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Ever	dreamt	of	being	Lara	Croft?	Or	just	being	in	close	proximity	to	her?	Either	way,	you’re	in	luck:	a	new	‘Tomb	Raider’-inspired	immersive	event	is	coming	to	Camden’s	Stables	Market	in	February	next	year,	offering	you	an	action-packed	chance	to	help	save	the	world.	The	makers	have	got	seriously	impressive	credentials,	having	masterminded
mega-hit	‘The	Crystal	Maze	LIVE	Experience’,	which	Time	Out’s	reviewer	gave	a	whopping	five	stars.	They’ll	invite	guests	to	join	teams	of	eight	to	escape	a	sinking	ship,	discover	an	ancient	tomb,	solve	puzzles	galore,	and	interact	with	live	actors	from	the	‘Tomb	Raider’	franchise.	If	your	cinematic	tastes	run	more	to	goth,	grit,	and	mindbending	takes



on	the	nature	of	consciousness,	then,	fear	not,	there’s	an	immersive	treat	in	store	for	you	too.	This	New	Year’s	Eve,	immersive	bingo	creators	Hijingo	are	running	a	special	‘Matrix’-themed	night.	Can	you	imagine	Neo	playing	bingo?	Probably	not,	but	that	shouldn’t	stop	you	from	enjoying	three	themed	games	alongside	cocktails	like	‘Agent	Smith’,	blue
and	red	pill	shots,	and	even	white	cat	tattoos	for	every	player.		There	are	so	many	immersive	events	in	London	that	you	might	be	in	one	right	now,	‘Matrix’	style	–	do	they	leave	you	wanting	to	break	out	screaming	or	are	you	going	to	contentedly	sip	your	cocktail	like	the	blue	piller	you	are?	The	choice	is	yours,	but	we	know	which	option	sounds	more
fun.		‘Tomb	Raider:	The	LIVE	Experience’	is	on	at	Camden’s	Stables	Market	from	Apr	1	2022:	tickets	here.	‘The	Hijingo	Matrix’	is	on	Dec	31	2021:	tickets	here.	Skate	in	the	sky	at	London’s	only	rooftop	ice	rink.	Peckham’s	getting	a	Christmas	forest	full	of	delicious	MEAD.Popular	on	Time	Out[title]	The	entrance	to	the	Underworld	Gate	tomb	is	right
next	to	a	base	camp	in	the	Peruvian	Jungle.	This	will	be	one	of	the	first	tombs	you	come	across	along	with	Judge's	Gaze.Our	complete	list	of	guides	on	how	to	solve	every	tomb	in	Shadow	of	the	Tomb	RaiderSee	at	Amazon	(opens	in	new	tab)See	at	Microsoft	(opens	in	new	tab)How	to	complete	the	Underworld	Gate	Challenge	TombThe	following	steps
will	guide	you	through	the	aforementioned	Challenge	Tomb	in	Shadow	of	the	Tomb	Raider.To	enter	the	area,	you'll	need	to	crawl	through	a	long	path	until	you	reach	the	other	side.Follow	the	path	until	you	reach	a	tree	right	before	a	ledge.Jump	across	the	tree	and	make	your	way	to	the	rock	wall,	gripping	it	with	your	pickaxe.Shimmy	to	your	left	until
you	can	jump	down	onto	the	platform.You'll	come	to	a	collapsed	bridge.	Look	to	your	right	and	walk	across	the	fallen	tree,	jumping	from	branches	until	you	reach	the	rock	wall.Rappel	down	and	swing	onto	the	ground	below.You'll	come	to	an	area	with	an	abandoned	camp	and	corpses.	Go	to	your	right	and	jump	onto	the	rock	wall.Climb	all	the	way	to
the	top	of	the	rock	wall	and	jump	to	the	ledge	to	your	left,	shimmying	across	to	the	other	side.At	this	point,	you'll	come	to	a	base	camp.	You'll	want	to	squeeze	through	the	rocks	ahead	it.In	the	room	with	the	blocked	staircase,	jump	up	the	wall	to	your	right	and	climb	up	to	view	the	main	puzzle.Follow	the	path	to	the	left	and	rappel	down	from	the	rock
