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Feast	for	crows	pov	characters

The	POV	Characters	in	A	Song	of	Ice	and	Fire	POV	characters	in	A	Song	of	Ice	and	Fire	series	are	those	whose	perspective	the	story	is	told	from.	They	can	be	divided	into	three	broad	categories:	Prologue/Epilogue	POV	Characters	These	are	the	characters	whose	perspective	the	prologue	and	epilogue	chapters	of	each	book	have	been	told	from.	Only	A
Storm	of	Swords	and	A	Dance	with	Dragons	have	had	epilogues	so	far,	but	other	books	also	contain	prologues.	Every	prologue	and	epilogue	POV	character	has	perished	at	the	conclusion	of	their	chapter,	except	for	the	prologue	to	Storm	of	Swords	which	ends	with	the	character's	death	seemingly	imminent.	Major	POV	Characters	These	are	the	'main'
POVs	from	whom	the	bulk	of	the	story	has	been	related.	Their	names	are	displayed	simply	on	each	chapter.	Minor	POV	Characters	Introduced	in	A	Feast	for	Crows,	this	category	includes	POV	chapters	from	'minor'	characters	rather	than	the	major	protagonists	of	the	series.	They	are	differentiated	from	main	POVs	by	having	descriptive	titles	rather
than	just	a	name	and	appear	only	when	needed	for	story	purposes.	Some	minor	POV	characters	have	been	promoted	to	major	POVs.	Given	article	text	here	The	fourth	volume	of	A	Song	of	Ice	and	Fire,	A	Feast	for	Crows,	marks	a	significant	departure	from	George	R.R.	Martin's	initial	plans,	which	involved	a	five-year	narrative	gap	between	A	Storm	of
Swords	and	A	Dance	with	Dragons.	However,	due	to	creative	challenges	and	the	need	to	fill	in	the	gaps	in	the	story,	Martin	decided	to	write	A	Feast	for	Crows	instead.	The	novel	primarily	focuses	on	the	perspectives	of	major	characters	such	as	Sansa	and	Arya	Stark,	Sam	Tarly,	Brienne	of	Tarth,	Cersei	and	Jaime	Lannister.	In	contrast,	Jon	Snow,
Tyrion	Lannister,	and	Daenerys	Targaryen's	storylines	were	moved	to	A	Dance	with	Dragons.	Despite	its	complexities	and	timeline	issues,	A	Feast	for	Crows	remains	well-written,	with	Martin	excelling	in	character	development,	worldbuilding,	and	political	intrigue.	The	novel	introduces	new	perspectives,	such	as	Cersei	and	Brienne's	viewpoints,	while
also	exploring	the	aftermath	of	the	grand	conflict	in	the	first	three	books.	While	it's	understandable	to	question	the	impact	of	minor	decisions	in	previous	books	on	the	larger	narrative,	George	R.	R.	Martin's	approach	can	be	frustrating	for	readers	who	crave	fast-paced	action.	However,	A	Feast	for	Crows	is	more	than	just	a	setup	book,	with	intricate
plot	threads	and	character	developments	that	are	essential	to	the	story.	The	only	aspect	that	feels	overly	detailed	is	Brienne's	journey	through	the	riverlands,	which	might	be	better	suited	for	a	slower	reveal	in	future	books.	Additionally,	some	readers	may	find	Cersei's	backstory,	particularly	her	childhood	prophecies,	to	be	somewhat	unconvincing	at
first	glance.	Despite	this,	A	Feast	for	Crows	is	well-written	and	engaging,	even	if	it's	more	measured	in	its	pace	compared	to	the	previous	books.	Descriptors	to	named	characters	but	that	he	didn’t	want	to	say	more.	For	what	it's	worth,	here	is	a	list	of	all	the	chapter	titles	without	names:	The	Prophet,	The	Captain	Of	Guards,	The	Kraken's	Daughter,
The	Soiled	Knight,	The	Iron	Captain,	The	Drowned	Man,	The	Queenmaker,	Alayne	I,	The	Reaver,	Cat	Of	The	Canals,	The	Princess	In	The	Tower,	Alayne	II,	The	Merchant's	Man,	Reek	I,	Reek	II,	The	Lost	Lord,	The	Windblown,	The	Wayward	Bride,	Reek	III,	The	Prince	of	Winterfell,	The	Watcher,	The	Turncloak,	The	King's	Prize,	The	Blind	Girl,	A	Ghost
in	Winterfell,	The	Queensguard,	The	Iron	Suitor,	The	Discarded	Knight,	The	Spurned	Suitor,	The	Griffin	Reborn,	The	Sacrifice,	The	Ugly	Little	Girl,	The	Kingbreaker,	The	Dragontamer,	The	Queen's	Hand	The	book	offers	a	diverse	range	of	perspectives	from	various	characters	in	the	series,	including	Areo	Hotah,	Arya	Stark,	Sansa	Stark,	Asha	Greyjoy,
Aeron	Damphair,	Brienne	of	Tarth,	Samwell	Tarly,	Victarion	Greyjoy,	and	others,	allowing	readers	to	delve	deeper	into	the	world-building	and	complex	characters	of	A	Song	of	Ice	and	Fire.	The	night	was	filled	with	an	unsettling	atmosphere	as	the	pale	moon	hung	low	in	the	sky,	casting	a	sense	of	foreboding	over	the	landscape.	The	air	was	heavy	with
the	scent	of	decay,	drawing	many	creatures	out	of	their	shelters,	much	to	the	dismay	of	humans	who	tried	to	flee	from	it.	A	group	of	mysterious	entities	gathered	around	a	human	settlement,	drawn	by	the	promise	of	sustenance.	From	their	vantage	point	atop	a	rickety	fence,	they	surveyed	the	carnage	and	feasted	on	the	offerings.	The	humans
attempted	to	fight	back	but	were	no	match	for	the	relentless	hunger	that	drove	these	creatures	forward.	As	the	night	wore	on,	the	creatures	settled	down	to	rest,	their	haunting	chorus	echoing	through	the	darkness.	A	Song	of	Ice	and	Fire	series,	primarily	"A	Feast	for	Crows",	explores	the	world	of	Westeros	through	four	key	female	perspectives.
