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This	is	my	idea	for	a	implementing	a	Genius	Hour	lesson	for	the	end	of	the	year	for	my	4th	grade	class...I	just	discovered	the	Genius	Hour	this	week	in	a	course	I	am	taking	at	National	University.	This	was	the	first	time	I	had	heard	of	the	Genius	Hour	and	I	have	to	say	that	I	truly	love	this	idea.	The	incorporation	of	this	idea	into	the	classroom	can	be	an
amazingly	powerful	tool	to	expand	a	child's	learning	beyond	the	classroom.	Having	something	they	can	research	and	create	independently	can	excite	and	encourage	students	to	learn	on	their	own.	The	big	concern	with	activities	like	the	Genius	Hour	in	the	classroom	is	the	ability	to	lose	control	of	the	students	because	they	are	all	working	on
completely	different	activities	all	at	the	same	time.	In	the	"What	is	Genius	Hour?"	article	Mrs.	Kirr	implements	a	one-on-one	weekly	discussion	on	the	Genius	Hour	project	to	ensure	students	are	utilizing	this	time	to	develop	and	learn	more	about	what	they	are	passionate	about.	I	think	this	is	a	great	way	to	help	guide	the	students	as	they	self	discover.
It's	important	that	as	teachers	we	assume	the	role	as	a	guide	during	this	time	to	ensure	the	purity	of	the	thoughts	and	ideas	the	students	have.	We	want	to	encourage	and	praise	the	amazing	work	and	effort	they	are	putting	into	their	Genius	Hour	assignments.	We	read	a	CNN	article	about	a	young	girl	who	was	devastated	about	missing	school	due	to
snow	days	and	this	was	so	touching!	Such	an	eye	opener	as	to	the	extremely	positive	effect	that	student	led	instruction	can	have.I	am	excited	to	see	if	I	can	implement	this	Genius	Hour	practice	into	my	future	classroom!	The	following	is	a	lesson	plan	idea	I	have	created	in	order	to	implement	the	Genius	Hour	into	a	4th	grade	blended	learning
classroom.	Common	Core	California	State	StandardsThe	Genius	Hour	platform	has	an	amazing	amount	of	potential	to	meet	so	many	common	core	standards	for	the	students	and	the	lessons	are	a	brilliant	way	to	meet	Common	Core	standards'	4	C's	-	Communication,	Collaboration,	Creativity	and	Critical	Thinking.	Here	are	the	key	standards	to	be	met
by	students	during	this	lesson	plan.	CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.4.4Determine	or	clarify	the	meaning	of	unknown	and	multiple-meaning	words	and	phrases	based	on	grade	4	reading	and	content,	choosing	flexibly	from	a	range	of	strategies.CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.4.3Use	knowledge	of	language	and	its	conventions	when	writing,	speaking,	reading,	or
listening.CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.4.1Engage	effectively	in	a	range	of	collaborative	discussions	(one-on-one,	in	groups,	and	teacher-led)	with	diverse	partners	on	grade	4	topics	and	texts,	building	on	others'	ideas	and	expressing	their	own	clearly.CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.4.4Report	on	a	topic	or	text,	tell	a	story,	or	recount	an	experience	in	an	organized
manner,	using	appropriate	facts	and	relevant,	descriptive	details	to	support	main	ideas	or	themes;	speak	clearly	at	an	understandable	pace.	Over	a	six-week	period	students	will	work	onindividualized	projects	based	on	a	personal	passion	or	curiosity.	One	of	themost	challenging	attributes	of	this	project	is	the	students	ability	to	choosea	topic	they	are
passionate	about.	This	is	also	the	most	important	aspect	ofthe	project	because	without	passion	the	student	will	not	have	the	drive	neededto	learn	and	actively	explore	during	Genius	Hour	sessions.	To	get	things	movinga	Genius	Hour	pitching	time	activity	will	be	done	at	the	beginning	of	theproject.Pitching	Time	isa	collaborative	activity	where	students
will	actively	brainstorm	ideas	with	theteacher	and	the	class.	These	ideas	will	be	pitched	and	placed	up	onto	the	whiteboard	as	Genius	Hour	project	ideas.	A	timer	will	be	set	for	15	minutes	andideas	will	be	flung	onto	the	idea	board.	At	the	end	of	the	pitching	timeactivity	students	will	be	asked	to	sit	and	think	about	the	shared	ideas	as	wellas	any	other
thoughts	they	might	have	for	their	own	project.	Students	will	workindependently	for	the	remaining	hour	on	forming	the	start	of	their	idea.	Theywill	write	down	what	that	idea	is	and	why	they	chose	it.	The	teacher	will	walkthe	room	and	work	with	students	one-on-one	to	make	sure	students	ideas	areconcrete	and	substantial	enough	to	work	through
over	several	weeks.	The	teacherwill	also	help	any	students	struggling	with	finding	their	passion	byencouraging	self-reflection	on	things	that	interest	them	or	things	they	want	tolearn	more	about.Benchmarks	willbe	set	throughout	the	6-week	project	and	items	will	be	due	for	assessment	atthese	times.	These	benchmarks	will	occur	every	2	weeks	with
the	final	benchmarkbeing	a	classroom	presentation	at	week	6.	During	week	2	students	will	turn	in	avideo	pitch	of	their	idea	and	during	week	4	students	will	be	asked	to	provide	abook	or	journal	for	which	they	guide	their	research	on.	These	journals	will	besomething	the	students	keep	and	work	on	throughout	their	projects.	I	want	themto	use	it	to
write	and	record	their	thoughts	and	findings.	They	will	also	beencouraged	to	draw	pictures	or	cut	and	paste	in	images	they	find	during	theirresearch.	Genius	Hour	Power	Presentation	willbe	the	final	activity	and	assessment	for	the	Genius	Hour	project.	Students	willbe	given	the	freedom	to	choose	their	own	platform	to	present	on.	This	can	beanything
that	inspires	them	to	show	off	their	findings.	Ideas	include	a	TEDtalk,	Glogster,	PowerPoint,	poster,	PowToon,	or	blog.	Resources-	Chrome	Books-	PowerPoint-	Glogster	Account-	Video	Camera	or	other	recording	device-	Journals-	Pencils-	Markers-	Crayons-	Manipulative	Building	set	like	Erector	sets-	Edublog	access	for	student	blogging	The
ProcessOver	six	weeks	each	student	will	conduct	a	self	passionate	project	based	assignment	on	a	topic	of	their	choice.	Every	two	weeks	students	will	turn	in	deadline	based	assignments	for	which	they	will	be	graded	and	assessed	on	throughout	the	project.	Students	will	be	given	60	minutes	each	week	to	work	on	their	Genius	Hour	projects.	After	the
six	weeks	of	project	based	learning	students	will	present	their	findings	to	the	class.The	Rubric	Teacher	Name:	Ms.	Chavez	Student	Name:	________________________________________	Pitch	was	often	used	and	it	conveyed	emotions	appropriately.	Pitch	was	often	used	but	the	emotion	it	conveyed	sometimes	did	not	fit	the	content.	Pitch	was	rarely	used	OR
the	emotion	it	conveyed	often	did	not	fit	the	content.	Pitch	was	not	used	to	convey	emotion.	Uses	vocabulary	appropriate	for	the	audience.	Extends	audience	vocabulary	by	defining	words	that	might	be	new	to	most	of	the	audience.	Uses	vocabulary	appropriate	for	the	audience.	Includes	1-2	words	that	might	be	new	to	most	of	the	audience,	but	does
not	define	them.	Uses	vocabulary	appropriate	for	the	audience.	Does	not	include	any	vocabulary	that	might	be	new	to	the	audience.	Uses	several	(5	or	more)	words	or	phrases	that	are	not	understood	by	the	audience.	Facial	expressions	and	body	language	generate	a	strong	interest	and	enthusiasm	about	the	topic	in	others.	Facial	expressions	and	body
language	sometimes	generate	a	strong	interest	and	enthusiasm	about	the	topic	in	others.	Facial	expressions	and	body	language	are	used	to	try	to	generate	enthusiasm,	but	seem	somewhat	faked.	Very	little	use	of	facial	expressions	or	body	language.	Did	not	generate	much	interest	in	topic	being	presented.	Student	is	able	to	accurately	answer	almost
all	questions	posed	by	classmates	about	the	topic.	Student	is	able	to	accurately	answer	most	questions	posed	by	classmates	about	the	topic.	Student	is	able	to	accurately	answer	a	few	questions	posed	by	classmates	about	the	topic.	Student	is	unable	to	accurately	answer	questions	posed	by	classmates	about	the	topic.	Shows	a	full	understanding	of	the
topic.	Shows	a	good	understanding	of	the	topic.	Shows	a	good	understanding	of	parts	of	the	topic.	Does	not	seem	to	understand	the	topic	very	well.	Student	is	completely	prepared	and	has	obviously	rehearsed.	Student	seems	pretty	prepared	but	might	have	needed	a	couple	more	rehearsals.	The	student	is	somewhat	prepared,	but	it	is	clear	that
rehearsal	was	lacking.	Student	does	not	seem	at	all	prepared	to	presentConclusion	The	power	and	possibilities	the	Genius	Hour	can	bring	into	any	classroom	is	remarkable.	Using	this	type	of	lesson	at	the	end	of	the	school	year	is	beneficial	because	the	students	have	reached	their	grade	level	potential	and	it	keeps	them	motivated	even	though	summer
is	fast	approaching.	This	project	also	allows	them	to	utilize	technological	skills	they	have	been	using	and	learning	throughout	the	year	such	as	online	researching	tools	and	online	presentation	tools	like	Glogster	and	Edublog.	The	possibilities	of	what	each	child	can	research	and	learn	about	is	endless	and	the	individuality	of	the	project	allows	them	to
grow	and	learn	about	something	they	are	passionate	about.	This	is	a	great	base	lesson	plan	to	start	a	Genius	Hour	with	and	my	hope	is	to	learn	and	expand	this	idea	as	I	use	it	in	the	classroom	with	my	future	students.	Have	10%	off	on	us	on	your	first	purchase	-	Use	code	NOW10Free	shipping	for	orders	over	$100Available	for	dispatch	within	2
daysFree	gift	with	purchase	of	over	$100Check	out	with	Paypal	and	Afterpay	We	love	genius	hour!	Genius	hour	is	where	you	allocate	1	hour	of	classroom	time	each	week	for	student-led	projects.	The	beauty	of	this	time	is	that	not	only	that	this	can	very	be	much	a	time	that	students	look	forward	to,	it	also	can	be	a	chance	for	you	to	identify	hidden
student	skills	or	develop	their	skills	further!	Embedding	genius	hour	into	your	weekly	class	schedule	can	be	highly	rewarding,	however	sometimes	the	challenge	can	be	in	providing	stimulus	to	kickstart	the	ideas	flowing.	So	with	this	in	mind,	heres	a	list	of	ideas	that	you	can	give	your	students!Discover	the	allure	of	luxury	with	our	stunning	collection
of	Panerai	replica	watches,	designed	to	captivate	enthusiasts	and	collectors	alike.	Our	panerai	replica	eta	deutschland	offers	exceptional	craftsmanship	and	style	at	an	unbeatable	price,	making	it	the	perfect	choice	for	those	who	appreciate	fine	timepieces	without	breaking	the	bank.	Elevate	your	watch	game	today	and	experience	the	blend	of
elegance	and	affordability	that	our	replicas	provide!Downloadable	PDF	version	for	studentsGenius	Hour	Ideas	for	Students	Downloadable	PDF	version	for	studentsSome	thoughts	for	students	to	considerThese	ideas	and	investigations	are	just	a	starting	point!Is	there	any	current	research	happening	now	that	youd	like	to	learn	more	about?What	has
been	happening	in	your	school?Whathas	been	happening	beyond	your	school?What	has	made	you	say	Wow?	recently?Dontbe	afraid	to	ask	for	materials	&	supportHave	fun	with	this,	genius	hour	is	your	time!So,	what	are	you	waiting	for?	Have	fun	and	start	building	new	skills!Further	enrichment	ideasCreate	a	science	festival	at	your	school.	You	can
