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There	are	150	ESL	conversation	starters	and	questions,	divided	by	difficulty	levels	(Beginner,	Intermediate,	and	Advanced/Pro):	Beginner	(1-50)	What	is	your	name?	How	old	are	you?	Where	are	you	from?	What	is	your	favorite	color?	Do	you	have	any	pets?	What	is	your	favorite	food?	Can	you	describe	your	house?	What	do	you	like	to	do	in	your	free
time?	What	is	your	favorite	hobby?	Do	you	like	watching	TV	or	movies?	What	is	your	favorite	drink?	Can	you	tell	me	about	your	family?	What	do	you	usually	eat	for	breakfast?	Do	you	have	a	best	friend?	What	is	your	favorite	season?	Can	you	swim?	Do	you	like	reading	books?	What	is	your	favorite	animal?	What	time	do	you	wake	up	in	the	morning?	Do
you	like	going	to	school?	Can	you	play	any	musical	instruments?	What	is	your	favorite	fruit?	Do	you	enjoy	sports?	What	is	your	favorite	subject	in	school?	Can	you	ride	a	bicycle?	Do	you	like	cartoons?	What	is	your	favorite	holiday?	Do	you	enjoy	traveling?	How	do	you	get	to	school	or	work?	What	do	you	like	to	do	on	weekends?	Can	you	tell	me	about
your	favorite	game?	Do	you	like	rainy	days?	What	is	your	favorite	vegetable?	Do	you	prefer	tea	or	coffee?	What	is	your	favorite	dessert?	Have	you	ever	seen	snow?	What	is	your	favorite	sport	to	watch?	Do	you	prefer	hot	or	cold	weather?	Can	you	describe	your	favorite	outfit?	What	is	your	favorite	type	of	music?	Do	you	like	to	dance?	What	is	your
favorite	place	to	visit?	Can	you	draw	or	paint?	Do	you	like	spicy	food?	What	is	your	favorite	snack?	Have	you	ever	been	to	a	zoo?	What	is	your	favorite	flower?	Do	you	like	ice	cream?	What	flavor?	Can	you	tell	me	about	your	favorite	teacher?	Do	you	like	to	go	shopping?	Intermediate	(51-100)	What	is	your	dream	job?	Can	you	describe	your	daily
routine?	What	do	you	like	about	your	country?	How	do	you	usually	celebrate	your	birthday?	What	is	your	favorite	memory?	Can	you	describe	your	best	friend?	Do	you	like	cooking?	What	do	you	cook?	What	are	your	plans	for	the	weekend?	Have	you	ever	been	on	an	airplane?	What	do	you	do	when	you	feel	bored?	Can	you	tell	me	about	a	festival	in	your
country?	Do	you	prefer	books	or	movies?	Why?	What	was	your	favorite	childhood	toy?	Can	you	describe	your	neighborhood?	Do	you	like	playing	video	games?	What	is	your	favorite	thing	to	do	during	holidays?	What	kind	of	clothes	do	you	like	to	wear?	Have	you	ever	been	to	a	beach?	Can	you	describe	a	park	you	like?	What	do	you	usually	do	in	the
evening?	Do	you	prefer	living	in	the	city	or	the	countryside?	Can	you	tell	me	about	your	favorite	restaurant?	What	are	some	popular	dishes	in	your	country?	What	is	your	favorite	way	to	spend	time	with	friends?	Do	you	like	to	sing?	Can	you	tell	me	about	a	funny	experience	you’ve	had?	What	is	your	favorite	type	of	movie?	Have	you	ever	been	to	a
concert?	Do	you	like	online	shopping?	Why	or	why	not?	What	is	your	favorite	app	on	your	phone?	How	do	you	usually	celebrate	New	Year’s	Eve?	Can	you	describe	your	favorite	type	of	weather?	Do	you	like	animals?	Which	ones?	What	are	some	good	manners	in	your	culture?	Have	you	ever	tried	learning	another	language?	Do	you	enjoy	outdoor
activities?	What	is	one	thing	you	would	like	to	learn?	What	makes	you	happy?	Have	you	ever	been	to	another	country?	Do	you	enjoy	watching	sports?	What	is	your	favorite	book?	Can	you	describe	your	dream	house?	What	do	you	like	most	about	weekends?	Do	you	prefer	summer	or	winter?	Why?	What	is	your	favorite	holiday	tradition?	Can	you
describe	your	favorite	type	of	shoes?	Have	you	ever	been	to	a	museum?	Do	you	enjoy	art?	What	is	something	you	are	proud	of?	What	is	your	favorite	type	of	transportation?	Advanced/Pro	(101-150)	What	are	some	challenges	in	learning	English?	Can	you	explain	a	custom	or	tradition	in	your	country?	How	do	you	stay	motivated	to	achieve	your	goals?
What	is	the	most	exciting	place	you	have	visited?	Do	you	believe	in	luck?	Why	or	why	not?	Can	you	describe	your	favorite	childhood	memory?	What	do	you	think	makes	a	good	leader?	How	do	you	spend	your	time	when	you	feel	stressed?	What	are	your	thoughts	on	climate	change?	Can	you	describe	an	important	event	in	your	life?	What	do	you	like
most	about	your	culture?	How	do	you	usually	prepare	for	exams	or	big	tasks?	What	is	your	opinion	about	social	media?	Can	you	describe	a	skill	you	have	learned	recently?	What	do	you	think	about	the	future	of	technology?	How	do	you	spend	your	holidays?	What	are	your	favorite	ways	to	relax	after	a	long	day?	Can	you	describe	a	famous	landmark	in
your	country?	What	is	the	most	difficult	decision	you	have	ever	made?	How	do	you	manage	your	time?	What	do	you	think	makes	a	great	friendship?	How	do	you	stay	healthy?	What	are	some	ways	people	can	help	the	environment?	What	do	you	think	about	working	remotely?	Can	you	explain	how	to	prepare	your	favorite	dish?	What	motivates	you	to
work	hard?	What	are	your	thoughts	on	traveling	alone?	Can	you	describe	a	person	who	inspires	you?	How	do	you	think	people	will	communicate	in	the	future?	What	is	something	you	want	to	achieve	in	the	next	five	years?	What	are	some	benefits	of	learning	a	second	language?	Can	you	share	a	story	about	overcoming	a	challenge?	What	do	you	think
about	the	importance	of	education?	How	would	you	describe	your	perfect	day?	What	are	some	ways	to	improve	communication	skills?	Can	you	discuss	the	importance	of	teamwork?	What	do	you	think	about	space	exploration?	How	do	you	stay	updated	on	current	events?	What	is	your	opinion	about	AI	and	its	impact	on	jobs?	Can	you	explain	how	you
celebrate	your	favorite	festival?	How	would	you	describe	the	best	vacation	you’ve	ever	had?	What	are	some	important	qualities	in	a	good	teacher?	Can	you	explain	your	favorite	type	of	exercise	or	sport?	What	do	you	think	about	the	role	of	art	in	society?	How	do	you	deal	with	failure?	Can	you	describe	a	movie	or	book	that	changed	your	perspective?
