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This is a list of dictionaries considered authoritative or complete by approximate number of total words, or headwords, included number of words in a language.[1][2] In compiling a dictionary, a lexicographer decides whether the evidence of use is sufficient to justify an entry in the dictionary. This decision is not the same as determining whether the word exists.[citation needed] The green background means a given dictionary is the largest in a given language. Language Approx. no. of headwords Approx. no. of
definitions Dictionary Notes Tamil 1,533,669 1533669 Sorkuvai Archived October 28, 2021, at the Wayback Machine An online open dictionary run by the Tamil Nadu government.[3] The dictionary contains 1,533,669 words.[4] Korean 1,149,538 1149538 Urimalsaem Online open dictionary run by South Korean government, including North Korean dialects(66,172 words).[5] Portuguese 818,000 818000 Aulete Digital Online dictionary including expressions.[6] Finnish 800,000 800000 RedFox Pro Online
dictionary. The free version has over 300,000 Finnish words and the Pro version has over 800,000 Finnish words. The dictionary has agglomerated other dictionaries, such as technical ones,[7] and the largest set comes from Wordnet.[8] This dictionary essentially does not include inflections. English 795,606 795606 1,578,939 English Wiktionary Contains 853,456 gloss entries and 1,578,939 total definitions.[9][10] Swedish 600,000 600000 Svenska Akademiens ordbok, Swedish Academy After having completed
letters A through T SAOB included 470,000 words, but 600,000 words when the alphabet was completed in 2017. Korean 511,282 511282 Standard Korean Language Dictionary[11] Contains 511,282 entries. Italian 500,000 500000 Grande Dizionario Hoepli Italiano[12][13] The number of "sayable and writable" word-forms is estimated at over 2 million.[14] Japanese 500,000 500000 Nihon Kokugo Daijiten[15] Lithuanian 500,000 500000 Lietuviy, kalbos Zodynas (Academic Dictionary of Lithuanian) The largest
dictionary of the Lithuanian language: consists of 22 000 pages, includes more than 11 million words with quotations from all kinds of writing and dialect records between 1547 and 2001. Accessible online at www.lkz.1t.[16] English 470,000 470000 Webster's Third New International Dictionary and Addenda Section Contains 470,000 entries.[17] Northern Kurdish 411,550 411550 Kurdish Wiktionary Contains 411,550 entries (160,130 lemma, 237,294 non-lemma) in Northern Kurdish, among a total of 1,004,698
entries in 3837 languages.[18][19][20] French 408,078 408078 French Wiktionary Contains more than 408,000 lemma, associated to more than 636,500 definitions and 1,880,500 inflections, distributed other 1,924,200 entries.[21] Serbo-Croatian 400,000 400000 Rjec¢nik hrvatskoga ili srpskoga jezika Published from 1880 to 1976 in 97 fascicles collected into 23 volumes under the auspices of the Yugoslav Academy of Sciences and Arts, estimated at a minimum of 400,000 words by Dragica Mali¢.[22][23]
Includes only words found in the Shtokavian dialect; words from Chakavian and Kajkavian dialects are excluded. Dutch 400,000 400000 Woordenboek der Nederlandsche Taal The 43 volumes of the WNT (including three supplements) consist of 49,255 pages, describing Dutch words from 1500 to 1976.[24] Chinese 378,103 378103 Hanyu Da Cidian The 3rd edition of the digital version contains 18,014 single-character words, 336,706 compound words, 23,383 idioms (chengyu), 504,040 definitions, and 861,956
examples.[25] Finnish 350,000 350000 Suomen murteiden sanakirja (in progress) Suomen murteiden sanakirja (SMS) will include 350,000 words from different dialects, with well-documented definitions, based on the archives (Suomen murteiden sana-arkisto) of 400,000 words, with over 8 million definitions.[26][27] Persian 343,466 343466 Dehkhoda Dictionary, 1998, ISBN 9789640396025 The original series initially consisted of 3 million records (Persian: ;s (French: fiche) or 3, "barge") (up to 100
meanings/records for each word or proper noun) until Dehkhoda's death in March 1956, and currently contains 343,466 entries that, according to the latest digital release of the dictionary by Tehran University Press (version 3.0) are based on an ever-growing library of over 2,300 volumes in lexicology and various other scientific fields.[28][29][circular reference] Norwegian 330,000 330000 Norsk Ordbok The finished dictionary has about 330,000 headwords, whereas the corpus it's built upon contains about
500,000 words in total.[30] German 330,000 330000 Deutsches Worterbuch 330,000 words in use since the mid-fifteenth century.[31] Turkish 316,000 316000 Otiiken Tirkge Sozliik[32] Turkish dictionary (Old and Middle Turkic, Ottoman and Modern Turkish), includes 316,000 entries.[33] Dutch 300,000 300000 Etymologisch woordenboek van het Nederlands[34] Norwegian 300,000 300000 Tanums store rettskrivningsordbok (10. utgave) A dictionary of orthography.[30] Ukrainian 300,000 300000
Vkpainceruit mekcukoH KiHig XVIII — mogatky XXI cT.: ClIOBHUK-iHOEKC: y 3-X Tomax Jlekcuunuit cnoBHEK.[35] Urdu 286,563 286563 823,743 Rekhta Dictionary[36] Rekhta Dictionary, an initiative of Rekhta Foundation is a multi-lingual dictionary available in three scripts, i.e. Urdu, Devanagari and Roman. Gujarati 281,377 281377 Bhagavadgomandal 2.81 lakh words and their meanings in 9 volumes. Also serves as an encyclopedia with almost 8.22 lakh words.[37] Romanian 280,000 280000 dexonline Online
dictionary. Project of digitisation of 67 general, specialty and archaic dictionaries. Launched in 2001. As of 2023, it contained over 280,000 unique words and 1,065,000 definitions. English 273,000 273000 600,000 Oxford English Dictionary, Second Edition Oxford Dictionary has 273,000 headwords; 171,476 of them being in current use, 47,156 being obsolete words and around 9,500 derivative words included as subentries. The dictionary contains 157,000 combinations and derivatives, and 169,000 phrases and
combinations, making a total of over 600,000 word-forms.[38][39]There is one count that puts the English vocabulary at about 1 million words—but that count presumably includes words such as Latin species names, prefixed and suffixed words, scientific terminology, jargon, foreign words of extremely limited English use and technical acronyms.[40][41][42] Urdu 264,000 264000 Urdu Lughat[43][44] Ukrainian 253,000 253000 Bemnukuit opdorpadiyHuil CIIOBHUK Cy4yacHOI yKpaiHchKoi tekcuku A dictionary of
orthography. Contains 253,000 entries (253,000 words).[45][46] Czech 250,000 250000 Prirucni slovnik jazyka ceského [cs] Nine volumes of this dictionary were printed in years 1935-1957. They contain about 250,000 words, their meanings and example usage from literature. The dictionary is available online.[47][48] Serbo-Croatian 241,000 241000 Dictionary of Serbo-Croatian Literary and Vernacular Language This dictionary is incomplete. So far, 20 volumes of the planned 40 have been published. These 20
volumes contain 241.000 headwords. When complete, this Dictionary will have around 500.000 headwords.[49] Portuguese 228,000 228000 382,000 Houaiss Dictionary of the Portuguese Language 228,000 entries and 382,000 meanings.[50] Belarusian 223,000 223000 Bsniki cioyHuik 6enapyckait MoBbl: apdarpadis, akusHTyausls, napagsirmateikal51] Russian 220,000 220000 250,000 TonkoBEIM C10Baph KUBOT0 Beaukopycckoro si3eika The 3rd edition by Baudouin de Courtenay contains about 250,000 entries
(220,000 words and 30,000 proverbs).[52][53] Indonesian 208,283 208283 229,443 Kamus Besar Bahasa Indonesia, 6th edition, 2024 Finnish 201,000 201000 Nykysuomen sanakirja, 1961 Nykysuomen sanakirja can be translated to The Dictionary of Modern Finnish or The Dictionary of Contemporary Finnish, but the language can be quite dated; the dictionary only reflects the language as it was no later than 1961. Even though it has been published again, it has not been updated. The dictionary contains over
201,000 headwords in six volumes.[54] For modern language, The New Dictionary of Modern Finnish is more relevant. English 200,000 200000 The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition The third edition contained "more than 200,000 boldface forms" (entries).[55] The fourth and fifth editions each added roughly 10,000 additional "new words and senses".[56] It is not clear how many of these were new words. German 200,000 200000 Grofes Worterbuch der deutschen Sprache
Dictionary by the Berlin-Brandenburg Academy of Sciences and Humanities of over 200,000 contemporary words.[57] Norwegian (bokmal) 200,000 200000 Det Norske Akademis ordbok The Norwegian Academy Dictionary contains more than 200,000 entries and more than 300,000 literary quotes. Furthermore, it contains fixed expressions and pronunciation.The dictionary is free and edited daily. Danish 200,000 200000 Ordbog over det danske Sprog Dictionary maintained by the Society for Danish Language
and Literature [da]. Covers Danish language use 1700-1950.[58] The society also maintains a sister dictionary, Den Danske Ordbog [da] covering language use since 1950. Slovak 200,000 200000 Slovnik slovenského jazyka z r. 1959 - 1968, Slovnik su¢asného slovenského jazyka A - G, H - L, M - N z . 2006, 2011, 2015 Here is the information about the number of words in Slovak written by Jazykovedny ustav L. Stira SAV. Tibetan 195,919 195919 Rangjung Yeshe Dharma Dictionary Considering the large