also	enrich	this	day	with	a	science	show,	workshop	or	STEM	activity!Primary	science	visitsHigh	school	science	visitsOnline	programsHappy	teachingBen	Newsome	CF	Feb	26,	2024	-	Mar	29,	202412PM	-	12PMFeb	26,	2024	-	Mar	22,	20242PM	-	2PMJan	18,	20242PM	-	3PMJan	18,	20249AM	-	11AMJan	24,	20249AM	-	12PMJan	24,	20241PM	-	4PMJul
11,	20239AM	-	4PMApr	14,	20239AM	-	12PMApr	14,	20239AM	-	4PMMar	06,	2023	-	Mar	31,	20234PM	-	5PM	This	step-by-step	guide	for	implementing	Genius	Hour	in	your	classroom	is	designed	to	take	the	guess	work	out	of	getting	started	with	Genius	Hour.	You	will	have	everything	you	need	to	jump	in	with	both	feet	including:	lesson	plans,	teacher
resources,	and	a	student	Genius	Hour	Journal.	This	will	easily	take	the	stress	out	of	Genius	Hour	planning.	As	I	mentioned	in	my	earlier	post	about	the	challenges	of	Genius	Hour	in	the	classroom,	getting	started	can	seem	overwhelming	because	it	requires	handing	over	total	control	of	the	content	to	your	students.	The	lessons	and	journal	pages	in	this
resource	focus	on	overcoming	that	barrier	by	focusing	on	helping	students	develop	genius	hour	projects	that	are	both	engaging	and	teach	essential	skills.	This	Genius	Hour	Planning	Guide	includes	a	number	of	resources	for	teachers	to	help	organize	and	prepare	to	implement	Genius	Hour	in	the	classroom.	Getting	started	with	Genius	Hour	and
keeping	things	on	track	can	seem	challenging	when	you	are	just	starting	out.	This	resource	includes	a	number	of	tools	to	help	make	this	time	go	smoothly	including:	Genius	Hour	Information	a	teacher	resource	to	teach	you	more	about	what	Genius	Hour	is	and	how	to	organize	it	in	your	classroomQuestion	Tracker	record	each	students	Genius	Hour
question	to	facilitate	one-on-one	conferences	and	resource	acquisitionMeeting	Notes	document	discussions	and	needs	during	one-on-one	meetings	about	students	genius	hour	projectsPlanning	Organizer	make	notes,	create	a	to-do	list,	and	record	materials	youll	need	to	prepare	each	weekGenius	Hour	Parent	Letter	a	pre-written	letter	to	inform
parents	about	Genius	Hour	and	how	it	will	look	in	your	classroomProject	Grading	Rubric	a	scoring	rubric	focused	on	the	process	vs.	the	product	of	Genius	Hour	To	help	get	you	started,	this	Genius	Hour	planning	guide	gives	you	easy-to-follow	lessons	for	introducing	Genius	Hour	and	helping	students	generate	ideas	for	their	Genius	Hour	projects.	An
overview	document	can	help	you	get	an	idea	of	pacing,	and	it	can	easily	be	adjusted	to	meet	the	needs	of	your	students.	There	are	5	lesson	plans	included	in	this	pack:	Introducing	Genius	HourGenerating	QuestionsOrganizing	for	ResearchResearching	Background	InfoMaking	a	Plan	for	Implementation	Each	lesson	plan	clearly	lays	out	student
objectives,	materials	needed,	and	step-by-step	plans.	Each	lesson	is	designed	to	take	between	20-30	minutes	with	student	work	time	interspersed	throughout.	These	lesson	plans	are	designed	to	be	used	over	the	course	of	your	students	Genius	Hour	project	to	help	transition	between	the	phases	of	their	work.	The	first	two	lesson	plans	are	the	most
important	for	helping	students	gather	and	develop	a	high-quality	project	that	will	hold	their	interest.	The	remaining	plans	focus	on	teaching	mini-lessons	to	guide	students	on	gathering	background	information,	developing	a	plan	of	action,	and	implementing	their	plan.	There	are	student	journal	pages	that	coordinate	with	each	of	these	phases	of	the
project.	They	are	listed	in	the	materials	needed	for	each	lesson	to	make	prep	simple.	The	core	of	this	pack	is	the	Genius	Hour	Journal	that	students	create	while	they	work	through	the	process.	Each	page	is	designed	to	guide	students	and	document	their	progress	toward	answering	their	action	research	question.	The	journal	can	be	glued	into	an	8	x	8
book	like	those	available	in	the	Target	Dollar	Spot	or	saved	in	a	folder	until	the	project	is	complete	and	stapled	together.	The	set	includes	multiple	cover	options	including	color	and	black	&	white	versions.	There	are	also	tabs	to	separate	the	sections	and	section	covers	to	help	keep	things	looking	neat	and	organized.	There	are	three	sections	to	the
student	journal:	Planning	ToolsResearchReflection	Here	is	a	little	more	detail	about	each	section	and	what	it	includes:	This	section	is	designed	to	help	students	identify	a	question	for	research	and	create	a	plan	of	action.	It	focuses	on	moving	students	from	a	basic	understanding	of	what	Genius	Hour	is	to	having	a	cohesive	action	research	question	and
a	plan	for	how	to	answer	it.	There	are	5	types	of	pages	in	this	section.	Things	I	loveThings	I	wonderDeveloping	a	research	planMapping	my	action	planImplementation	Notes	Heres	a	bit	more	about	each	page.	1.	Things	I	Love	Journal	Page	This	first	step	has	students	identify	their	interests,	hobbies,	and	passion.	The	coordinating	journal	page
organizes	these	ideas	so	students	can	select	topics	to	generate	action	research	questions	about.	2.	Things	I	Wonder	Journal	Page	This	page	is	designed	to	have	students	take	their	interests	and	generate	3	actionable	questions	based	on	them.	Through	the	use	of	the	coordinating	lesson	plan,	students	also	learn	to	write	questions	that	focus	on	exploring
their	world	through	hands-on	projects.	Students	are	encouraged	to	write	questions	in	the	form	of	How	can	I?	3.	Developing	a	Research	Plan	Journal	Page	This	sheet	is	designed	to	help	students	determine	what	background	information	they	need	to	complete	their	project	effectively.	First,	students	record	their	research	questions	and	think	about	what
information	they	might	need	to	know.	For	example,	if	my	plan	was	to	make	a	movie,	I	might	need	to	know	how	to	write	a	script.	Finally,	students	record	ways	they	could	find	the	answers.	This	can	include	reference	books	available	in	the	library,	meeting	with	professionals	in	the	field,	and	using	technology	to	access	information	or	videos.	4.	Mapping
out	a	Plan	Journal	Page	This	2-page	spread	is	completed	after	students	research	the	information	they	needed	from	above.	This	guides	them	from	the	research	phase	to	the	action	phase	of	the	Genius	Hour	project.	Students	map	out	the	specific	project	or	experiment	they	will	complete,	the	materials	they	will	need,	and	the	action	steps	needed	to	answer
it.	The	research	section	of	the	journal	is	designed	to	allow	students	to	keep	track	of	their	learning	from	various	sources.	Several	formats	of	the	notes	page	are	included.	In	addition,	there	is	a	page	to	document	references	so	that	students	can	properly	cite	their	sources.	The	research	notes	options	include	what	Ive:	Learned	through	ObservationFound
Out	from	an	ExpertDiscovered	from	ReadingLearned	Online	There	are	three	types	of	reflections	included	in	the	journal:	weekly,	final,	and	peer	reflections.	Heres	a	little	bit	about	each	of	these.	There	are	two	versions	of	this	reflection	sheet	included	in	the	pack	to	allow	teachers	the	option	to	choose	what	is	best	for	their	class.	Once	students	enter	the
research	phase	of	their	project,	they	are	working	more	independently.	Each	week	they	complete	a	reflection	to	help	focus	them	on	what	theyve	learned	and	the	next	steps	of	the	project.	The	reflections	are	labeled	with	the	date.	Then	students	write	about	what	they	worked	on	and	learned	during	that	days	Genius	Hour.	Finally,	students	record	what
their	next	steps	will	be	and	any	materials	they	will	need.	This	is	helpful	for	them	and	for	the	teacher	to	review	to	help	gather	any	materials	necessary.	At	the	end	of	the	projects	students	complete	this	2-page	reflection	to	help	them	process	their	work	over	the	last	8-9	weeks.	This	is	designed	to	help	them	self-evaluate	their	project	and	consider	projects
they	may	want	to	take	on	in	the	future.	Students	respond	to	several	prompts	including	what	went	well,	what	was	challenging,	areas	they	continue	to	wonder	about,	and	changes	they	would	make	to	their	project	in	the	future.	There	is	also	space	on	this	page	to	make	a	snapshot	sketch	related	to	their	project.	Two	formats	of	the	peer	reflection	pages	are
included	in	this	pack.	The	first	has	peers	write	questions	they	have	about	the	project	for	the	student	to	review	and	answer.	The	second	gives	peers	a	space	to	write	notes	or	observations	about	the	project.	This	Genius	Hour	Planning	Guide	has	everything	you	need	to	get	started	with	Genius	Hour	in	your	classroom.	With	lesson	plans,	a	student	journal,
and	teacher	resources,	youve	got	everything	you	need	to	help	Genius	Hour	run	smoothly.	You	can	purchase	this	Genius	Hour	resource	on	Teachers	Pay	Teachers.	Over	100	Free	science	experiments	and	project	ideas	using	simple,	low	cost	materials	that	teach	science	easily.View	MoreInterviews	with	science	educators	&	scientists	plus	discussions	on
current	science	&	technology	with	the	team	at	Fizzics	EducationSpark	discussion	and	debate	before	revealing	the	answers	to	our	Trivia	questions,	for	each	key	topic	area.View	MoreJoin	our	newsletterReceive	more	lesson	plans	and	fun	science	ideas.	Help	a	teacher	out,	share	the	love!Some	links	in	this	post	may	be	affiliate	links.	If	you	click	on	them
we	may	make	a	commission	from	qualifying	purchases	at	absolutely	no	cost	to	you.	Read	our	full	Disclosure	Policy	here.Genius	Hour	(passion	project	or	20	percent	time)	is	an	incredible	way	to	bring	student	choice,	inquiry-driven	learning	and	differentiation	into	the	classroom.	If	youre	not	familiar	with	it,	read	this	post	outlining	the	what	and	why	of
Genius	Hour	first.	If	you	know	you	want	to	implement	Genius	Hour,	but	arent	sure	how,	this	post	will	break	down	everything	you	need	to	start	passion	projects	for	elementary	students.	Ill	be	going	through	how	to	start	a	passion	project,	the	6	main	steps	and	some	ideas	and	resources	for	you.	The	Genius	Hour	Framework	Theres	no	one	way	to	do
Genius	Hour	in	the	classroom.	However,	there	are	a	few	main	components	to	organizing	a	successful	project.	Firstly,	consider	how	you	want	to	schedule	your	Genius	Hour	projects.	I	like	to	do	about	one	hour	each	week	(Friday	afternoons	are	perfect	for	this).	In	this	way,	I	can	make	it	a	more	integral	part	of	my	Literacy	program	and	keep	it	running
for	longer.	Other	teachers,	prefer	to	make	it	a	standalone	project	and	work	on	it	every	day	for	a	month	or	so.	Depending	on	your	schedule	and	preferences,	this	is	up	to	you	but	think	ahead	and	plan	for	the	duration	of	the	project.	Make	sure	youre	familiar	with	exactly	how	you	want	to	plan,	organize	and	run	your	passion	projects	for	students.	Theyre
going	to	be	getting	a	lot	of	freedom	with	this	so	if	youre	not	clear	on	your	expectations	it	could	get	wild	quickly!	In	my	experience,	students	have	a	(surprisingly)	hard	time	identifying	their	passions	and	choosing	their	initial	topic.	Theres	a	good	chance	your	students	are	used	to	being	given	a	lot	more	direction	and	can	feel	a	little	overwhelmed	to	start.