What	do	you	think	is	the	most	important	global	issue	today?	How	do	you	plan	for	your	future?	What	is	the	role	of	culture	in	shaping	our	identity?	Can	you	describe	how	you	would	spend	a	day	without	technology?	Read	more:	30	ESL	Conversation	Questions	About	Favorite	Food	and	Recipes	30	ESL	Conversation	Questions	About	Books	vs.	Movies:	30
ESL	Conversation	Questions	About	Sports	and	Fitness	30	ESL	Conversation	Questions	About	Your	Ideal	Weekend	30	ESL	Conversation	Questions	About	Cultural	Festivals	30	ESL	Conversation	Questions	About	the	Importance	of	Education	30	ESL	Conversation	Questions	About	Social	Media	30	ESL	Conversation	Questions	About	Childhood	Memories
30	ESL	Conversation	Questions	About	Dream	Jobs	Do	you	want	your	students	to	be	excited	to	speak	with	you	in	English?	Do	you	want	to	make	sure	you	always	know	where	the	conversation	is	going	and	what	to	say	next?	You	need	engaging	content,	interesting	conversation	starters,	and	questions	that	really	reel	them	in.	This	list	of	150	ESL
conversation	starters	will	give	you	everything	you	need	to	make	sure	you	always	have	something	interesting	to	talk	about	and	never	run	out	of	things	to	say!	If	you	want	to	improve	your	student’s	speaking	ability,	you	need	to	master	the	art	of	conversation.	You	have	to	know	how	to	get	your	students	speaking,	move	the	conversation	forward,	provide
feedback	and	make	it	all	feel	natural.	You	also	need	engaging	topics,	and	that	is	where	this	guide	comes	in.	One	of	the	problems	that	can	face	a	teacher	is	knowing	what	to	talk	about.	What	do	you	do	when	you’ve	finished	talking	about	work,	the	weather	and	then	realize	that	only	5	minutes	have	passed!	This	guide	has	everything	you	need	to	make
sure	you	never	run	out	of	topics	and	most	importantly,	you	always	have	something	interesting	to	say.	It	is	a	good	idea	to	pick	a	particular	topic	for	a	class	(or	even	have	your	student	pick	if	you	want	more	engagement	from	them).	Once	you	have	that	topic,	then	move	through	the	questions,	trying	to	get	as	much	from	each	one	as	possible.		Browse	our
ESL	teacher	resources	section	for	more	tips	and	printable	lesson	materials.	Adults	and	teens	usually	know	more	about	advanced	topics	than	children	(politics,	religion,	etc.)	That	being	said,	knowing	more	on	these	topics	doesn’t	necessarily	translate	to	being	able	to	speak	about	these	things	easily	so	don’t	assume	they	can	do	everything.	Be	aware	of
your	student’s	level	and	be	prepared	to	reframe	a	question	if	they	are	struggling	to	understand.		Where	do	you	work?	Do	you	enjoy	your	job?	Do	you	use	English	for	your	job?	Tell	me	about	your	last	job.	What	do	you	think	is	the	most	difficult	job	in	the	world?	What	do	you	think	is	the	easiest	job	in	the	world?	Where	would	you	work	if	you	could	pick
any	job?	Would	you	still	work	if	you	won	the	lottery?	Do	you	think	robots	will	replace	all	the	jobs	in	the	future?	What	kind	of	job	should	have	the	highest	salary?	In	this	post,	you’ll	get	20	topics	and	activities	for	Business	English	lessons.	Do	you	listen	to	music?	When	did	you	start	listening	to	music?	Do	you	play	a	musical	instrument?	What	do	you	think
the	future	of	music	will	be	like?	If	you	could	meet	any	musician,	who	would	it	be?	Why	do	people	like	music?	If	you	could	erase	a	musical	genre,	which	would	it	be?	Do	you	think	musical	success	comes	from	working	hard	or	luck?	What	was	the	first	album	you	bought?	Have	you	ever	downloaded	music	illegally?	What	is	a	holiday?	Do	you	often	go	on
holiday?	Where	did	you	last	go	on	holiday?	Where	would	you	like	to	go	on	holiday	next?	Do	you	prefer	relaxing	or	having	an	adventure	on	your	holiday?	Is	it	weird	to	go	on	holiday	by	yourself?	What	is	the	best	food	you’ve	eaten	while	on	holiday?	Can	you	imagine	what	holidays	500	years	ago	were	like?	Would	you	like	to	go	on	holiday	to	space?	What	do
you	think	the	future	of	the	holidays	will	be	like?	What	is	technology?	What	do	you	think	of	when	you	hear	the	word	‘technology’?	How	has	technology	changed	in	the	past?	How	has	technology	changed	your	life?	Could	you	live	without	technology?	Find	the	full	list	of	technology	questions	here	To	engage	a	child	in	conversation,	you	have	to	enter	their
world.	What	is	fun	for	them?	What	do	they	like	to	do?	Using	words/phrases	like	“wow”,	“That	sounds	tasty”,	“Awesome”	can	show	you	are	listening	to	them	and	make	things	more	fun	which	will	get	them	saying	more!	Do	you	have	a	pet?	What	do	you	think	pets	do	in	the	day?	What	do	pets	eat?	Are	cats	better	or	dogs?	What	is	the	best	name	for	a	pet?
Would	you	like	a	pet	spider?	Would	you	like	to	be	an	animal?	Which	one?	Why	do	we	have	pets?	Do	you	prefer	cute	or	fun	pets?	What	is	the	best	present	for	a	pet?	Do	you	like	school?	What	is	your	favorite	subject?	What	is	your	least	favorite	subject?	Who	is	your	favorite	teacher?	Why	do	people	have	to	go	to	school?	Do	you	like	homework?	What	would
you	do	if	you	were	the	headteacher?	How	could	schools	be	more	fun?	How	long	are	the	summer	holidays?	Can	you	learn	and	have	fun	at	the	same	time?	What	is	your	favorite	movie?	Who	is	your	favorite	character?	Who	is	your	least	favorite	character?	Do	you	like	Disney	movies?	What	was	the	last	movie	you	saw	at	the	cinema?	How	often	do	you	watch
movies?	Do	you	wish	you	could	live	in	a	movie?	Why	do	you	watch	movies?	Do	you	prefer	reading	books	or	movies?	Do	you	watch	any	movies	in	English?	Keeping	the	topics	simple	for	beginners	is	a	must	at	the	start.	Talking	about	their	hobbies	and	family	can	help,	as	these	are	areas	they	may	have	already	experience	in	talking	about.	If	a	student	is
really	struggling,	then	giving	them	phrases	to	use	such	as	“I	like	…”	can	help	get	the	ball	rolling.	What	is	your	favorite	food?	Why	do	you	like	it?	Do	you	like	to	cook?	What	dishes	can	you	make?	What	foods	are	popular	in	your	country?	Do	you	prefer	eating	at	home	or	at	restaurants?	Why?	What	is	a	typical	breakfast	in	your	home?	Have	you	ever	tried
food	from	another	country?	Did	you	like	it?	Do	you	like	spicy	food?	What	spicy	dishes	have	you	tried?	What	foods	do	you	dislike?	Why	don’t	you	like	them?	What	is	a	traditional	holiday	food	in	your	culture?	If	you	could	only	eat	one	food	for	the	rest	of	your	life,	what	would	it	be?	What	do	you	like	to	do?	Do	you	do	any	sports?	What	types	of	movie	do	you
like?	Do	you	play	video	games?	What	do	you	usually	do	with	friends?	Is	learning	English	a	hobby	or	work?	Do	you	have	any	unusual	hobbies?	Do	you	have	enough	time	for	your	hobbies?	What	is	a	common	hobby?	What	do	you	think	is	a	boring	hobby?	Do	you	live	with	your	family?	How	many	people	are	in	your	family?	Are	you	close	with	your	family?