wall,	swinging	onto	the	ground	below.Next	to	a	small	cave,	you'll	see	a	tree	that	you	can	climb.	Climb	up	it	and	jump	from	the	branch	using	your	grapple-swing	to	get	to	the	other	side.You	can	largely	ignore	the	area	to	your	left	and	keep	going	forward	until	you	reach	another	fallen	tree	you	can	cross.Pull	the	large	wooden	mechanism	so	that	you	can
see	and	attach	a	rope	between	it	and	the	ledge	across	from	it.Use	the	rope	to	get	to	the	other	side.In	this	area,	you'll	see	a	large	wooden	lever.	Pull	this	toward	yourself	until	it	releases	a	suspended	box	that	swings	by.Jump	onto	the	box	and	down	onto	the	platform	where	the	first	wooden	mechanism	was.Then	push	the	wooden	mechanism	back	to	its
original	position	and	attach	a	rope	between	it	and	the	box.Jump	back	onto	the	box	to	get	to	the	section	you	were	just	at	and	pull	the	lever	forward	once	again.Quickly	run	and	jump	onto	the	suspended	box	before	the	rope	breaks.	It	will	then	carry	you	toward	the	next	section.Follow	the	path	down	a	ledge	and	up	a	rock	wall	until	you	reach	the	top.From
there	you'll	have	completed	the	tomb.	This	will	unlock	the	Eagle's	Perch	skill	which	increases	your	speed	when	climbing.Remember	to	check	out	our	thoughts	of	the	game	in	our	review	(spoiler	free,	of	course)	and	why	we	consider	it	to	be	"Lara	Croft's	best	adventure	yet."See	at	Amazon	(opens	in	new	tab)See	at	Microsoft	(opens	in	new	tab)	Tomb
Raider,	and	its	adventurous	heroine	Lara	Croft,	celebrate	their	25th	anniversaries	this	year.	Square	Enix	has	marked	the	occasion	by	releasing	the	Tomb	Raider:	Definitive	Survivor	Trilogy,	which	includes	the	most	recent	Tomb	Raider	trilogy,	as	well	as	every	piece	of	DLC	for	those	three	games.While	the	three	Tomb	Raider	games	from	Crystal
Dynamics	are,	indeed,	excellent,	they	don’t	represent	the	full	scope	of	Lara’s	adventures	over	the	year.	That’s	why	the	Tom’s	Guide	team	has	selected	10	Tomb	Raider	games	that	best	represent	what	the	series	can	do.	These	games	are	full	of	devious	puzzles,	difficult	foes	and	unforgettable	settings,	and	most	of	them	spin	a	pretty	good	“lost
civilization”	yarn	along	the	way.	Here	are	the	10	best	Tomb	Raider	games	to	revisit	—	or	experience	for	the	first	time.A	new	Tomb	Raider	game	is	also	in	the	works.	It's	a	long	way	off,	however,	so	we	won't	know	where	it	will	land	in	this	lineup	for	some	time	to	come.(Image	credit:	Square	Enix)Tomb	Raider	(1996)	This	is	where	it	all	started,	25	years
ago,	with	a	pixelated	and	anatomically	preposterous	figure	leaping	around	a	series	of	caverns	in	search	of	some	treasure.	It’s	hard	to	overstate	just	how	big	a	deal	Tomb	Raider	was	when	it	launched	—	games	simply	didn’t	cross	over	to	the	mainstream	in	this	way,	other	than	to	be	blamed	for	society’s	ills.	But	its	release	dovetailed	perfectly	with	the
rise	of	the	PlayStation,	the	first	gaming	platform	that	was	cool	rather	than	geeky,	and	Lara	Croft	became	its	first	true	icon.	Tomb	Raider	arrived	seemingly	fully	formed,	and	though	it	may	have	undergone	a	visual	transformation	over	the	past	quarter-century,	the	basic	idea	behind	it	remains	unchanged	to	this	day	—	which	is	testament	to	just	what	a
good	idea	it	was.	Back	then,	Tomb	Raider	was	a	groundbreaking	blend	of	action	and	puzzles	built	upon	a	solid	foundation	of	actual	plot	and	characterization.	Later	Tomb	Raiders	are	much	better,	obviously,	but	few	games	will	ever	have	the	impact	of	the	first	instalment.	-	Marc	McLaren	(Image	credit:	Square	Enix)Tomb	Raider:	Legend	(2006)	Crystal