So	start	prepping	them,	and	building	excitement	early.	I	would	highly	recommend	only	doing	Genius	Hour	after	youve	taught	Asking	Questions	Reading	Comprehension	Strategy.	This	will	make	the	task	of	choosing	their	inquiry	question	for	their	passion	project	much	easier.	We	learn	about	thick	and	thin	questions	and	become	familiar	using	a	Q-
Chart.	Reading	books	like	The	Junkyard	Wonders	by	Patricia	Polacco	is	a	wonderful	way	to	build	interest	and	celebrate	creativity,	innovation	and	risk-taking.	I	also	created	a	Genius	Hour	Prezi	with	a	few	videos	and	action	tasks	to	introduce	the	concept	and	get	students	excited	about	it.	There	are	6	main	steps	to	completing	Genius	Hour	in	the
classroom:	Brainstorming	passions	Choosing	a	topic	Researching	Creating	a	product	Presenting	finished	project	Reflecting	I	take	my	students	through	some	brainstorming	questions	to	help	them	think	about	things	they	feel	strongly	about,	love	to	do,	or	would	love	to	learn.	Once	students	have	some	general	ideas,	let	them	think	of	possible	topic	ideas
and	develop	burning	questions.	The	one	main	rule	here	is	that	the	question	cannot	be	answered	with	a	simple	Google	search.	This	is	where	having	pre-taught	Questioning	comes	in.	My	students	are	familiar	with	the	Q-Chart	and	thick	and	thin	questions.	Inquiry	questions	must	be	thick	questions.	Essentially,	how	and	why	questions	are	great!	This	is
where	the	bulk	of	my	Genius	Hour	lesson	plans	come	into	play.	The	quality	of	their	idea	generation	and	topic	selection	will	determine	the	success	of	the	entire	assignment.	I	have	a	conference	with	every	student	when	they	think	they	have	a	couple	of	possible	questions.	It	takes	a	little	time	but	is	worth	it	to	make	sure	all	students	have	a	high-quality
question	that	will	really	allow	them	to	delve	deep	and	get	good	research.	If	questions	are	a	little	to	thin,	I	give	them	some	ideas	on	how	they	can	adjust	them	to	make	it	meatier.	Or	they	can	change	directions	if	they	choose.	Have	students	consider	the	type	of	final	product	they	could	create	with	their	topic	at	this	stage	as	well.	While	they	can	definitely
change	their	minds,	it	helps	them	visualize	the	direction	and	depth	of	their	topic.	Some	teachers	will	give	possible	Genius	hour	topics	or	give	suggestions.	I	prefer	to	leave	it	wide	open	for	my	students	to	be	as	creative	as	possible	when	brainstorming	their	passion	project	ideas.	My	only	rules	are	that	it:	must	be	something	they	feel	strongly	about	and
want	to	become	an	expert	in,	includes	a	final	product	(this	could	be	considered	the	passion	project	part)	that	will	be	shared	so	the	intended	audience	must	be	considered,	makes	the	world	better	somehow.	*I	define	this	loosely	as	it	benefitting	themselves,	the	class,	school,	community	or	world	at	large.	When	everyone	has	a	topic,	its	time	to	research.	I
encourage	students	to	use	a	variety	of	sources:	books,	websites,	newspapers,	documentaries,	first	person	interviews	This	is	a	great	time	to	book	the	computer	lab,	Chromebook	cart	or	whatever	your	school	has	for	technology	as	well	as	a	visit	to	the	library.	My	role	is	mostly	that	of	a	facilitator	at	this	point.	I	ensure	students	are	on	task,	help	where
needed	and	give	suggestions	if	they	are	getting	stuck.	I	have	a	list	of	age-appropriate	websites	available	to	make	this	a	little	easier	as	well.	I	post	each	one	on	our	Genius	Hour	bulletin	board	with	a	QR	code	so	students	can	easily	access	each	site.	Every	passion	project	needs	to	end	with	a	product	to	be	shared.	Encourage	students	to	go	beyond	the
usual	powerpoint	or	poster	(unless	that	truly	is	the	best	format	for	their	topic).	This	is	the	perfect	time	to	be	creative	and	try	something	new.	Students	might	create	a	video,	give	a	performance	or	demonstration,	present	a	skit/song/poem,	make	a	model,	create	a	website	The	possibilities	are	endless.	Again,	I	created	a	list	of	possible	passion	project
ideas	for	students	to	help	give	students	some	inspiration	and	think	outside	the	box.	These	also	get	posted	on	our	bulletin	board	right	at	the	beginning	of	the	project.	I	didnt	do	this	the	first	time	around	and	I	got	a	whole	lot	of	posters!	Finally,	students	present	their	Genius	Hour	passion	projects	to	the	class.	You	could	even	bring	in	a	wider	audience:	a
younger	class,	their	peers,	the	principal,	parents	or	community	leaders.	I	actually	build	this	in	throughout	the	project	rather	than	save	it	all	to	the	end.	However,	the	important	thing	is	to	allow	time	for	students	to	reflect	on	the	experience.	After	work	sessions,	I	have	my	students	reflect	on	what	they	accomplished,	what	they	need	to	be	successful
moving	forward	(and	plan	for	it),	what	goals	they	will	set	for	their	next	work	session	and	so	on.	At	the	end	of	the	entire	project,	students	might	consider	their	learning,	the	challenges	they	experienced,	the	parts	they	enjoyed	most,	the	work	ethic	they	demonstrated	Depending	on	the	age	of	your	students,	reflection	might	look	a	little	different	but	its	an
important	part	of	learning	that	is	easily	overlooked.	I	was	hesitant	to	implement	Genius	Hour	at	first	because	I	wasnt	sure	how	to	assess	something	that	was	so	open-ended.	Every	student	has	very	different	passion	project	ideas,	topics	and	final	products	so	where	do	you	start?	While	it	is	absolutely	possible	to	tie	this	into	a	subject	area,	i.e.,
environmental	issues	for	Science	or	important	historical	figures	for	Social	Studies,	I	prefer	to	keep	it	wide	open.	I	realized	that,	despite	the	differentiation,	every	single	Language	Arts	strand	was	being	addressed.	Reading	was	happening	during	the	research	phase,	Writing	was	covered	during	both	the	research	and	final	product	creation,	Oral
Communication	was	happening	during	the	final	presentation,	and	Media	was	being	created	by	every	single	student	for	their	final	product	(albeit	different	forms	of	media).	I	created	a	generic	rubric	for	each	of	the	4	Language	Arts	strands.	They	are	based	on	the	Ontario	Expectations	but	open-ended	enough	that	they	work	for	different	projects	and
different	grades.	Some	of	the	projects	my	students	have	created	over	the	years	include:	Learning	a	musical	instrument,	Learning	to	master	a	video	game,	Learning	to	build	a	website,	How	to	bake	the	perfect	cupcake,	How	to	become	an	excellent	watercolour	artist,	Build	a	functional	bathouse	As	you	can	see,	the	topics	are	as	varied	as	the	students
behind	them!	Im	not	going	to	lie,	these	projects	are	not	a	walk	in	the	park	to	get	started.	It	takes	some	work	the	first	time	around	but	once	you	get	the	ball	rolling	you	wont	look	back!	I	havent	been	able	to	do	it	yet,	but	I	envision	a	class	where	this	runs	year	round	and	students	just	take	as	long	as	they	need	to	finish	one	passion	project	idea	before
rolling	into	the	next	one!	Are	you	ready	to	get	started	with	Genius	Hour	in	your	classroom?	Reach	out	with	any	questions	and	I	would	love	to	hear	how	it	goes!	Pin	this	post	to	keep	for	easy	reference!	Help	a	teacher	out,	share	the	love!	Genius	hour	is	a	term	taken	from	Google,	where	they	let	employees	spend	20%	of	their	time	on	projects	of	choice.
