	stop	causing	unesessary	wear	on	the	clutch	and	gearbox	syncros?By	saying	that	you	are	showing	you	know	nothing	about	driving	a	manual	car.	I've	driven	manuals	with	no	syncros	where	you	had	to	double	declutch,
something	you	would	know	nothing	about.	An	experienced	driver	would	use	the	same	technique	even	on	a	modern	car	hence	my	remark	about	"heel	and	toe".	I	bet	you	don't	know	what	that	is	either.Please	don't	mislead	other	users	and	suggest	poor	practices	that	will	lead	to	unesessary	wear	and	tear	on	their	vehicles.Please	don't	criticise	or	reply
when	you	obviously	didn't	understand	my	post	or	how	to	drive	a	manual.I've	been	doing	it	on	and	off	the	racetrack	for	more	than	50	years.	Both	circuit	and	hill	climb.Yet	another	post	that	has	degraded	quickly.	Good	luck	OP	....	Feldspar	writes...1.	So	the	main	thing	is	to	have	the	clutch	in	or	out	but	not	in	between	right?I	let	the	clutch	slip	a	little	in
first	and	quickly	transition	to	second.	Don't	worry	too	much	about	it	as	the	whole	process	only	lasts	a	second	or	two.2.	What	do	you	do	at	the	traffic	lights?	Do	you	put	it	in	neutral	and	sit	on	the	break	pedal?	Or	leave	it	in	first	with	the	clutch	in	and	break	in?I	keep	the	car	in	gear	while	slowing	down.	When	the	revs	drop	below	1200rpm	or	so,	press	the
clutch	and	go	into	neutral.	Stay	in	neutral	until	you	stop.	Only	press	the	clutch	and	go	into	first	when	you	want	to	start	again.	If	you're	rolling	more	than	walking	pace	you	can	press	clutch	and	go	into	second	to	start	driving	again.3.	Stopping	on	mild	slopes	at	lights:	do	you	always	have	the	handbreak	on	even	in	mild	slopes	where	the	car	roles	back	a
tiny	bit?I	like	to	use	the	handbrake	on	even	mild	slopes.	It	stops	the	car	rolling	back	even	one	centimeter	and	makes	starts	up	a	hill	easy	and	smooth.I've	been	driving	a	manual	for	11	years	on	my	current	car	of	217k	km,	on	the	original	clutch,	so	my	technique	isn't	ruining	the	clutch	or	gearbox.	my	god	this	thread.....i	tells	ya	Gears	are	for	goingBrakes
are	for	slowingWouldn't	recommend	using	gears	to	slow	the	car	down.	Clutches	are	way	more	expensive	than	brake	pads.I	just	used	to	drop	it	into	neutral	and	coast	to	the	red	lights,	and	gently	brake.	Feldspar	writes...It	is	an	05	Corolla.Ribfeast	writes...Brakes	are	for	slowingBut	unnecessary	downshifts	are	fun:	shift-blip-repeat!	:)Wouldn't
recommend	using	gears	to	slow	the	car	down.	Clutches	are	way	more	expensive	than	brake	pads.But	say	you've	bought	a	manual	car	to	make	pottering	about	town	fun?	If	you	don't	extract	all	the	fun	from	your	2005	Corolla	Sportivo	or	2005	Celica	GTS	and	get	the	maximum	enjoyment	out	of	that	8000rpm	2ZZ-GE	engine,	then	what's	the	point	of
having	such	a	beautifully	engineered	Toyota-Yamaha	engine?	:)I	just	used	to	drop	it	into	neutral	and	coast	to	the	red	lights,	and	gently	brake.Many	options	are	available	depending	on	the	circumstance!	:)Heads	or	Tails	writes...my	god	this	thread.....i	tells	yaToo	many	conflicting	theories,	eh?	:(Ever	since	someone	told	me	about	the	perils	of	excessive
synchroniser	wear	on	Honda	transmissions,	I've	made	sure	to	hold	the	clutch	down	and	move	the	lever	through	every	gate	to	get	to	the	desired	high	gear	(i.e.,	instead	of	going	1-2-5	as	some	people	do)	to	minimise	the	mismatch	in	shaft	speeds	by	letting	the	synchronisers	work	incrementally;	also	(trying)	to	remember	to	clutch	into	neutral	first	when
going	down	by	more	than	one	gear	at	a	time	(e.g.,	5-neutral-2).However,	you	can	still	get	down	the	road	just	fine	of	course	without	bothering,	and	stated	synchroniser	wear	concerns	are	probably	exaggerated	Many	drivers	perhaps	just	go	for	the	'make	life	easy'	approach	of	1-2-5,	5-2	approaching	a	giveway,	and	5-neutral	when	coming	to	a	stop.