Dynamics’	first	attempt	at	a	Tomb	Raider	reboot	came	at	a	time	when	the	franchise	desperately	needed	a	shakeup	after	the	underwhelming	Angel	of	Darkness.	Legend	delivered	in	spades.	Reimaging	Lara’s	origins,	and	focused	around	a	quest	to	recover	the	mythical	sword	Excalibur,	Legend	saw	a	Lara	Croft	for	the	21st	century.	The	action-
platforming	foundation	was	still	here,	but	greatly	improved,	thanks	to	much	tighter	controls	and	slicker	animations.	The	game	was	also	rather	good-looking	for	the	time.	Tomb	Raider:	Legend	deserves	a	lot	of	credit	for	re-sparking	the	franchise's	popularity	at	a	time	when	its	relevance	to	the	gaming	world	was	dwindling	fast	-	Rory	Mellon		(Image
credit:	Square	Enix)Tomb	Raider:	Anniversary	(2007)	Remakes	are	a	tricky	beast.	Stick	too	closely	to	the	original,	and	they	feel	superfluous.	Diverge	too	greatly	from	the	source	material,	and	fans	will	rake	you	over	the	coals.	Tomb	Raider:	Anniversary	managed	to	strike	that	balance	almost	perfectly.	As	a	remake	of	the	first	Lara	Croft	adventure,
released	just	over	a	decade	later,	Anniversary	is	a	fitting	tribute	to	a	gaming	classic.	It	retained	the	classic	puzzles	and	action	of	the	original,	but	updated	them	with	stronger	visuals	and	a	control	system	that	didn’t	make	you	want	to	throw	your	gamepad	at	the	nearest	wall.	Some	of	the	expanded	content	can	be	a	little	hit-or-miss,	but	if	you’re	keen	to
see	where	Lara	Croft	got	her	start,	Anniversary	is	the	best	way	to	do	so	-	Rory	Mellon		(Image	credit:	Square	Enix)	Tomb	Raider:	Underworld	(2008)Lara	Croft	battling	sharks	with	a	harpoon	gun.	Do	I	need	to	say	anything	else	to	sell	you	on	Tomb	Raider:	Underworld?	The	direct	followup	to	Legend,	Underworld	felt	more	grand	in	every	sense.	You
were	given	vast	open	spaces	to	explore,	and	the	sections	that	had	you	diving	to	the	bottom	of	the	sea	truly	made	you	feel	like	an	adventurer	on	the	hunt	for	lost	artifacts.	Sure	the	combat	system	was	pretty	ropey,	and	the	story	was	pretty	silly	even	by	Tomb	Raider	standards,	but	Underworld	felt	like	the	culmination	of	the	franchise	at	the	time.	It	was	a
game	that	confidently	knew	exactly	what	it	wanted	to	be,	and	mostly	achieved	it.	Could	have	done	with	less	gratuitous	shots	of	Lara	in	wetsuit	though	-	Rory	Mellon	(Image	credit:	Square	Enix)Lara	Croft	and	the	Guardian	of	Light	(2010)	Tomb	Raider	generally	follows	Lara	Croft	from	an	over-the-shoulder	perspective,	but	there’s	more	than	one	way	to
make	an	action/adventure	game.	Lara	Croft	and	the	Guardian	of	Light	is	an	isometric	game	with	a	cooperative	element,	and	it’s	arguably	one	of	the	finest	entries	in	the	whole	Tomb	Raider	series.	Lara	teams	up	with	an	ancient	Mayan	warrior	named	Totec,	and	the	two	of	them	do	battle	against	an	evil	spirit	called	Xolotl.	Along	the	way,	they	fight	off	a
variety	of	mystical	beasts,	and	work	together	to	solve	ingenious	puzzles.	Add	some	platforming	into	the	mix,	and	Lara	Croft	and	the	Guardian	of	Light	is	a	good	time	by	yourself,	or	a	great	time	if	you	can	recruit	a	friend.	–	Marshall	Honorof	(Image	credit:	Square	Enix)Tomb	Raider	(2013)	Tomb	Raider	is	no	stranger	to	reboots,	but	Tomb	Raider	(2013)
represents	the	first	time	that	the	series	tried	a	radically	different	tone.	Rather	than	a	stylish	adventure,	Tomb	Raider	(2013)	represents	a	bitter	fight	for	survival.	Marooned	on	a	remote	Japanese	island,	an	inexperienced	Lara	Croft	learns	to	find	shelter,	hunt	for	food,	string	a	bow	and	navigate	the	wilderness	—	and	that’s	before	she	crosses	paths	with