Cersei	Lannister,	Brienne	of	Tarth,	Arya	Stark,	and	Alerie	Hightower	each	have	distinct	motivations,	struggles,	and	viewpoints	on	the	chaos	following	King	Joffrey's	death.	The	POV	characters	in	"A	Feast	for	Crows"	include:	-	Cersei	Lannister:	Struggling	to	maintain	control	while	enemies	close	in.	-	Jaime	Lannister:	Negotiating	with	rebel	forces	in	the
Riverlands.	-	Sansa	Stark:	Hiding	in	the	Vale	under	Petyr	Baelish's	watchful	eye.	-	Arya	Stark:	Training	in	Braavos	as	a	Faceless	Man.	-	Brienne	of	Tarth:	Searching	for	Sansa	to	bring	her	back	to	safety.	-	Samwell	Tarly:	Studying	at	the	Citadel,	uncovering	secrets	about	the	White	Walkers.	-	Aeron	Greyjoy:	Attending	a	kingsmoot	to	choose	the	new	ruler
of	the	Iron	Islands.	-	Theon	Greyjoy:	Captive	of	Ramsay	Bolton,	struggling	with	sanity.	-	Victarion	Greyjoy:	Bringing	Daenerys	Targaryen	back	to	Westeros.	-	Areo	Hotah:	Loyal	warrior	following	his	lord's	orders	without	question.	The	A	Song	of	Ice	and	Fire	fantasy	series	by	George	R.R.	Martin	released	its	fifth	installment	in	2005,	titled	"A	Feast	for
Crows".	With	Tywin	Lannister	deceased,	Cersei	takes	control	as	regent	for	her	son	Tommen,	but	it	seems	she	may	not	be	as	well-equipped	to	handle	the	responsibilities	as	she	thought.	Meanwhile,	Brienne	of	Tarth	is	searching	for	Sansa	Stark	in	the	Riverlands,	who	has	assumed	a	new	identity	and	is	living	safely	in	the	Vale	of	Arryn.	In	the	Iron
Islands,	a	power	struggle	emerges	following	Balon	Greyjoy's	passing,	leading	to	tension	between	his	potential	successors.	In	Dorne,	Princess	Myrcella	Baratheon	is	caught	up	in	a	plot	for	revenge	by	a	rebellious	princess.	Samwell	Tarly	travels	to	Oldtown	to	become	a	maester	at	Jon	Snow's	behest,	while	Arya	Stark	begins	her	training	as	a	Faceless
Man	in	Braavos.	The	novel	features	12	distinct	narrative	voices,	some	of	whom	are	notable	absentees	from	previous	books.	"A	Feast	for	Crows"	is	set	in	parallel	with	its	sequel,	focusing	on	the	southern	six	kingdoms	and	Westeros,	while	the	next	installment	handles	events	north	of	the	Narrow	Sea.	The	story	is	told	through	various	perspectives:	Cersei
Lannister,	primarily;	Jaime	and	Brienne	in	the	Riverlands;	Sansa's	viewpoint	from	the	Vale	of	Arryn;	Balon's	brothers	and	daughter	in	the	Iron	Islands;	Areo	Hotah,	Arys	Oakheart,	and	Arianne	Martell	in	Dorne;	Samwell	Tarly	on	his	journey	to	Oldtown;	and	Arya	Stark	in	Braavos.	Elements	from	"A	Feast	for	Crows"	were	adapted	into	Seasons	4,	5,	and
6	of	the	HBO	series	Game	of	Thrones.	The	book	is	rife	with	references	to	various	tropes,	including	a	subverted	"Child	Shall	Lead	Them",	as	eight-year-old	Tommen	serves	more	as	a	puppet	king	under	Cersei's	control	rather	than	actual	ruler;	the	Citadel	becomes	an	example	of	an	Academy	of	Adventure	deconstructed,	where	Sam	must	be	cautious	not
to	reveal	his	true	intentions.	Other	notable	references	include	"All	Your	Base	Are	Belong	to	Us"	and	Ambiguous	Situation.	1.	The	Mountain	and	the	Viper	2.	The	Queen's	Conundrum	3.	A	Lesson	in	Loyalty	Given	text	paraphrased	here	•Looking	down	on	his	children	would	be	a	betrayal	of	everything	he	taught	them.	•Why	do	they	have	to	choose
between	their	families	now?	•How	can	you	throw	away	your	own	family	for	something	as	trivial	as	a	promise?	Tyrion	Crew	Hails	in	Native	Language	The	captain	of	the	"Tyroshi"	crew	realized	something	was	amiss	when	one	of	the	crewmen	answered	him	in	their	native	language	after	being	hailed.	Jaime's	Surrender	Talks	Go	Awry	Jaime	Lannister