(Assuming	fifth	gear	is	suited	to	60	kph	city	driving.)However,	like	I	said	if	you	are	trying	to	extract	maximum	fun	out	of	your	Corolla	Sportivo,	then	the	more	unnecessary	gearshifts	the	merrier!	:)	Ribfeast	writes...Gears	are	for	goingBrakes	are	for	slowingEver	driven	a	truck	before?	Try	getting	past	the	examiner	using	that	theory.	Mmm	maybe	turn
this	thread	into	how	to	driveAn	18	speed	non	synchro	road	ranger.Or	going	back	in	time	say	a	what	24	speed	twin	stick	tranny	I	remember	from	the	70,s	Zapp	Brannigan	writes...Ever	since	someone	told	me	about	me	about	the	perils	of	excessive	synchroniser	wear,	I've	make	sure	to	hold	the	clutch	down	and	move	the	lever	through	every	gate	to	get
to	the	desired	high	gear	(instead	of	going	1-2-5	as	some	people	do)	to	minimise	the	mismatch	in	shaft	speeds	by	letting	the	synchronisers	work	incrementally;	also	(trying)	to	remember	to	clutch	into	neutral	first	when	going	down	by	more	than	one	gear	at	a	time	(e.g.,	5-neutral-2).Sometimes	I	skip	gears	when	upshifting/downshifting,	but	never	more
than	2	at	a	time	i.e.	from	2nd	to	4th	to	6th	usually.DBO	writes...Ever	driven	a	truck	before?	Try	getting	past	the	examiner	using	that	theory.I	suppose	we're	all	taught	differently,	but	for	mine,	using	the	gearbox	to	brake	saves	a	lot	of	wear	and	tear	on	the	brakes.	On	both	my	current	cars	the	rear	brakes	have	only	been	replaced	once	each,	with	one	car
having	done	165k	and	the	other	130k	on	the	odo.Plus	it's	a	nice	feeling	to	time	your	approach	to	a	set	of	lights	with	downshifting,	get	the	green	and	sail	through	ahead	of	all	the	impatient	people	who	braked	hard	at	the	lights.	All	the	while	my	right	foot	never	touched	the	brake	pedal.	Bob	B	writes...You	know	nothing	about	me	or	my	background.	Have
you	raced	cars	at	Oran	Park	Raceway?	I	have.ahh	yes,	the	"race	car"	driver.and	this	helps	the	OP	in	driving	a	toyota	corolla	in	peak	hour	traffic	how?	Actually	if	''race	car	driver''	and	OP	met	I	am	positive	that	OP	would	really	be	able	to	improve	his	driving.And	yes	race	car	experience	would	help	to	improve	Op	peak	hour	driving.Dont	down	play
experience.	DBO	writes...Ever	driven	a	truck	before?	Try	getting	past	the	examiner	using	that	theory.Yeah	I'm	well	aware	trucks	are	different	in	this	regard,	you'd	run	out	of	brakes	quick	smart	on	a	decent	downhill	stretch.Just	thought	wasting	$2k	on	a	clutch	to	save	$200	on	brake	pads	was	false	economy.	Ribfeast	writes...Just	thought	wasting	$2k
on	a	clutch	to	save	$200	on	brake	pads	was	false	economy.The	idea	isn't	to	ride	the	clutch	to	slow	down	(using	the	clutch	plates	as	a	brake)The	idea	is	to	use	the	engine's	compression	and	friction	to	slow	the	car/truck	down.There	shouldn't	be	much	wear	of	the	clutch	using	engine	braking	unless	you	are	doing	it	really	wrong.	Ribfeast	writes...Yeah	I'm
well	aware	trucks	are	different	in	this	regardIn	no	way	is	a	truck	different	to	a	car	when	doing	correct	rev	matching	to	downshift	and	then	using	the	engine	compression	to	slow	down.	No	more	wear	on	the	clutch	than	when	shifting	up	gears	and	significantly	lower	wear	on	the	brake	pads.	ArnoldJR28	writes...Sometimes	I	skip	gears	when
upshifting/downshifting,	but	never	more	than	2	at	a	time	i.e.	from	2nd	to	4th	to	6th	usually.Pfft.	1st	to	6th	baby	hahaha.Nah	most	of	the	time	1s	to	get	me	off	the	line	and	moving,	then	2nd	and	boooOOOooost	to	get	me	up	to	60/70/80	then	straight	into	4th	or	5th.	(Plus	bonus	Pop-Pops)Ribfeast	writes...Just	thought	wasting	$2k	on	a	clutch	to	save	$200
on	brake	pads	was	false	economy.If	you	blip	correctly	on	downshift	there	is	virtually	zero	clutch	wear.	Its	engine	compression	and	power	train	parasitic	losses	that	slow	you	down...	Though	these	can	vary	significantly	depending	on	your	vehicle/engine.1.0L	3Cyl	Fiesta	Ecoboost	=	ridiculously	little	engine	braking.2.3L	high	performance	4Cyl	Ecoboost
=	significant	engine	braking.	MasterPooBaa	writes...Nah	most	of	the	time	1s	to	get	me	off	the	line	and	moving,	then	2nd	and	boooOOOooost	to	get	me	up	to	60/70/80	then	straight	into	4th	or	5th.Same.	I	do	that	in	my	cayman,	but	I	don't	get	the	pops.	Go	1st	hard	(I	want	to	hear	the	top	end	scream	from	the	engine),	grab	2nd	if	the	speed	limit	allows
and	repeat,	then	lift	and	grab	4th,	then	6th	depending	on	limit.Engine	braking	in	2nd	is	phenomenal.	Did	a	run	up	the	black	spur	on	the	weekend	and	even	following	other	cars	didn't	need	to	touch	the	brakes,	just	leave	it	in	2nd	and	lift	and	let	the	engine	bring	it	back	down.	You	need	to	just	rev	it	a	little	&	release	the	clutch	smoothly,	But	if	your	a	Boy