How	often	do	you	see	your	family?	What	do	you	do	with	your	family	when	you	see	them?	Is	your	family	important	to	you?	Which	is	more	important,	friends	or	family?	Who	is	the	weirdest	person	in	your	family?	Are	families	less	important	nowadays	than	in	the	past?	What	would	happen	if	we	didn’t	have	families?	Where	do	you	live?	What	is	there	to	do
in	your	city?	What	is	your	place	like?	What	is	your	neighbourhood	like?	Are	there	any	parks	near	where	you	live?	Have	you	ever	lived	elsewhere?	How	many	rooms	does	your	place	have?	If	you	moved,	where	would	you	like	to	live?	Would	you	prefer	to	live	in	the	city	or	country?	Would	you	like	to	live	abroad?	Use	information	gap	activities	to	help	your
students	practice	speaking:	read	our	guide.	Nobody	wants	to	speak	about	the	same	mundane	topics,	especially	if	they’re	an	advanced	student.	Being	able	to	mix	it	up	is	a	great	attribute	to	have	as	a	teacher.	Not	only	will	you	have	memorable	lessons	with	these	conversation	starters,	but	it	will	really	test	the	ability	of	the	students	to	think	about	topics
they	aren’t	used	to	(instead	of	rolling	off	easy	answers	about	familiar	topics.)	What’s	the	most	epic	fail	you’ve	ever	witnessed	in	person?	Have	you	ever	had	a	funny	cooking	fail?	What	happened,	and	how	did	it	turn	out?	What’s	the	most	hilarious	fashion	fail	you’ve	ever	seen	or	experienced?	Have	you	ever	had	a	technology	fail	at	the	worst	possible
moment?	What	was	the	situation,	and	how	did	you	handle	it?	What’s	the	funniest	sports	fail	you’ve	ever	seen,	either	in	person	or	online?	Have	you	ever	had	a	humorous	translation	fail	when	trying	to	communicate	in	a	foreign	language?	What	did	you	say,	and	what	did	you	mean	to	say?	What’s	the	most	amusing	autocorrect	fail	you’ve	ever	experienced
or	seen?	Have	you	ever	had	a	funny	fail	while	trying	to	impress	someone	you	liked?	What	happened,	and	how	did	they	react?	What’s	the	most	comical	pet	fail	you’ve	ever	witnessed	or	heard	about?	Have	you	ever	had	a	hilarious	DIY	or	home	improvement	fail?	What	went	wrong,	and	how	did	you	fix	it?	What	is	your	zombie	apocalypse	plan?	Who	would
you	take	with	you?	What	would	be	your	weapon	of	choice?	What	would	you	do	if	a	friend	got	bitten	by	a	zombie?	What	would	you	do	if	you	got	bitten	by	a	zombie?	What	food	would	you	take	with	you?	Do	you	think	governments	should	have	a	zombie	apocalypse	plan?	Do	you	think	everyone	should	have	a	zombie	apocalypse	plan?	Is	a	zombie	outbreak	a
likely	scenario?	Why	do	you	think	there	are	so	many	movies	and	TV	series	based	on	zombies?	If	you	could	have	a	superpower,	what	would	it	be?	What	do	you	think	is	the	weirdest	superpower	in	comic	books?	Are	some	superpowers	too	powerful?	Would	you	like	a	superpower	where	you	could	turn	things	into	gold	by	touching	them?	What	is	the
weakest	superpower	in	a	comic	book?	Have	we	already	seen	every	kind	of	superpower	possible	in	a	comic	book?	Are	there	some	people	in	the	real	world	that	have	superpowers?	(doctors	etc)	Would	you	like	a	superpower	where	you	could	turn	things	into	chocolate?	Would	it	be	better	to	be	super	strong	or	super	smart?	Would	you	like	the	power	to
travel	through	time?	If	you	were	granted	3	wishes,	what	would	they	be?	Is	wishing	for	more	wishes	cheating?	Should	there	be	any	other	rules	for	people	granted	wishes?	Have	you	seen	any	movies	with	a	magic	lamp?	Do	you	think	there	is	a	better	object	that	could	house	a	genie?	Why	are	we	interested	in	stories	of	people	having	wishes?	Have	any	of
your	wishes	come	true	in	real	life?	Do	you	make	a	wish	when	you	blow	out	the	candles	on	a	cake?	Is	it	bad	luck	to	tell	someone	what	your	wish	is	when	blowing	out	the	candles?	What	other	ways	do	people	make	wishes?	These	are	topics	that	you	need	to	be	careful	with	and	use	your	judgement	based	on	the	student’s	background.	You	need	to	wait	until
you	know	a	student	to	find	out	what	material	is	appropriate	for	them.	That	being	said,	If	used	correctly,	then	these	can	be	really	interesting	and	get	the	student	thinking	about	“real	issues”.		Do	you	think	social	media	has	had	a	positive	or	negative	impact	on	society?	Why?	Should	governments	have	the	right	to	monitor	citizens’	online	activities	for
security	purposes?	Is	technology	making	people	less	social	or	more	connected?	Do	you	believe	that	artificial	intelligence	will	eventually	take	over	many	human	jobs?	Should	parents	limit	their	children’s	screen	time	and	use	of	technology?	Is	online	privacy	a	fundamental	human	right,	or	should	people	accept	less	privacy	in	the	digital	age?	Do	you	think
technology	is	making	people	smarter	or	more	dependent	on	devices?	Should	schools	incorporate	more	technology	in	the	classroom,	or	focus	on	traditional	teaching	methods?	Is	the	rise	of	fake	news	and	misinformation	on	the	internet	a	serious	threat	to	democracy?	Do	the	benefits	of	technological	advancement	outweigh	the	potential	negative
consequences	for	society?	Find	more	questions	about	social	media	and	questions	about	technology	here.	What	do	you	think	about	the	death	penalty?	Do	you	know	which	countries	still	use	the	death	penalty?	Why	do	you	think	some	countries	use	the	death	penalty?	Do	you	know	of	any	famous	executions?	Should	the	death	penalty	be	outlawed?	If	we
removed	the	death	penalty	then	what	punishment	should	replace	it?	What	is	the	most	humane	form	of	execution?	What	would	your	“last	meal”	be?	Does	the	fear	of	the	death	penalty	reduce	crime?	How	has	execution	changed	over	the	years?	What	is	abortion?	Should	abortion	be	legal?	Why	do	you	think	some	people	are	“pro	choice”?	Why	do	you	think
some	people	are	“pro	life”?	What	do	you	think	of	abortion	in	cases	where	the	baby	was	conceived	due	to	rape?	What	do	you	think	of	abortion	in	cases	where	the	Mother’s	life	is	in	danger	(due	to	being	pregnant)?	Should	the	father	“get	a	say”	in	the	matter	of	abortion?	What	advice	would	you	give	to	a	family	member	who	was	thinking	of	getting	an
abortion?	Should	people	be	allowed	to	protest	against	abortion?	What	do	you	think	the	future	laws	on	abortion	will	be?	What	is	corruption?	Is	there	corruption	in	your	country?	Why	does	corruption	exist?	Would	you	consider	taking	a	bribe?	Would	you	consider	offering	a	bribe?	Are	some	types	of	corruption	better	than	others?	Which	countries	have	the
most	corruption?	Which	countries	have	the	least	corruption?	Are	there	any	stories	of	corruption	that	you	can	remember?	Is	it	possible	to	get	rid	of	corruption	entirely?	Get	a	list	of	110	“Would	you	rather”	questions	for	your	conversation	lessons.	Here	are	some	additional	tips	to	make	sure	your	students	are	getting	the	most	out	of	their	conversation
lessons	and	will	be	excited	about	coming	back	for	more.	Some	of	these	will	take	time	to	internalize	and	get	right	but	be	aware	of	them	and	experiment	to	get	them	just	right.	Don’t	feel	like	you	have	to	stick	rigidly	to	the	list	of	conversation	starters.	If	a	question	takes	you	down	a	different	conversational	thread	then	go	with	it.	The	important	thing	is
that	the	student	is	talking,	you	can	always	return	to	“the	script”	later.	Correcting	a	student	immediately	can	often	be	useful,	but	in	conversation,	it	can	really	kill	the	flow	as	well	as	a	student’s	confidence	if	done	too	often.	A	good	idea	is	to	make	notes	of	any	major	problems	and	then	mention	them	after	a	particular	section	instead.	On	top	of	this,	try
not	to	interrupt	a	student	once	they	are	speaking.	For	each	answer,	try	to	milk	everything	out	of	them	that	you	can	before	you	have	“your	turn	to	speak”.	As	well	as	the	frequency	of	correction,	consider	the	amount	being	corrected.	Don’t	feel	like	you	have	to	correct	EVERYTHING.	Especially	if	a	student	is	starting	out	and	is	a	bit	nervous.	Pick	a	few
problems	areas	and	focus	on	that,	if	you	mention	too	many	things	at	once	it	can	be	overwhelming	and	can	really	lower	a	student’s	confidence.	Be	strict	when	a	student	gives	you	short	answers.	If	a	student	gives	you	an	answer	like	“yes”	then	force	more	out	of	them	with	“yes…	because”	or	“no…	but”.	The	idea	is	to	get	them	using	the	language	more.