number of Buddhist terminology, colloquial expressions and modern literary Tibetan neologisms not included in this dictionary, the actual total number is probably about twice the number of terms included on this website (195,919), perhaps 375-400,000 Tibetan words in total. [59] Sanskrit 186,000 186000 Monier-Williams Sanskrit-English Dictionary, 1899 (IITS Koelin) The work of Monier Monier-Williams, who as a Boden Professor of Sanskrit at the University of Oxford.[60][61] Hindi 183,175 183175 Hindi
Wiktionary A free dictionary that gives everyone the right to edit.[62] Kazakh 166,000 166000 15 Tomabk "Kasak TiniHig Tycimipme ce3niri" Explanatory dictionary of the Kazakh language.[63] English 155,327 155327 207,016 WordNet, 3.1 As of November 2012[update] WordNet's latest Online-version is 3.1. The database contains 155,327 words organized in 175,979 synsets for a total of 207,016 word-sense pairs.[64] Romanian 155,000 155000 DLR Dictionarul Limbii Romane. Belarusian 150,000 150000
Cnoynik 6enapyckait MoBrI[65] Icelandic 150,000 150000 Ordabdk Blondals[66] The dictionary contains 150,000 headwords in 17 volumes.[67] Russian 150,000 150000 BomnbIuo# akafeMHYeCKHi cIoBaph PyccKoro sideika Great Academy Dictionary of Russian language.[68] Swiss German 150,000 150000 Schweizerisches Idiotikon[69] The dictionary contains 150,000 words from the late Middle Ages to today.[70] German 148,000 148000 Duden - Die deutsche Rechtschreibung The most influential dictionary in
Germany, a dictionary of orthography.[71] Polish 140,000 140000 Wielki stownik ortograficzny PWN Big orthography dictionary PWN contains new words, proper nouns and latest spelling changes. German 141,154 141154 German Wiktionary Contains 141,154 german gloss entries.[72][73] French 135,000 135000 Trésor de la Langue Francaise informatisé ATILF[74] (Analyse et Traitement Informatique de la Langue Francaise - Computer Processing and Analysis of the French Language)135,000 (Larousse
Dictionnaire de francgais, published by Editions Larousse).[75][76] Ukrainian 134,058 134058 CnoBruk ykpaincekoi moBu (The Dictionary of the Ukrainian language) The dictionary was finished in late 1970s-early 1980s.[77][78] Dutch 134,000 134000 Woordenlijst Nederlandse Taal (Het Groene Boekje)[79] Russian 130,000 130000 Bosbiuoi TONKOBEIM ClI0Baph pycckoro si3eika Great Dictionary of Russian language.[80] Swedish 130,000 130000 Rikstermbanken[81] Sweden's national term bank.[82] Swedish
126,000 126000 Svenska Akademiens ordlista (SAOL)[83] Normative Swedish language spelling dictionary, which includes only commonly used words, currently includes ~126,000 words,[84] after having added 13,500 and removed 9,000 in its latest edition, SAOL 14, plus an additional 200,000 still encountered words in earlier editions.[85][86] Eastern Armenian 125,000 125000 dwdwiwlwlhg huyng jiquh pugumnpulub punwpwub Zamanakakic' hayoc' lezvi bac'atrakan bararan.[87] Tamil 124,405 124405
University of Madras Tamil Lexicon The dictionary includes 124,405 separate entries.[88] Malaysian 120,000 120000 Kamus Dewan Perdana, 1st Edition, 2020 Arabic[notes 1] 120,000 120000 Taj al-'Arus min Jawahir al-Qamus The dictionary includes 120,000 entries filling 40 volumes, whereby one entry comprises dozens of words.[91] Albanian 120,000 120000 Fjalor i gjuhes shqgipe, 2024 70,000 words added from the previous edition of 1980[92] Frisian 120,000 120000 Het Wurdboek fan de Fryske taal[93]
Dictionary of New Frisian (Nieuwfries) from 1800 to 1975.[94] Finland Swedish 120,000 120000 Ordbok éver Finlands svenska folkmal[95] (in progress) The dictionary includes around 120,000 headwords.[96] Bulgarian 119,200 119200 Dictionary of the Bulgarian Language (monolingual academic explanatory dictionary), (MHOroTomMeH) Peunuk Ha 6bArapckus e3uk in Bulgarian, in 15+ volumes This dictionary covers vocabulary from the last 150 years of Bulgarian and is compiled and edited by linguistics
(primarily native lexicographers and lexicologists) from The Institute for the Bulgarian Language (part of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences). It includes basic, commonly used, literary, colloquial, dialectical, archaic and obsolete Bulgarian words, as well as some specialized terminology. The latest volume (15th) published in 2015 ends with headwords beginning with the (Bulgarian Cyrillic) letter P.[97] French 116,000 116000 Le Dictionnaire universel francophone (DUF)[98] Dictionary published by Hachette.
[99] Georgian 112,949 112949 dJo@mygmo gbob gobdodEgdomo emgdbozmbo (Explanatory dictionary of the Georgian language) The electronic version of this Dictionary, consisting of 129755 records, is the joint project of Arnold Chikobava Institute of Linguistics and Language Modeling Association. The project was financed by Rustaveli Foundation.[100] Belarusian 112,462 112462 Skarnik As of August 2019[update]. Belarusian-Russian online dictionary contains 112,462 words.[101] Slovene 110,180 110180
Slovar slovenskega knjiznega jezika, Second edition, 2014 The official dictionary of modern Slovene is Slovar slovenskega knjiznega jezika (SSKJ; Standard Slovene Dictionary). It was published in five volumes by Drzavna Zalozba Slovenije between 1970 and 1991 and contains more than 100,000 entries and subentries with accentuation, part-of-speech labels, common collocations, and various qualifiers. In the 1990s, an electronic version of the dictionary was published and it is available online. Finnish 102,174
102174 Kielitoimiston sanakirja, 2018 Online dictionary. Institute for the Languages of Finland (governmental institute) has selected the core vocabulary, and many headwords are not included.[102] Afrikaans 100,000 100000 Handwoordeboek van die Afrikaanse Taal (HAT), 2015 New 6th edition contains 3228 new keywords and 5365 meaning.[103] French 100,000 100000 Le Grand Robert, 2019 Contains 100,000 words and 350,000 definitions.[104] Austrian German 100,000 100000 Osterreichisches
Worterbuch, 2018 Official dictionary of the German language in the Republic of Austria.[105] Polish 100,000 100000 Stownik jezyka polskiego PWN Polish dictionary of PWN contains about 100,000 articles and 145,000 definitions.[106] Russian 100,000 100000 Opdorpaduyeckuii cmoBaps pycckoro sisbika[107] Normative Russian dictionary,[108] the dictionary includes around 100,000 words.[109] Turkish 98,738 98738 114767 Guncel Tiirkge S6z1lik[110] Online dictionary of the Turkish Language
Association[111] Contains 64,994 words, 33,744 idioms and proverbs and 132,548 meanings. Turkish 93,000 93000 100000 Misalli Biiyiik Tirk¢e So6zliikk (Kubbealt: Lugat1)[112] Turkish dictionary that is composed of modern and Ottoman Turkish, includes 60,000 entries and 33,000 idioms with around 100,000 examples based on literary works of 840 writers. It's online version is named "Kubbealt: Lugat1".[113] Spanish 93,000 93000 Diccionario de la lengua espaiiola de la Real Academia Espafiola, 23rd edition,
2014[114] Central Kurdish 93,000 93000 ¢luws,sS sKiwilj Sian,as University of Kurdistan Dictionary: Kurdish-Persian, Rohani, M. (2018)[115] The four volumes of the Kurdish-to-Persian and Persian-to-Kurdish dictionary have 93,000 vocabulary terms. Director Majid Rouhani worked for ten years to complete it.[116] Spanish 90,000 90000 Diccionario de uso del espafiol [es], 2007 Contains 90,000 keywords and 190,000 meaning. Dutch 90,000 90000 Van Dale, 14th edition, 2005 [117] Catalan 88,500 88500 172,
de la llengua catalana (Great Dictionary of the Catalan language, includes the definitions in the Diccionari de la llengua catalana) Contains 88,500 headwords and 172,000 definitions.[118] Chinese 85,568 85568 Zhonghua Zihai The largest character dictionary covering all varieties of Chinese, a compilation of Chinese characters in use over three millennia of written history.[119][120][121] Arabic 83,015 83015 2019 jolsall p=xzall The first version (2019) contains approximately 83,015 entries.[122][123] Scots 80,2¢
Dictionaries of the Scots Language An online dictionary comprising A Dictionary of the Older Scottish Tongue (covering the period up to 1700) and The Scottish National Dictionary (from 1700). Hebrew 80,000 80000 The Academy of the Hebrew Language Notes for word count can be found on The Academy of the Hebrew Language website [124] Arabic 80,000 80000 Lisan Al-Arab The dictionary includes around 80,000 entries.[91] French 80,000 80000 Dictionnaire de la langue francaise[125] Four-volume
dictionary[126] of the French language by Emile Littré.[127] Uzbek 80,000 80000 O‘zbek tilining izohli lug‘ati (Annotated Dictionary of the Uzbek Language) The largest Uzbek language dictionary, made of five volumes and including around 80,000 entries.[128] Middle Dutch 75,000 75000 Het Middelnederlandsch Woordenboek [n1][129] Historical dictionary of Middle Dutch: 1250-1550.[130] Romanian 67,000 67000 Dictionarul explicativ al limbii roméane (Published by the Romanian Academy) Tamazight
65,716 65716 Amawal Ameqran (The Great Dictionary), by Abdelhafed Idres, published in 2017 Presented by 1'Entreprise Nationale des Arts Graphiques (enag.dz), the dictionary includes around 65,716 entries[131] Swedish 65,000 65000 Svensk ordbok utgiven av Svenska Akademien (Svensk ordbok, SO)[132] The dictionary includes around 65,000 headwords.[132] Punjabi 64,263 64263 Mahan Kosh First published in 1930, the dictionary includes 64,263 entries in Gurmukhi script. It has been republished
many times.[133][134][135][136] Swedish 64,000 64000 Ordbok 6fver svenska spraket (Dalin Ordbok)[137] The dictionary includes around 64,000 headwords.[138] Arabic 60,000 60000 Al-Qamus al-Muhit wa al-Qabus al-Wasit[notes 2] The dictionary includes around 60,000 entries.[139] Dutch 60,000 60000 Groot Woordenboek Afrikaans en Nederlands[140] Dutch-Afrikaans dictionary.[141] Turkish 60,000 60000 Osmanlica-Tiirkce Ansiklopedik Lgat[142] Ottoman Turkish dictionary, includes 60,000 entries.