racer	in	a	high	performance	1.0L	3Cyl	Fiesta	Ecoboost,	then	you	Tramp	it	to	the	floor	&	drop	the	clutch..	Spot	on.My	new	Skoda	1	litre	3	cyl	manual.Virtually	n	o	engine	braking.However	say	leaving	motorway	at	100k/hr	exiting	onto	a	curved	exit	ramp	5	to	4	to	3	dont	use	brakes	doing	60	in	the	60	zone.Mostly	slowing	coming	up	to	lights	5/4/3.I	got
150000	before	I	replaced	brakes	in	my	last	2	(LZ/LT)	manual	focuses.	rugger	writes...The	idea	isn't	to	ride	the	clutch	to	slow	down	(using	the	clutch	plates	as	a	brake)MasterPooBaa	writes...If	you	blip	correctly	on	downshift	there	is	virtually	zero	clutch	wear.Could	some	one	.	.	.	anyone	.	.	.	explain	those	two	statements	please?	allis	chalmers
writes...Could	some	one	.	.	.	anyone	.	.	.	explain	those	two	statements	please?Because	you	are	not	using	the	clutch	to	speed	up	the	engine	for	the	lower	gear.	Obviously	for	a	given	road	speed,	the	engine	speed	in	a	given	gear	is	fixed.	So	as	the	lower	gear	is	selected	the	gearbox	output	shaft	(the	wheels)	speeds	the	gearbox	input	shaft	up	to	the
required	rotational	speed	(by	the	fixed	ratio	of	gearing),	then	when	the	clutch	is	let	out	the	clutch	does	the	work	of	bringing	the	engine	rotational	speed	up	to	the	gearbox	input	shaft	speed.Whereas	if	you	blip	the	throttle	while	the	clutch	is	depressed,	the	engine	is	already	sped	up	to	roughly	the	right	rotational	speed	in	advance	of	the	clutch	pedal
being	released.	The	clutch	disc	doesn't	have	to	do	the	work	of	compensating	for	the	mismatch	of	input	shaft	speed	and	engine	speed,	and	speeding	the	engine	up.[Obviously	in	the	reverse	case	of	accelerating,	the	engine	rotational	speed	naturally	drops	to	near	the	required	value	while	the	clutch	is	depressed	&	accelerator	is	released	so	no	action	is
required.]	Ribfeast	writes...I	just	used	to	drop	it	into	neutral	and	coast	to	the	red	lights,	and	gently	brake.Terrible	advice,	a	learner	would	fail	their	driving	test	for	this.allis	chalmers	writes...The	idea	isn't	to	ride	the	clutch	to	slow	down	(using	the	clutch	plates	as	a	brake)Could	some	one	.	.	.	anyone	.	.	.	explain	those	two	statements	please?Rugger	is
pointing	out	to	a	grossly	misinformed	poster	(Ribfeast)	that	"engine	braking"	does	not	mean	forcing	the	gearbox	into	1st	at	highway	speeds	and	then	feathering	the	clutch	such	that	RPM	holds	steady	just	shy	of	the	limiter	;)Proper	engine	braking	is	not	only	effective	and	perfectly	safe	for	the	drivetrain,	it's	efficient.	Any	car	with	instantaneous	fuel
consumption	data	will	read	0.0l/100km	because	the	injectors	are	cut	off	on	engine	overrun.MasterPooBaa	writes...If	you	blip	correctly	on	downshift	there	is	virtually	zero	clutch	wear.	Its	engine	compression	and	power	train	parasitic	losses	that	slow	you	down...	Though	these	can	vary	significantly	depending	on	your	vehicle/engine.1.0L	3Cyl	Fiesta
Ecoboost	=	ridiculously	little	engine	braking.2.3L	high	performance	4Cyl	Ecoboost	=	significant	engine	braking.This	is	my	biggest	complaint	about	my	new	car	:(	Old	chariot	was	a	306	GTi6,	high	compression	2l	4cyl	N/A	with	a	short	ratio	box.	Great	engine	braking!Recently	moved	to	an	Octavia	RS230,	(relatively)	low	compression	2l	4cyl	turbo	with
noticeably	taller	gearing,	and	the	engine	braking	is	almost	non-existent.	allis	chalmers	writes...Could	some	one	.	.	.	anyone	.	.	.	explain	those	two	statements	please?Nice	try	Zapp	but	let	me	reduce	it	down	even	further.rugger	writes...The	idea	isn't	to	ride	the	clutch	to	slow	down	(using	the	clutch	plates	as	a	brake)you're	not	clutching	down	to	a	lower
gear	and	slowing	the	vehicle	from	the	action,	you're	shifting	down	to	a	lower	gear	and	using	the	engine	(and	transmission)	to	slow	the	vehicle.(this	is	what	he's	explained	already)MasterPooBaa	writes...If	you	blip	correctly	on	downshift	there	is	virtually	zero	clutch	wear.rev	matching	when	done	perfectly	(or	as	near	as	said)	does	"even	less"	wear	on	a
clutch,	but	it's	not	like	it's	not	designed	to	handle	it	or	even	decades	of	light	misuse.	Though	you	can	destroy	one	in	a	day/week/month	from	hard	abuse.	Rev	matching	to	slow	down	is	counter	intuitive	and	doesn't	slow	you	down	as	much	over	regular	down-shifting.	Feldspar	writes...As	in,	if	I	pull	it	out	all	the	way	too	quickly	the	car	will	shoot	off	too