The	idea	is	now	being	found	in	classrooms	nationwide.	Basically,	students	are	allowed	to	create	based	on	their	passions.	Our	class	is	focusing	on	creating	products	that	can't	be	researched	and	can	be	shared	with	others.	With	initial	planning	and	little	guidance	the	projects	took	off	and	students	were	engaged.	Throughout	the	way,	students	are
reflecting	on	progress,	setting	goals,	giving	feedback	to	one	another	and	making	changes	to	improve	the	outcome.	The	planning	pages	have	helped	students	get	started	and	stay	focused	throughout.	Students	in	action	(notice	that	each	one	was	caught	being	entirely	engaged)	See	the	link	below	for	a	list	of	student	passions	and	proposed	products
Student	list	of	passions	and	productsFile	Size:	166	kbFile	Type:	docxDownload	File	Students	continually	reflect	on	their	progress	Students	ask	for	feedback	from	classmates	to	help	improve	the	project	and	make	changes	Students	in	Action	As	projects	were	wrapping	up,	students	created	a	short	speech	to	share	what	their	project	was	all	about.	We
discussed	speaking	skills	after	analyzing	videos	of	other	students	presenting	projects	or	ideas.	They	loved	being	critical	of	others.	Below	is	a	rubric	of	the	expectations	for	their	speech.	Students	worked	extremely	hard	throughout	the	Genius	Hour	sessions.	Finally,	they	shared	all	their	ideas	with	the	community.	They	were	proud	and	reflected	on	all
they	have	learned	about	themselves.	Photo	credit:	Tony	Teske	A	title	page,	inspiration	page	and	checklist	for	students	to	use	when	setting	up	a	Genius	Hour	project	notebook.	Learning	is	about	to	get	more	exciting!	Genius	hour	is	a	time	when	you	explore	what	interests	you.	Want	to	learn	about	dinosaurs,	space,	or	art?	You	can!	This	is	your	chance	to
be	curious,	ask	questions,	and	find	answers.	You	might	even	create	something	unique.	Who	knows,	you	might	find	a	new	passion!	The	best	part?	You	decide	what	to	learn.	So,	what	are	you	waiting	for?	Lets	start	and	see	where	your	curiosity	takes	you!	Must	Read:	101+	Most	Useful	Kindness	Project	Ideas	For	Students	Read	widely:	Grow	your
knowledge	by	reading	different	things.	Practice	mindfulness:	Clear	your	mind	and	focus	to	make	space	for	new	ideas.	Embrace	curiosity:	Always	ask	questions	to	learn	more.	Collaborate:	Share	ideas	with	others	and	brainstorm	together.	Change	environment:	Move	to	a	new	place	to	see	things	freshly.	Sleep	on	it:	Let	your	brain	work	on	ideas	while
you	rest.	Exercise	regularly:	Stay	active	to	help	your	brain	work	better.	Challenge	assumptions:	Think	outside	the	box	and	try	new	ways.	Combine	unrelated	concepts:	Mix	ideas	from	different	places	to	make	something	new.	Persist	through	failure:	Learn	from	mistakes	and	keep	trying.	Here	are	119+	unique	Genius	Hour	project	ideas	for	high	school
students	across	different	niches:	Build	a	mini	wind	turbine	to	create	clean	energy.	Design	an	app	to	track	wildlife	in	your	area.	Create	a	solar-powered	phone	charger	from	scratch.	Develop	a	water	filter	system	using	natural	materials.	Invent	a	smart	home	device	that	saves	energy.	Make	a	robot	that	can	sort	recycled	items.	Design	an	eco-friendly	car
using	everyday	materials.	Create	a	3D-printed	prosthetic	limb	for	animals.	Develop	a	wearable	air	quality	monitor	device.	Build	a	hydroponic	garden	system	for	growing	vegetables.	Design	a	low-cost	earthquake-resistant	building	model.	Create	a	voice-controlled	home	automation	system.	Develop	a	natural	dye	made	from	local	plants.	Build	a	working
model	of	a	hovercraft.	Design	an	app	to	track	your	carbon	footprint.	Create	a	mini	desalination	plant	for	clean	water.	Develop	a	biodegradable	plastic	alternative	from	plants.	Build	a	drone	to	monitor	forest	health.	Design	a	vertical	farming	system	for	urban	areas.	Create	a	device	that	converts	ocean	waves	into	energy.Paint	a	mural	to	celebrate	local
cultural	diversity.	Compose	music	using	natural	sounds.	Create	a	short	film	about	community	heroes.	Design	fashion	using	only	recycled	materials.	Write	and	perform	a	play	on	social	issues.	Sculpt	art	from	ocean	plastic	waste.	Organize	a	cultural	food	festival	for	charity.	Create	a	photo	series	on	local	traditions.	Design	a	board	game	about	world
cultures.	Write	and	illustrate	a	childrens	book	on	kindness.	Choreograph	is	a	dance	inspired	by	different	cultures.	Create	a	virtual	museum	for	local	history.	Design	eco-friendly	packaging	for	local	products.	Make	a	documentary	about	local	artisans.	Organize	a	community	art	project	using	trash.	Create	paintings	about	climate	change.	Design	a
clothing	line	inspired	by	nature.	Write	and	record	a	podcast	about	cultural	stories.	Organize	a	multicultural	talent	show	for	charity.	Create	a	comic	book	about	local	legends.Design	a	fitness	app	for	busy	teens.	Create	healthy	meal	plans	using	local	foods.	Develop	a	stress-relief	program	for	students.	Design	an	ergonomic	desk	to	improve	posture.
Create	a	mental	health	awareness	campaign.	Develop	a	sleep	improvement	app	for	teens.	Design	a	school	garden	to	promote	healthy	eating.	Create	a	program	to	reduce	screen	time.	Develop	a	peer	support	system	for	mental	health.	Design	an	obstacle	course	for	fitness.	Create	a	mindfulness	program	for	exam	stress.	Develop	a	healthy	cooking	show
for	kids.	Design	an	app	to	track	water	intake.	Create	a	yoga	program	for	classroom	breaks.	Develop	a	campaign	to	promote	better	sleep	habits.	Design	wearable	tech	to	improve	posture.	Create	a	nutrition	education	program	for	kids.	Develop	an	app	to	track	mood	patterns.	Design	an	indoor	air	quality	system	for	schools.	Create	a	community	fitness
challenge	program.Start	a	school-wide	composting	program.	Design	a	rainwater	harvesting	system.	Create	a	campaign	to	reduce	plastic	use.	Develop	a	community	bike-share	program.	Design	an	app	for	local	farmers	markets.	Create	a	guide	for	eco-friendly	school	supplies.	Develop	a	system	to	reduce	food	waste.	Design	a	solar-powered	outdoor	study
area.	Create	a	campaign	for	energy	conservation.	Develop	a	school	recycling	awareness	program.	Design	a	community	garden	for	native	plants.	Create	an	app	for	carpooling	to	school.	Develop	a	plan	for	a	green	roof.	Design	reusable	alternatives	to	standard	disposables.	Create	a	program	to	clean	local	waterways.	Develop	a	zero-waste	challenge	for
the	school.	Design	an	eco-friendly	school	lunch	program.	Create	a	wildlife	habitat	in	the	schoolyard.	Develop	a	plan	for	sustainable	school	transportation.	Design	a	system	to	reduce	paper	use.Create	a	mentoring	program	for	at-risk	youth.	Design	an	app	to	report	bullying	anonymously.	Develop	a	community	service	matching	program.	Create	a
campaign	to	promote	inclusive	language.	Design	a	program	to	support	local	homeless	shelters.	Develop	a	plan	to	make	public	spaces	accessible.	Create	a	cultural	exchange	program	with	other	schools.	Design	an	app	for	community	problem-solving.	Develop	a	campaign	to	combat	food	insecurity.	Create	a	program	to	support	elderly	neighbors.	Design
a	system	to	promote	diverse	voices.	Develop	a	plan	for	equitable	school	resources.	Create	a	campaign	to	celebrate	local	heroes.	Design	an	app	for	community	skill-sharing.	Develop	a	program	to	support	LGBTQ+	youth.	Create	a	plan	to	improve	public	transportation.	Design	a	campaign	to	promote	voter	registration.	Develop	a	system	for	fair	student
representation.	Create	a	program	to	support	local	small	businesses.	Design	an	app	for	community	safety	alerts.Create	a	student-run	coffee	shop	at	school.	Design	an	app	for	teen	budgeting.	Develop	a	school	merchandise	line.	Create	a	student-led	tutoring	business.	Design	a	program	for	young	entrepreneurs.	Develop	a	school-based	recycling	business.
Create	a	student-run	farmers	market	stand.	Design	an	app	for	local	job	opportunities.	Develop	a	social	media	marketing	agency.	Create	a	student-led	event	planning	business.	Design	a	financial	literacy	program.	Develop	a	school-based	tech	repair	service.	Create	a	student-run	graphic	design	business.	Design	an	app	for	student	time	management.
Develop	a	school-based	car	wash	service.	Create	a	student-led	pet-sitting	business.	Design	a	program	for	young	inventors.	Develop	a	school-based	gift-wrapping	service.	Create	a	student-run	social	media	consultancy.	Design	an	app	for	student	skill	trading.Create	a	cultural	exchange	program	with	schools.	Design	an	app	for	learning	world	languages.
Develop	a	model	United	Nations	program.	Create	a	campaign	to	support	refugee	families.	Design	a	program	for	global	issue	awareness.	Develop	a	plan	for	international	volunteering.	Create	a	world	cuisine	cookbook	for	charity.	Design	an	app	for	global	news	literacy.	Develop	a	pen	pal	program	with	global	schools.	Create	a	campaign	for	clean	water
access.	Design	a	program	for	cross-cultural	understanding.	Develop	a	plan	for	global	poverty	awareness.	Create	a	fair	trade	product	line.	Design	an	app	for	tracking	global	goals.	Develop	a	program	for	international	art	exchange.	Create	a	campaign	for	global	education	access.	Design	a	program	for	climate	change	awareness.	Develop	a	plan	for
reducing	global	food	waste.	Create	a	student-led	global	issues	podcast.	Design	an	app	for	tracking	world	events.Design	an	inclusive	sports	program	for	all.	Create	a	fitness	challenge	app	for	teens.	Develop	a	new	sport	or	game.	Design	an	eco-friendly	sports	equipment	line.	Create	a	program	for	adaptive	sports.	Develop	a	plan	for	community	sports
facilities.	Design	an	app	for	tracking	sports	stats.	Create	a	campaign	for	good	sportsmanship.	Develop	a	nutrition	guide	for	young	athletes.	Design	a	program	for	non-traditional	sports.	Create	a	fitness	program	using	everyday	items.	Develop	a	plan	for	school	fitness	trails.	Design	an	app	for	team	communication.	Create	a	campaign	for	sports	injury
prevention.	Develop	a	program	for	mindfulness	in	sports.	Design	a	virtual	reality	sports	training	system.	Create	a	plan	for	inclusive	playground	equipment.	Develop	a	program	for	sports	history	education.	Design	an	app	for	personalized	workout	plans.	Create	a	campaign	for	active	transportation.Create	a	mini-greenhouse	for	classroom	plants.	Design	a
board	game	about	local	history.	Build	a	simple	robot	from	recycled	materials.	Start	a	school	podcast	on	student	life.	Develop	a	plan	to	reduce	cafeteria	waste.	Create	a	digital	time	capsule	of	today.	Design	an	app	to	organize	homework	tasks.	Build	a	model	of	a	sustainable	city.	Create	a	campaign	to	promote	kindness.	Develop	a	school-wide	recycling
challenge	program.Write	and	illustrate	a	childrens	book.	Create	a	photo	essay	about	your	town.	Design	a	new	playground	game.	Start	a	classroom	herb	garden.	Make	a	video	tutorial	on	a	hobby.	Create	a	recipe	book	for	family	favorites.	Design	a	new	school	mascot.	Build	a	bird	feeder	from	recycled	materials.	Create	a	timeline	of	important	historical
events.	Design	a	poster	series	on	good	habits.How	can	we	reduce	plastic	use	at	school?	What	makes	certain	songs	catchy?	How	do	different	cultures	celebrate	birthdays?	Can	plants	grow	without	soil?	Why	do	leaves	change	color	in	fall?	How	can	we	help	local	wildlife?	What	makes	a	good	leader?	How	do	video	games	affect	the	brain?	Can	we	make	art
from	trash?	How	do	different	languages	influence	each	other?Create	a	comic	strip	about	a	day	in	school.	Design	a	new	type	of	musical	instrument.	Build	a	model	of	the	solar	system.	Write	and	perform	a	puppet	show.	Create	a	guide	to	local	birds.	Design	new	playground	equipment.	Build	a	simple	weather	station.	Create	a	healthy	snack	cookbook.
Design	a	board	game	about	the	water	cycle.	Create	a	campaign	to	save	endangered	animals.Create	a	picture	book	about	kindness.	Build	a	model	of	a	dream	playground.	Design	a	poster	about	healthy	eating	habits.	Create	a	dance	to	teach	math	concepts.	Build	a	bug	hotel	for	the	school	garden.	Design	a	new	classroom	job	or	helper	role.	Create	a
puppet	show	about	friendship.	Design	a	treasure	hunt	with	math	clues.	Build	a	model	of	a	dinosaur	habitat.	Create	a	class	quilt	with	drawn	pictures.Design	a	new	type	of	fruit	or	vegetable.	Create	a	guide	to	taking	care	of	pets.	Build	a	model	of	a	famous	landmark.	Design	a	poster	series	about	saving	water.	Create	a	time	machine	out	of	cardboard.