[143] Galician 59,999 59999 Dicionario da Real Academia Galega (Dictionary of the Royal Galician Academy)[144] Western Armenian 56,000 56000 <uyng jaqnih inp punwpwl Hayoc' lezowi nor bararan.[145][clarification needed] Tatar 56,000 56000 Tartapcko-pycckuii ciosaps III.H. Aceirapaesa, ®.A. 'anunesa, M.3. 3akuesa, K.M. MunnymnuHa, [I.B. Pamasanosa Tatar-Russian dictionary of Sh.N. Asylgaraev, F.A. Ganiev, M.Z. Zakiyev, K.M. Minnullin, D.B. Ramazanova.[146] French 55,000 55000 B
Dictionnaire de I'Académie francaise (DAF) Normative French dictionary,[147] once complete, it will contain 55,000 words.[148] Dutch 52,000 52000 Woordenlijst Nederlandse Taal[149] Normative Dutch dictionary,[150] the dictionary includes around 52,000 entries and around 134.000 derivative words.[151] Dutch 50,000 50000 Het Groene woordenboek - Handwoordenboek Nederlands[152] Turkmen 50,000 50000 Tiirkmen dilinini diisindirisli s6zliigi Turkmen Explanatory Dictionary.[153] Lakota (Lakhéta)
44,000 44000 New Lakota Dictionary A bilingual Lakota-English and English-Lakota dictionary, book format (editions: 2008, 2011, 2022), mobile app version (2014), desktop version (2015). Azerbaijani 44,750 44750 Azsrbaycan dilinin izahl ligeti Azerbaijani Explanatory Dictionary.[154] Syriac 43,030 43030 Sureth dictionary Published by the Association Assyrophile de France, it features Assyrian Neo-Aramaic, Turoyo and Chaldean Neo-Aramaic words of all dialects.[155] Icelandic 43,000 43000 560,000
Ordabdk Haskolans 43,000 basic words and 519,000 compound words of which more than half are attested only once or don't get into print ("instant combinations").[156] Thai 40,840 40840 (00000000 000000000O0000O0000 O-0. 0000 Bashkir 40,000 40000 Bamkupcko-pycckuii cinoBaps YpakcuH 3.I'. Bashkir-Russian dictionary Uraksin Z. G.[157] Chuvash 40,000 40000 Yysamicko-pycckuii cioBaps CkBopuoBa M. Y. Chuvash-Russian dictionary Skvortsova M. 1.[158] Dargwa 40,000 40000 [TapruHCKO-PyCCKUN
cnosaps FOcynosa X. A. Dargwa-Russian dictionary of Yusupov H. A.[159] Riksmal 40,000 40000 Riksmalsordlisten[160] Normative dictionary of the non-official Norwegian written language called Riksméal.[161] Arabic 40,000 40000 Taj al-Lugha wa Sihah al-Arabiyya[notes 3] The dictionary includes around 40,000 entries.[139] Classical Latin 39,589 39589 Oxford Latin Dictionary Includes 39,589 Classical Latin entries, including borrowings from Greek, Gaulish, other Italic dialects, Sanskrit, and others. There
are about: 10,000 adjectives, 2,123 adverbs, 46 conjunctions, 77 interjections, 17,450 nouns, 26 particles, 39 prepositions, 17 pronouns, and 5,986 verbs. The remaining entries are references to other entries (such as alternate spellings or archaic versions), prefixes, suffixes, and terms left untranslated by the original editors.[162] Avar 36,000 36000 ABapcko-pycckuii cmoBapb ['umbaToBa. M. M.[163] Avar-Russian dictionary of M. M. Gimbatov.[163] Venetian 36,000 36000 Dizionario della lingua veneta[164]
Dictionary of Venetian Language[165] of Gianfranco Cavallin.[166] Komi 32,659 32659 Bo:sioit KoMmu-pycckuii cioBapb[167] A reverse Russian-Komi dictionary contains 50722 words.[168] Lezgi 28,000 28000 JIe3aruHcKo-pyccKuii coBaps: b. B Tanu6os, M. M. T'apzkues[169] Lezgi-Russian dictionary: B. B Talibov, M. M. Gadzhiev.[169] Middle Dutch 25,000 25000 Het Vroegmiddelnederlands Woordenboek[170] Historical dictionary of Middle Dutch: 1200-1300.[171] Old Swedish 22,894 22894 Ordbok 6fver
svenska medeltidsspraket[172] The dictionary includes around 22,894 headwords in 3 volumes,[173] and with the 2 volume supplement (21,495 headwords) the dictionary includes 44,389 headwords.[174] Chechen 20,000 20000 YeueHCKO-pyCCKMii crioBaph. Anupoes, U.A.; Xamunosa, 3.X.; Anekcees, M.E.[175] Chechen-Russian dictionary. I.A Aliroev., Z.Kh. Khamidova., M.E. Alekseev.[175] Kabardian 20,000 20000 Ka6apauxcko-pycckuii cioBaps. M. JI. Anaxes, H. A. Baros[176] Kabardian-Russian dictionary.
M. L. Apazhev, N. A. Bagov.[176] Quechua 20,000 20000 Diccionario Quechua-Esparfiol Lira Jorge Quechua-Spanish dictionary Lira Jorge.[177] Swedish 20,000 20000 Svensk etymologisk ordbok[178] The dictionary includes around 20,000 headwords.[179] Esperanto 16,780 16780 Plena Ilustrita Vortaro de Esperanto (Complete Illustrated Dictionary of Esperanto) 46,890 lexical units.[180] Malayalam 16,000 16000 Chathur Dravida Bhasha Nighandu (Dictionary of Four Dravidian Languages)[181] Malayalam,
Kannada , Tamil and Telugu multilingual dictionary published by Kerala Bhasha Institute and authored by Njattyela Sreedharan.[182] The dictionary includes around 16,000 headwords.[183] Ingush 11,142 11142 HWarymcko-pycckuit cinoBaps. M. C. Mypryctos.[184] Ingush-Russian dictionary by M.S. Murgustov.[184] Nahuatl 10,500 10500 Tlahtolxitlauhcayotl: Chicontepec, Veracruz Huasteca Nahuatl monolingual dictionary with 10,500 entries of which 360 are loanwords, co-authored by John Joseph Sullivan.