attempts	to	negotiate	with	Brynden	Tully,	but	the	old	man	has	only	agreed	to	meet	him	to	troll	him.	Jaime	asks	if	there	are	any	terms	he	will	accept,	to	which	The	Blackfish	responds	with	a	blunt	"no".	Brienne's	Fate	Sealed	Brienne	of	Tarth	is	sentenced	to	hang	for	refusing	to	kill	Jaime	Lannister.	As	the	noose	tightens	around	her	neck,	it	seems	her
fate	is	sealed.	Edmure's	Tactic	Fails	Emmon	Frey	loses	patience	with	Ryman's	tactic	of	repeatedly	taking	Edmure	Tully	out	in	front	of	Riverrun	and	threatening	to	hang	him.	Emmon	wants	Edmure	dead	to	strengthen	his	hold	on	the	castle	once	the	siege	is	broken,	but	lacks	leverage	without	Edmure.	Brienne	Meets	Boys	Selling	Food	Brienne	meets
three	boys	who	try	to	sell	her	food:	one	offers	clams,	one	crabs,	and	one	offers	his	sister.	The	scene	is	reminiscent	of	a	similar	encounter	in	"The	Hedge	Knight".	Brienne	Repaints	Her	Sigil	Brienne	commissions	a	woman	to	repaint	her	sigil	with	an	elm	tree	and	shooting	star	on	a	field	of	sunset	colors.	Cersei's	Puppet	Show	Punished	A	half-crazed
member	of	the	royal	family,	Cersei,	construes	a	puppet	show	as	a	veiled	insult	to	the	crown.	The	performers	are	punished	in	response.	Thoros	Brings	Catelyn	Back	Catelyn	Stark	is	resurrected	several	days	after	death,	but	not	before	becoming	a	partially	rotted	and	vengeance-fueled	revenant	of	her	former	self.	Ser	Robert	Strong's	True	Form	It	is
strongly	implied	that	Ser	Robert	Strong	is	the	reanimated	corpse	of	Gregor	Clegane,	fueled	by	Qyburn's	twisted	experiments.	The	massive	knight	seems	to	never	sleep	or	eat,	and	likely	has	no	head	under	his	greathelm.	Doran	Hides	Arianne's	Past	Doran	keeps	Arianne	in	the	dark	about	her	true	identity,	fearing	she	would	reveal	it	to	others.	Brienne
Refuses	Nimble	Dick's	Proposal	Nimble	Dick	suggests	sharing	a	bed	to	save	money	while	traveling	with	Brienne.	She	refuses,	citing	that	she	could	lay	her	sword	between	them	for	safety.	Sansa	Meets	Lady	Myranda	Royce	Sansa	meets	the	widowed	Lady	Myranda	Royce,	who	shares	a	harrowing	experience	of	having	died	in	childbirth.	-	Guardsmen
who	wed	their	axes	upon	graduation	say	that	Areo	Hotah	sleeps	with	him	by	his	side	and	calls	it	his	"ash-and-iron	wife."	-	Jaime	struggles	with	conflicting	loyalties	between	his	family	and	vows,	but	finds	it	easier	after	Brienne's	example	of	knightly	virtue.	-	Arianne	was	devoted	to	her	father	at	14	and	would	often	visit	him;	she	later	planned	to
overthrow	him	but	wanted	Doran	to	live	in	comfort.	-	Jaime	remembers	a	conversation	about	Prince	Rhaegar's	plans	for	Westeros	before	he	died.	-	Gerold	Dayne	and	Princess	Arianne	have	a	witty	exchange	about	Ser	Arys	Oakheart.	-	House	Stark	is	demoted	from	the	series,	with	few	members	featured	as	POV	characters.	-	Littlefinger	had	hoped	to
wait	4	or	5	quiet	years	but	things	are	moving	too	fast.	-	Cersei's	decisions	often	backfire	due	to	rushing	into	actions.	Cersei's	attempt	to	resolve	Iron	Throne's	debt	by	negotiating	with	the	Faith	of	Seven	has	severe	consequences	when	she	overlooks	the	potential	dangers	of	re-arming	a	fanatical	force	with	a	history	of	violence	against	the	monarch.
When	Margaery	is	imprisoned,	Cersei's	tantrum	backfires	as	she's	subjected	to	harsh	treatment	and	humiliation.	In	contrast,	Cersei	views	bounty	hunters	who	failed	her	as	deserving	punishment	for	wasting	her	time,	rather	than	their	actual	crimes.	The	novel	also	explores	themes	of	power	abuse,	with	Kevan	expressing	outrage	over	Cersei	using	her
position	to	seduce	a	much	younger	Lancel.	The	story	delves	into	the	consequences	of	such	actions,	as	seen	in	Falia's	revenge	against	the	Greyjoy	invaders	who	humiliated	her	and	her	family.	Meanwhile,	Jaime's	attempts	to	help	Cersei	are	met	with	rejection,	and	she	instead	focuses	on	Osmund	Kettleback	while	mocking	Jaime	for	his	physical	disability.