Write	and	illustrate	a	book	of	jokes.	Design	a	new	type	of	transportation.	Create	a	campaign	to	reduce	bullying.	Build	a	model	of	the	human	body.	Design	a	series	of	exercises	for	brain	breaks.	Also	Read:	129+	Most	Helpful	Newspaper	Project	Ideas	For	Students	Genius	Hour	project	ideas	let	students	explore	their	interests	and	passions.	During	the
genius	hour,	kids	get	creative	and	work	on	something	they	care	about.	Some	might	build	robots;	others	could	write	stories	or	learn	to	cook.	Teachers	give	students	time	each	week	to	focus	on	their	particular	projects.	Kids	can	make	art,	do	science	experiments,	or	learn	about	animalswhatever	excites	them!	Genius	Hour	helps	kids	become	better
problem-solvers	and	independent	learners.	They	are	in	charge	of	their	learning	journey.	Ultimately,	they	often	share	what	they	made	or	learned	with	their	classmates.	This	makes	learning	fun	and	helps	kids	discover	new	things	they	love	John	Dear	I	am	a	creative	professional	with	over	5	years	of	experience	in	coming	up	with	project	ideas.	I'm	great	at
brainstorming,	doing	market	research,	and	analyzing	whats	possible	to	develop	innovative	and	impactful	projects.	I	also	excel	in	collaborating	with	teams,	managing	project	timelines,	and	ensuring	that	every	idea	turns	into	a	successful	outcome.	Let's	work	together	to	make	your	next	project	a	success!	Share	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any
medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do
so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict
others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights
such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Have	10%	off	on	us	on	your	first	purchase	-	Use	code	NOW10Free	shipping	for	orders	over	$100Available	for	dispatch	within	2	daysFree	gift	with	purchase	of	over	$100Check	out	with	Paypal	and	Afterpay	Time	for	something	awesome!Its	often	the	case	that	the	best	way	to
teach	students	is	to	have	students	teach	other	instead!	When	it	comes	to	describing	a	scientist	to	kids,	inevitably	they	think	they	have	to	be	old	(and	sadly	male	too)	whereas	the	reality	is	that	people	from	all	walks	of	life	can	be	a	scientist	with	the	right	support.	So,	why	not	flip	this	thinking	on	its	head	and	show	students	recordings	of	TED	talks	where
kids	are	the	creators	of	ideas?	The	following	presentations	were	done	by	students	no	older	than	15	years	old	nothing	like	some	role	models	you	age	to	look	up	to	So	with	all	this	all	in	mind,	lets	firstly	meet	Thomas	Suarez	in	the	TEDxManhattanBeach	talk	below	who	at	12	years	old	has	taught	himself	to	code	iPhone	apps	such	as	Bustin	Jieber	and	is
now	helping	other	kids	to	learn	code.	Want	some	variety	in	the	presentation	that	you	show	to	your	class?	No	problem!	Check	out	this	TEDxWomen2011	talk	by	teenagers	Lauren	Hodge,	Shree	Bose	and	Naomi	Shah	who	were	all	2011	Google	Science	Fair	winners	and	describe	their	scientific	projects	into	asthma,	resistance	to	chemotherapy	in	ovarian
cancer	patients	and	the	degradation	of	nutrients	that	occurs	whilst	grilling	chicken.	Next	up,	maybe	your	student	might	like	to	check	out	the	work	of	the	then	13-year-old	Richard	Turere	at	TED@Nairobi	in	2013,	where	he	describes	a	solar	powered	device	he	created	to	help	protect	livestock	from	lion	attacks.	Nothing	like	solving	a	pressing	problem
for	your	own	community;Inspiring	students	can	create	solutions	that	can	save	lives	worldwide.	Check	out	15-year-old	Jack	Andraka	presenting	his	work	on	creating	an	inexpensive	test	for	pancreatic	cancer.When	it	comes	to	TED	talks,	these	students	are	really	stars.	However,	in	some	ways,	this	could	put	kids	off	in	thinking	that	perhaps	these	kids	are
somehow	more	special	than	them.	So,	knowing	that	this	is	possible,	why	not	show	them	a	simple	story	about	Grade	6	primary	students	from	St	Stephens	school	in	WA	who	created	a	simple	buckle	that	could	help	a	young	child	using	Makers	Empire.	inspiration	for	their	next	3D	printing	project?When	it	comes	down	to	it,	science	can	be	for	anyone	you
just	need	the	tools	and	some	guidance	to	get	going.	Check	out	this	talk	via	TEDGlobal	where	neuroscientist	Beau	Lotto	and	student	Amy	OToole	talk	about	the	work	that	25	students	did	on	bees	which	resulted	in	the	first	submission	of	a	scientific	article	into	a	peer-reviewed	journal	by	10-year-olds.	So,	how	can	your	students	get	involved	in	STEM
beyond	the	classroom?	Perhaps	your	students	might	be	interested	in	learning	about	citizen	science	projects	happening	in	your	area	you	never	know,	your	whole	school	could	get	behind	a	project!Citizen	science	projects	for	kidsYou	can	find	out	more	about	citizen	science	opportunities	&	entrepreneurial	thinking	on	the	FizzicsEd	podcast,	where	we
chat	with	NSW	Manager	for	Inspiring	Australia	Jackie	Randles.So,	what	are	you	going	to	challenge	your	class	to	do?	Wed	love	to	know	the	result!Happy	teaching,Ben	Newsome.Want	some	free	science	experiments?NEW	Primary	science	teaching	book!Be	Amazing!	How	to	teach	science,	the	way	primary	kids	loveWant	more	ideas	for	teaching	science?
Subscribe	to	the	FizzicsEd	Podcast!	Feb	26,	2024	-	Mar	29,	202412PM	-	12PMFeb	26,	2024	-	Mar	22,	20242PM	-	2PMJan	18,	20242PM	-	3PMJan	18,	20249AM	-	11AMJan	24,	20249AM	-	12PMJan	24,	20241PM	-	4PMJul	11,	20239AM	-	4PMApr	14,	20239AM	-	12PMApr	14,	20239AM	-	4PMMar	06,	2023	-	Mar	31,	20234PM	-	5PM	Have	10%	off	on	us	on
your	first	purchase	-	Use	code	NOW10Free	shipping	for	orders	over	$100Available	for	dispatch	within	2	daysFree	gift	with	purchase	of	over	$100Check	out	with	Paypal	and	Afterpay	Ever	tried	using	mnemonics	to	help	your	students	memorise	those	pesky	science	facts,	like	the	colours	of	the	visible	spectrum,	the	order	of	the	planets,	or	even	biological
classifications?	They	can	get	pretty	complicated,	and	everyone	ends	up	spending	more	time	coming	up	with	one	than	actually	studying	the	material!With	the	increasing	popularity	of	TV	shows	such	as	The	Big	Bang	Theory,	students	of	today	are	exposed	to	more	and	more	science-themed	media	that	could	potentially	be	used	for	teaching.	The	shows
theme	song	is	one	such	example.	How	can	a	song	reach	kids	more	effectively	than	a	page	in	a	textbook	or	the	classic	chalk	and	talk	lesson?Because	music	is	the	bridge	between	art	and	science!Not	everyone	has	the	ability	to	just	pick	up	a	guitar	and	write	a	chart-topper.	Fear	not,	the	internet	is	teeming	with	great	songs	about	science!	Need	a	song	to
help	you	learn	all	the	elements	of	the	periodic	table?	Try	the	tongue-twisting	classic	from	the	musical	mathematician,	Tom	Lehrers	The	Elements.	Want	a	children-friendly	song	about	everyday	chemistry,	that	has	a	cheerful	melody	and	relatable	lyrics?	Check	out	Meet	the	elements	by	American	rock	band	They	May	Be	Giants,	complete	with	an
infographic-style	music	video.	Using	music	in	your	science	lessons	is	a	fantastic	way	to	help	students	understand	science.So,	can	you	go	beyond	simply	just	playing	them	a	song?Let	students	create	the	songsWhy	not	ask	your	students	to	have	a	go	at	writing	their	own	songs?	The	beauty	of	a	student-directed	approach	is	that	in	order	to	write	decent
lyrics	for	a	song,	one	must	have	a	good	grasp	of	the	science.	A	rap	of	something	you	copy-pasted	from	a	Wikipedia	article	just	isnt	going	to	cut	it.	This	leads	to	the	motivation	for	research,	developing	a	real	understanding	of	the	topic	and	getting	creative	about	communicating	that	knowledge.	Heres	a	wonderful	example	by	a	student	from	Science	Idol
2012,	a	contest	that	ran	as	part	of	the	New	Zealand	International	Science	Festival:By	making	a	science	parody	of	a	top	40	song,	the	student	artist	was	able	to	incorporate	important	chemistry	concepts	and	a	bit	of	tongue-in-cheek	humour,	all	the	while	staying	relevant.	Your	students	will	know	how	best	to	engage	their	own	peers,	so	let	them!Want	to
make	your	own	science	meme?	Check	out	this	post!Heres	a	look	at	what	a	science	song-writing	project	for	your	students	could	involve:They	choose	a	tune	that	they	enjoy.Pick	a	topic	of	science	or	the	science	behind	an	issue	or	phenomenon	that	they	find	interesting.Do	their	own	research	on	the	selected	topic.Write	lyrics	with	the	information	that	they
have	gathered	about	their	chosen	topic.Record	the	song!Those	who	are	audio-visually	inclined	could	even	create	or	shoot	a	music	video	for	their	new	hit	single!For	the	students	of	Nueva	School	in	California,	this	is	exactly	what	they	do	on	a	regular	basis.	The	Science	Rap	Academy	(run	by	Tom	McFadden)	provides	Year	7	and	8	students	an	opportunity
to	produce	a	song	from	start	to	finish,	and	heres	a	sample	of	what	could	be	accomplished:The	Cleveland	Museum	of	Natural	History	has	also	used	this	teaching	technique	for	high	school	students	very	effectively,	except	these	were	distance	education	students	submitting	songs	to	show	each	other	from	across	North	America	following	health	lessons	via