[185] Old Dutch 9,000 9000 Het Oudnederlands Woordenboek[186][171] Flemish-only words 1,000 1000 Het Gele Boekje[187][188] Toki Pona 137 137 Toki Pona: The Language of Good[189] A later dictionary added 17 words, bringing the total number of official words to 137. Subsequently, the Lipu Linku dictionary has used the Toki Pona language survey to identify 260 words in use in Toki Pona, though not all are frequently used.[190][191][192] Comparison of English dictionaries ~ Jalal al-Din al-Suyuti's
book "Al-Mizhar fi Eulum Allughat Wa'anwaeiha" (Arabic: lgelsils azll pole (59 b j0ll) states that in the Kitab al-'Ayn, the first Arabic dictionary, the number of attested and potential two-to-five-consonant word stems, plus the inflectional forms derived from them, was calculated at 12,305,412.[89][90] ~ Al-Qamus al-Muhit means 'The surrounding Ocean'. ©~ The name means 'The crown of Language and the authentic of Arabic'. ~ "How many words are there in the English language?". Oxford English Dictionary. Archiv
original on September 7, 2016. Retrieved August 14, 2018. ~ "The Biggest Vocabulary?". The Economist. June 23, 2010. Archived from the original on August 15, 2018. Retrieved August 14, 2018. ©~ "Government to launch Tamil word bank". The Hindu. February 5, 2019. ISSN 0971-751X. Archived from the original on December 28, 2020. Retrieved May 10, 2020. ©~ "Sorkuvai.com". Sorkuvai. ~ " - ". . Archived from the original on March 15, 2023. Retrieved November 9, 2017. ~ "Aulete Digital". Archived from
the original on April 10, 2021. Retrieved March 29, 2021. ©~ "RedFox Sanakirja: Sisdltopaivitykset" (in Finnish). Redfox languages Oy. Archived from the original on August 11, 2020. Retrieved August 8, 2019. ~ "Suomen suurin sanakirja julkaistiin ilmaisena netissa" (in Finnish). Yle. November 13, 2014. Archived from the original on August 8, 2019. Retrieved August 8, 2019. ~ "Statistics". en.wiktionary.org. Archived from the original on November 14, 2020. Retrieved March 25, 2023. ©

"Category:English lemmas". en.wiktionary.org. June 20, 2022. Archived from the original on March 25, 2023. Retrieved March 25, 2023. ~ " ". stdict.korean.go.kr. Archived from the original on November 30, 2020. Retrieved January 24, 2021. ~ "Grande dizionario Hoepli italiano". Archived from the original on April 20, 2020. Retrieved March 24, 2020. ~ "Dizionario di italiano". Archived from the original on March 24, 2020. Retrieved March 24, 2020. ~ "Quante parole ci sono nel dizionario italiano?". Archived
from the original on December 13, 2016. Retrieved February 23, 2017. ~ "NIHON KOKUGO DAIJITEN". Indiana University. April 24, 2009. Archived from the original on September 5, 2016. Retrieved August 7, 2016. ~ "Dictionary of the Lithuanian Language". 2002. Archived from the original on August 11, 2017. Retrieved April 19, 2018. ~ "How many words are there in English?". www.merriam-webster.com. Archived from the original on November 11, 2020. Retrieved May 15, 2018. ~ "Statistik - Wikiferheng".
ku.wiktionary.org (in Kurdish). Archived from the original on February 6, 2024. Retrieved February 25, 2024. ~ "Kategori:Kurdi", Wikiferheng (in Kurdish), February 25, 2024, archived from the original on October 2, 2023, retrieved February 25, 2024 ~ "Kategori:Hem{ ziman", Wikiferheng (in Kurdish), August 30, 2023, retrieved June 12, 2025 ~ "Wiktionnaire:Statistiques", Wiktionnaire (in French), February 21, 2023, archived from the original on February 28, 2023, retrieved February 28, 2023 ~ Mali¢,
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" English has many French words due to the historical influence of the Norman Conquest in 1066, during which the Normans brought their language, Old Norman, which eventually evolved into Middle English. This led to the borrowing of French words into English, particularly in areas of law, government, cuisine, and fashion. Learning the basics of any language can be a great idea, especially when it comes to the beautiful and widely spoken French language.Whether you're planning a trip to a French-speaking
country or just want to expand your language skills, knowing some basic French words and phrases can be incredibly helpful.Here's a guide to 100+ basic French words divided into categories to help you get started.How Many French Words You Need to KnowThe French language contains over 100,000 words, but you only need about 100 basic words to start having simple conversations in French. This small foundation is enough to order at restaurants, greet people, and handle essential tourist situations.While
the complete Larousse French dictionary lists 63,500 words, mastering French isn't about learning them all. Here's the practical breakdown of what you can do with different vocabulary levels:100 words: Order food, ask basic questions, introduce yourself300 words: Understand 65% of daily conversations, express simple needs750 words: Travel confidently, handle most everyday situations2,500 words: Follow native conversations, express complex thoughtsHigh-Frequency Words20 Most Used French
WordsFocusing on the most frequently used words enables beginners to engage in basic conversations and understand everyday expressions. Below is a curated list of 20 fundamental French words, their meanings, and example sentences to illustrate their usage in various contexts. French Word English Translation Example Sentence Bonjour Hello/Good morning Bonjour, comment ¢a va ? (Hello, how are you?) Merci Thank you Merci pour votre aide. (Thank you for your help.) Oui Yes Oui, j'aimerais un café. (Yes,
I would like a coffee.) Non No Non, je ne suis pas disponible. (No, I am not available.) S'il vous plait Please Un verre d'eau, s'il vous plait. (A glass of water, please.) Excusez-moi Excuse me Excusez-moi, ou sont les toilettes ? (Excuse me, where is the restroom?) Pardon Sorry Pardon, je ne vous ai pas vu. (Sorry, I didn't see you.) Comment How Comment allez-vous ? (How are you?) Pourquoi Why Pourquoi est-ce fermé ? (Why is it closed?) Ou Where Ou est la gare ? (Where is the train station?) Quand When Quand
commence le film ? (When does the movie start?) Qui Who Qui est-ce ? (Who is it?) Combien How much/How many Combien ¢a colite ? (How much does it cost?) Je I Je suis étudiant. (I am a student.) Tu You (informal) Tu veux venir avec moi ? (Do you want to come with me?) II/Elle He/She 1l est professeur. (He is a teacher.) Nous We Nous habitons a Paris. (We live in Paris.) Vous You (formal/plural) Vous parlez anglais ? (Do you speak English?) Ils/Elles They (masc./fem.) Elles sont étudiantes. (They are students.)
Et And J'ai un chat et un chien. (I have a cat and a dog.) Familiarity with these words will significantly enhance your ability to engage in basic French conversations and understand common expressions.Essential French VerbsUnderstanding basic French verbs is crucial for communication while traveling or beginning to learn French. The verbs below are carefully selected to help you express fundamental needs, ask for directions, order food, and engage in basic conversations. French VerbEnglish
MeaningExample UsagePresent (je)Past (je)Future (je)EtreTo beJe suis & Paris (I am in Paris)Je suis]'ai étéJe seraiAvoirTo haveJ'ai faim (I am hungry)]'ai]'ai euJ'auraiAllerTo goJe vais au café (I'm going to the café)Je vaisje suis allé(e)]'iraiParlerTo speak]e parle francais (I speak French)Je parle]'ai parléJe parleraiMangerTo eatJe mange au restaurant (I'm eating at the restaurant)Je mange]'ai mangéJe mangeraiBoireTo drinkJe bois du café (I'm drinking coffee)Je bois]'ai buJe boiraiDormirTo sleepJe dors a 1'hétel (I
sleep at the hotel)Je dors]'ai dormiJe dormiraiVouloirTo wantJe veux un café (I want a coffee)Je veux]'ai vouluJe voudraiPouvoirTo be able toJe peux vous aider (I can help you)Je peux]'ai puJe pourraiChercherTo look forJe cherche la gare (I'm looking for the station)Je cherche]'ai cherchéJe chercheraiPrendreTo takeJe prends le métro (I'm taking the metro)Je prends]'ai prisJe prendraiComprendreTo understand]e comprends bien (I understand well)Je comprends]'ai comprisje comprendraiDemanderTo ask]e
demande 1'addition (I'm asking for the bill)Je demande]'ai demandéJe demanderaiAimerTo like/love]'aime Paris (I love Paris)]'aime]'ai aiméJ'aimeraiRéserverTo reserveJe réserve une table (I'm reserving a table)Je réserve]'ai réservéJe réserveraiPayerTo pay]Je paie l'addition (I'm paying the bill)Je paie]'ai payéJe paieraiVisiterTo visit]e visite le musée (I'm visiting the museum)Je visite]'ai visitéJe visiteraiAcheterTo buy]'achete un billet (I'm buying a ticket)]'achete]'ai acheté]'acheteraiRegarderTo look at/watchJe
regarde la carte (I'm looking at the map)]Je regarde]'ai regardéJe regarderaiAttendreTo wait]'attends mon ami (I'm waiting for my friend)]'attends]'ai attenduJ'attendrai These verbs form the foundation of basic French communication. Notice these important patterns:Past Tense: Most verbs use "avoir" + past participleFuture Tense: Typically formed by adding -ai, -as, -a, -ons, -ez, -ont to the infinitive stemPresent Tense: Regular -er verbs follow a consistent patternFor beginners, focus first on mastering the
present tense forms, then gradually incorporate past and future tenses as you become more comfortable with the language.Basic French AdjectivesFrench adjectives must agree in gender (masculine/feminine) with the nouns they modify. This table includes common adjectives with their basic forms. Note that when an adjective starts with a vowel, the feminine form often doesn't change pronunciation.For instance, "un grand homme" (a tall man) versus "une grande femme" (a tall woman). French AdjectiveEnglish
MeaningMasculine SingularFeminine
SingularBonGoodbonbonnePetitSmallpetitpetiteGrandBig/TallgrandgrandeBeauBeautifulbeaubelleNouveauNewnouveaunouvelleVieuxOldvieuxvieilleChaudHotchaudchaudeFroidColdfroidfroideCherExpensivecherchereDélicieuxDeliciousdélicieuxdélicieusePropreCleanpropreproprePleinFullpleinpleineOuvertOpenouvertouverteFerméClosedferméferméeMaladeSickmalademaladeFatiguéTiredfatiguéfatiguéeContentHappycontentcontenteOccupéBusyoccupéoccupéeFacileEasyfacilefacileDifficileDifficultdifficiledifficile
French Transition WordsReady to speak like a native? One of the boosters you can add to your conversations is the use of transition words in French. Here are the 20 most commonly used French transition words and phrases that will help you connect your ideas in both speaking and writing. French ExpressionEnglish MeaningDoncTherefore/SoMaisButEt puisAnd thenParce queBecauseAlorsSo/ThenD'abordFirst/FirstlyEnsuiteNext/ThenEnfinFinally/At lastAussiAlsoPar exempleFor exampleCependantHoweverEn
faitIn fact/ActuallyPar contreOn the other handCommeAs/LikeApresAfterPendantDuring/WhileC'est-a-direThat is to sayOu bienOr else/OtherwisePourtantHowever/YetSurtoutEspecially/Above all Practical French Words And PhrasesBasic French Greetings and PhrasesStarting with basic French phrases used as greetings is essential for any language learner. These common French words and phrases will help you initiate conversations and respond politely in various situations where you need to speak
French.Bonjour (Good morning)Bonsoir (Good evening)Bonne journée (Have a nice day)Au revoir (Goodbye)Merci (Thank you)Merci beaucoup (Thank you very much)S'il vous plait (Please)Comment ¢a va ? (How are you?)Ca va (I'm fine)Comment allez-vous ? (How are you? formal)Comment vous appelez-vous ? (What is your name? formal)Je m'appelle... (My name is...)Oui (Yes)Non (No)De rien (You're welcome)Excusez-moi (Excuse me)]Je suis désolé(e) (I am sorry)Je ne comprends pas (I don’t understand)Parlez-
vous anglais ? (Do you speak English?)Je vous en prie (You're welcome)Combien ¢a colite ? (How much does it cost?)Ou sont les toilettes ? (Where are the toilets?)Numbers & Counting In FrenchNumbers are among the most common French words that you need to master early on. They are used in everyday conversations, from shopping to telling time.Learning these essential French words will help you navigate through France more comfortably.Un (One)Deux (Two)Trois (Three)Quatre (Four)Cing (Five)Six
(Six)Sept (Seven)Huit (Eight)Neuf (Nine)Dix (Ten)To learn more about the French words for counting, check out our complete guide: Days & Months In FrenchUnlike English, French days and months are not capitalized unless they begin a sentence. Also, when speaking about days in French, you'll often need to use articles (le, les) before them. For instance, when saying "on Monday," you'd say "le lundi."
