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The Dead Summary & Study Guide includes comprehensive information and analysis to help you understand the book. This study guide contains the following sections: This detailed literature summary also contains Bibliography on The Dead by James Joyce. James Joyce wrote "The Dead" in 1907, three years after writing the fourteen other stories
that were eventually published with it in his collection entitled Dubliners (1914). "The Dead" is the last story in the collection, and it unites the themes found in the earlier stories. In his book, Joyce wanted to give the history of Ireland. The prominent characteristic he saw in Ireland, and particularly in Dublin, was the spiritual paralysis of its people.
The plot of "The Dead" presents the thoughts and actions of one man, Gabriel Conroy, on a night he and his wife attend a party given by his two aunts. With its meticulous detail, the story is realistic in style, focusing less on great events than on subtle symbolism. Conroy is presented as a rather awkward, condescending, and self-absorbed man, but he
later has a moment of self-realization when his wife tells him about a relationship she had as a young girl with a youth who loved her passionately. Joyce does not make it clear, however, what kind of change Gabriel's revelation, or epiphany, brings in him. Critics disagree as to whether this change involves an acceptance of his own self-consciousness
or whether he has a moment of spiritual growth, becoming a more compassionate and humane person. The story has many characters and a number of references to the dead, and many of the characters are based on people Joyce knew—his friends and family members. A great deal of critical attention has been given to the story over the years since it
was published. Read more from the Study Guide 6 min read The Dead by James Joyce is one of the most haunting short stories ever written. Read it - and we guarantee you that you’ll end up listening “The Lass of Aughrim” on repeat. Already curious? Who Should Read “The Dead”? And Why? If you have never read anything from Joyce - shame on
you if that’s the case! - then “The Dead” (available here) is the best place to start. If you're keen on high literature, we’'re almost certain that the story will get you hooked up on Joyce! If that’s the case, then move on to reading the rest of the short stories in “Dubliners,” after which you should be all but prepared for “A Portrait of the Artist as a Young
Man.” And then - on to the mountaintop: “Ulysses.” (We’ve never read “Finnegans Wake” either. And we don’t think we’ll ever be prepared for that. But, who knows?) James Joyce Biography James Joyce was an Irish author, widely regarded as the most important modernist and the most influential writer of the past century. He is best known as the
author of “Ulysses,” but his other two novels, “A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man” and “Finnegans Wake,” are critically acclaimed as well, the latter one still an untranslatable puzzle for numerous fascinated readers. His short story collection, “Dubliners,” (from where “The Dead” comes) is also universally revered. Plot The main protagonist of
“The Dead,” Gabriel Conroy is a professor and a part-time book reviewer, married to Gretta. At the beginning of the story, the couple arrives late to the annual Christmas “dance and dinner” party, traditionally hosted by Gabriel’s aunts, Kate and Julia Morkan, who all but adore their nephew. Gabriel has a rather awkward encounter with Lily, the
caretaker’s daughter, after which he goes upstairs and joins the party. He is a bit anxious about the speech he is obliged to give, especially in light of the fact that he has opted for using some academic references he fears may be too much for his audience. Soon after, Freddy Malins, a friend of Gabriel, arrives, and - as everybody is all but sure even
before his arrival - he is drunk. Aunt Kate asks Gabriel to help him and make sure that he is all right; Gabriel obliges. The party moves on, and, during the piano performance of Mary Jane Morkan (Kate and Julia Morkan’s niece), Gabriel is paired up in a dance with Miss Ivors, an Irish nationalist. She scolds him for publishing a weekly literary column
in the “The Daily Express,” a Unionist newspaper, embarrassing Gabriel by labeling him a “West Briton,” i.e., someone who supports the cause of an English-ruled Ireland. Gabriel adamantly refuses the designation, but seemingly has no arguments to back his position, especially after declining a summer visit to the Aran Islands for a trip to “France or
Belgium or perhaps Germany.” - And why do you go to France and Belgium, said Miss Ivors, instead of visiting your own land? - Well, said Gabriel, it’s partly to keep in touch with the languages and partly for a change. - And haven’t you your own language to keep in touch with - Irish? asked Miss Ivors. - Well, said Gabriel, if it comes to that, you
know, Irish is not my language. When pressed further, Gabriel tells Miss Ivors that he’s sick of his own country, and when he offers no reason for his detestation, Miss Ivors whispers “West Briton” into his ear once again. Needless to say, this encounter leaves a bitter taste in the mouth of Gabriel which doesn’t go away for the rest of the evening. In