When	Jaime	offers	assistance	after	her	arrest,	Cersei	sends	a	raven	but	later	orders	it	burnt,	showing	her	growing	isolation.	The	narrative	also	highlights	instances	of	dramatic	irony,	such	as	the	Sand	Snakes'	desire	to	kill	Tywin	without	realizing	Tyrion	has	already	taken	care	of	that.	The	Blackfish	declines	Jaime's	offer	of	joining	the	watch,	citing	his
mistrust	of	Jon	and	potential	schemes	with	the	Lannisters.	Lastly,	the	story	touches	on	the	theme	of	the	lasting	impact	of	war	on	smallfolk,	who	live	in	constant	fear	of	torture	and	rape.	The	narrative	also	references	Lady	Stoneheart	as	a	symbol	of	dread,	and	Cersei's	childhood	behavior	serves	as	an	example	of	her	disregard	for	human	life,	mirroring
Joffrey's	cruel	nature.	The	aftermath	of	Loras's	assault	on	Dragonstone	sets	off	a	chain	reaction	of	events	in	A	Feast	for	Crows.	With	many	powerful	figures	dead,	villains	like	King	Euron	Greyjoy	take	advantage	of	the	power	vacuum	to	further	their	own	ambitions.	Cersei	rules	through	her	son,	while	other	characters	plot	and	scheme.	The	novel
highlights	the	consequences	of	the	deaths	of	Joffrey,	Robb,	and	Tywin.	The	story	also	touches	on	themes	of	loyalty,	morality,	and	the	blurred	lines	between	good	and	evil.	Cersei's	suspicion	is	piqued	as	Osney	confesses	to	"fucking	the	queen",	referring	to	Cersei	herself.	Meanwhile,	Fingore	brutalizes	Marillion	by	severing	his	fingers	during	torture.	The
Food	Slap	incident	occurs	when	Cersei	throws	her	wine	glass	in	Kevan's	face	after	he	declines	her	offer	of	becoming	Hand	and	hints	at	Jaime	being	Tommen's	true	father.	Qyburn	discovers	a	suspicious	gold	coin	from	the	Kingdom	of	Reach,	fueling	Cersei's	paranoia	about	the	Tyrells'	involvement.	A	Red	Herring	is	introduced	with	the	discovery	of	the
ancient	currency,	which	seems	to	incriminate	the	Tyrells	in	releasing	Tyrion,	but	its	implausibility	and	lack	of	modern	currency	usage	raise	doubts.	The	narrative	hints	at	Jaime's	concern	for	Walder	Frey's	longevity	due	to	his	grandson	Ryman,	who	is	later	hanged	by	the	Brotherhood.	Cersei	fails	to	grasp	the	significance	of	Septa	Mole	bluntly	refusing
the	Crown's	order,	which	becomes	a	crucial	plot	point	when	Cersei	loses	control	over	the	Faith.	The	Forgotten	First	Meeting	between	Sam	and	Arya	in	Braavos	features	a	young	girl	selling	shellfish	who	recognizes	Sam's	Night's	Watch	armor.	The	Fractured	Fairy	Tale	section	presents	a	dark	take	on	a	classic	story,	with	Cersei's	prophecy	that	she'll	be
dethroned	by	a	younger,	more	beautiful	girl	being	revealed.	The	Freudian	Slip	occurs	when	Cersei	compliments	Tommen	on	his	jousting	skills,	unintentionally	referencing	Jaime	as	his	father.	Brienne	goes	through	her	own	journey	of	gaining	the	will	to	kill,	particularly	in	regards	to	the	Hound's	influence	and	her	growing	detachment	from	her	chivalric
code.	The	story	unfolds	with	Cersei's	struggle,	questioning	her	ability	to	take	a	life	during	her	first	self-defense	kill,	making	it	easier	over	time	but	not	enjoyable.	Meanwhile,	Margaery	works	against	Cersei	as	she	tries	to	destroy	her	own	fate	after	Loras'	injuries.	In	the	midst	of	this,	the	Faith	Militant	gains	power	and	arrests	both	Cersei	and	Margaery
on	adultery	charges.	Arya's	actions	are	also	revealed,	including	her	rescuing	Edmure	from	Ryman	Frey.	The	story	continues	with	other	plotlines,	such	as	Arianne	being	held	captive	and	Cersei's	failed	plot	to	kill	Bronn.	Brienne	meets	a	friendly	septon	who	directs	her	towards	the	right	path,	but	he	is	later	murdered	by	thugs.	The	novel	also	explores
themes	of	authority,	women's	roles	in	society,	through	the	Ironborn's	perspective	on	this	topic,	as	well	as	those	of	Dorne	and	the	wider	story.	Balon	Greyjoy's	decision	to	name	Asha	as	his	heir	was	met	with	skepticism	by	his	brother	Euron,	who	seized	the	throne	after	Balon's	mysterious	death.	Aeron,	a	conservative	priest,	shared	Euron's	concerns	and