fast	and	hit	the	car	in	frontWhile	you're	working	on	this	skill	as	per	the	other	suggestions,	just	wait	a	little	longer	before	moving	off	to	allow	the	car	in	front	to	create	some	distance.	As	you	get	better	at	judging	the	accelerator/clutch	transition,	you	won't	need	as	much	acc.	pedal	and	can	move	off	more	slowly.	You	want	there	to	be	enough	space	such
that	you	can	fully	release	the	clutch	and	move	off	in	first	gear	and	you	don't	have	to	crawl	along	with	a	slipping	clutch.	How	slow	you	can	go	depends	on	the	car's	gearbox	and	final	drive	ratios.	The	increasingly	more	common	automatics	can	go	very	slowly	with	the	brakes	applied,	so	you	may	still	struggle.Waiting	a	moment	longer	will	also	allow	you	to
judge	how	quickly	the	driver	ahead	will	move	off	and	in	slow,	heavy	traffic	you	don't	want	to	enter	intersections	unless	there's	going	to	be	a	space	on	the	other	side.As	others	have	pointed	out,	do	not	drive	around	with	your	left	foot	resting	on	the	clutch	pedal;	you	will	wear	out	your	clutch	release	(or	throw-out)	bearing	rapidly.	These	are	generally	not
provided	with	circulating	lubrication	under	pressure	like	the	engine	and	gearbox	so	aren't	expected	to	be	constantly	engaged/under	pressure.	Even	light	pressure	on	the	pedal	will	engage	them,	however.You	can	use	downshifting	to	slow	the	car	down	and	be	ready	to	accelerate	in	the	right	gear	if	the	traffic	starts	to	speed	up	again.	You	will	only
accelerate	wear	on	the	clutch	if	you	don't	apply	more	acc.	pedal	when	downshifting	so	the	clutch	isn't	force	to	drag	up	the	engine	speed.So	get	a	feel	for	smooth	shifts	and	matching	engine	and	gearbox	speeds	where	the	clutch	isn't	needing	to	do	this	work	before	regularly	downshifting	to	slow	down.	Brakes	are	cheaper/easier	to	replace	than	clutches,
so	it's	only	worth	using	engine	braking	if	you	can	do	so	without	adding	to	clutch	wear.	Heads	or	Tails	writes...Rev	matching	to	slow	down	is	counter	intuitive	and	doesn't	slow	you	down	as	much	over	regular	down-shifting.Rev	matching,	blipping,	"heel	and	toeing"	is	an	affectation	on	synchro	mesh	transmissions.It	may	"sound	good"	to	the	ear	of	the
beholder	but	that's	about	all.Milkymoocowmoo	writes...Rugger	is	pointing	out	to	a	grossly	misinformed	poster	(Ribfeast)	that	"engine	braking"	does	not	mean	forcing	the	gearbox	into	1st	at	highway	speeds	and	then	feathering	the	clutch	such	that	RPM	holds	steady	just	shy	of	the	limiter	;)It	has	never	occurred	to	me	that	anyone	could	consider	that	to
be	a	viable	technique.	Wonder	how	many	times	and	how	many	conflicting	views	come	up	on	this	topic.This	has	been	done	to	death	numerous	times	in	the	past.	allis	chalmers	writes...Rev	matching,	blipping,	"heel	and	toeing"	is	an	affectation	on	synchro	mesh	transmissions.It	may	"sound	good"	to	the	ear	of	the	beholder	but	that's	about	all.It's	not	an
affectation	if	you	care	about	clutch	wear.	Otherwise	you're	using	your	clutch	as	brake,	not	just	the	engine.	allis	chalmers	writes...It	may	"sound	good"	to	the	ear	of	the	beholder	but	that's	about	all.If	you	don't	rev	match	when	downshifting	e.g	downshift	at	70km/h	from	4th	to	2nd	by	just	selecting	the	gear	and	letting	the	clutch	out,	your	car	will	most
likely	buckle	and	decelerate	in	rather	uncomfortable	manner.	In	RWD	car	you	will	likely	spin	out	or	lose	control	of	the	car	depending	on	the	condition..The	synchro	works	as	in	it	matches	the	engine	speed	with	your	trans	speed	so	you	can	select	the	gear	without	having	to	go	to	neutral	first	and	rev-match	the	transmission,	but	the	flywheel	is	still	going
at	different	speed	and	that's	when	the	revmatch	is	useful.Synchro	eliminates	the	need	to	do	double	clutching	but	doesn't	eliminate	the	need	to	still	revmatch	your	engine	with	wheel	speed.	Otherwise	your	clutch	will	be	the	one	who	does	it..	and	it	will	do	a	lot	of	wear	on	that.	Sam	Thompson	writes...It's	not	an	affectation	if	you	care	about	clutch	wear.
Otherwise	you're	using	your	clutch	as	brake,	not	just	the	engine.Clutch	wear	is	still	minimal	there,	even	if	you	don't	rev-match.That	said,	the	best	reason	to	change	down	gears	as	you	slow	down	is	that	it	leaves	you	in	the	right	place	to	accelerate	again	should	conditions	change.	If	you	just	clutch	and	brake,	then	you	may	be	in	the	wrong	gear	if	you
suddenly	need	to	start	moving	again,	as	is	often	the	case	on	the	road.If	you	need	to	stop	in	a	hurry,	of	course	you	can	just	clutch	and	brake	to	avoid	a	collision.Worrying	about	the	difference	between	having	to	replace	the	clutch	after	10	or	15	years	is	not	something	that	should	be	pre-occupying	your	mind	when	you	are	new	to	using	a	manual	car.