fact, the feeling becomes even worse after Gabriel tries recounting the story to his wife, who, in turn, expresses a desire to visit her childhood home of Galway. Gabriel retreats to himself and starts thinking about his speech and the snow outside, contemplating “how much more pleasant it would be [outside] than at the supper-table!” After Julia
Morkan sings a song for the guests, and Miss Ivors surprisingly decides to leave (to the relief of Gabriel), it is announced that the dinner is ready. Gabriel assumes his place at the head of the table and carves the goose. The guests dine while discussing music and monks. Once most of them are full, Gabriel can finally begin his speech, in which he
compares his aunts and Mary Jane with the three Graces from Greek mythology, praising the values of Irish hospitality in this “skeptical and... thought-tormented age.” The speech ends with a toast to the hosts and a rendition of “For they are jolly gay fellows.” As the guests begin to leave, Gabriel recounts an anecdote about the horse of his
grandfather, which supposedly went on walking in circles even when taken out of the mill. After finishing his story and while preparing to leave, Gabriel realizes that his wife is transfixed by the sound of “The Lass of Aughrim,” sung by Bartell D’Arcy, a famous and retired tenor, in the drawing room. Gretta remains thoughtful even after she and her
husband leave for the hotel where they are staying for the night. Gabriel’s excitement and expectations are shattered into smithereens when, instead of replying to his advances, Gretta bursts into tears. When pressed by Gabriel about the reason behind them, Gretta claims that she is thinking about “The Lass of Aughrim” and “a person long ago who
used to sing that song.” And that person is Michael Furey, “a delicate boy” who died at the age of 17 while courting Gretta in the winter and in the rain, though already sick and pale: I was in my grandmother’s house in Nuns’ Island, packing up, and I heard gravel thrown up against the window. The window was so wet I couldn’t see, so I ran
downstairs as I was and slipped out the back into the garden and there was the poor fellow at the end of the garden, shivering... I implored of him to go home at once and told him he would get his death in the rain. But he said he did not want to live. I can see his eyes as well as well! He was standing at the end of the wall where there was a tree. After
finishing her story, Gretta falls asleep. The Dead Epilogue Gabriel is shocked that only now he hears for the first time of something so significant in the life of his wife: “a man had died for her sake.” As he watches Gretta sleeping, he starts musing philosophically about death and the dead, and about his own mortality, and his eyes are suddenly filled
with “generous tears.” A few light taps make him turn to the window. He stares outside: It had begun to snow again. He watched sleepily the flakes, silver and dark, falling obliquely against the lamplight. The time had come for him to set out on his journey westward. Yes, the newspapers were right: snow was general all over Ireland. It was falling on
every part of the dark central plain, on the treeless hills, falling softly upon the Bog of Allen and, farther westward, softly falling into the dark mutinous Shannon waves. It was falling, too, upon every part of the lonely churchyard on the hill where Michael Furey lay buried. It lay thickly drifted on the crooked crosses and headstones, on the spears of
the little gate, on the barren thorns. His soul swooned slowly as he heard the snow falling faintly through the universe and faintly falling, like the descent of their last end, upon all the living and the dead. Like this summary? We’d like to invite you to download our free 12 min app, for more amazing summaries and audiobooks. “The Dead PDF Quotes”
Why is it that words like these seem dull and cold? Is it because there is no word tender enough to be your name? Click To Tweet Like the tender fires of stars moments of their life together, that no one knew of or would ever know of, broke upon and illuminated his memory. Click To Tweet Better pass boldly into that other world, in the full glory of
some passion, than fade and wither dismally with age. Click To Tweet He longed to be master of her strange mood. Click To Tweet His soul swooned softly as he heard the snow falling faintly through the universe and faintly falling, like the descent of their last end, upon all the living and the dead. Click To Tweet Our Critical Review Considered one of
the greatest short stories ever written by none other than T. S. Eliot, “The Dead” was just recently dubbed “about the finest short story in the English language.” And, believe us, it may as well be. In our opinion, there are only a few (here’s one of them) that have ever come even close. A masterpiece of the highest order! Learn more and more, in the
speed that the world demands. James Joyce published a series of short stories named “Dubliners” in 1914. In this collection of short stories, the final and longest story of the collection is named “The Dead”. James Joyce “The Dead” demonstrates the life of the Irish middle class in Dublin around the early 1900s. As the title suggests, death is a central
and prominent theme of the short story both literally and metaphorically.This theme of death is accompanied by is supported by multiple motifs and symbolism. James Joyce incorporates the use of color, light, Gabriel’s male pride, snow, the living versus the dead, the past versus the present, and nationalism to help emphasize this theme of death.