FrenchEnglishLundiMondayMardiTuesdayMercrediWednesdayJeudiThursdayVendrediFridaySamediSaturdayDimancheSundayJanvierJanuaryFévrierFebruaryMarsMarchAvrilAprilMaiMayJuinJuneJuilletJulyAotutAugustSeptembreSeptemberOctobreOctoberNovembreNovemberDécembreDecember Want to learn these words better? We highly recommend reading French books, watching French films, and listening to French music to see and hear vocabulary in action. This approach can also help you remember
words more effectively.Weather Terms In FrenchFrench weather expressions often use the verb "faire" (to make/do) rather than "étre" (to be), which is different from English. For example, instead of saying "it is hot," French says "il fait chaud" (literally "it makes hot"). Do note too that weather discussions typically start with "Quel temps fait-il?" (What's the weather like?) or more informally, "Il fait quel temps?" French ExpressionEnglish Meaningll fait chaudlt's hotll fait froidIt's coldll pleutlt's rainingll neigelt's
snowingll fait beault's beautiful (nice weather)Il fait mauvaislt's bad weatherll fait du soleillt's sunnyll fait du ventlt's windyll fait fraisIt's coolll fait humidelt's humidlIl y a des nuagesThere are cloudsll y a du brouillardThere's fogll fait orageuxIt's stormyll gelelt's freezingll grélelt's hailingll fait douxIt's mildLe ciel est couvertThe sky is overcastll fait lourdIt's muggyll y a des éclairciesThere are clear spellsLe temps est variableThe weather is changeable Question Words In FrenchQuestions are fundamental in any
language. Knowing the most common French words for asking questions will enable you to seek information and clarify doubts, making your communication more effective.These common French phrases will be crucial as you interact with French speakers.Qu'est-ce que c'est ? (What is it?)Ou ? (Where?)Quand ? (When?)Pourquoi ? (Why?)Comment ? (How?)Quelle heure est-il ? (What time is it?)Est-ce que...? (Is it...?)Transportation Vocabulary In FrenchThere's no denying that understanding transportation
vocabulary in French is crucial for traveling and navigating cities. Note that in French, different prepositions are used with transportation: "en" for enclosed vehicles (en bus, en voiture) and "a" for more open forms of transport (a vélo, a pied). French TermEnglish MeaningLe métroSubway/UndergroundLe bus/L'autobusBusLe trainTrainLa voitureCarLe taxiTaxiLe véloBicycleL'avionAirplaneLe tramwayTramLe bateauBoatLa motoMotorcycleLe scooterScooterL'autocarCoachLe TGVHigh-speed trainLe
RERRegional express trainLa navetteShuttleLa gareTrain stationL'arrét de busBus stopL'aéroportAirportLe stationnementParkingLa stationStation When using public transportation in France, it's important to validate your ticket ("composter le billet") before boarding trains and keep your ticket until the end of your journey. More importantly, take note of the following station vocabulary: En retard - DelayedAnnulé - CancelledEn panne - Broken downPerturbé - DisruptedGreve - StrikeEmbouteillage - Traffic jamLe
quai - PlatformLa voie - TrackLe terminal - TerminalLes bagages - LuggageWant to ask for directions in French? Check out our guide!Accommodation Words In FrenchWhen traveling in French-speaking countries, knowing accommodation-related vocabulary is essential for booking rooms, checking in, and addressing any concerns during your stay. Whether you're staying at a hotel, hostel, or vacation rental, these terms and phrases will help you communicate your needs effectively. French TermEnglish
MeaningL'hotelHotelLa chambreRoomLa réceptionReception deskLa clé/carteKey/key cardLe litBedLa salle de bainsBathroomLe petit-déjeunerBreakfastL'ascenseurElevatorL'étageFloor (level)La climatisationAir conditioningLe wifiWiFiLe parkingParking lotLa réservationReservationL'auberge de jeunesseYouth hostelLe giteHoliday cottageLa locationRentalLe balconBalconyLa vueViewLe ménageHousekeepingLe service d'étageRoom service Food Vocabulary In FrenchFood and drink are significant parts of
French culture. Knowing these common French words will enrich your dining experience and make it easier to order food and drinks.These are some of the most enjoyable basic French words to learn, especially for food lovers.Le pain (Bread)Le fromage (Cheese)Le vin (Wine)L'eau (Water)La viande (Meat)Les légumes (Vegetables)Les fruits (Fruits)Le café (Coffee)Le thé (Tea)Shopping in French-speaking countries requires specific vocabulary for finding what you need, asking about prices, sizes, and handling
transactions. French TermEnglish MeaningLe magasinStore/ShopLa boutiqueBoutiqueLe marchéMarketLa caisseCash registerLes soldesSalesLe prixPriceLa tailleSizeLa couleurColorL'argentMoneyLa carte bancaireCredit/Debit cardLes espécesCashLe recuReceiptLa réductionDiscountL'essayageFitting roomLe remboursementRefundLe rayonDepartmentLe panierShopping basketLe caddieShopping cartLa vitrineShop windowL'étiquettePrice tag Basic French Words for PeopleUnderstanding the common French
words for people is essential for building basic sentences and engaging in conversation with a native French speaker.These words include terms for family members, friends, and general terms for individuals, helping you to describe and discuss people around you.L'homme (Man)La femme (Woman)Le gar¢on (Boy)La fille (Girl) L'ami (Friend, male)L'amie (Friend, female)French Words for ProfessionsLearning the most common French words for professions can help you in various scenarios, from talking about your
job to understanding others' professions.These basic French words will also assist in expanding your vocabulary related to daily life and work environments.Le médecin (Doctor)L'enseignant (Teacher, male)L'enseignante (Teacher, female)L'ingénieur (Engineer)Le cuisinier (Cook, male)La cuisiniére (Cook, female)Parts of the House and Furniture in FrenchDescribing your surroundings is a practical skill in any language.Learning French words for parts of the house and furniture will help you speak about your
home environment and understand others when they do.La maison (House)La chambre (Bedroom)La cuisine (Kitchen)Le salon (Living room)La salle de bain (Bathroom)La table (Table)La chaise (Chair)Le lit (Bed)Places in FrenchBeing able to name various places is crucial for moving around and understanding directions.These common French words cover a range of locations you might visit or need to talk about. They are some of the most common French words used in everyday conversations.La ville (City)Le
village (Village)La rue (Street)Le restaurant (Restaurant)Le café (Cafe)L'école (School)Le magasin (Shop)La plage (Beach)Want to learn more? Take advantage of language learning resources and tools such as flashcards, vocabulary apps, and online courses.Animals & Nature Vocabulary in FrenchNature and animals are popular topics in everyday discussions and travel. Learning these common words will help you appreciate and talk about the natural world in French.A simple French word from this list that
enrich your vocabulary and make conversations more interesting.Le chat (Cat)Le chien (Dog)L'oiseau (Bird)Le poisson (Fish)L'arbre (Tree)La fleur (Flower)La mer (Sea)La montagne (Mountain)Le soleil (Sun)La lune (Moon)La terre (Earth)FAQsHere are also some of the most frequently asked questions relating to learning French vocabularyTo have a basic conversation in French, you typically need to know around 500 to 1,000 words. This vocabulary range includes common French words and phrases that cover
everyday topics, allowing you to understand and participate in simple dialogues with native speakers.Learning these essential words will significantly improve your French skills and enable you to communicate effectively in various situations, such as ordering in French restaurants or asking for directions.What simple words are taught in French in the first lesson?In the first lesson when you learn French, you are usually introduced to basic French words and phrases such as "bonjour" (hello), "merci" (thank you),
"oui" (yes), and "non" (no).These simple words are foundational and help new learners start speaking French right away. Also, you might learn how to introduce yourself with "je m'appelle" (my name is) and ask basic questions like "comment ¢a va?" (how are you?).How many words for B2 in French?To achieve a B2 level in French, you typically need to know around 4,000 to 5,000 words. This vocabulary allows you to understand and engage in more complex conversations and read a variety of texts with ease.How
can I learn French fast?To learn French quickly, immerse yourself in the language through intensive practice. This includes:Daily Practice: Spend at least 30 minutes to an hour each day learning French.Language Apps: Use language learning apps for structured lessons and practice.Media Consumption: Watch French TV shows, movies, and listen to French music and podcasts.Speaking Practice: Engage in conversations with native speakers or language exchange partners.How can I practice French words?