video	conference.Why	not	try	out	embedding	the	creation	of	a	song	as	part	of	an	assessment	item	in	your	next	teaching	sequence?	This	could	be	a	standalone	item	or	perhaps	the	science	song	could	help	support	a	classroom	science	poster	they	have	made	(bonus	points!).	By	the	time	the	project	is	complete,	your	students	will	never	forget	the	science
they	were	singing	about!You	could	also	tool	such	as	Flocabulary,	a	rap	platform	thats	designed	to	teach	kids	literacy	through	lyric	creation.	Check	out	the	Flocabulary	songs	and	videos	that	can	help	get	your	kids	started.Happy	teaching,Ben	Newsome.Explore	sound	further	with	our	Science	of	Sound	workshop!NEW	Primary	science	teaching	book!Be
Amazing!	How	to	teach	science,	the	way	primary	kids	loveWant	more	ideas	for	teaching	science?Subscribe	to	the	FizzicsEd	Podcast!	Feb	26,	2024	-	Mar	29,	202412PM	-	12PMFeb	26,	2024	-	Mar	22,	20242PM	-	2PMJan	18,	20242PM	-	3PMJan	18,	20249AM	-	11AMJan	24,	20249AM	-	12PMJan	24,	20241PM	-	4PMJul	11,	20239AM	-	4PMApr	14,
20239AM	-	12PMApr	14,	20239AM	-	4PMMar	06,	2023	-	Mar	31,	20234PM	-	5PM	Topic	=	RobotsProject	=	Design	and	label	a	robot	that	could	perform	simple	tasks.	Practice	coding	a	robot	to	pick	up,	move,	and	put	down	items	using	a	digital	simulator.Presentation	=	Not	only	did	this	student	display	and	explain	his	own	robot	design,	he	also
demonstrated	how	to	code	a	robot	on	the	digital	simulator	and	offered	helpful	coding	tips	-	patience,	persistence,	and	attention	to	detail!Try	it	yourself:	www.robomindacademy.com/go/robomind/home	Topic=	Stop	Motion	AnimationProject=	Use	dolls	and	iPad	to	create	an	instructional	video	explaining	the	basics	of	the	app	Stop	Motion	Studio,	using
stop	motion	animation.Presentation=	This	student	created	her	video	using	a	combination	of	video	animation	and	voice	over	recording	and	presented	it	to	her	classmates.	Topic=	Roger	Taylor/QueenProject=	Research	and	teach	others	about	the	life	of	lesser	known	Queen	member	Roger	Taylor	through	a	written	biography.Presentation=	This	student
read	his	biography	to	the	class	while	also	sharing	videos	of	Queen	performances	highlighting	Roger	Taylor's	talents.	Read	the	biography	below!	roger_taylor.pdfFile	Size:	150	kbFile	Type:	pdfDownload	File	Topic=	Disney	WorldProject=	Create	an	idea	for	a	new	Disney	park.Presentation=	This	student	developed	an	idea	for	a	Villains	Park,	"where	the
bad	guys	get	to	come	out	on	top".	He	presented	his	park	design	model	and	idea	to	his	classmates.	Have	10%	off	on	us	on	your	first	purchase	-	Use	code	NOW10Free	shipping	for	orders	over	$100Available	for	dispatch	within	2	daysFree	gift	with	purchase	of	over	$100Check	out	with	Paypal	and	Afterpay	Making	it	stand	out!Go	to	any	primary
classroom	or	high	school	science	lab	and	youre	bound	to	find	a	number	of	science	posters	stuck	around	the	room.	Often,	these	science	posters	are	taken	from	newspaper	lift	outs	or	freely	provided	posters	from	a	classroom	science	supplier.	Whilst	these	posters	are	great	(weve	got	some	hanging	around	our	office	too!),	your	students	could	also	be
creating	science	posters	that	effectively	communicate	their	knowledge	of	the	science	topic	youre	studying	too!Presenting	the	context	to	students	doesnt	just	have	to	be	as	part	of	an	assessment	component;	the	ability	to	create	a	science	poster	is	an	important	skill	for	scientists	wishing	to	summarize	their	research	findings	at	conferences	to	attract
discussion	or	even	win	funding	for	further	research!	So	with	this	in	mind,	the	following	lists	some	ideas	that	students	can	use	to	help	out	their	thoughts	together1.	Make	the	content	obviousWhat	makes	a	boat	float	a	primary	informational	poster	presented	at	the	Peninsula	Community	of	Schools	STEM	event	in	2016Can	the	audience	work	out	what	the
content	is	about	with	a	glance?	If	your	audience	cant	work	out	what	your	science	poster	is	about	in	less	than	10	seconds	perhaps	your	students	will	need	to	revise	how	they	are	presenting	their	content.2.	Know	your	audienceWith	the	above	in	mind,	who	is	the	students	audience	anyway?	Is	the	audience	the	general	public,	a	group	of	academics,	their
fellow	classmates,	an	assessing	teacher	who	is	it?	From	here	they	can	tailor	their	message	to	suit	the	audiences	needs	using	just	a	few	simple	questions:	how	educated	is	the	audience?	what	is	the	background	of	the	audience?	what	would	make	the	audience	want	to	read	the	science	poster?	what	is	the	outcome	theyre	trying	to	achieve?This	is	the	heart
of	science	communication	in	many	ways	your	students	science	poster	should	be	specifically	made	to	communicate	their	message	in	the	most	effective	way	even	if	it	is	just	to	your	own	class!3.	Font	size	matters!	I	KNOW	SCIENCE	STUFFI	KNOW	SCIENCE	STUFFI	KNOW	SCIENCE	STUFFI	KNOW	SCIENCE	STUFFI	KNOW	SCIENCE	STUFFWhich	font
size	above	works	for	you?	Work	on	the	idea	that	if	you	cant	read	the	poster	from	4	meters	away	the	science	poster	is	likely	to	have	less	impact.	Perhaps	your	students	are	trying	to	squish	too	many	words	in?	Keep	the	font	consistent	and	use	headlines	&	bullet	points	where	appropriate	too.4.More	imagery,	fewer	wordsPrimary	robotics	poster	at	the
Peninsula	Community	of	Schools	STEM	event	in	2016What	would	rather	check	out	a	block	of	text	or	images?	Such	a	simple	question	but	this	really	is	the	key	to	a	good	science	poster.	Yes,	you	need	to	convey	important	data	however	a	science	poster	needs	to	grab	the	attention	first.	Your	students	could	use	graphs,	tables	or	even	use	free	infographic
builders	such	as	Canva	or	Piktochart	to	make	their	method	easily	understood.5.	Acknowledgements	are	importantWho	contributed	to	your	research?	Did	anyone	fund	the	research?	Where	did	the	research	occur?	Even	at	the	school	level,	your	students	should	mention	who	they	worked	with	and	where	they	got	their	information.6.	Sometimes,	simple	is
best!Microbes	poster	at	Mt	Keira	Demonstration	SchoolThe	poster	above	was	an	artistic	way	that	upper	primary	students	chose	to	present	their	vocabulary	list.	To	the	side	of	the	scientists	were	booklets	that	the	students	had	created	with	dossier	pages	on	bacteria,	viruses,	fungi,	algae	and	more.	Highly	effective	and	the	interactivity	prompted	further
investigation	it	certainly	was	a	fantastic	classroom	poster	to	see	whilst	visiting	the	school	on	a	digital	microscopy	incursion!Putting	a	science	poster	in	part	of	an	assessment	task	neednt	be	dreary	either.	Maybe	your	students	could	compete	against	each	other	in	using	their	science	poster	to	win	a	pretend	pitchfest	in	a	classroom	version	of	Dragons
Den	or	Shark	Tank?	With	the	right	rules	in	place	and	a	set	marking	rubric	this	certainly	could	be	a	bit	of	fun	and	would	drive	students	forward	to	create	some	fantastic	posters!Happy	teaching,Ben	Newsome.NEW	Primary	science	teaching	book!Be	Amazing!	How	to	teach	science,	the	way	primary	kids	loveWant	more	ideas	for	teaching	science?
Subscribe	to	the	FizzicsEd	Podcast!Find	out	about	STEM	teacher	PD	run	by	Fizzics	Education	Feb	26,	2024	-	Mar	29,	202412PM	-	12PMFeb	26,	2024	-	Mar	22,	20242PM	-	2PMJan	18,	20242PM	-	3PMJan	18,	20249AM	-	11AMJan	24,	20249AM	-	12PMJan	24,	20241PM	-	4PMJul	11,	20239AM	-	4PMApr	14,	20239AM	-	12PMApr	14,	20239AM	-	4PMMar
06,	2023	-	Mar	31,	20234PM	-	5PM	Genius	Hour	is	a	powerful	tool	that	every	educator	should	be	implemented	in	their	class.	How	it	works	is	very	simple.	Students	decide	on	a	project	that	they	can	work	on	independently	or	with	other	students	during	a	specific	time	period	in	the	classroom.	When	we	ask	kids	to	think	outside	of	the	box,	we	must	also
allow	them	to	be	encouraged	to	do	it	in	a	way	that	suits	their	personality.	This	is	where	the	genius	hour	comes	into	place.	The	basic	idea	of	genius	hour	is	for	students	to	choose	a	topic	about	which	they	want	to	learn,	explore,	and	create	something	new.	Genius	Hour	allows	kids	to	be	creative	and	innovative.	It	allows	them	to	learn	more	about	things
that	interest	them	than	what	they	were	required	to	learn	in	class.	They	can	also	use	their	creativity	and	skills	in	language	arts,	math	and	science	during	this	time	to	research,	develop	questions,	create	projects	and	solve	problems	around	the	subject	of	their	choice.	The	main	purpose	of	Genius	Hour	is	to	allow	students	to	learn	deeply	through	inquiry
on	topics	they	find	interesting.	This	type	of	learning	allows	students	to	become	invested	in	what	they	are	wanting	to	learn	about	because	it	comes	from	within	them.	In	addition,	the	Genius	hour	also	helps	in,	Motivation	and	engagement	students	will	be	engaged	in	their	learning	because	they	will	be	doing	research	on	a	topic	that	interests	them.