“The Dead” is seemingly centered around death, more importantly dead people and the legacy they leave behind. Most importantly Gretta’s old boyfriend Michael Furey. Gretta reveals to Gabriel that she was passionately in love with Michael Furey. Gretta then tells Gabriel that Michael Furey died out of love for Gretta. Gretta also reveals to Gabriel
that she has never fully achieved the same level of love and passion with another person since the death of Michael Furey. This idea absolutely terrifies Gabriel upon hearing it. “A vague terror seized Gabriel at this answer, as if, at that hour when he had hoped to triumph, some impalpable and vindictive being was coming against him, gathering
forces against him in its vague world.”(Joyce 782). Even though Michael Furey is dead, his legacy still lives on in the mind of Gretta. Upon hearing the song, Lass of Augrhim, Gretta immediately thinks of Michael Furey and his singing. This is what truly scares Gabriel as Michael Furey does not pose a physical threat but instead an emotional one. In
addition, the legacy of Gabriel’s mother is mentioned. Gabriel sees a woven picture made by his Aunt Julia. This embroidered picture reminds him of the embroidered waist coast given to him as a present by his mother. Gabriel then goes on to attribute his and Constantine success to his mother. “Thanks to her, Constantine was now senior curate in
Balbrigan and, thanks to her, Gabriel himself had taken his degree in the Royal University”(Joyce 762) Once again the legacy of the literal dead still lives on through Gabriel and his brother. Mr. Browne is indeed very much alive but his name and actions tell another story. Death is a very prevalent theme throughout “The Dead” and so is the idea of
the living dead. The color brown is often associated with death and the connection to Mr. Browne’s name is no coincidence.In addition to the obvious color association, Mr. Browne’s interactions with the guests at the party is another indication that Mr. Browne encapsulates the idea of the living dead. Mr. Browne escorts Miss Julia Morkan, whom is
the character closest to death, and jokingly announces “ Miss Julia Morkan, my latest discovery”(Joyce 776). This being symbolic of death and portraying Mr. Browne as an angel of death. In addition while Mr. Browne is outside Aunt Kate lowers her voice and exclaims “Browne is everywhere” another eerie symbolism of death and reference to a
popular phrase that death is everywhere (Joyce 773.) In James Joyce description of the party table the color references and symbolism is hard to overlook. As Gabriels complexion is referred to as pale there is a deep contrast to the colorful aspect of the dinner party. The cluster of color references such as “ two little minsters of jelly, red and yellow; a
shallow dish full of blocks of blancmange and red jam, a large green leaf-shaped dish with a stalk-shaped handle”(Joyce 768). reinforces the basic theme of the death between Gabriel and the elements of life around him. The dinner party is traditionally the best part of Irish culture and Gabriel instead does not eat with the guests but waits to eat after
them. Furthermore while Mr. Bartell D’Arcy is an outsider, his resale of wine is not accepted but Gabriel on the other hand rejects Aunt Julias pudding and gets away scot free. James Joyce also uses the symbolism of light throughout “The Dead”. In this case the absence of light leads to the eventual and total death of Gabriel’s and Gretta’s
relationship. Gabriel and Gretta leave and head back to their room but the porter explains there is a malfunctioning light switch. Gabriel cuts the porter’s apology short insisting “We have light enough from the street” and as “ a ghostly light from the street lamp lay in a long shaft from one window to the door”(Joyce 779). Gretta soon after confesses
her love for Michael Furey and ending any chance for the two to reconcile their differences. In another instance, as Gretta hears the song and is reminded of Michael Furey, Gabriel is in a dark hallway looking upwards towards Gretta. Gretta is listening to something he can not hear, The Lass of Aughrim. “He was in a dark part of the hall gazing up
the staircase. A woman was standing near the top of the first flight, in the shadow also. He could not see her face but he could see the terra-cotta and salmon-pink panels of her skirt which the shadow made appear black and white. It was his wife”(Joyce 775). Gretta hears the song that reminds her of Michael Furey and the love they shared together.