Practicing French vocabulary can be effective and enjoyable with these methods:Flashcards: Create or use digital flashcards to regularly review new words.Reading: Read books, articles, and news in French to see words in context.Writing: Write daily journals or short stories using new vocabulary.Language Games: Use apps and games designed to reinforce vocabulary through repetition and context.Speaking: Incorporate new words into conversations with native speakers or fellow learners.Summing Up: 100
Basic Essential Words in the French Language Learning the most common French phrases will give you a solid foundation to start speaking French.Engaging with French vocabulary through practical categories such as greetings, numbers, and common questions can help you navigate daily conversations more effectively.Remember, practice is key, and immersing yourself in the French language and culture will significantly enhance your language-learning journey.To further boost your French skills, why not try
a fun and interactive way to learn? Sign up for a free trial with Lingopie today and immerse yourself in the French language through movies and TV shows. It's a great way to learn new words and phrases in context, and it's also fun.Bon apprentissage! Understanding the size and scope of a language is fundamental to comprehending its complexities and capabilities. The number of words in a language can offer insights into its richness, its evolution, and its potential for expression. How Many Words Are There in
the French Language? The question of how many words exist in the French language is a surprisingly complex one. There isn’t a definitive answer, as the number fluctuates constantly due to the dynamic nature of language. Factors Influencing Word Count Several factors contribute to the difficulty in pinpointing an exact number: New Words: Language is constantly evolving, with new words being coined and adopted regularly. Regional Variations: French has numerous dialects and regional variations, each with
its own unique vocabulary. Technical Jargon: Specialized fields like science and technology generate new terminology. Borrowed Words: French has borrowed words from other languages throughout history, further expanding its lexicon. Despite these challenges, estimates suggest that the French language encompasses somewhere between 100,000 and 1 million words, depending on the criteria used to define a “word”. How Many Words Are There in the French Language? Determining the exact number of
words in any language, including French, is a complex task. Language is constantly evolving, with new words being created and old words falling out of use. Dictionaries strive to capture a snapshot of the language at a given time, but they can never be truly comprehensive. (See Also: What Was The Language Of Mesopotamia) Factors Affecting Word Count Several factors contribute to the difficulty of pinpointing a precise word count for French: New Word Formation: French, like all languages, constantly
generates new words through processes like compounding, derivation, and borrowing. Regional Variations: Different regions of France and French-speaking countries have their own dialects and vocabulary. Formal vs. Informal Language: The number of words used in formal writing will differ from the words used in everyday conversation. Technical and Specialized Jargon: Fields like science, medicine, and technology have their own specialized vocabularies that are constantly expanding. Estimates and
Dictionaries Despite these challenges, lexicographers have made estimates about the size of the French vocabulary. The prestigious Le Robert dictionary, for example, claims to contain over 100,000 entries. Other comprehensive dictionaries may have slightly different counts. Beyond Dictionaries: The Living Language It’s important to remember that dictionaries are just one source of information about a language. The true richness and complexity of French lie in its dynamic nature and the countless ways it is
used by speakers every day. Recap While there is no definitive answer to the question of how many words are in the French language, estimates suggest a vast vocabulary of over 100,000 words. The constantly evolving nature of language, regional variations, and the distinction between formal and informal usage make it impossible to arrive at an exact figure. The true beauty of French lies in its fluidity and adaptability, reflecting the creativity and ingenuity of its speakers. (See Also: Why Is Spanish Considered A
Romance Language) Frequently Asked Questions About the French Language How many words are in the French language? There isn’t a definitive answer to how many words are in the French language. Estimates vary widely depending on factors like what counts as a “word” (including variations, technical terms, regionalisms, etc.) and how the vocabulary is measured. Some sources suggest there are around 100,000 common words, while others estimate over a million words in total. Is French a vocabulary-rich
language? Yes, French is considered a vocabulary-rich language. It has a vast historical and cultural influence, borrowing words from Latin, Greek, and other languages. This has resulted in a diverse and expressive vocabulary. How does the French vocabulary compare to English? French and English share a significant amount of vocabulary due to their common Latin roots. However, French tends to have more nuanced and specialized terms in certain areas like literature, art, and philosophy. Are there many
slang words in French? Like any language, French has its share of slang words and expressions. These can vary greatly depending on region, age group, and social context. (See Also: How Many Alphabets In Hawaiian Language) How can I learn more French vocabulary? There are many resources available for learning French vocabulary, including textbooks, online courses, language learning apps, and immersion experiences. Focusing on common words and phrases, using flashcards, and practicing with native
speakers are effective strategies. When it comes to learning French, there are suggestions aplenty for acquiring vocabulary. You're probably bombarded with a ton of vocabulary already.But which words do you actually need to know? How many words do you really need to communicate effectively in French? To be “proficient” in French it’s around 5,000 words, but the answer is very nuanced, as we’re about to see.Contents What Constitutes a Word?Before we talk about how many words the French language
has, we should try to unpack what a “word” is first. It seems like a simple enough concept, but in a language learning context where you’re aiming to learn a certain number of words to become fluent in your target language, things get a bit tricky.See, one problem that learners of French (or languages in general) encounter is that the definition of a “word” varies. This makes it hard to quantify how many words a learner already knows versus how many words they should know in a language.On one hand, a word
can be seen as a distinct unit that has its own spelling and/or pronunciation. For example, take the words fille (girl) and filles (girls) in French. These could be regarded as separate words because, even though they’re pronounced the same, they have different meanings and are spelled differently.On the other hand, these two words are actually from the same “root” word and in the same “word family.” In other words, filles (girls) is just a variant (in this case, the plural form) of fille (girl). Both instances simply
constitute two variants of the same word. It’s easier to learn “roots” or “word families,” especially in the case of nouns, adjectives and verbs where one “word” may have dozens of variants such as verb conjugations, plurals and gender agreements.French further complicates word counting because one word may have multiple meanings. For example, personne can mean both “person” and “no one.”For our purposes, we're going to say that variants constitute the same root word and that a word can have multiple
meanings. In other words, when figuring out word goals, learners should count a word and all its variants as a single word. How Many Words in the French Language Should You Learn?Now that we’ve decided what constitutes a word, we need to figure out how many words a French learner should know to get by in everyday French conversations. To do that, let’s look at some statistics about the French language—starting with the French dictionary Larousse, which is often considered one of the best (if not the
best) in the language.According to Larousse, the French language has approximately 135,000 words—but you don’t have to know all of them. In fact, one BBC article says that native speakers usually know 15,000 to 20,000 lemmas (i.e., word variants) of their first language.So, what does all this mean? Well, first of all, you don’t need to learn all the words in the French language—even native French speakers don’t know them all.You don’t even have to know 20,000 words, either. Given that a big part of those
15,000-20,000 words are vocabulary that speakers don’t use in day-to-day speech (a.k.a. passive vocabulary), French learners should focus on growing their active vocabulary (the words that you can recall easily when speaking or writing). And that’s the good news!According to the BBC article I cited above, if you know the most common 800 to 1,000 word variants in your target language, you can already understand at least 75 percent of that language as it’s used by native speakers. And if you want to
understand spoken French through media like films or TV, you should know at least 3,000 common word variants. For those who want to take it further and read French works like books and news articles, your target should go up to between 8,000 and 9,000 lemmas.If 9,000 word variants sounds intimidating, keep in mind that the spike in the numbers is largely due to the fact that many writers tend to use words you’d normally not use in real life. (I know I've had to look up words that I read in an English novel
now and then!)Therefore, applying the law of averages, to be “proficient” in French, you should have around 5,000 words in your active vocabulary. Getting to 5,000 Words of Active VocabularyReaching a vocabulary of 5,000 words can still be a daunting task. But never fear! A step-by-step process is here.When growing your vocabulary, you should learn new words strategically.Aim to learn the most common words in the language. You can do this by consulting some of the frequency lists included below. A
frequency list is a collection of words that compiles the most common words by how often they are used. I also suggest using topic-specific vocabulary lists to learn vocabulary catered to your specific learner’s needs.Remember, a good active vocabulary consists of the most useful words for your purpose. There’s no sense in learning the French word for “limited liability partnership” if you’re not likely to be in a situation where you’d need to say it. If you're planning to work for a French accounting firm or financial
institution, on the other hand, you’d definitely need to brush up on your business French. Your First 1,000 WordsYour first 1,000 acquired words should focus on the most common, everyday words and expressions in the French language. This includes knowing articles such as “the” and “a” (as well as their rules and usage), greetings and common vocabulary from everyday topics such as food, colors, the household, travel, etc.You should also aim to familiarize yourself with grammar during this stage of vocabulary