Try	to	inject	some	personality	when	using	these	ESL	conversation	topics.	It	should	feel	more	like	a	conversation	rather	than	a	robot	giving	an	interview.	Some	students	will	struggle	with	certain	subjects	as	they	just	don’t	know	enough	about	the	topic.	If	it’s	a	bit	of	a	challenge	then	push	through	but	if	they	can’t	even	talk	about	a	topic	in	their	native
language	then	it	may	be	an	idea	to	move	on	to	another	subject.	Allowing	a	student	to	pick	a	topic	can	be	a	great	way	of	engaging	them	more.	This	also	has	the	added	benefit	of	helping	a	younger	student	(such	as	a	teenager)	feel	more	empowered	as	they	can	make	their	own	decisions.	Get	18	statesman	tips	on	giving	great	conversation	for	teens	and
adults	in	this	post.	There	you	have	it!	All	you	need	to	make	sure	you	never	run	out	of	things	to	say.	Get	these	printed	out	as	your	go-to	cheat	sheets	and	bookmark	this	page	so	you	can	easily	come	back	to	them	for	future	classes.	Hopefully,	these	ESL	conversation	starters	and	questions	will	spark	your	own	ideas	for	topics	you	can	use	in	class.	If	you
are	teaching	one-to-one,	you	could	even	write	niche	topics	especially	for	that	student’s	interests	(e.g	skateboarding,	knitting	or	chess).	Remember,	match	the	topics	to	the	student’s	level,	keep	it	fun	and	once	they	start	talking	don’t	get	in	the	way!	Do	you	want	your	students	to	be	excited	to	speak	with	you	in	English?	Do	you	want	to	make	sure	you
always	know	where	the	conversation	is	going	and	what	to	say	next?	You	need	engaging	content,	interesting	conversation	starters,	and	questions	that	really	reel	them	in.	This	list	of	150	ESL	conversation	starters	will	give	you	everything	you	need	to	make	sure	you	always	have	something	interesting	to	talk	about	and	never	run	out	of	things	to	say!	If
you	want	to	improve	your	student’s	speaking	ability,	you	need	to	master	the	art	of	conversation.	You	have	to	know	how	to	get	your	students	speaking,	move	the	conversation	forward,	provide	feedback	and	make	it	all	feel	natural.	You	also	need	engaging	topics,	and	that	is	where	this	guide	comes	in.	One	of	the	problems	that	can	face	a	teacher	is
knowing	what	to	talk	about.	What	do	you	do	when	you’ve	finished	talking	about	work,	the	weather	and	then	realize	that	only	5	minutes	have	passed!	This	guide	has	everything	you	need	to	make	sure	you	never	run	out	of	topics	and	most	importantly,	you	always	have	something	interesting	to	say.	It	is	a	good	idea	to	pick	a	particular	topic	for	a	class	(or
even	have	your	student	pick	if	you	want	more	engagement	from	them).	Once	you	have	that	topic,	then	move	through	the	questions,	trying	to	get	as	much	from	each	one	as	possible.		Browse	our	ESL	teacher	resources	section	for	more	tips	and	printable	lesson	materials.	Adults	and	teens	usually	know	more	about	advanced	topics	than	children	(politics,
religion,	etc.)	That	being	said,	knowing	more	on	these	topics	doesn’t	necessarily	translate	to	being	able	to	speak	about	these	things	easily	so	don’t	assume	they	can	do	everything.	Be	aware	of	your	student’s	level	and	be	prepared	to	reframe	a	question	if	they	are	struggling	to	understand.		Where	do	you	work?	Do	you	enjoy	your	job?	Do	you	use	English
for	your	job?	Tell	me	about	your	last	job.	What	do	you	think	is	the	most	difficult	job	in	the	world?	What	do	you	think	is	the	easiest	job	in	the	world?	Where	would	you	work	if	you	could	pick	any	job?	Would	you	still	work	if	you	won	the	lottery?	Do	you	think	robots	will	replace	all	the	jobs	in	the	future?	What	kind	of	job	should	have	the	highest	salary?	In
this	post,	you’ll	get	20	topics	and	activities	for	Business	English	lessons.	Do	you	listen	to	music?	When	did	you	start	listening	to	music?	Do	you	play	a	musical	instrument?	What	do	you	think	the	future	of	music	will	be	like?	If	you	could	meet	any	musician,	who	would	it	be?	Why	do	people	like	music?	If	you	could	erase	a	musical	genre,	which	would	it
be?	Do	you	think	musical	success	comes	from	working	hard	or	luck?	What	was	the	first	album	you	bought?	Have	you	ever	downloaded	music	illegally?	What	is	a	holiday?	Do	you	often	go	on	holiday?	Where	did	you	last	go	on	holiday?	Where	would	you	like	to	go	on	holiday	next?	Do	you	prefer	relaxing	or	having	an	adventure	on	your	holiday?	Is	it	weird
to	go	on	holiday	by	yourself?	What	is	the	best	food	you’ve	eaten	while	on	holiday?	Can	you	imagine	what	holidays	500	years	ago	were	like?	Would	you	like	to	go	on	holiday	to	space?	What	do	you	think	the	future	of	the	holidays	will	be	like?	What	is	technology?	What	do	you	think	of	when	you	hear	the	word	‘technology’?	How	has	technology	changed	in
the	past?	How	has	technology	changed	your	life?	Could	you	live	without	technology?	Find	the	full	list	of	technology	questions	here	To	engage	a	child	in	conversation,	you	have	to	enter	their	world.	What	is	fun	for	them?	What	do	they	like	to	do?	Using	words/phrases	like	“wow”,	“That	sounds	tasty”,	“Awesome”	can	show	you	are	listening	to	them	and
make	things	more	fun	which	will	get	them	saying	more!	Do	you	have	a	pet?	What	do	you	think	pets	do	in	the	day?	What	do	pets	eat?	Are	cats	better	or	dogs?	What	is	the	best	name	for	a	pet?	Would	you	like	a	pet	spider?	Would	you	like	to	be	an	animal?	Which	one?	Why	do	we	have	pets?	Do	you	prefer	cute	or	fun	pets?	What	is	the	best	present	for	a
pet?	Do	you	like	school?	What	is	your	favorite	subject?	What	is	your	least	favorite	subject?	Who	is	your	favorite	teacher?	Why	do	people	have	to	go	to	school?	Do	you	like	homework?	What	would	you	do	if	you	were	the	headteacher?	How	could	schools	be	more	fun?	How	long	are	the	summer	holidays?	Can	you	learn	and	have	fun	at	the	same	time?	What
is	your	favorite	movie?	Who	is	your	favorite	character?	Who	is	your	least	favorite	character?	Do	you	like	Disney	movies?	What	was	the	last	movie	you	saw	at	the	cinema?	How	often	do	you	watch	movies?	Do	you	wish	you	could	live	in	a	movie?	Why	do	you	watch	movies?	Do	you	prefer	reading	books	or	movies?	Do	you	watch	any	movies	in	English?