Focus	on	basic	technique	and	safe	driving	will	have	a	batter	payback.	Maybe	after	you	are	really	comfortable	with	your	basic	technique	and	it	is	completely	second	nature	to	you,	then	move	onto	things	like	rev-matching.	rugger	writes...Worrying	about	the	difference	between	having	to	replace	the	clutch	after	10	or	15	years	is	not	something	that
should	be	pre-occupying	your	mind	when	you	are	new	to	using	a	manual	car.While	the	focus	is	certainly	on	moving	off	and	developing	smooth	up-shifts	in	the	early	phase,	and	given	the	much	larger	surface	area,	clutches	will	last	longer	than	brake	pads,	I	disagree	the	difference	is	only	10	vs	15	years;	more	like	4	or	5	vs.	never	(i.e.	the	life	of	the	car)	if
you	compare	years	of	good	vs.	bad	technique.That's	still	not	an	affectation,	the	point	I	was	responding	to.	gertr	writes...Wonder	how	many	times	and	how	many	conflicting	views	come	up	on	this	topic.No	wonder	automatics	are	just	plain	better.	:(Pensioners	zip	about	just	fine	in	their	manual	transmission	Suzuki	Swifts	and	Honda	Jazzes,	so	do	you
suppose	any	old	way	is	fine?	:)rext	writes...If	you	don't	rev	match	when	downshifting	e.g	downshift	at	70km/h	from	4th	to	2nd	by	just	selecting	the	gear	and	letting	the	clutch	out,	your	car	will	most	likely	buckle	and	decelerate	in	rather	uncomfortable	manner.Lots	of	people	don't	though,	so	obviously	it	doesn't	really	matter.	\_()_/	rext	writes...If	you
don't	rev	match	when	downshifting	e.g	downshift	at	70km/h	from	4th	to	2nd	by	just	selecting	the	gear	and	letting	the	clutch	out,	your	car	will	most	likely	buckle	and	decelerate	in	rather	uncomfortable	manner.Of	course.It	will	most	possibly	redline	the	engine	and	put	passengers	into	the	windscreen.Boy	racer	"blipping"	will	not	cut	it.	The	engine	needs
to	be	at	near	the	revolutions	required	to	run	at	that	speed	in	the	lower	ratio	.	.	.	the	so	called	"art	of	heel	and	toeing"	involves	using	the	brakes	to	wash	off	speed	as	the	shift	to	the	lower	ratio	is	completed.I	would	really	like	to	see	some	of	the	posters	drive	a	vehicle	where	rev	matching	(both	up	and	down)	was	an	absolute	requirement	and	not	an
option	.	.	.	a	five	speed	and	a	three	speed	Brownie	full	of	neutrals	and	crunch	is	a	mind	clarifying	experience.	Sam	Thompson	writes...While	the	focus	is	certainly	on	moving	off	and	developing	smooth	up-shifts	in	the	early	phase,	and	given	the	much	larger	surface	area,	clutches	will	last	longer	than	brake	pads,	I	disagree	the	difference	is	only	10	vs	15
years;	more	like	4	or	5	vs.	never	(i.e.	the	life	of	the	car)	if	you	compare	years	of	good	vs.	bad	technique.Well,	if	you	downshift	HARD	all	the	time,	then	yeah,	you	will	wear	your	clutch	somewhat	more.But	if	you	scrub	off	most	of	the	speed	in	a	gear,	then	downshift	1	gear	at	a	time,	you	won't	be	putting	a	lot	of	wear	on	the	clutch	even	without	rev-
matching.if	you	do	dumb	stuff	like	downshifting	from	4th	to	2nd	at	70kph,	yeah,	that	is	really	is	pretty	hard	on	the	clutch,	and	you	will	feel	it	through	excessively	jerky	driving	and	possibly	locking	the	drive	wheels.	allis	chalmers	writes...I	would	really	like	to	see	some	of	the	posters	drive	a	vehicle	where	rev	matching	(both	up	and	down)	was	an
absolute	requirement	and	not	an	option	.	.	.	a	five	speed	and	a	three	speed	Brownie	full	of	neutrals	and	crunch	is	a	mind	clarifying	experience.Yeah,	I	am	sure	I'd	suck	at	it.	I'd	need	a	lot	of	practice	to	get	that	good.Ah,	box	of	neutrals	...	reminds	me	of	riding	my	friends	royal	enfield	classic	500.	That	gearbox	is	quite	agricultural!	When	taking	off,	I
slowly	raise	the	clutch	all	the	way	until	the	vehicle	creeps	under	idle	and	then	apply	the	accelerator.If	I'm	in	a	hurry	(or	at	traffic	lights)	I	usually	give	it	a	little	bit	of	accelerator	while	raising	the	clutch.	rugger	writes...Yeah,	I	am	sure	I'd	suck	at	it.	I'd	need	a	lot	of	practice	to	get	that	good.Its	just	practice	of	course	.	.	.	and	perhaps	muscle	memory	and
a	bit	of	intuition.I	am	now	retired	but	a	few	years	back	I	acquired	a	Chinese	tractor	with	a	four	speed	and	a	hi/lo.When	roading,	by	judging	ground	speed	and	engine	note,	it	was	possible	to	use	the	hi/lo	as	a	splitter	just	as	we	used	to	do	on	the	three	speed	Landcruisers	.	.	.	happy	days.I	might	add	that	it	does	not	take	much	to	amuse	me.	(grins)	Neo2
writes...until	the	vehicle	creeps	under	idle	and	then	apply	the	accelerator.A	lot	of	vehicles	can't	do	that,	I	don't	think	that's	a	universal	suggestion	for	learners.	:)	Zapp	Brannigan	writes...A	lot	of	vehicles	can't	do	that,	I	don't	think	that's	a	universal	suggestion	for	learners.	:)You're	right,	many	vehicles	can't	do	it	and	just	stall.	I	think	my	driving
instructor	taught	me	how	to	do	it	on	my	first	lesson.	I	find	it	really	handy	when	inching	back	and	forth	in	tight	shopping	centre	car	parks.	any	car	after	2009	will	have	anti	roll	back	on	it.	other	thing	your	over	thinking	driving	a	manual	car	it	just	comes	to	you	naturally.	as	for	the	cost	of	replacing	the	clutch.gotta	be	cheaper	than	changing	an	automatic
trans.	did	my	subaru	clutch	myself	total	cost	under	400.00	bucks.	new	clutch	kit	machined	flywheel	did	rear	main	seal	and	the	pride	in	my	doing	it	Clutch	goes	in	as	accelerator	comes	out,	smoothly.	Be	aware	of	where	the	friction	point	is.	You	could	practice	finding	the	Friction	Point	then	finish	moving	off	from	stationary,	or	on	a	hill	(hill	start).