acquisition. Remember, you want to learn these words in context. Learning the word table (table) without knowing that it’s feminine and takes the articles la (the) and une (a) will only cause problems later down the road.For specific vocabulary lists on common topics, I suggest you check out the following:Ielanguages French: This website has some of the most common vocabulary and grammar constructions in French sorted into topics and tutorials. It also has one of the best lists to consult if you're a beginner
and have no previous knowledge of French.101Languages: 101Languages has compiled a list of the most common 1,000 words used in French. This list can be downloaded for easy access on your computer, tablet or phone. It includes variants as separate words so it would be most useful to learn each word in the context of their examples. The top 100 words have audio files for pronunciation help.Memrise: Memrise has a frequency list of the most common 5,000 words in French, which is ideal for learners. This
list doesn’t include variants, so learners should know enough about grammar to know how a word functions in a multitude of contexts such as verb conjugations, gender, plural agreement rules and more. Reaching 2,500 WordsBy the halfway point to a strong active vocabulary, learners should have moved away from the most common French words. Instead, now is the time to learn vocabulary that will allow the learner to achieve their goals with the French language.Do you plan to shop in a Francophone
community? Learn shopping vocabulary. Do you plan to work? Focus on business French. Want to live in France permanently? Study informal French so you’ll have an easier time interacting with and making friends with the locals.Learners should also be actively accessing French media and recording unknown words they come across. By doing this, learners can experience French “in the wild.” Remember that the French language isn’t confined to a word list: it’s an ever-changing language. Try following French
news or listening to French music to see French in its natural environment.Another top tip is to start expanding your knowledge of conjunctions (also known as transition words). This step will help you piece together words more fluently and add a higher fluidity to your usage of your French vocabulary.For some top tips on how to achieve this, check out the video below. An Active Vocabulary of 5,000 WordsWith a 5,000-word active vocabulary, learners should be able to understand and use more and more French
every day. Better yet, since you’'ve probably come across a lot of French words at this point, you should have a considerable passive vocabulary as well—which should be much larger than 5,000 words.Like with 2,500 words, learners should use the last stretch to further specialize their vocabulary. This doesn’t mean a learner should ignore common, everyday words. But again, focusing on goals can lead you toward the appropriate direction.Learners should work with advanced vocabulary lists. Luckily,

Wiktionary has a collection of advanced frequency word lists—some even reaching 50,000 words (which include word variants, by the way). Who said you have to stop at 5,000 words? The sky’s the limit!Well, the limit is actually 135,000 words, but I wouldn’t be worried about exhausting all those words any time soon. Why Vocabulary Size MattersBeing aware of how many words you need to know in your target language is a real concern for learners like you.While aiming to know a certain number of words
shouldn’t be the only goal when learning French, it’s useful to know how many words are needed to be “proficient” or “fluent” in the language.Instead of focusing on just a number, your goal should be to learn a certain number of words alongside grammatical rules for using said words in everyday situations. Because of this, it’s best to learn vocabulary in context. This means learning vocabulary from authentic materials—i.e., materials that native French speakers actually use and consume. This way, you're not
learning vocabulary in a vacuum: you get a pretty good idea of how natives actually use those words.Finally, learners should aim to grow their active vocabulary. Having a large active vocabulary allows you to express yourself accurately and concisely in most situations.So get your device or your flashcards ready. A bountiful active French vocabulary is within your reach! If you like learning French at your own pace and from the comfort of your device, I have to tell you about FluentU. FluentU makes it easier (and
way more fun) to learn French by making real content like movies and series accessible to learners. You can check out FluentU's curated video library, or bring our learning tools directly to Netflix or YouTube with the FluentU Chrome extension. One of the features I find most helpful is the interactive captions—you can tap on any word to see its meaning, an image, pronunciation, and other examples from different contexts. It’s a great way to pick up French vocab without having to pause and look things up
separately. FluentU also helps reinforce what you’ve learned with personalized quizzes. You can swipe through extra examples and complete engaging exercises that adapt to your progress. You'll get extra practice with the words you find more challenging and even be reminded you when it’s time to review! You can use FluentU on your computer, tablet, or phone with our app for Apple or Android devices. Click here to take advantage of our current sale! (Expires at the end of this month.) How many words are
there in French? That’s a question that I get asked all the time by my students. And, to be honest, I'm not really sure how to answer it. There are certainly a lot of words in French - but how many exactly, I can’t say for sure. Estimates vary, but some sources put the number at around 200,000 words. But it’s hard to know for sure, since new words are added all the time. So how do you figure out how many words there are in French? The best way is to just start learning them! With a little practice and exposure,
you’'ll start picking up new words all the time. And before you know it, you’ll be Speaking like a native in no time! So what are you waiting for? Start learning French today! There are a few different types of French words that you need to know about. First, there are basic words, which are the most common words in the language. These are the words that you’ll see and use the most. Then there are compound words, which are basically two or more words joined together to form a new word. Compound words can
be especially tricky to learn, but once you get the hang of them, they’re really not that bad. Finally, there are idiomatic expressions - which are basically groups of words that have a specific meaning that can’t be translated literally into English. Idiomatic expressions can be a little tough to get your head around at first, but with a little practice, you’ll be using them like a pro in no time. Do you like learning French with videos? Receive our free video newsletter every Friday in your e-mail box. You will get 3 “Tips
& Tricks” on grammar, vocabulary, phonetics or French culture. Sign up now! We can also classify words according to their nature. There are common nouns, proper nouns, adjectives, adverbs, verbs, pronouns, determiners, prepositions and conjunctions. It can be things, people, abstract concepts. Examples: une table, un policier, le bonheur... The proper name is derived from the common name but has the particularity of designating something unique. It is then written with a capital letter at the beginning of
the word. Examples: la France, Christian, Chanel... Tips: Be careful, when you read a text, to use capital letters. This will give you a lot of information to understand what we are talking about. For example, what is the difference between these words : hexagone vs. Hexagone ? The first - hexagone - refers to the geometric shape that has six sides. The second one - Hexagone - which is written with a capital letter, is used to designate France. It gives additional information about the name. Examples: gentil, grand,
petit, vert, riche... French adverbs allow to complete a sentence or to modify a verb or an adjective. Examples: hier, vite, lentement, demain, jamais... It is the word that is conjugated in the sentence. The French verbs is the one that gives the information of the action that is performed. Examples: manger, dormir, danser, lire, faire... Be careful with conjugations! The conjugations will allow you to situate the action in time (past, present, future) but also in its possibilities of realization (Sure? Indicative and all its
tenses. Uncertain? The conditional tense. Subjective? The subjunctive. Etc.) It allows to replace the name. There are all kinds of pronouns in French language: subject pronouns, complement pronouns, relative pronouns... Examples: Je, lui, toi, dont... It introduces the noun and indicates the gender (masculine/feminine) and number (singular/plural) of the noun. Among the determiners, we distinguish : the indefinite articles. Ex: un, une, des... the definite articles. Ex: le, la, les... the demonstrative determiners. Ex:
ce, cette, ces... the possessive determiners. Ex: mon, son, leurs... the numerical determiners. Ex: trois, six, cent, mille... Be careful: When you use an article, remember to agree the noun and the adjective. That is, put a final -e if it is feminine and an -s when it is plural. They precede noun phrases or infinitive verbs. Prepositions are used to mark the function of words in the sentence. They usually announce a complement and precise which kind of complement. Prepositions link a word or a group of words with the
verb or other words. Examples: a, de, par, avec, sous... They are used to link groups of words together. Among the conjunctions, we distinguish : Coordinating conjunctions. Ex: mais, ou, et, donc, or, ni, car Subordinating conjunctions. Ex: comme, lorsque, puisque, quand... So there you have it - some of the different types of French words that you need to know about. Whether you’'re a beginner or an advanced learner, these tips will help you improve your vocabulary and become fluent in no time! According to
The Incomplete Encyclopedia, the 600 most frequently used words make up 90% of any French text. The remaining 10% represent thousands of additional words! On average, 600 different words are used every day by an individual. In the list of these words, we find: blue, super, bizarre for adjectives. Among the most used nouns, we find help, chief, child. As for verbs, we often use accept, abandon, love, buy... The Incomplete Encyclopedia Your priority for learning the French language, to be as optimal as
possible, should be the following: prepositions, conjunctions, pronouns, determiners verbs, adverbs, adjectives nouns This way, you will be able to construct logical, complex sentences, even if you don’t have an excellent level of French yet. And you will see that you will take more and more pleasure in using French and speaking French. So there you have it, my dear students - a crash course in French words! I hope this has given you a little taste of the vast lexicon that awaits you in the language. Of course,
there’s much more to learn, but with me as your guide, I'm confident you'll be able to make quick progress. Remember: start by learning the most common French words and then move on to the more specialized vocabulary. With a bit of hard work and dedication, I know you’ll be speaking like a native in no time! Au revoir ® 100,000, 300, 1,000. Or is it 12,345? How many words do you think you need to know to understand 80% of French texts? How important is it to learn the most common French words first?