Gabriel in this instance can not see her face as its hidden in the darkness in the same way darkness will soon overshadow their love and relationship. We will write a unique paper on this topic for you! Place Order *No hidden charges Throughout “The Dead”, both Gabriel and Gretta often find themselves paralyzed and unable to control their lives due
to their overwhelming feelings of the past. Gretta allows her past feelings, of Michael Furey, to disrupt the relationship she has right now with Gabriel. On the other hand, Gabriel is looking back on the good moments with his relationship with Gretta. “ A wave of yet more tender joy escaped from his heart and went coursing in warm flood along his
arteries. Like the tender fire of stars moments of their life together, that no one knew of or would ever know of, broke upon and illumined his memory. He longed to recall to her those moments, to make her forget the years of their dull existence together and remember only their moments of ecstasy” (Joyce 778). Gretta is thinking of Michael Furey,
someone completely else and from a distant past, instead of thinking of the present. Gretta is caught up in her idealistic memories of someone and something she can never obtain again. Gabriel is strongly influenced by the interactions he has with the women throughout “The Dead” and Gabriel places a great deal of emphasis on how the women
react. Gabriel’s emphasis on masculinity and his hubris leads to the death of Gabriel’s original understanding of his relation to the world, including both the living and dead.This is not only limited to his wife, Gretta, but instead to all the female characters of the story. From the beginning Gabriel’s self esteem is undermined by the remarks of different
women. The caretaker’s daughter, Lily, is no longer the same young kid he once knew. Gabriel notices and points the changes in her complexion even stating ‘O, then,” said Gabriel gaily, ‘I suppose we’ll be going to your wedding one of these fine days with your young man, eh?”(Joyce 757). Lily gives him a look of disgust and bitterness for his
comments. Gabriel does not even realize his mistake and then trying to reconcile with Lily offers a coin from his pocket. Gabriel is treating Lily as an object and laying the foundation of how he treats women very early into the short story. Gabriel then gives us another example of how quickly he is emasculated when criticized by a women. A fellow
teacher, Molly Ivors, criticizes Gabriel for being a columnist in the nationalist paper called The Daily Express and then begins to question his patriotism for Ireland. ‘And haven’t you your own land to visit,” continued Miss Ivors, ‘that you know nothing of, your own people, and your own country?” (Joyce 763). This quickly angers Gabriel and does not
even answer her questions until Molly Ivors finally whispers into his ears “West Briton !”(Joyce 764). Gabriel quickly recedes back into a remote corner with Freddy Malian’s mother. James Joyce tells us “While her tongue rambled on Gabriel tried to banish from his mind all memory of the unpleasant incident with Miss Ivors”(Joyce 764). Gabriel
continued to try and rationalize his decision for writing a book review for a conservative paper stating he is not a conservative but rather he just has a love for books. Gabriel at the end of “The Dead” has come to an epiphany, that the only way to live a significant life after death is to leave an ever lasting impact on people. Gabriel realizes the impact
Michael Furey had on Gretta. Gabriel would rather die young for passion than to live a long, meaningless, boring life. Gabriel looks out at the snow and realizes that the cold and the numbest snow brings does not discriminate between the living and the dead. “His soul swooned slowly as he heard the snow falling faintly through the universe and
faintly falling, like the descent of their last end, upon all the living and the dead” (Joyce 784). Gabriel has come to the conclusion he has not found true love or even passion in his life, he laments about the creeping death of his Aunt and is afraid he is on track to live a meaningless life and therefore die a meaningless death. Gabriel realizes that death
is inevitable but some of the living, including Gabriel, have not really lived their life. Gabriel realizes there are people dead, like Michael Furey, but hold a greater place in the hearts of people than those living amongst them. Gabriel realizes just as he can not control or separate the living from the dead, he also can not separate the past from the
present. In James Joyce’s “The Dead” death is a central and prominent theme of the short story both literally and metaphorically.This theme of death is accompanied by is supported by multiple motifs and symbolism. James Joyce incorporates the use of color, light, Gabriel’s male pride, snow, the living versus the dead, the past versus the present, and
nationalism to help emphasize this underlying aspect and theme of death. Through the use of various symbols, imagery, and motifs James Joyce illustrates and illustrate the role of death and for the readers to come to the same epiphany experience by Gabriel. James Joyce wants his readers to realize that you are not destine for a meaningless life and
you can break the ritualistic life society expects you to follow. Like Gabriel you can awaken from your own illusions, break free from the slave of routine and separate yourself from those in society morally paralyzed.
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