Keeping	the	topics	simple	for	beginners	is	a	must	at	the	start.	Talking	about	their	hobbies	and	family	can	help,	as	these	are	areas	they	may	have	already	experience	in	talking	about.	If	a	student	is	really	struggling,	then	giving	them	phrases	to	use	such	as	“I	like	…”	can	help	get	the	ball	rolling.	What	is	your	favorite	food?	Why	do	you	like	it?	Do	you	like
to	cook?	What	dishes	can	you	make?	What	foods	are	popular	in	your	country?	Do	you	prefer	eating	at	home	or	at	restaurants?	Why?	What	is	a	typical	breakfast	in	your	home?	Have	you	ever	tried	food	from	another	country?	Did	you	like	it?	Do	you	like	spicy	food?	What	spicy	dishes	have	you	tried?	What	foods	do	you	dislike?	Why	don’t	you	like	them?
What	is	a	traditional	holiday	food	in	your	culture?	If	you	could	only	eat	one	food	for	the	rest	of	your	life,	what	would	it	be?	What	do	you	like	to	do?	Do	you	do	any	sports?	What	types	of	movie	do	you	like?	Do	you	play	video	games?	What	do	you	usually	do	with	friends?	Is	learning	English	a	hobby	or	work?	Do	you	have	any	unusual	hobbies?	Do	you	have
enough	time	for	your	hobbies?	What	is	a	common	hobby?	What	do	you	think	is	a	boring	hobby?	Do	you	live	with	your	family?	How	many	people	are	in	your	family?	Are	you	close	with	your	family?	How	often	do	you	see	your	family?	What	do	you	do	with	your	family	when	you	see	them?	Is	your	family	important	to	you?	Which	is	more	important,	friends	or
family?	Who	is	the	weirdest	person	in	your	family?	Are	families	less	important	nowadays	than	in	the	past?	What	would	happen	if	we	didn’t	have	families?	Where	do	you	live?	What	is	there	to	do	in	your	city?	What	is	your	place	like?	What	is	your	neighbourhood	like?	Are	there	any	parks	near	where	you	live?	Have	you	ever	lived	elsewhere?	How	many
rooms	does	your	place	have?	If	you	moved,	where	would	you	like	to	live?	Would	you	prefer	to	live	in	the	city	or	country?	Would	you	like	to	live	abroad?	Use	information	gap	activities	to	help	your	students	practice	speaking:	read	our	guide.	Nobody	wants	to	speak	about	the	same	mundane	topics,	especially	if	they’re	an	advanced	student.	Being	able	to
mix	it	up	is	a	great	attribute	to	have	as	a	teacher.	Not	only	will	you	have	memorable	lessons	with	these	conversation	starters,	but	it	will	really	test	the	ability	of	the	students	to	think	about	topics	they	aren’t	used	to	(instead	of	rolling	off	easy	answers	about	familiar	topics.)	What’s	the	most	epic	fail	you’ve	ever	witnessed	in	person?	Have	you	ever	had	a
funny	cooking	fail?	What	happened,	and	how	did	it	turn	out?	What’s	the	most	hilarious	fashion	fail	you’ve	ever	seen	or	experienced?	Have	you	ever	had	a	technology	fail	at	the	worst	possible	moment?	What	was	the	situation,	and	how	did	you	handle	it?	What’s	the	funniest	sports	fail	you’ve	ever	seen,	either	in	person	or	online?	Have	you	ever	had	a
humorous	translation	fail	when	trying	to	communicate	in	a	foreign	language?	What	did	you	say,	and	what	did	you	mean	to	say?	What’s	the	most	amusing	autocorrect	fail	you’ve	ever	experienced	or	seen?	Have	you	ever	had	a	funny	fail	while	trying	to	impress	someone	you	liked?	What	happened,	and	how	did	they	react?	What’s	the	most	comical	pet	fail
you’ve	ever	witnessed	or	heard	about?	Have	you	ever	had	a	hilarious	DIY	or	home	improvement	fail?	What	went	wrong,	and	how	did	you	fix	it?	What	is	your	zombie	apocalypse	plan?	Who	would	you	take	with	you?	What	would	be	your	weapon	of	choice?	What	would	you	do	if	a	friend	got	bitten	by	a	zombie?	What	would	you	do	if	you	got	bitten	by	a
zombie?	What	food	would	you	take	with	you?	Do	you	think	governments	should	have	a	zombie	apocalypse	plan?	Do	you	think	everyone	should	have	a	zombie	apocalypse	plan?	Is	a	zombie	outbreak	a	likely	scenario?	Why	do	you	think	there	are	so	many	movies	and	TV	series	based	on	zombies?	If	you	could	have	a	superpower,	what	would	it	be?	What	do
you	think	is	the	weirdest	superpower	in	comic	books?	Are	some	superpowers	too	powerful?	Would	you	like	a	superpower	where	you	could	turn	things	into	gold	by	touching	them?	What	is	the	weakest	superpower	in	a	comic	book?	Have	we	already	seen	every	kind	of	superpower	possible	in	a	comic	book?	Are	there	some	people	in	the	real	world	that
have	superpowers?	(doctors	etc)	Would	you	like	a	superpower	where	you	could	turn	things	into	chocolate?	Would	it	be	better	to	be	super	strong	or	super	smart?	Would	you	like	the	power	to	travel	through	time?	If	you	were	granted	3	wishes,	what	would	they	be?	Is	wishing	for	more	wishes	cheating?	Should	there	be	any	other	rules	for	people	granted
wishes?	Have	you	seen	any	movies	with	a	magic	lamp?	Do	you	think	there	is	a	better	object	that	could	house	a	genie?	Why	are	we	interested	in	stories	of	people	having	wishes?	Have	any	of	your	wishes	come	true	in	real	life?	Do	you	make	a	wish	when	you	blow	out	the	candles	on	a	cake?	Is	it	bad	luck	to	tell	someone	what	your	wish	is	when	blowing
out	the	candles?	What	other	ways	do	people	make	wishes?	These	are	topics	that	you	need	to	be	careful	with	and	use	your	judgement	based	on	the	student’s	background.	You	need	to	wait	until	you	know	a	student	to	find	out	what	material	is	appropriate	for	them.	That	being	said,	If	used	correctly,	then	these	can	be	really	interesting	and	get	the	student
thinking	about	“real	issues”.		Do	you	think	social	media	has	had	a	positive	or	negative	impact	on	society?	Why?	Should	governments	have	the	right	to	monitor	citizens’	online	activities	for	security	purposes?	Is	technology	making	people	less	social	or	more	connected?	Do	you	believe	that	artificial	intelligence	will	eventually	take	over	many	human	jobs?