called	for	a	Kingsmoot	instead	of	Asha	taking	the	throne.	Meanwhile,	Cersei	Lannister	struggled	with	the	pressures	of	being	Queen	Regent,	as	her	authority	came	from	her	children's	claim	rather	than	her	own	right.	She	faced	numerous	challenges	and	ultimately	realized	how	powerless	she	was	when	the	High	Septon	imprisoned	her	on	charges	of
adultery.	Arianne	Martell	also	dealt	with	anxiety	about	losing	her	claim	to	the	throne,	fearing	that	her	father	Doran	intended	to	hand	it	over	to	her	younger	brother	Quentyn.	However,	it	turned	out	that	Doran	had	a	different	plan	in	mind	–	making	Arianne	queen	by	marrying	Viserys	or	having	Quentyn	marry	Daenerys.	Brienne's	chapters	explored	her
feelings	of	guilt	and	inadequacy	as	an	Action	Girl	and	the	only	surviving	child	of	Lord	Tarth.	She	struggled	with	the	consequences	of	defying	tradition	and	becoming	a	warrior	instead	of	a	traditional	lady.	Cersei's	own	actions	led	to	her	downfall,	as	she	had	Margaery	Tyrell	arrested	for	adultery	but	was	later	caught	in	a	similar	situation	when	her
knight	was	tortured	into	confessing	to	sleeping	with	her.	Her	insistence	on	Margery	having	a	Trial	by	Combat	championed	by	a	member	of	the	Kingsguard	also	backfired.	Arys	Oakheart's	actions	ultimately	led	to	his	death,	and	Arianne	suspected	that	it	may	have	been	a	form	of	Suicide	by	Cop.	Lord	Rodrik	counseled	Asha	not	to	attend	the	kingsmoot,
stating	that	her	father	had	more	courage	than	sense.	Cersei's	desperation	was	evident	when	she	told	Pycelle	to	inform	the	Master	of	Coin	that	"he	does	not	have	my	leave	to	die"	upon	hearing	about	Lord	Gyle's	worsening	condition.	A	Tyrosh	merchant	attempted	to	capitalize	on	Cersei's	offer	by	coming	up	with	absurd	excuses	for	why	Tyrion's	head
was	a	fake,	but	he	ended	up	being	given	to	Qyburn	for	wasting	her	time.	Given	article	text	here	The	Iron	Throne	is	home	to	several	plot	twists	and	character	arcs	that	subvert	or	play	with	familiar	tropes.	One	notable	example	is	Cersei's	handling	of	Lord	Gyles	Rosby's	illness,	which	deviates	from	the	typical	"Trope	of	Death"	by	having	his	condition	be
chronic	rather	than	sudden,	making	his	eventual	demise	all	the	more	poignant.	Meanwhile,	Arya	Stark's	journey	as	a	Faceless	Assassin	requires	her	to	surrender	all	aspects	of	her	identity.	Her	encounters	with	the	Plague	faces	serve	as	a	stark	reminder	of	the	cost	of	this	transformation.	In	contrast,	Brienne's	quest	to	protect	Sansa	Stark	is	driven	by	a
sense	of	duty	and	loyalty.	On	the	other	hand,	Cersei	uses	Tommen's	whipping	boy,	Pate,	as	a	tool	for	maintaining	control	over	her	son,	demonstrating	the	darker	aspects	of	her	leadership	style.	The	Sparrows'	interrogation	methods	are	more	nuanced	than	initially	presented,	as	seen	with	Osney	Kettleblack,	who	is	subjected	to	torture	to	extract	false
confessions.	However,	in	contrast,	the	Blue	Bard	and	Marillion	are	not	coerced	into	admitting	to	their	crimes	but	rather	broken	by	the	torture	to	confess	to	anything.	Brynden	"Blackfish"	Tully's	harsh	words	towards	Jaime	Lannister	have	merit,	given	his	vast	resources	and	strategic	position	at	Riverrun.	His	refusal	to	trust	Jaime	is	well-founded,
especially	considering	the	Red	Wedding.	The	Brotherhood	Without	Banners,	under	Lady	Stoneheart's	leadership,	takes	a	brutal	approach	to	dispensing	justice	by	targeting	Freys	for	their	association	with	the	Red	Wedding,	regardless	of	guilt	or	innocence.	The	new	system	is	even	more	unjust	than	anything	that	has	come	before	it.	Cat	of	the	Canals,
also	known	as	Arya	Stark,	encounters	a	Night's	Watch	deserter	in	Braavos,	where	she	leads	him	into	a	dark	alley	and	cuts	his	throat,	following	her	culture's	tradition	of	executing	deserters	from	that	organization.	This	echoes	what	her	father	did	at	the	beginning	of	A	Game	of	Thrones.	Klingon	Scientists	Get	No	Respect:	Rodrik	"The	Reader"	Harlaw	is