Student	choice	and	voice	students	get	to	choose	what	they	learn.	They	can	go	as	broad	or	as	narrow	as	they	wish	with	the	topic	and	decide	how	deep	they	want	to	research.	Creativity	this	is	time	for	kids	to	express	themselves	through	writing,	art,	or	video	on	a	topic	that	is	important	to	them.	Collaboration	during	Genius	Hour,	students	can	come
together	and	share	their	passions.	This	may	lead	to	group	projects,	sharing	of	ideas,	and	brainstorming	sessions.	Teacher	collaboration	teachers	can	collaborate	with	each	other	within	the	same	school	or	from	different	schools	around	the	world.	They	can	learn	from	each	others	Genius	Hour	projects	and	share	resources.	There	are	many	ways	to
include	genius	hour	into	your	classroom	schedule.	It	can	be	a	weekly	hour-long	activity,	a	daily	30-minute	session,	or	even	an	entire	class	period	once	a	month.	Find	what	works	best	for	your	classroom.	Here	are	some	steps	that	you	can	take	to	conduct	a	Genius	Hour	in	your	classroom:	Explain	to	your	students	what	Genius	Hour	will	be	like	and	what



you	expect	of	them.	I	also	made	sure	to	talk	about	how	Genius	Hour	is	a	time	for	them	to	learn	about	things	they	love,	not	just	Google	things	they	already	know!	Make	sure	that	students	understand	the	purpose	and	value	of	Genius	Hour.	Allow	time	for	students	to	brainstorm	ideas.	Consider	using	a	tool	such	as	Peardeck	or	Socrative	to	help	them
narrow	down	their	ideas	to	just	one.	Have	students	do	some	sort	of	interest	survey.	I	chose	to	have	them	fill	out	a	short	questionnaire	on	Google	Forms.	This	allowed	me	to	sort	their	responses	by	interest,	so	I	could	easily	tell	which	the	most	popular	topics	and	which	students	were	interested	in	the	same	things.	Break	into	groups	with	similar	interests
and	research	together.	I	decided	that	each	group	would	need	a	minimum	of	three	students	since	they	would	be	working	together	on	their	projects	at	the	end	of	this	phase	as	well.	You	can	also	allow	students	to	work	independently	without	a	group	setting.	Have	students	decide	on	a	final	topic	and	start	working	on	their	project.	I	think	its	important	for
kids	to	pick	their	own	topics	because	it	makes	them	more	invested	in	their	own	learning.	(Its	also	important	for	teachers	to	make	sure	that	the	projects	are	feasible!)	Let	your	students	Continue	working	on	projects	for	the	next	several	weeks	during	Genius	Hour	time	(which	can	be	once	or	twice	a	week	30	mins	or	1	Hour).	Give	students	time,	space
and	materials	to	work	on	their	projects.	Students	can	work	individually	or	in	small	teams	depending	on	the	type	of	project	they	are	doing.	Provide	support	and	guidance	as	needed	throughout	the	process.	Check-in	with	students	regularly	to	help	them	stay	on	track	and	answer	any	questions	they	may	have	along	the	way.	Allow	students	to	choose	how
they	want	to	share	their	learning.	Students	should	share	their	learnings	with	the	class	in	some	way	whether	that	be	a	formal	presentation	or	an	informal	chat	with	classmates	about	what	they	learned	during	the	process.	The	outcome	should	be	measured	in	terms	of	the	learning	that	the	student	has	achieved	not	by	any	other	means.	Ideally,	the	whole
exercise	should	help	them	develop	interests	that	are	personal	and	meaningful	to	them.	Nothing	else	matters.	Allowing	kids	to	choose	their	topic	allows	a	new	dimension	of	learning.	For	example,	it	would	be	difficult	for	me	as	an	adult	to	learn	about	the	solar	system	because	I	know	so	much	about	it	already.	But	if	I	had	been	interested	in	that	topic	as	a
child,	and	if	my	parents	or	teachers	had	helped	me	expand	on	that	interest	and	create	learning	opportunities,	I	might	still	find	that	topic	interesting	now	and	have	learned	even	more	than	I	did	in	school.	In	addition,	they	are	more	likely	to	complete	the	project.	If	kids	choose	the	project,	they	are	going	to	work	on	during	Genius	Hour,	they	will	be	far
more	excited	about	it	than	if	an	adult	chooses	it	for	them.	This	is	important;	without	completion,	students	miss	out	on	the	chance	to	publish	their	work	and	share	it	with	others	who	might	be	interested	as	well!	The	role	of	a	teacher	in	Genius	Hour	includes	the	following:	The	role	of	a	teacher	in	Genius	Hour	is	to	create	an	environment	that	allows
students	to	discover	their	interests	and	ability,	and	also	to	provide	great	feedback	on	work	that	has	been	produced.	Transfer	ownership	to	students	while	helping	them	maintain	the	course	and	stay	on	task.	Because	it	is	so	important	for	our	students	to	feel	empowered	in	their	learning.	It	means	taking	risks	in	their	learning	and	exploring	topics	that
are	of	interest	to	them.	It	also	means	that	they	need	to	be	able	to	self-assess	and	revise	their	work	based	on	where	they	think	they	should	be	going	with	it	rather	than	where	I	think	they	should	be	going	with	it.	Teach	Students	How	to	Research.	When	students	are	working	on	their	projects,	as	a	teacher	you	can	be	there	to	guide	them	through	each	step
and	make	sure	they	are	staying	on	track	with	their	work.	Teachers	should	be	extremely	approachable,	and	willing	to	listen	and	respond	to	students	ideas	and	questions.	Teachers	should	also	share	what	they	know	about	their	subjects	in	order	to	help	students	develop	those	interests.	You	can	also	have	many	discussions	with	each	student	and	assess
learning	by	looking	at	student	work	samples	or	discussing	student	thinking	and	learning	along	the	way.	Provide	students	with	the	tools,	books,	websites,	apps,	people	and	spaces	that	they	need	to	be	successful.	It	is	the	teachers	responsibility	to	be	a	gatekeeper	of	time	and	be	accountable	for	the	outcome.	Work	with	each	student	so	that	they	complete
the	whole	process	in	time	and	be	able	to	present	it	back	to	the	class.	Create	and	maintain	an	environment	of	trust	and	respect.	It	is	ok	to	watch	what	they	are	doing	and	provide	feedback	occasionally.	However,	ensure	that	the	students	stay	on	track	with	the	chosen	topic.	Make	sure	the	students	reflect	on	their	learning	process.	It	is	important	for
students	to	understand	the	role	they	play	in	Genius	Hour.	They	will	be	asked	to	take	on	different	roles	as	the	learning	process	moves	along.	There	are	three	main	roles	that	students	can	play	during	Genius	Hour:	The	student(s)	who	will	be	responsible	for	organizing	and	managing	the	project	from	beginning	to	end.	This	role	may	change	as	the	project
progresses.	The	leader	might	also	have	a	hand	at	making,	but	this	person	must	have	a	vision	or	goal	for	the	group.	The	person	who	designs	the	finished	product	of	the	project.	This	could	be	someone	who	makes	something	that	is	tangible,	like	building	a	model	or	designing	an	app.	Or	it	could	be	someone	who	organizes	an	event	and	works	out	all	of	the
details	to	get	it	set	up	and	implemented.	This	person	needs	to	have	good	ideas,	creative	thinking	skills	and	problem-solving	skills.	The	student	on	the	team	researches	information	and	data	related	to	the	topic	or	issue	being	explored	by	the	team.	This	person	needs	to	be	a	critical	thinker	and	good	with	technology	so	that	he	or	she	can	research	topics
thoroughly	and	evaluate	sources	for	accuracy	and	bias.	If	you	are	a	student/teacher	from	Grade	1-10,	and	you	are	looking	for	some	interesting	ways	to	spend	your	Genius	Hour,	here	is	a	list	of	ideas	that	you	can	use.	How	to	make	paper	planesHow	to	make	a	kiteHow	to	make	cupcakesHow	to	draw	a	roseHow	to	draw	a	bicycleBirds	of	North
AmericaLearn	Why	are	tornadoes	so	destructiveTake	a	good	photographExplore	starsHow	to	bind	a	bookHow	to	make	paintHow	to	make	inkMake	a	playdoughLearn	about	volcanosLearn	about	turtlesSew	a	dress	for	a	dollMake	Jewelry	Knit	a	sweaterWrite	a	chapter	bookLearn	the	causes	that	make	the	days	get	longer	and	shorterLearn	how	the	heart
pumps	blood	across	the	bodyLearn	to	knitLearn	to	crochetHow	to	solve	Rubix	cubeLearn	to	set	up	a	garden	and	grow	plantsMake	homemade	slimeResearch	a	historical	place	or	eventExplore	an	animals	habitat.How	the	world	is	rotating	and	why	we	dont	feel	itWhat	makes	birds	flyFrom	where	do	butterflies	get	their	coloursMake	a	photo	collage
book.Ways	to	help	endangered	animalsHow	to	make	natural	compost	Learn	how	the	moon	affects	the	EarthConduct	a	science	experimentUnderstand	the	effect	seasons	have	on	our	planetHow	to	create	a	mapLearn	how	to	do	OrigamiDo	a	community	serviceUse	natural	colours	to	dye	clothesCreate	your	own	toyRead	and	discuss	World	WarsBecome	a
magicianLearn	to	do	ice	skatingContribute	to	environmental	protectionLearn	to	become	a	Lego	master	builderEnquire	how	are	dreams	madeLearn	to	create	a	PowerPoint	presentationCreate	a	lesson	planCreate	a	new	course	(for	your	favourite	hobby	like	sewing,	knitting,	etc.)Learn	to	do	a	puppet	showCreate	a	new	recipeMake	a	website	for	the	class
website.Write	a	short	storyWrite	a	skitWrite	a	speechStudy	about	Carnivorous	plantsHow	pollination	helpsDisassemble	and	assemble	a	mechanical	device	Code	a	computer	gameLearn	to	create	a	website	or	blogLearn	about	the	reasons	some	animals	are	extinctTeach	someone	how	a	thermos	workWhat	role	does	science	play	in	music,	sport	or	another
hobby?History	of	NFLScience	behind	golfGlobal	WarmingFind	a	solution	to	reduce	the	litter	in	your	school	permanentlyLearn	how	does	the	brain	workDifferent	foods	from	different	parts	of	the	worldLearn	to	play	the	guitarDesign	a	book	coverStart	a	school	clubHow	glasses	are	madeCreate	a	movie	trailer	with	PowerPointLearn	to	danceCreate	new
cartoon	charactersDo	a	renewable	energy	projectFind	new	ways	for	energy	conservationRun	a	charity	event	(concert,	run,	walk,	drive,	etc.)Learn	and	teach	a	coding	lessonExplore	and	explain	how	a	phenomenon	works	(electricity,	cyclone,	volcano,	solar	energy,	etc.)Conduct	a	virtual	field	tripBuild	a	remote	carCreate	a	basic	electronic
circuitResearch	future	career	ideasResearch	how	to	make	somethingLearn	a	new	languageLearn	to	do	Yoga	Develop	a	science	group	for	middle	schoolWrite	a	songLearn	to	skateboardDiscover	effective	ways	to	lose	weightConduct	a	social	experimentMake	a	short	movieCreate	a.	out	for	recyclablesDiscover	ways	to	balance	my	budgetLearn	about	the
causes	and	preventions	of	cancerMake	people	aware	of	global	warminglearn	how	to	create	an	appBenefits	of	Electric	carsHow	is	Plastic	madeHow	Aerodynamics	affect	football	gameLearn	to	create	a	video	gameCreate	a	campaign	to	reduce	bullying	in	my	schoolHow	clothes	are	madeWrite	a	bookExplore	the	need	for	sleepWhy	seat	belts	are
importantDiscuss	the	future	of	schoolsWhy	bees	die	after	they	stingWrite	a	poemCreate	and	run	an	online	newspaper	for	your	schoolWrite	a	scriptRun	a	fundraising	projectCreate	a	Claymation	videoCreate	a	concert	videoMake	a	YouTube	videoWrite	a	songInterview	a	famous	personalityCreate	a	manifesto	for	your	school	clubDesign	a	pamphlet	for
your	school	eventPhotography	exhibitionHow	to	recycleHow	to	remove	plastic	from	the	seaMake	a	stop-motion	movie	Make	people	aware	of	the	dangers	of	smokingExplore	how	the	mind	worksCreate	a	wellness	plandesign	a	textbook	that	is	excitingLearn	to	become	a	professional	sportspersonWhat	exactly	happens	when	a	bone	heals	after	being