The answer may surprise you! That’s a tricky question! To start with, what do you consider a word? Some words have several definitions. Take the French word “plus” for example. It means “more”, or the opposite “no more”. And it’s far from being an isolated case. Le Grand Robert de la langue francgaise, one of the biggest French dictionaries contains 100,000 words and 350,000 definitions. This means that each word has an average of 3 definitions. Scary, right? Luckily you don’t need to learn all these words
and definitions to become conversational. You speak English fluently, but if you open an English dictionary, I am sure you’ll find many unknown words. Words like entomophagy, adscititious, orrery and doryphore. You don’t know these words because you never needed them (and most likely never will). The same is true in French. According to I’encyclopédie Incompléte, the same 600 French words represent 90% of words used in common French texts. That’s very few of course and you can’t expect to understand
everything with such a limited vocabulary but it’s enough to understand most of what people talk and write about in everyday situations. While you need very few words to get by on a trip to France and order food in a restaurant, you’ll need thousands of words to fully understand all the wonderful nuances of the French language. That’s when the Pareto Principle comes in handy. Vilfredo Pareto was an Italian economist famous for the principle he formulated, also known as the 80-20 rule. Applied to languages,
the Pareto principle means that 20% of words are used in 80% of conversations. These numbers are not perfectly accurate, however, they highlight something important. You should make it a priority to learn the most common French words because these are the words you will find in 80% of conversations. In the case of the French language, these are the 600 most used French words that account for 90% of words used in most French texts. These are the words conversational French courses like French
Together focus on. You could argue that knowing a list of words isn’t enough to speak French fluently. And you would be right. Knowing many French words is useless if you don’t know how to use these words and create sentences. That’s why I recommend you to always learn sentences, not words. This way you know how to use the words in real-life situations and get used to the grammar of the French language at the same time. The best way to do that is to use a conversational French course like French
Together because it teaches you the most common French words in the context of real-life conversations. How many words do you think you need to know to speak French fluently? I look forward to reading your comment! About Benjamin Houy View all posts by Benjamin Houy | Website Updated: 1 July, 2023 by Mylene in French Vocabulary m English Francais The number of words in French is not relevant to telling us the level of fluency of a person in the language. No doubt that some words are a lot more
valuable than other words, simply because they’'re used much more often. In this article, I'm going to discuss the following question: Larousse and Le Robert, the two well-known french dictionaries, contain around 60,000 words and 300,000 definitions. This means that each word has an average of 5 definitions. Scary, right? This blog answers the question that many of you are asking regarding improving your ability to communicate effectively in French. First, let’s talk about the definition of a word. A word is a
sound or series of sounds that symbolizes and communicates a meaning. Chat and chats are two different words. The number of words a person knows is one of the most reliable indicators of his/her current level. Assuming, of course, that you learn the right words. Indeed memorizing all the names of countries in French is nice, or retaining French words used in cooking is wonderful. It might be helpful when playing Scrabble but will that be truly helpful for you to communicate effectively? Let’s put aside the
number of words in dictionaries and get interested in how many words do we use. I'm French and, of course, my vocabulary doesn’t reach 60,000 words! Typically native speakers know 15,000 to 20,000-word families according to this BBC article. Vilfredo Pareto was an Italian economist famous for the principle he formulated, also known as the 80-20 rule. Applied to language learning, the Pareto principle means that 20% of the words are used in 80% of the conversations. Hu and Nation (1992) found that a
vocabulary of 5,000 words was needed to read short, non-trivial novels (for pleasure). You don’t have to learn 60,000, 30,000, or 10,000 words to be able to understand a French conversation! If you want to reach an upper-intermediate level, you need to know 5,000 words. It is estimated that you have to learn 5000 words to be fluent in French. Be selective and learn the 5000 most used words in French! Think about it. Some words are more valuable than others. For example, it’s better to know the word “manger”
than the word “fulminer”. Do you want my advice? There are many French words that are commonly used in English every day and sometimes English speakers don’t realize that they are speaking with French words. Here are a few French words used in English: Passion Suggestion Nature Intelligent It is estimated that up to 30% of the English vocabulary is influenced by the French language. For instance, words like Accident, Nature, Impossible, Intelligent are the same words in English and French. They are
called cognates. To find more words that are similar in English and in French you can read French words used in English. The best indicator of fluency is that you can speak to native speakers easily with no difficulty. So what are you waiting for? But... knowing too many French words will be useless if you don’t know how to use these words and use them to create sentences. You need to 1) improve your grammar, 2) your pronunciation and 3) your listening skills when speaking with native speakers! Linguistic
studies have shown that an average French person uses 3000 words on a daily basis. This is the active vocabulary. Yet an average adult can understand many more words by reading or listening but he does not use these words on a daily basis: this is passive vocabulary. An average adult can understand some 30,000 words of passive vocabulary. It is therefore necessary to manage to transform this passive vocabulary into an active vocabulary. Now that you know how many words in French to be fluent, I
recommend that you go and explore more on this topic. Learn more useful French vocabulary by reading the beginner’s guide to learn French vocabulary. Subscribe to my YouTube channel where you can find many French lessons in videos so that you can practice and improve your listening skills. In Master Your French online French courses I teach the most common French words in the context of real-life conversations. This course is the best way to improve these 3 skills. In addition, if you’d like you can book a
private coaching session in order to learn and to practice French. Mylene RaadLanguage Coach, Expert in French Pronunciation.View all posts | Twitter The English language is very commonly used, with around 360 million native speakers worldwide and an additional 880 million who speak English as a second language. English is generally referred to as a global language, because so many people are familiar with it or use it in their everyday lives. As English vocabulary is so vast, assigning an exact number to
the amount of words it includes is very difficult. As a rough guide, the Oxford English Dictionary offers 600,000 definitions; however the true number is probably higher as it comprises slang words, adopted foreign words, obscure technical terms and newly created words like ‘selfie’. Scientists regularly carry out research into how many words are in the average English speaker’s vocabulary. Currently most linguists agree that the majority of English speakers use around 50,000 words on a regular basis, but a
more educated person may use up to 75,000. These figures are influenced by a person’s education, but also whether or not they read books and newspapers. The French language is one of the most commonly spoken languages in the world, with somewhere in the region of 80 million native speakers. Moreover, it is one of the most popular second languages for people to acquire, and it is estimated that there are in excess of 200 million French speakers in total. Although the majority of French words are derived
from either Vulgar Latin or Classical Latin, the language itself has continued to evolve over the course of several centuries, as circumstances change, new technology emerges and new words are coined. Furthermore, there are dozens of known dialects spread across the globe. As a result, it is difficult to accurately state how many words exist within the French language. Many French dictionaries estimate somewhere in the region of 60,000 words, but Le Grand Robert de la langue Francaise currently contains
around 100,000 words and 350,000 definitions, covering the different uses of those words. Of course, things become even more complicated when you take into account slang words within the French language. Many of these words cannot be considered part of official French writing and will not be found in a dictionary, yet they are an integral part of the vocabulary of almost all French speakers with native competence. Regardless of the precise number of words in the French language, it is not necessary to
know all of them in order to speak French to a very high standard. In fact, most experts agree you only need a fraction of them to speak the language fluently. So how many words do French speakers really use? If you apply the Pareto principle to the French language, roughly 20 percent of French words make up 80 percent of conversations, but in reality, the number of necessary words is likely to be far, far lower. Some French language teachers claim that it is possible to hold everyday conversations with
knowledge of just 300 of the most common French words. If we take the 100,000 figure offered by Le Grand Robert de la langue Francaise, that would mean you would require knowledge of just 0.3 percent of all French words to communicate effectively. In truth, the 300 words figure is somewhat misleading, because it only counts base forms of words and also ignores the entire concept of a passive vocabulary - words that you understand and recognise, but never actually use yourself. Nevertheless, according to
I’encyclopédie Incompléte, the same 600 words account for roughly 90 percent of all words used in common French texts, so the basic idea carries some credibility. Knowing the 300 most common French words is a solid base, and knowing 600 will allow you to understand the majority of words in the majority of sentences. In most cases, it will then be possible to fill in any blanks through contextual awareness. However, it is estimated that a truly fluent French speaker knows around 3,000 words. ANSWERS: 4
Perryman Tough to say, but consisder this, it is estimated that in a typical French dictionary there are about 35,000 words. Of those words, roughly 12 percent (4,200) of common French words are of foreign origin. Chris Hansen There are three words in the French language-"the", "French" and "language" :) bruceytom If you pick up the book "Essential French Grammar" you will find a list of useful English/French cognates. If your English vocab is quite good, you already know over 3,000 French words. You will
need to remove their baseball cap and replace it with a beret, but they are there. Thank you, William the Conqueror and your Norman buddies. Takei-Shihan My multilingual translation dictionary database has 312,908 words in the French dictionary, and I doubt if that is ALL of them.