an	Ironborn	scholar	who	gets	minimal	respect,	much	like	one	might	expect.	This	might	be	why	Asha	considers	him	her	favorite	uncle	since	she	also	doesn't	conform	to	Ironborn	gender	roles.	Leeroy	Jenkins:	Ser	Arys	dies	unexpectedly	when	he	charges	Areo	Hotah's	troops,	possibly	as	a	deliberate	attempt	to	die	honorably	and	make	amends	for	his
dalliances	with	Arianne.	Unwilling	to	wait	for	a	successful	sapping	operation,	Ser	Loras	leads	a	direct	charge	that	takes	Dragonstone	but	costs	a	thousand	lives.	Locked	in	the	Dungeon:	Margaery	and	later	Cersei	are	locked	away	by	the	Faith	Militant.	Lower-Deck	Episode:	Aside	from	Sansa	and	Arya's	chapters,	there	are	no	POV	characters	from	the
first	book.	The	focus	is	on	smallfolk	and	their	experiences	during	the	War	of	the	Five	Kings.	Maybe	Magic,	Maybe	Mundane:	Jaime	has	a	vision	where	he	stands	vigil	over	his	father's	corpse	again	but	is	confronted	by	his	mother.	He	tries	to	dismiss	it	as	just	a	dream,	but	his	mother	actually	responds,	pointing	out	that	he	still	doesn't	have	his	right	hand
in	real	life,	unlike	in	the	dream.	Mistaken	for	Incest:	Cersei	observes	Margaery	and	Ser	Loras	getting	along	well	and	starts	wondering	if	they're	engaging	in	an	illicit	relationship.	It's	hinted	that	this	is	just	a	projection	on	Cersei's	part	due	to	her	own	feelings	towards	her	brother	Jaime.	Mistreatment-Induced	Betrayal:	Jaime	refuses	to	help	Cersei	after
she's	been	arrested	by	the	Faith	Militant,	partly	because	of	her	constant	belittling	and	insulting	him	over	the	years,	as	well	as	revelations	about	what	she	did	while	he	was	imprisoned	at	Riverrun.	By	Cersei,	she	swiftly	strips	her	cronies	of	power	after	being	arrested	and	imprisoned	by	the	Faith	Militant.	She	then	offers	the	regency	to	Kevan	Lannister
to	fix	the	mess	created	under	her	incompetent	rule.	Meanwhile,	Sam	provides	Jon	with	a	briefing	on	the	Night	Watch's	records	regarding	the	Others	and	potential	defeat	strategies	in	his	first	chapter.	The	Elder	Brother	shares	the	history	of	the	Quiet	Isle	with	Brienne	and	Pod,	while	Daven	Lannister	updates	Jaime	on	the	progress	of	the	Riverrun	siege
and	Frey	internal	tensions.	Genna	Lannister	Frey	is	then	introduced	to	share	stories	about	the	previous	generation	of	Lannisters.	Arianne's	plan	leads	to	her	friends'	imprisonment,	Myrcella's	permanent	disfigurement,	and	Arys	Oakheart's	death.	Jaime	discusses	the	disappearance	of	young	Tyrek	Lannister	during	a	riot	in	King's	Landing,	questioning	if
Varys	orchestrated	the	event	to	cover	his	capture.	Cersei	is	horrified	by	Qyburn's	torture	methods	but	blames	Margaery	for	her	son's	adultery	confession.	Aeron	Damphair	organizes	a	Kingsmoot	to	reject	Euron	as	the	Iron	Islands'	king	and	supports	Victarion's	claim,	only	for	Euron's	convincing	speech	to	secure	his	position	as	king.	Cersei	recalls	a
bounty	hunter	mistakenly	delivering	the	head	of	an	ugly	child	instead	of	Tyrion's.	Brienne	has	a	moment	where	she	is	captured	by	the	Brotherhood	Without	Banners,	claiming	Jaime	instructed	her	to	protect	the	Stark	girls,	but	her	captors	don't	believe	her.	Euron	is	openly	evil,	and	even	the	Ironborn	consider	him	so	due	to	his	actions.	The	Loras-led
attack	on	Dragonstone	takes	place	offscreen.	Pycelle	becomes	the	only	sane	man,	desperately	trying	to	stop	Cersei's	disastrous	schemes,	such	as	warning	her	against	defaulting	on	debts	to	the	Iron	Bank	of	Braavos,	which	could	make	powerful	enemies.	Cersei's	grip	on	power	proves	tenuous	as	her	policies	collapse	Westeros	into	economic	ruin	and	her
own	men	turn	against	her.	Meanwhile,	a	children's	charity	in	King's	Landing	takes	on	new	significance,	while	Jaime	offers	kindness	to	Robb	Stark's	widow.	When	brought	before	her	father,	Arianne's	pleas	for	mercy	are	met	with	restraint	due	to	the	influence	of	her	co-conspirators'	families.	Cersei's	authority	is	undermined	by	those	close	to	her,
including	her	own	sons	Tommen	and	Jaime,	who	are	manipulated	by	the	Tyrells	into	a	puppet	regime.	The	once-mighty	Faith	Militant	crumbles	under	Cersei's	leadership,	their	private	army	transformed	into	fanatical	zealots	without	respect	for	her	rule.	In	contrast,	Prince	Doran	chooses	restraint	in	Dorne,	refusing	to	plunge	the	region	into	war	despite