RandomK	writes...HiAceWhen	I	used	to	drive	an	old	HiAce,	I'd	never	bother	with	first,	always	took	off	in	2nd	(unless	it	was	a	steep	uphill).	I	guess	I	was	being	lazy,	and	thought	I'd	save	myself	a	gear	shift	lol.	Is	this	OK,	or	am	I	slowly	wrecking	the	car?I	have	driven	Hiace's	for	the	last	20	years	or	so,	and	I	currently	drive	a	Commuter	for	carrying	all
the	family	crap	around,	kids	bikes	etc.	If	you	are	going	from	a	stand	at	traffic	lights,	you	can	do	it	from	second,	you	need	more	revs	though.I	do	the	1st	gear	from	a	stop,	and	if	I	time	it	right,	I	can	out	accelerate	Red	P's	who	rev	their	engines	at	red	lights,	a	couple	of	them	stalled	too	:),	its	not	about	a	right	way,	or	wrong	way,	it	is	experience.	And
before	people	give	the	"Yadda	Yadda	burn	clutch	etc",	the	van	is	nearly	at	300k	on	its	ORIGINAL	clutch	(that	I	know	of)	and	I	have	had	it	well	over	10	years.	Minor	Maintenance,	had	to	change	the	Master	Cylinder	on	the	clutch	pedal.Next	service	is	likely	to	me	a	major,	oil	and	filter,	Fuel,	Sparks	and	Gear	/	Diff	oils.	Oh	and	yes,	about	a	year	ago	I	got



the	Battery	charge	light	warning,	had	it	looked	at,	and	the	main	engine	belt	was	totally	up	the	duff	and	ended	up	snapping,	and	because	it	also	drives	the	alternator	I	was	running	purely	off	battery	for	ignition..	Its	a	1998	RZH125R	So	whats	the	difference	when	driving	a	turbo?I	have	been	driving	automatic	Mazda	2s	for	the	last	17	years.	I	was	made
to	get	a	manual	licence	back	in	the	day	and	havent	touched	one	since.	In	the	last	few	weeks	I	have	been	driving	a	Nissan	Navara	turbo	diesel	6	speed	manual.	It	has	been	set	up	to	tow	and	has	a	heavy	duty	clutch	in	it.If	I	dont	keep	the	revs	up	(around	2000rpm),	it	goes	into	limp	mode.	If	I	go	around	driving	at	2000rpm	it	sounds	(to	me),	like	Im	reving
it	too	much.	Also	cannot	lift	my	foot	off	the	accelerator	and	then	put	it	down	again.	The	drop	in	revs	causes	it	to	go	into	limp	mode	(eg	if	I	hesitate	going	over	bumps,	like	a	grid).	So	I	have	to	brake	and	then	shift	down	a	gear	or	two	at	most	corners	and	obstacles.	Also	find	I	have	to	ride	the	clutch	in	first	and	reverse	or	it	goes	too	fast/slow	(have	been
told	this	is	fine	and	the	preferred	way	to	control	speed	at	low	revs).I	read	that	its	better	to	drive	faster	in	a	lower	gear	instead	of	slower	in	a	higher	gear	in	a	turbo.	Any	other	pointers	for	me	please?	thetigress17	writes...Any	other	pointers	for	me	please?Get	a	different	car?	The	Navara	sounds	like	its	stuffed.	I	dont	think	youre	doing	anything
materially	wrong...	I	find	this	thread	fascinating	as	I	learned	on	an	auto	car	and	got	my	license	then	followed	it	up	with	learning	to	ride	a	motorcycle.	With	a	motorcycle	you	are	meant	to	ride	the	clutch	in	the	friction	zone	for	slow	speed	manoeuvres	and	its	a	wet	clutch	so	its	fine.	As	I	have	never	driven	a	manual	car	I	have	always	wondered	if	I	could
use	the	clutch	the	same	way	as	a	bike	or	if	I	am	doing	the	worse	thing	with	that	thinking.	I've	got	2	manual	cars...	one	is	a	Ford	Fiesta	daily	run-a-bout	and	the	other	is	a	Nissan	350Z	weekend	warrior.You	can't	tell	someone	how	to	use	the	clutch,	because	they	are	different	for	different	cars.On	the	Fiesta	I	ease	out	the	clutch	slowly	while	giving	a	little
gas,	then	as	I'm	bringing	up	the	clutch	and	it	starts	gripping	I	actually	reduce	the	gas	pedal	until	fully	engaged	then	slowly	apply	more	gas	pedal	again,	this	gives	a	nice	smooth	take	off.The	350Z	has	a	much	smaller	take	up	point	and	so	you	pretty	much	have	to	do	the	complete	opposite	and	release	the	pedal	almost	all	the	way	up,	try	not	to	rev	the
guts	out	of	it	and	then	once	the	clutch	has	gripped	99%	give	it	tons	of	gas	so	the	engine	doesn't	stall.bottler1	writes...any	car	after	2009	will	have	anti	roll	back	on	it.The	Ford	Fiesta	2011	I	have	occasionally	has	a	bug	where	I	will	be	reversing	and	as	I	push	the	clutch	in	will	fire	the	revs	up	to	like	4000RPM	by	itself	(no	acceleration	pedal	at	all)
seemingly	because	it	thinks	it's	"rolling"	and	the	only	way	to	stop	it	is	to	put	my	other	foot	on	the	brake	or	put	it	into	1st.	Pretty	annoying	when	you	have	pedestrians	walking	around	behind	you	and	then	think	you	have	got	mad	max	on	them.	AnotherDayInParadise	writes...You	can't	tell	someone	*new*	how	to	use	the	clutch,	because	they	are	different