Should	parents	limit	their	children’s	screen	time	and	use	of	technology?	Is	online	privacy	a	fundamental	human	right,	or	should	people	accept	less	privacy	in	the	digital	age?	Do	you	think	technology	is	making	people	smarter	or	more	dependent	on	devices?	Should	schools	incorporate	more	technology	in	the	classroom,	or	focus	on	traditional	teaching
methods?	Is	the	rise	of	fake	news	and	misinformation	on	the	internet	a	serious	threat	to	democracy?	Do	the	benefits	of	technological	advancement	outweigh	the	potential	negative	consequences	for	society?	Find	more	questions	about	social	media	and	questions	about	technology	here.	What	do	you	think	about	the	death	penalty?	Do	you	know	which
countries	still	use	the	death	penalty?	Why	do	you	think	some	countries	use	the	death	penalty?	Do	you	know	of	any	famous	executions?	Should	the	death	penalty	be	outlawed?	If	we	removed	the	death	penalty	then	what	punishment	should	replace	it?	What	is	the	most	humane	form	of	execution?	What	would	your	“last	meal”	be?	Does	the	fear	of	the
death	penalty	reduce	crime?	How	has	execution	changed	over	the	years?	What	is	abortion?	Should	abortion	be	legal?	Why	do	you	think	some	people	are	“pro	choice”?	Why	do	you	think	some	people	are	“pro	life”?	What	do	you	think	of	abortion	in	cases	where	the	baby	was	conceived	due	to	rape?	What	do	you	think	of	abortion	in	cases	where	the
Mother’s	life	is	in	danger	(due	to	being	pregnant)?	Should	the	father	“get	a	say”	in	the	matter	of	abortion?	What	advice	would	you	give	to	a	family	member	who	was	thinking	of	getting	an	abortion?	Should	people	be	allowed	to	protest	against	abortion?	What	do	you	think	the	future	laws	on	abortion	will	be?	What	is	corruption?	Is	there	corruption	in
your	country?	Why	does	corruption	exist?	Would	you	consider	taking	a	bribe?	Would	you	consider	offering	a	bribe?	Are	some	types	of	corruption	better	than	others?	Which	countries	have	the	most	corruption?	Which	countries	have	the	least	corruption?	Are	there	any	stories	of	corruption	that	you	can	remember?	Is	it	possible	to	get	rid	of	corruption
entirely?	Get	a	list	of	110	“Would	you	rather”	questions	for	your	conversation	lessons.	Here	are	some	additional	tips	to	make	sure	your	students	are	getting	the	most	out	of	their	conversation	lessons	and	will	be	excited	about	coming	back	for	more.	Some	of	these	will	take	time	to	internalize	and	get	right	but	be	aware	of	them	and	experiment	to	get
them	just	right.	Don’t	feel	like	you	have	to	stick	rigidly	to	the	list	of	conversation	starters.	If	a	question	takes	you	down	a	different	conversational	thread	then	go	with	it.	The	important	thing	is	that	the	student	is	talking,	you	can	always	return	to	“the	script”	later.	Correcting	a	student	immediately	can	often	be	useful,	but	in	conversation,	it	can	really
kill	the	flow	as	well	as	a	student’s	confidence	if	done	too	often.	A	good	idea	is	to	make	notes	of	any	major	problems	and	then	mention	them	after	a	particular	section	instead.	On	top	of	this,	try	not	to	interrupt	a	student	once	they	are	speaking.	For	each	answer,	try	to	milk	everything	out	of	them	that	you	can	before	you	have	“your	turn	to	speak”.	As
well	as	the	frequency	of	correction,	consider	the	amount	being	corrected.	Don’t	feel	like	you	have	to	correct	EVERYTHING.	Especially	if	a	student	is	starting	out	and	is	a	bit	nervous.	Pick	a	few	problems	areas	and	focus	on	that,	if	you	mention	too	many	things	at	once	it	can	be	overwhelming	and	can	really	lower	a	student’s	confidence.	Be	strict	when	a
student	gives	you	short	answers.	If	a	student	gives	you	an	answer	like	“yes”	then	force	more	out	of	them	with	“yes…	because”	or	“no…	but”.	The	idea	is	to	get	them	using	the	language	more.	Try	to	inject	some	personality	when	using	these	ESL	conversation	topics.	It	should	feel	more	like	a	conversation	rather	than	a	robot	giving	an	interview.	Some
students	will	struggle	with	certain	subjects	as	they	just	don’t	know	enough	about	the	topic.	If	it’s	a	bit	of	a	challenge	then	push	through	but	if	they	can’t	even	talk	about	a	topic	in	their	native	language	then	it	may	be	an	idea	to	move	on	to	another	subject.	Allowing	a	student	to	pick	a	topic	can	be	a	great	way	of	engaging	them	more.	This	also	has	the
added	benefit	of	helping	a	younger	student	(such	as	a	teenager)	feel	more	empowered	as	they	can	make	their	own	decisions.	Get	18	statesman	tips	on	giving	great	conversation	for	teens	and	adults	in	this	post.	There	you	have	it!	All	you	need	to	make	sure	you	never	run	out	of	things	to	say.	Get	these	printed	out	as	your	go-to	cheat	sheets	and
bookmark	this	page	so	you	can	easily	come	back	to	them	for	future	classes.	Hopefully,	these	ESL	conversation	starters	and	questions	will	spark	your	own	ideas	for	topics	you	can	use	in	class.	If	you	are	teaching	one-to-one,	you	could	even	write	niche	topics	especially	for	that	student’s	interests	(e.g	skateboarding,	knitting	or	chess).	Remember,	match
the	topics	to	the	student’s	level,	keep	it	fun	and	once	they	start	talking	don’t	get	in	the	way!	ESL	conversation	questions	are	essential	for	language	learners	to	practice	speaking	and	enhance	their	communication	skills.	These	questions	cover	a	variety	of	topics,	including	personal	interests,	food	preferences,	and	travel	experiences.	For	example,
learners	can	discuss	favorite	hobbies	like	hiking	or	their	dream	job	of	becoming	a	teacher.	Additionally,	incorporating	cultural	aspects	can	lead	to	deeper	conversations.	Exploring	these	questions	can	provide	learners	with	practical	ways	to	engage	in	English	conversations	and	improve	fluency	further	along	the	way.	1.	What	is	your	name?	My	name	is
John.	2.	Where	are	you	from?	I	am	from	Brazil.	3.	How	old	are	you?	I	am	25	years	old.	4.	What	is	your	favorite	color?	My	favorite	color	is	blue.	5.	Do	you	have	any	pets?	Yes,	I	have	a	dog.	6.	What	do	you	like	to	eat?	I	like	to	eat	pizza.	7.	What	is	your	favorite	hobby?	My	favorite	hobby	is	reading.	8.	Do	you	like	to	watch	movies?	Yes,	I	love	watching
movies.	9.	What	is	your	favorite	season?	My	favorite	season	is	summer.	10.	Can	you	play	a	musical	instrument?	Yes,	I	can	play	the	guitar.	11.	What	did	you	do	last	weekend?	I	went	hiking	with	my	friends.	12.	What	is	your	dream	job?	My	dream	job	is	to	be	a	teacher.	13.	What	type	of	music	do	you	enjoy?	I	enjoy	pop	music.	14.	How	often	do	you
exercise?	I	exercise	three	times	a	week.	15.	What	is	your	favorite	book?	My	favorite	book	is	“To	Kill	a	Mockingbird.”	16.	Have	you	traveled	to	another	country?	Yes,	I	have	been	to	France.	17.	What	is	one	thing	you	want	to	learn?	I	want	to	learn	how	to	cook.	18.	What	is	your	favorite	food	to	cook?	My	favorite	food	to	cook	is	pasta.	19.	How	do	you
usually	celebrate	your	birthday?	I	usually	celebrate	my	birthday	with	a	party.	20.	What	is	your	favorite	way	to	relax?	I	like	to	relax	by	listening	to	music.	21.	What	are	your	plans	for	the	future?	I	plan	to	travel	and	continue	my	education.	22.	What	is	a	tradition	in	your	culture?	A	tradition	in	my	culture	is	celebrating	New	Year’s	Eve	with	fireworks.	23.