broken?Build	a	sustainable	garden	that	provides	ingredients	to	reduce	our	food	expensesCreate	your	own	board	gameExplore	the	theories	behind	the	origin	of	the	worldLearn	how	stock	markets	workMake	a	musical	out	of	a	storybookCreate	a	google	break-out	roomMake	musicResearch	whether	different	colours	change	the	opinions/moodsInvent	a
languageCreate	a	new	sport	or	gameHow	to	prevent	animal	abuseAnimal	ShelterHow	to	design	accessible	building	plansStudy	and	Understand	CancerStudy	on	Homeless	PeopleWays	to	prevent	Alzheimers	Study	fashion	and	start	a	YouTube	channelLearn	sign	languageLean	on	the	impact	of	technology	on	human	lifeExplore	the	concepts	behind	black
holes	formationCreate	an	artExplore	Self	Driving	CarsWrite	a	script	for	a	short	filmDive	into	photography	and	become	an	IG	influencerCreate	your	own	inventionAre	vaccines	safe?Understand	the	importance	of	DNALearn	to	understand	Virtual	RealityHow	to	resolve	Video	Game	AddictionConduct	an	event	in	schoolDiscover	solutions	for	the	worlds
biggest	problems	like	poverty,	pollution,	etc.Study	climate	change	and	start	a	student-driven	nonprofitLearn	how	to	make	sourdough	bread	and	start	a	small	bakery	businessLearn	a	new	languageExplore	video	game	designStart	your	own	PodcastLearn	how	to	build	furnitureLearn	to	do	VlogPlan	and	create	a	3D	printing	structureWatch	/	Plan	for	a
Ted	TalkLearn	to	become	an	authorLearn	to	become	a	master	chefWhat	are	the	challenges	in	travelling	to	mars?Create	a	new	productDesign	a	store	along	with	business	planCreate	your	own	robotResearch	on	how	to	start	a	businessDraw	an	original	cartoon	about	what	you	like	to	do	at	school	or	what	youre	proud	of	doing	in	your	life.Learn	to	fill	out
applications	and	apply	for	an	interview	Math	is	a	difficult	subject	for	many	people,	so	it	can	be	difficult	to	find	genius	hour	idea	for	math.	These	are	some	of	the	best	math-based	projects	that	people	have	worked	on	during	their	Genius	Hour.	Write	a	math	poemCreate	a	math	puzzleWrite	a	math	joke	or	limerickCreate	a	math	magic	trickCreate	a	math
inventionCreate	an	artwork	based	on	the	Fibonacci	Sequence	or	Golden	RatioShare	the	history	of	your	favourite	mathematical	theory	and/or	mathematician.The	Golden	Ratio:	Build	sculptures	using	this	ratio	in	nature	and	art.Design	a	math-themed	T-shirt	(and	sell	it)Make	a	math	video	gameExplain	how	your	use	of	a	specific	mathematical	concept
has	changed	your	life.Demonstrate	how	to	apply	a	mathematical	concept	to	a	real-world	problem.Explain	how	you	would	teach	someone	else	how	to	use	this	mathematical	concept	or	idea	to	solve	a	problem.Explore	the	history	of	piExplore	the	history	of	zeroLearn	How	to	draw	a	circle	without	using	a	protractorLearn	How	to	find	the	area	of	a	triangle
without	using	a	formulaFind	ways	to	use	math	in	your	daily	lifeWrite	your	own	math	textbookLearn	about	the	history	of	numbers	and	counting	systemsWrite	a	childrens	book	about	mathematicsCreate	an	app	that	teaches	people	about	math	concepts	or	helps	them	solve	math	problemsCalculate	the	probability	of	winning	your	favourite	lottery	game
with	different	combinations	of	numbersCreate	a	colour-by-number	picture	using	fractions	as	the	colours	Below	are	some	possible	animal	genius	hour	ideas	that	students	have	actually	completed	or	have	been	requested	by	students	in	our	classroom.	Research	animal	communication	and	create	your	own	way	that	animals	communicate.Create	a	new
animal	speciesCreate	a	nature	journal	showing	how	plants	and	animals	in	your	area	change	over	the	seasons.Learn	How	to	train	a	dogMake	a	bird	feeder	and	observe	the	birds	that	come	to	it.Make	a	list	of	all	the	animals	that	live	in	your	area	and	find	out	about	them	(habitat,	eating	habits,	etc).Observe	the	insects	that	live	in	your	neighbourhood	and
draw	a	picture	of	them.Find	out	about	bats	and	how	they	are	important	to	our	ecosystem.Find	out	about	endangered	species	in	your	state	or	country	and	explain	why	they	are	endangered.	What	can	be	done	to	protect	them?Find	out	about	different	types	of	dogs	and	their	purposes	how	do	they	help	humans?Learn	about	horses	and	how	they	were
important	to	people	in	the	past	(and	now).	What	breeds	are	there?	What	are	they	used	for?Learn	more	about	sharks	what	type	is	the	biggest?	The	smallest?	The	most	dangerous?	How	many	species	are	there?	How	do	they	eat?	Do	they	have	babies	or	lay	eggs?	Are	some	species	endangered?Learn	more	about	penguins	where	do	they	live?	What	do	they
eat?	Why	cant	theyLearn	Why	do	birds	migrate?How	does	a	bird	fly?	How	does	a	bat	fly?Why	are	some	animals	nocturnal	and	others	are	not?	What	makes	an	animal	nocturnal?Create	a	poster	on	endangered	animalsSpend	time	helping	at	an	animal	shelterCreate	a	poster	on	different	species	of	whalesResearch	animal	adaptationsMake	an
informational	video	on	cats	and	dogsWrite	a	persuasive	essay	on	why	people	should	adopt	pets	instead	of	buying	them.How	does	the	food	chain	work?Which	animals	belong	to	which	classifications:	kingdom,	phylum,	class,	order,	family,	genus,	species.Do	animals	like	music?	This	list	of	baking	genius	hour	ideas	is	meant	to	inspire	and	ignite	your
passion	for	baking.	I	hope	that	these	ideas	help	you	get	started	on	your	personal	project.	Learn	how	to	make	a	vegan	cake	and	share	the	recipeLearn	how	to	make	a	gluten-free	cake	and	share	the	recipeLearn	about	icing	types	and	write	a	blog	post	about	itLearn	about	meringue	and	write	a	blog	post	about	itLearn	how	to	use	fondant	and	write	a	blog
post	about	itLearn	how	to	decorate	cakes	with	fondantHow	to	make	rainbow	cakesHow	to	make	a	birthday	cakeMaking	pie	crust	and	decorating	piesHow	to	make	hamburger	cupcakes	and	nacho	cupcakesHow	to	make	cake	popsHow	to	make	flowers	for	a	cake	and	write	on	a	cakeLearn	How	to	Create	Cake	Pops	I	really	like	food.	I	know	other	people
who	like	food	as	well.	So,	I	thought	it	might	be	fun	to	have	a	Genius	Hour	about	food.	Maybe	we	could	try	baking	something	new	or	making	a	recipe	that	weve	never	done	before.	Or	maybe,	we	could	look	at	different	types	of	foods	and	talk	about	what	people	like	about	them	and	why	they	do	or	dont	like	them.	Create	and	share	recipes	that	worked	for
you.Create	your	own	recipe	book	cookbook.Share	your	cookie	recipe	with	the	class,	friends,	and	family	members.Improve	existing	recipes	(i.e.	substituting	ingredients)Teach	others	how	to	bake	certain	recipesHow	to	make	homemade	ice	cream	Here	are	some	things	you	can	research:	Why	do	people	love	junk	food?	How	can	you	make	junk	food
healthier?What	makes	fast	food	so	unhealthy?	What	can	you	do	to	make	fast	food	healthier?What	are	the	health	benefits	of	eating	different	foods?What	is	the	most	nutritious	snack?Why	is	it	important	to	eat	healthily?What	are	some	good	snacks	to	have	in	the	classroom?How	much	sugar	is	in	popular	beverages?What	is	your	favourite	fruit?	Why	do
you	like	it?What	are	some	good	things	to	eat	during	lunchtime	at	school?How	can	we	encourage	our	classmates	to	choose	healthy	foods	over	junk	food?Are	there	any	healthy	foods	that	taste	bad	that	we	could	make	taste	better?	How	would	we	make	them	better?	Can	we	make	them	healthier	at	the	same	time?Which	foods	are	the	healthiest	for
growing	brains	and	bodies	and	why?Find	healthier	alternatives	for	some	of	your	favourite	high-calorie	foods,	like	swapping	full-fat	cheese	for	low-fat	cheese,	or	grilling	rather	than	fryingThe	history	of	your	favourite	type	of	cuisine.	Where	did	it	come	from?	How	did	it	spread	around	the	world?	What	different	types	exist	today?	The	Science	of	Bat
SpeedThe	Science	of	Pitch	VelocityHow	to	Best	Use	Video	Analysis	to	Improve	your	SwingHow	to	take	care	of	baseball	equipment/clean	it/what	is	the	best	way?What	is	the	history	of	baseball	in	America?	(video	making)How	to	teach	the	best	baseball	swingHow	has	technology	changed	the	game?	(radar	guns,	cameras,	etc.)The	history	of	baseball	in
Japan,	Cuba,	and	other	countries.The	history	of	your	favourite	team.What	is	the	most	important	statistic	in	measuring	a	pitchers	success?	A	lot	of	chemistry	teachers	are	doing	genius	hour	projects	in	their	classes.	This	is	a	great	way	to	get	students	thinking	about	chemistry	and	applying	what	they	know	and	what	they	want	to	learn	about	chemistry.
The	following	are	ideas	for	Genius	Hour	Projects	in	Chemistry:	How	does	the	concentration	of	a	solution	affect	its	freezing	point?What	is	the	ideal	ratio	for	homemade	slime?What	is	the	ideal	ratio	for	homemade	silly	putty?How	does	the	concentration	of	vinegar	affect	how	long	it	takes	to	dissolve	an	eggshell?Does	the	amount	of	sugar	added	to
lemonade	affect	its	taste?Does	the	amount	of	sugar	added	to	lemonade	affect	its	resistance	to	spoilage?How	does	heating	or	cooling	effect	soda	pop?Can	you	make	candy	at	home?	How	much	sugar,	corn	syrup	and	water	do	you	need?	What	temperature	should	the	mixture	be	heated	to?Make	a	chemical	volcano	and	explain	what	happens	with	different
types	of	acid	and	bases.Explain	how	to	make	fireworks	and	explain	the	science	behind	them.Explain	how	dyes	work	on	fabric/paper	and	then	test	different	chemical	compounds	to	see	if	they	will	dye	fabric/paper.Explain	how	soap	works	and	then	test	different	chemical	compounds	to	see	if	they	can	clean	something	dirty	(dish	soap,	shampoo,	hand
soap,	etc.).Make	slime,	silly	putty,	or	jello	with	things	from	home	using	chemicals	that	you	can	find	at	home	(baking	soda	and	vinegar).What	is	the	science	of	making	a	cake?What	is	the	chemistry	of	soap	making?What	are	the	chemical	reactions	that	occur	when	you	cook	food?Hacking	photosynthesisCreating	a	battery	out	of	fruits	and	veggiesMaking	a
solar	oven	to	cook	with	the	energy	of	the	sunMeasuring	the	pH	levels	of	your	favourite	drinkDesigning	a	new	way	to	filter	waterHow	to	make	glue	from	milkHow	to	make	plastic	from	milkHow	to	make	butter	from	creamWhat	are	different	types	of	plastic,	and	how	is	each	one	made?	Can	they	be	recycled	into	new	products?How	Does	a	Battery	Work?
Check	out	this	list	of	DIY	Genius	Hour	ideas	that	could	serve	as	a	springboard	for	your	next	project:	How	to	make	a	compassHow	to	make	a	water	filterHow	to	build	a	wind	turbineHow	to	make	a	solar	ovenHow	to	build	a	solar	cellHow	to	draw	a	mapHow	to	build	an	appHow	to	create	a	gameCreate	with	a	3D	printerBuild	a	drone	that	can	fly	for	10
minutes	and	take	pictures.Build	a	robotFigure	out	how	to	make	a	machine	that	can	sort	your	laundry.Design	a	braille	typewriter.Create	a	better	way	to	clean	up	after	your	dog	(or	cat,	or	bird,	etc.).Make	it	easier	to	find	your	keys.Make	it	easier	to	park	when	there	is	a	lot	of	traffic.Make	it	so	you	dont	need	keys	to	get	into	your	house	or	car.Come	up
with	an	easier	way	to	charge	all	of	your	devices	at	once.Create	a	machine	that	can	sort	M&Ms	by	colour.Invent	something	that	makes	it	easier	for	people	with	disabilities	to	do	everyday	tasks.	A	title	page,	inspiration	page	and	checklist	for	students	to	use	when	setting	up	a	Genius	Hour	project	notebook.

Good	genius	hour	ideas.	Genius	hour	4th	grade.	Genius	hour	guide.	Genius	hour	ideas.	Genius	hour	ideas	for	4th	graders.
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