strong	sentiment	against	the	Lannisters	and	Tyrells.	He	instead	seeks	to	forge	alliances	behind	the	scenes,	driven	by	a	desire	to	protect	his	family's	interests	following	the	killing	of	Oberyn	Martell	by	the	Mountain.	Given	text	content	here	Dorne's	fate	hangs	in	the	balance	as	one	individual	harbors	a	secret	desire	to	supplant	her	brother	Quentyn	as
the	heir.	Unbeknownst	to	her,	her	father	Doran	Martell	has	been	orchestrating	an	alliance	with	the	remaining	Targaryens	in	search	of	revenge	for	his	late	daughter	Elia's	murder.	A	closer	examination	reveals	Brienne's	quest	to	find	Sansa	is	misguided,	as	she	assumes	Sansa	would	have	fled	to	the	Vale	due	to	Lysa's	influence.	However,	it	is	actually	a
result	of	Littlefinger's	manipulations	that	propels	Sansa	towards	this	location.	In	Cersei's	innermost	thoughts,	we	witness	her	growing	detachment	from	reality	and	paranoia-driven	schemes.	Her	fixation	on	the	Tyrells	stems	largely	from	their	involvement	in	the	death	of	her	son,	though	her	true	intentions	are	rooted	in	desperation	rather	than
calculated	revenge.	Contrary	to	appearances,	Tyrion's	motivations	for	his	actions	against	Cersei	are	not	driven	by	a	desire	for	her	demise	but	rather	retribution	for	past	transgressions.	The	dynamics	between	Cersei	and	Tyrion	serve	as	a	counterpoint	to	their	public	facade.	Doran	Martell's	cautious	approach	to	politics	is	symbolized	by	the	overripe
blood	oranges	in	his	Water	Gardens,	foreshadowing	his	eventual	downfall	due	to	his	own	indecisiveness.	Cersei's	mental	state	deteriorates	further	with	an	intimate	glimpse	into	her	psyche,	where	grief	and	anger	converge.	Meanwhile,	Brienne	is	disheartened	by	Ser	Quincy	Cox's	ineptitude	in	responding	to	the	Saltpans'	attack.	Aurane	Waters	exploits
Cersei's	imprisonment	by	stealing	the	Royal	Fleet	and	establishing	himself	as	a	pirate	king.	Arianne's	failed	attempt	to	crown	Myrcella	serves	as	a	reminder	of	her	own	vulnerability.	In	the	realm	of	war	veterans,	Septon	Meribald's	poignant	speech	highlights	the	psychological	toll	on	those	who	have	witnessed	unimaginable	atrocities.	These	"broken
men"	are	forever	scarred	by	their	experiences	and	struggle	to	find	solace	in	a	shattered	world.	the	living	are	struggling	to	survive	because	of	the	wars,	many	people	are	going	hungry	and	don't	know	how	to	get	back	home,	their	lord	doesn't	even	know	their	names	yet	these	soldiers	break	under	pressure	and	live	only	for	day	to	day	survival	and	no
longer	as	men,	meanwhile	their	lord	orders	them	into	battle	without	caring	about	the	consequences,	shouting	at	them	to	fight	with	whatever	they	have,	it's	a	tragic	sight	to	see	once	strong	warriors	reduced	to	mere	animals	who	survive	by	any	means	necessary	The	boy's	excitement	got	the	better	of	him,	causing	him	to	ejaculate	on	Tyene's	hands	as
soon	as	she	undid	his	pants.	This	incident	would	have	likely	led	to	them	losing	their	virginity	together	had	it	not	been	for	this	sudden	outburst.	In	a	flashback,	Lord	Tarly	intervenes	in	a	game	where	his	knights	were	betting	on	who	could	bed	Brienne	first,	but	this	doesn't	mean	he	approves	of	her	career	choice	-	he	strongly	believes	that	women	should
stick	to	their	traditional	roles.	The	Faceless	Men	tell	Arya	that	while	some	women	have	managed	to	learn	their	ways	and	join	their	organization,	they	mostly	prefer	male	members	because	it's	generally	considered	a	woman's	place	to	bear	children.	Arianne	gains	Arys	Oakheart's	support	by	claiming	Anders	Yronwood	is	questioning	her	fitness	to	rule
and	encouraging	Quentyn	to	overthrow	her	claim	to	Dorne's	throne.	Cersei	becomes	a	POV	character,	revealing	beneath	her	calm	exterior	she's	barely	holding	it	together	due	to	paranoia,	megalomania,	and	insecurity.	Daven	Lannister	suggests	that	breaking	the	siege	of	Riverrun	might	require	a	violent	storming	of	the	castle	against	Stannis'	loyalists.