What	is	your	favorite	place	in	your	city?	My	favorite	place	is	the	park.	24.	Do	you	prefer	the	beach	or	the	mountains?	Why?	I	prefer	the	beach	because	I	love	swimming.	25.	What	is	your	favorite	holiday?	My	favorite	holiday	is	Christmas.	26.	How	do	you	practice	your	English?	I	practice	by	speaking	with	friends	and	watching	movies.	27.	What	is	your
favorite	sport?	My	favorite	sport	is	soccer.	28.	What	do	you	usually	do	after	school	or	work?	I	usually	go	home	and	relax.	29.	What	is	something	interesting	about	your	hometown?	My	hometown	has	a	famous	festival	every	year.	30.	How	do	you	stay	in	touch	with	friends?	I	stay	in	touch	through	social	media	and	texting.	31.	What	challenges	do	you	face
when	learning	a	new	language?	I	find	it	difficult	to	understand	native	speakers.	32.	How	has	learning	English	impacted	your	life?	Learning	English	has	opened	many	opportunities	for	me.	33.	What	are	some	effective	strategies	for	improving	language	skills?	I	believe	immersing	yourself	in	the	language	is	very	effective.	34.	How	do	cultural	differences
affect	communication?	Cultural	differences	can	lead	to	misunderstandings.	35.	What	role	does	technology	play	in	language	learning?	Technology	provides	various	resources	for	practice	and	learning.	36.	How	do	you	feel	about	online	language	learning	compared	to	traditional	classes?	I	think	online	learning	offers	flexibility	but	can	lack	personal
interaction.	37.	What	is	the	importance	of	practicing	speaking	skills?	Practicing	speaking	skills	builds	confidence	and	fluency.	38.	How	can	learning	English	benefit	your	career?	It	can	enhance	job	opportunities	and	allow	better	communication.	39.	What	are	the	pros	and	cons	of	living	in	a	foreign	country?	Pros	include	cultural	experiences;	cons	might
be	homesickness.	40.	How	do	you	deal	with	frustration	when	learning	something	new?	I	take	breaks	and	remind	myself	that	learning	takes	time.	41.	What	is	your	opinion	on	bilingual	education?	I	believe	it	is	beneficial	for	cognitive	development.	42.	How	do	you	think	globalization	affects	language	learning?	Globalization	increases	the	importance	of
learning	multiple	languages.	43.	What	is	the	most	memorable	experience	you’ve	had	while	learning	English?	My	most	memorable	experience	was	speaking	with	a	native	speaker	for	the	first	time.	44.	How	do	you	approach	learning	new	vocabulary?	I	use	flashcards	and	try	to	use	new	words	in	sentences.	45.	What	cultural	aspects	have	you	learned
about	through	language?	I	have	learned	about	traditions	and	values	in	different	cultures.	46.	How	important	is	it	to	practice	listening	skills	in	language	learning?	It	is	crucial	for	understanding	and	effective	communication.	47.	What	are	some	common	mistakes	learners	make	when	speaking?	Common	mistakes	include	mispronunciation	and	incorrect
grammar.	48.	How	do	you	stay	motivated	while	learning	a	language?	I	set	goals	and	reward	myself	for	achieving	them.	49.	What	advice	would	you	give	to	someone	starting	to	learn	English?	I	would	advise	them	to	practice	regularly	and	not	be	afraid	to	make	mistakes.	50.	How	do	you	see	your	language	skills	evolving	in	the	next	five	years?	I	hope	to
become	fluent	and	able	to	communicate	effortlessly.	Conclusion	In	the	vibrant	tapestry	of	language	learning,	these	50	easy	ESL	conversation	questions	serve	as	colorful	threads,	weaving	connections	between	diverse	minds.	Each	question,	like	a	key,	opens	the	door	to	shared	experiences	and	cultural	insights.	As	learners	engage	in	dialogue,	they
cultivate	a	garden	of	understanding,	where	ideas	blossom	and	friendships	take	root.	Ultimately,	these	conversations	illuminate	the	path	to	fluency,	transforming	hesitant	whispers	into	confident	exchanges	that	echo	through	the	corridors	of	communication.	Do	you	want	your	students	to	be	excited	to	speak	with	you	in	English?	Do	you	want	to	make
sure	you	always	know	where	the	conversation	is	going	and	what	to	say	next?	You	need	engaging	content,	interesting	conversation	starters,	and	questions	that	really	reel	them	in.	This	list	of	150	ESL	conversation	starters	will	give	you	everything	you	need	to	make	sure	you	always	have	something	interesting	to	talk	about	and	never	run	out	of	things	to
say!	If	you	want	to	improve	your	student’s	speaking	ability,	you	need	to	master	the	art	of	conversation.	You	have	to	know	how	to	get	your	students	speaking,	move	the	conversation	forward,	provide	feedback	and	make	it	all	feel	natural.	You	also	need	engaging	topics,	and	that	is	where	this	guide	comes	in.	One	of	the	problems	that	can	face	a	teacher	is
knowing	what	to	talk	about.	What	do	you	do	when	you’ve	finished	talking	about	work,	the	weather	and	then	realize	that	only	5	minutes	have	passed!	This	guide	has	everything	you	need	to	make	sure	you	never	run	out	of	topics	and	most	importantly,	you	always	have	something	interesting	to	say.	It	is	a	good	idea	to	pick	a	particular	topic	for	a	class	(or
even	have	your	student	pick	if	you	want	more	engagement	from	them).	Once	you	have	that	topic,	then	move	through	the	questions,	trying	to	get	as	much	from	each	one	as	possible.		Browse	our	ESL	teacher	resources	section	for	more	tips	and	printable	lesson	materials.	Adults	and	teens	usually	know	more	about	advanced	topics	than	children	(politics,
religion,	etc.)	That	being	said,	knowing	more	on	these	topics	doesn’t	necessarily	translate	to	being	able	to	speak	about	these	things	easily	so	don’t	assume	they	can	do	everything.	Be	aware	of	your	student’s	level	and	be	prepared	to	reframe	a	question	if	they	are	struggling	to	understand.		Where	do	you	work?	Do	you	enjoy	your	job?	Do	you	use	English
for	your	job?	Tell	me	about	your	last	job.	What	do	you	think	is	the	most	difficult	job	in	the	world?	What	do	you	think	is	the	easiest	job	in	the	world?	Where	would	you	work	if	you	could	pick	any	job?	Would	you	still	work	if	you	won	the	lottery?	Do	you	think	robots	will	replace	all	the	jobs	in	the	future?	What	kind	of	job	should	have	the	highest	salary?	In
this	post,	you’ll	get	20	topics	and	activities	for	Business	English	lessons.	Do	you	listen	to	music?	When	did	you	start	listening	to	music?	Do	you	play	a	musical	instrument?	What	do	you	think	the	future	of	music	will	be	like?	If	you	could	meet	any	musician,	who	would	it	be?	Why	do	people	like	music?	If	you	could	erase	a	musical	genre,	which	would	it