the	island’s	deadly	mercenaries,	or	the	ancient	secrets	that	slumber	within	its	tombs.	With	excellent	combat	and	a	strong,	character-driven	story,	it’s	no	wonder	that	Tomb	Raider	(2013)	revitalized	the	whole	franchise.	–	Marshall	Honorof	(Image	credit:	Square	Enix)Lara	Croft	Go	(2015)	It’s	not	technically	a	Tomb	Raider	game,	but	Lara	Croft	Go
contains	enough	elements	from	the	series	—	not	least	Lara	herself	—	that	it	deserves	its	place	here.	And	it’s	certainly	good	enough	to	make	the	cut.	Like	the	earlier	Hitman	Go,	LCG	is	a	turn-based	puzzler	that	straddles	the	line	between	video	game	and	board	game.	Lara	can	only	move	along	certain	paths	in	each	level.	Avoiding	the	various	hazards
requires	logic	and	forethought	rather	than	quick	reactions.	Then	again,	solving	puzzles	was	always	a	key	part	of	the	Tomb	Raider	experience,	and	there	are	enough	levers,	moving	platforms	and	hidden	trinkets	here	that	fans	will	feel	right	at	home.	It	looks	great,	too:	like	Monument	Valley	with	a	jungle	makeover.	-	Marc	McLaren(Image	credit:	Square
Enix)Lara	Croft	and	the	Temple	of	Osiris	(2014)	If	there’s	one	thing	the	Tomb	Raider	series	does	well,	it’s	finding	a	good	formula	and	running	with	it	for	a	few	games.	This	is	the	case	with	Lara	Croft	and	the	Temple	of	Osiris,	which	follows	the	same	formula	as	Lara	Croft	and	the	Guardian	of	Light.	The	pitch	is	pretty	much	the	same:	Lara	teams	up	with
a	partner	to	fight	a	variety	of	mythological	foes,	this	time	with	a	focus	on	Egyptian	legends.	There	are	four	playable	characters,	which	means	you	can	team	up	with	up	to	three	other	players	and	conquer	the	game’s	challenges	together.	You	can	also	go	solo,	if	you	prefer	to	explore	the	game’s	large,	nonlinear	world	by	yourself.	–	Marshall
Honorof	(Image	credit:	Square	Enix)Rise	of	the	Tomb	Raider	(2015)	Rise	of	the	Tomb	Raider	may	not	be	as	inventive	or	tightly	focused	as	its	predecessor,	Tomb	Raider	(2013),	but	it	offers	deeper	gameplay	options	and	a	more	ambitious	story.	Lara	Croft,	now	an	experienced	adventurer,	sets	off	for	the	mountains	of	Turkey,	where	she	squares	off
against	a	deadly	secret	society	known	as	Trinity.	We	learn	more	about	Lara’s	backstory,	as	well	as	why	the	villains	are	so	intent	on	hunting	down	ancient	treasures.	The	gunplay,	puzzle-solving	and	environmental	exploration	are	still	top-notch	here.	Just	be	warned	that	if	you’ve	ever	played	a	Tomb	Raider	game	before,	you’ll	see	most	of	the	plot	twists
coming	a	mile	away.	–	Marshall	Honorof	(Image	credit:	Square	Enix)Shadow	of	the	Tomb	Raider	(2018)	Definitely,	the	weakest	of	the	“survivor	trilogy,"	Shadow	of	the	Tomb	Raider	struggled	with	the	burden	of	high	expectations	upon	release.	It’s	worthy	of	a	reassessment	though,	as	Shadow	is	a	suitably	thrilling	adventure	—	even	if	it's	not	a
particularly	innovative	one.	The	real	highlights	here	are	the	numerous	challenge	tombs,	which	provide	a	real	sense	that	you’re	spelunking	through	long-lost	catacombs	and	crypts.	The	DLC	is	especially	worthwhile,	throwing	in	even	more	ancient	puzzles	to	complete.	It’s	obvious	that	this	third	entry	in	the	origins	trilogy	will	always	be	overshadowed	by
its	better-received	predecessors,	but	it	stands	on	its	own	as	a	game	worthy	of	your	time	-	Rory	Mellon	
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