Loras	leads	an	assault	on	Dragonstone	within	a	fortnight	but	suffers	heavy	losses,	potentially	including	his	own	life.	Septon	Meribald	notes	that	wars	often	leave	soldiers	stranded	and	lost,	leading	to	banditry	as	they	try	to	survive	by	preying	on	others	like	themselves.	Jon	secretly	swaps	Dalla's	baby	with	Gilly's,	sending	the	former	south	with	Gilly	to
avoid	Melisandre's	wrath.	Once	in	power,	Cersei	continues	to	play	games	of	intrigue	instead	of	governing,	ultimately	overextending	herself	and	facing	a	downfall.	Ser	Arys	Oakheart	gets	only	one	POV	chapter	before	being	killed	off.	The	Blackfish	openly	expresses	his	contempt	for	the	Kingslayer.	Cersei	receives	a	harsh	dressing-down	from	Kevan,
calling	her	a	poor	ruler	and	mother,	and	refusing	her	offer	to	become	Hand	of	the	King	without	becoming	regent.	He	also	tells	her	he	believes	the	incest	accusations	against	her	and	Jaime.	She	learns	from	Ned	Stark	that	he	has	hundreds	of	knights	under	his	command	and	can	summon	even	more,	along	with	freeriders,	warning	her	that	it	would	be
unwise	to	make	him	an	enemy,	though	Cersei	inwardly	views	him	as	a	traitor	throughout	the	conversation.	Asha	decides	to	take	a	different	path	after	Rodrik	advises	her	against	attending	the	kingsmoot,	implying	she	cannot	accept	either	her	uncles	succeeding	her	father	or	the	Iron	Islands	being	subjugated	to	the	Seven	Kingdoms.	At	the	kingsmoot,
Victarion	vows	to	continue	the	war	against	the	northmen	to	victory,	but	Asha	mocks	him	by	presenting	shells	and	sand	from	his	conquered	beaches	as	treasure	and	instead	proposes	a	peace	deal	with	one	of	her	noble	captives.	Euron	suggests	that	the	ironborn	can	achieve	both	peace	and	victory	under	his	rule	and	is	chosen	as	the	islanders'	new	king.
Cersei	attempts	to	take	others	down	with	her	when	she	is	arrested	by	the	Faith	and	faces	certain	death,	trying	to	summon	Jaime	as	her	champion	so	he	will	either	save	her	or	die	with	her,	but	he	refuses.	Brienne	is	unhappy	when	Ser	Hyle	joins	her	quest,	and	Arya	undergoes	temporary	blindness	as	part	of	her	training	with	the	Faceless	Men	to
strengthen	her	other	skills.	Rhaegar's	promise	that	changes	will	be	made	in	Westeros	after	his	return	from	battle	is	ironic,	given	his	subsequent	death	and	the	fate	of	his	family.	Jaime	reflects	on	how	Rhaegar	was	right	that	changes	would	occur,	but	they	were	not	what	he	had	envisioned,	and	he	catches	himself	thinking	similarly	when	his	uncle	Kevan
departs	King's	Landing,	knowing	about	his	relationship	with	Cersei.	The	idea	that	some	characters	are	too	important	to	walk	is	subverted	when	old	Erik	Ironmaker	is	carried	forward	on	a	driftwood	chair	by	his	grandsons,	only	to	be	undone	when	he	is	forced	to	reveal	his	inability	to	walk	due	to	age	and	weight.	Meanwhile,	Cersei's	character
undergoes	a	decline	as	her	grief,	anger,	paranoia,	and	pride	lead	to	her	own	downfall,	transforming	from	a	ruthless	and	competent	chessmaster	into	a	less	effective	villain.	The	straightest	example	yet	of	Cersei's	character	has	emerged,	with	a	significant	portion	of	the	book	dedicated	to	her.	She	possesses	more	chapters	than	any	other	character	and
lacks	remorse,	unlike	Theon	and	Jaime.	In	contrast,	witnessing	her	perspective	makes	her	less	sympathetic.	Notably,	her	treatment	of	her	children,	including	Jaime,	is	portrayed	as	utilitarian	rather	than	emotionally	driven.	The	primary	theme	of	this	book	focuses	on	the	devastating	consequences	of	medieval	warfare	on	civilian	life,	with	scenes	like
Septon	Meribald's	speech	on	the	Quiet	Isle	and	Thoros	of	Myr's	lament	highlighting	the	horrors	of	war.	The	title	reflects	the	scene	where	carrion	birds	feast	on	corpses	on	a	battlefield.	In	the	Wham	Episode,	Cersei	is	arrested	by	the	Faith,	while	Brienne	encounters	Lady	Stoneheart,	who	demands	her	execution	for	treason.	Jaime	refuses	to	serve	as
Cersei's	champion,	and	Doran	and	Oberyn	Martell	seek	revenge	for	their	sister's	death.	Arianne's	secret	betrothal	to	Viserys	Targaryen	is	also	revealed.	The	book's	climax	features	a	poignant	conversation	between	Arianne	and	Doran,	where	he	reveals	that	her	fiancé	was	killed	by	molten	gold.	The	phrase	"Vengeance.	Justice.	Fire	and	blood"	is	used	in
response	to	Cersei's	demands.	Jaime's	refusal	to	become	Cersei's	champion	leads	to	a	dramatic	confrontation.	In	another	scene,	Gerold	Dayne	tries	to	kill	Arianne,	but	she	survives	with	severe	injuries.	The	aftermath	of	the	assassination	attempt	reveals	that	her	horse	intervened,	saving	her	life	but	leaving	her	permanently	disfigured.	Doran	comforts
Arianne,	calling	her	his	ward	and	expressing	regret	for	her	situation.	Cersei's	plan	to	send	Loras	Tyrell	to	take	Dragonstone	is	also	discussed.	He	will	either	die	trying	to	capture	it,	or	she	would	have	still	achieved	her	goal,	making	it	a	double	victory	for	both	parties.	However,	Cersei	fails	to	anticipate	how	this	triumph	will	boost	the	reputation	of
House	Tyrell,	putting	them	in	a	strong	position	to	challenge	her	authority	at	court.
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