for	different	cars.Fixed	for	you.Anyone	experienced	in	driving	a	manual	car	knows	how	to	use	a	clutch.	nahs	writes...Anyone	experienced	in	driving	a	manual	car	knows	how	to	use	a	clutch.Perhaps	but	folks	here	are	mentioning	the	"friction	point"	and	that	varies	from	vehicle	to	vehicle	.	.	.	and	over	the	life	of	a	vehicle.I	was	asked	to	shift	a	couple	of
cars	the	other	day	and	one,	a	Mazda,	had	no	"free	play"	and	was	horrible	to	use.	Cars	these	days	have	self	adjusting	clutches	but	clearly	something	had	gone	awry	or	had	been	assembled	incorrectly.There	should	be	some	free	play	in	the	pedal	.	.	.	the	point	at	which	the	clutch	begins	to	disengage	should	be	easily	discernable.Heavy	vehicles	also	have	a
clutch	brake	to	slow	the	rotating	mass	and	so	allow	a	gear	to	be	selected	from	neutral.	This	is	engaged	by	pushing	the	pedal	to	the	floor.	All	too	often	this	is	not	functioning	properly	because	of	maladjustment	and	drivers	just	crunch	the	vehicle	into	gear.	thetigress17	writes...If	I	dont	keep	the	revs	up	(around	2000rpm),	it	goes	into	limp	mode.	If	I	go
around	driving	at	2000rpm	it	sounds	(to	me),	like	Im	reving	it	too	much.sorry,	that	car	is	stuffed.	thetigress17	writes...If	I	dont	keep	the	revs	up	(around	2000rpm),	it	goes	into	limp	mode.	If	I	go	around	driving	at	2000rpm	it	sounds	(to	me),	like	Im	reving	it	too	much.There	are	problems	with	that	Navara	.	.	.	and	probably	not	related	to	the	fact	it	is
turbocharged.Also	find	I	have	to	ride	the	clutch	in	first	and	reverse	or	it	goes	too	fast/slowI	don't	understand	your	"fast/slow"	comment	but	I	do	find	.	.	.	even	with	five	and	six	speed	transmissions	.	.	.	some	supposedly	"towing"	rigs	are	too	highly	geared	in	low	and	reverse.One	ute	I	had	needed	low	range	to	take	off	on	a	hill	with	a	heavily	laden	trailer.
It	was	also	difficult	to	shift	out	of	low	range	on	the	fly	.	.	.	made	it	very	marginal	as	a	tug	in	traffic.	Zapp	Brannigan	writes...Pensioners	zip	about	just	fine	in	their	manual	transmission	Suzuki	Swifts	and	Honda	Jazzes,	so	do	you	suppose	any	old	way	is	fine?	:)Ultimate	is	to	have	2	cars,	an	auto	for	shopping/around	town	and	a	manual	for	touring/fun.
gertr	writes...auto	for	shopping/around	townOld	style	auto	(with	torque	converter)	are	best	for	crawling	traffic.	The	torque	converter	can	absorb	the	energy	and	doesn't	wear	out	in	constant	start/stop	traffic.	Interesting	I	have	done	millions	of	KM	over	the	last	30	odd	yrs	driving	never	had	to	replace	a	clutch	yet	last	2	cars	had	well	over	230000	kms	on
them	With	a	manual	transmission	car,	you	are	always	looking	at	how	to	reduce	the	time	when	the	clutch	is	spent	in	between	in	and	out.	Even	after	driving	for	24	years,	I	still	find	ways	to	improve	and	increase	clutch	life	even	today.	allis	chalmers	writes...There	are	problems	with	that	Navara	.	.	.	and	probably	not	related	to	the	fact	it	is
turbocharged.The	local	diesel	mechanic	had	it	for	a	week	and	drove	it	daily	to	try	and	replicate	the	problem.	Put	it	on	the	diagnostic	machine	a	few	times	and	found	nothing.	His	advice	was	its	a	turbo,	you	have	to	drive	it	and	youre	not	driving	it	aggressively	enough.	Probably	fair	comment	because	Im	not	experienced	in	manuals	and	not	in	large	4x4s
either.I	don't	understand	your	"fast/slow"If	I	let	the	clutch	all	the	way	out	in	first	or	reverse,	it	can	be	going	too	fast	for	the	manoeuvre	Im	trying	to	perform.	Eg	parking	in	a	tight	space.	By	riding	the	clutch	and	balancing	the	friction	point,	I	can	move	extremely	slowly	and	park	with	more	precision.	thetigress17	writes...The	local	diesel	mechanic	had	it
for	a	week	and	drove	it	daily	to	try	and	replicate	the	problem.	Put	it	on	the	diagnostic	machine	a	few	times	and	found	nothing.	His	advice	was	its	a	turbo,	you	have	to	drive	it	and	youre	not	driving	it	aggressively	enough.	Probably	fair	comment	because	Im	not	experienced	in	manuals	and	not	in	large	4x4s	either.what	codes	is	it	throwing?maybe	you
mean	"limp"	mode	as	in	doesn't	have	boost,	which	is	normal?	thetigress17	writes...Probably	fair	comment	because	Im	not	experienced	in	manuals	and	not	in	large	4x4s	either.I	don't	think	that	is	fair	comment.To	get	the	best	out	of	a	turbo,	sure	you	need	to	spool	it	up	but,	any	I	have	driven	of	all	the	common	makes	will	trickle	along	just	fine.By	riding
the	clutch	and	balancing	the	friction	point,	I	can	move	extremely	slowly	and	park	with	more	precision.Exactly!You	are	doing	it	correctly	.	.	.	balancing	the	friction	point	is	key.As	I	mentioned,	some	vehicles	are	just	geared	too	high	and	this	means	you	need	to	"ride	the	clutch"	more	than	you	would	like	to	perform	certain	maneuvers.	Ah	memories.With
some	cars	the	accelerator	may	be	a	little	'notchey'	from	nothing	to	a	little	bit,	so	you	kind	of	have	to	let	the	clutch	be	the	accelerator	at	creeping	speeds.	Don't	ride	the	clutch	when	you	don't	need	to,	but	when	you	do,	use	it.	Tire	writes...what	codes	is	it	throwing?P0093	seems	to	be	particularly	in	the	morning	(when	first	turned	on),	if	I	try	to	change	it
up	a	gear	before	its	reached	the	necessary	revs	(going	into	second	when	its	not	fully	up	to	first	yet),	and/or	if	I	take	my	foot	off	the	accelerator	and	the	revs	drop,	then	put	my	foot	back	down	when	I	should	have	changed	back	a	gear	(a	bad	habit	I	have	from	driving	auto,	take	your	foot	off	the	accelerator	to	slow	down	instead	of	using	the	brake)allis
chalmers	writes...sure	you	need	to	spool	it	upWhat	does	this	mean	please?You	are	doing	it	correctly	.	.	.	balancing	the	friction	point	is	key.Thank	you.	Thats	why	I	moved	to	an	auto	in	the	first	place,	everyone	was	alway	harping	on	about	dont	ride	the	clutch,	youll	burn	it	out.	So	I	just	figured	it	was	easier	not	to	have	one.	I	also	change	down	a	gear
going	through	corners	if	necessary,	sometimes	across	two	gears.	This	thread	has	given	me	confidence	that	Im	doing	things	correctly	in	a	lot	of	ways.When	I	drive	it	slowly	and	concentrate,	it	drives	beautifully.	I	think	I	might	just	need	some	practice.	(Without	a	bunch	of	doomsayers	in	the	cab	with	me).Demegod	writes...accelerator	may	be	a	little
'notchey'	from	nothing	to	a	little	bit,Could	be	this,	it	usually	doesnt	engage	until	the	clutch	is	almost	all	the	way	out,	then	it	engages	all	of	a	sudden	and	Im	still	getting	used	to	it.	thetigress17	writes...What	does	this	mean	please?Spool	up	the	turbocharger.	:)	It	will	only	"kick	in"	and	create	the	positive	feedback	loop	at	a	certain	rpm	and	load.	Ok,	so	it
was	acting	up	yesterday	and	being	annoying,	going	into	limp	mode	every	time	I	turned	it	on.	So	I	turned	it	off,	pumped	the	clutch	in	and	out	a	few	times	(fast)	while	in	neutral,	and	went	home.Did	same	again	this	morning	when	on	the	way	to	work.	Since	pumping	the	clutch	while	off,	its	been	driving	like	a	dream.	No	limp	mode	and	clutch	not	as	high
as	usual	(almost	normal).	Completely	different.	Even	idling	smoother.Does	anyone	know	what	the	connection	is,	if	any,	between	the	clutch	and	this	response	please?	Im	a	complete	noob	to	anything	manual	or	automotive.	Page	2	I	tell	people	that	I'm	teaching	to	add	(some)	throttle	first	and	then	slowly	let	the	clutch	out,	if	the	engine	is	about	to	stall
then	push	the	clutch	back	in.	Easing	away	like	this	should	create	no	issues	of	launching	forward	(you	are	not	at	a	drag	strip	trying	to	deliberately	launch	the	car	after	all).Feldspar	writes...As	in,	if	I	pull	it	out	all	the	way	too	quickly	the	car	will	shoot	off	too	fast	and	hit	the	car	in	front.It	sounds	like	you	are	approaching	it	from	the	opposite	way	of	adding
bucketloads	of	throttle	and	then	letting	the	clutch	out	very	quickly,	which	doesn't	seem	advisable	for	road	driving!	:)Feldspar	writes...How	about	if	there's	a	car	in	front	of	you	moving	quite	slowly	and	you	only	just	want	to	move	but	not	rear	end	then	(after	a	red	light)?I	feel	if	I'm	getting	off	the	clutch	too	quickly	I	end	up	moving	to	fast	and	might	hit
the	car	in	front.Why	are	you	using	so	much	throttle!?	:PIs	your	car	older	or	newer?	If	it's	an	older	car	maybe	the	cable	or	idle	stop	is	not	adjusted	correctly,	it	sounds	like	engine	has	way	too	much	throttle	on	at	idle.	Over	tightening	the	throttle	cable	could	cause	that.Feldspar	writes...So	the	main	thing	is	to	have	the	clutch	in	or	out	but	not	in	between
right?No.	When	they	say	"don't	ride	the	clutch"	they	mean	don't	rest	your	foot	on	it	when	it	is	not	required.	Using	it	for	its	intended	purpose	is	fine!	:)undermine	writes...push	the	brake	and	watch	the	clutch	pedal	move..That's	not	supposed	to	happen,	undermine!	Maybe	your	firewall	is	flexing?	Even	if	they	share	the	same	reservoir,	the	systems	are
not	supposed	to	be	functionally	connected.Tire	writes...bug	get	off	the	clutch	pretty	quicklyMost	modern	cars	will	have	some	kind	of	clutch	delay	valve	anyway.	:)	

How	to	take	off	fast	in	a	manual.	How	to	take	off	faster	in	a	manual	car.	How	to	get	off	the	line	faster	in	a	manual.	How	to	take	off	fast	in	a	manual	car.
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