be?	Do	you	think	musical	success	comes	from	working	hard	or	luck?	What	was	the	first	album	you	bought?	Have	you	ever	downloaded	music	illegally?	What	is	a	holiday?	Do	you	often	go	on	holiday?	Where	did	you	last	go	on	holiday?	Where	would	you	like	to	go	on	holiday	next?	Do	you	prefer	relaxing	or	having	an	adventure	on	your	holiday?	Is	it	weird
to	go	on	holiday	by	yourself?	What	is	the	best	food	you’ve	eaten	while	on	holiday?	Can	you	imagine	what	holidays	500	years	ago	were	like?	Would	you	like	to	go	on	holiday	to	space?	What	do	you	think	the	future	of	the	holidays	will	be	like?	What	is	technology?	What	do	you	think	of	when	you	hear	the	word	‘technology’?	How	has	technology	changed	in
the	past?	How	has	technology	changed	your	life?	Could	you	live	without	technology?	Find	the	full	list	of	technology	questions	here	To	engage	a	child	in	conversation,	you	have	to	enter	their	world.	What	is	fun	for	them?	What	do	they	like	to	do?	Using	words/phrases	like	“wow”,	“That	sounds	tasty”,	“Awesome”	can	show	you	are	listening	to	them	and
make	things	more	fun	which	will	get	them	saying	more!	Do	you	have	a	pet?	What	do	you	think	pets	do	in	the	day?	What	do	pets	eat?	Are	cats	better	or	dogs?	What	is	the	best	name	for	a	pet?	Would	you	like	a	pet	spider?	Would	you	like	to	be	an	animal?	Which	one?	Why	do	we	have	pets?	Do	you	prefer	cute	or	fun	pets?	What	is	the	best	present	for	a
pet?	Do	you	like	school?	What	is	your	favorite	subject?	What	is	your	least	favorite	subject?	Who	is	your	favorite	teacher?	Why	do	people	have	to	go	to	school?	Do	you	like	homework?	What	would	you	do	if	you	were	the	headteacher?	How	could	schools	be	more	fun?	How	long	are	the	summer	holidays?	Can	you	learn	and	have	fun	at	the	same	time?	What
is	your	favorite	movie?	Who	is	your	favorite	character?	Who	is	your	least	favorite	character?	Do	you	like	Disney	movies?	What	was	the	last	movie	you	saw	at	the	cinema?	How	often	do	you	watch	movies?	Do	you	wish	you	could	live	in	a	movie?	Why	do	you	watch	movies?	Do	you	prefer	reading	books	or	movies?	Do	you	watch	any	movies	in	English?
Keeping	the	topics	simple	for	beginners	is	a	must	at	the	start.	Talking	about	their	hobbies	and	family	can	help,	as	these	are	areas	they	may	have	already	experience	in	talking	about.	If	a	student	is	really	struggling,	then	giving	them	phrases	to	use	such	as	“I	like	…”	can	help	get	the	ball	rolling.	What	is	your	favorite	food?	Why	do	you	like	it?	Do	you	like
to	cook?	What	dishes	can	you	make?	What	foods	are	popular	in	your	country?	Do	you	prefer	eating	at	home	or	at	restaurants?	Why?	What	is	a	typical	breakfast	in	your	home?	Have	you	ever	tried	food	from	another	country?	Did	you	like	it?	Do	you	like	spicy	food?	What	spicy	dishes	have	you	tried?	What	foods	do	you	dislike?	Why	don’t	you	like	them?
What	is	a	traditional	holiday	food	in	your	culture?	If	you	could	only	eat	one	food	for	the	rest	of	your	life,	what	would	it	be?	What	do	you	like	to	do?	Do	you	do	any	sports?	What	types	of	movie	do	you	like?	Do	you	play	video	games?	What	do	you	usually	do	with	friends?	Is	learning	English	a	hobby	or	work?	Do	you	have	any	unusual	hobbies?	Do	you	have
enough	time	for	your	hobbies?	What	is	a	common	hobby?	What	do	you	think	is	a	boring	hobby?	Do	you	live	with	your	family?	How	many	people	are	in	your	family?	Are	you	close	with	your	family?	How	often	do	you	see	your	family?	What	do	you	do	with	your	family	when	you	see	them?	Is	your	family	important	to	you?	Which	is	more	important,	friends	or
family?	Who	is	the	weirdest	person	in	your	family?	Are	families	less	important	nowadays	than	in	the	past?	What	would	happen	if	we	didn’t	have	families?	Where	do	you	live?	What	is	there	to	do	in	your	city?	What	is	your	place	like?	What	is	your	neighbourhood	like?	Are	there	any	parks	near	where	you	live?	Have	you	ever	lived	elsewhere?	How	many
rooms	does	your	place	have?	If	you	moved,	where	would	you	like	to	live?	Would	you	prefer	to	live	in	the	city	or	country?	Would	you	like	to	live	abroad?	Use	information	gap	activities	to	help	your	students	practice	speaking:	read	our	guide.	Nobody	wants	to	speak	about	the	same	mundane	topics,	especially	if	they’re	an	advanced	student.	Being	able	to
mix	it	up	is	a	great	attribute	to	have	as	a	teacher.	Not	only	will	you	have	memorable	lessons	with	these	conversation	starters,	but	it	will	really	test	the	ability	of	the	students	to	think	about	topics	they	aren’t	used	to	(instead	of	rolling	off	easy	answers	about	familiar	topics.)	What’s	the	most	epic	fail	you’ve	ever	witnessed	in	person?	Have	you	ever	had	a
funny	cooking	fail?	What	happened,	and	how	did	it	turn	out?	What’s	the	most	hilarious	fashion	fail	you’ve	ever	seen	or	experienced?	Have	you	ever	had	a	technology	fail	at	the	worst	possible	moment?	What	was	the	situation,	and	how	did	you	handle	it?	What’s	the	funniest	sports	fail	you’ve	ever	seen,	either	in	person	or	online?	Have	you	ever	had	a
humorous	translation	fail	when	trying	to	communicate	in	a	foreign	language?	What	did	you	say,	and	what	did	you	mean	to	say?	What’s	the	most	amusing	autocorrect	fail	you’ve	ever	experienced	or	seen?	Have	you	ever	had	a	funny	fail	while	trying	to	impress	someone	you	liked?	What	happened,	and	how	did	they	react?	What’s	the	most	comical	pet	fail
you’ve	ever	witnessed	or	heard	about?	Have	you	ever	had	a	hilarious	DIY	or	home	improvement	fail?	What	went	wrong,	and	how	did	you	fix	it?	What	is	your	zombie	apocalypse	plan?	Who	would	you	take	with	you?	What	would	be	your	weapon	of	choice?	What	would	you	do	if	a	friend	got	bitten	by	a	zombie?	What	would	you	do	if	you	got	bitten	by	a
zombie?	What	food	would	you	take	with	you?	Do	you	think	governments	should	have	a	zombie	apocalypse	plan?	Do	you	think	everyone	should	have	a	zombie	apocalypse	plan?	Is	a	zombie	outbreak	a	likely	scenario?	Why	do	you	think	there	are	so	many	movies	and	TV	series	based	on	zombies?	If	you	could	have	a	superpower,	what	would	it	be?	What	do
you	think	is	the	weirdest	superpower	in	comic	books?	Are	some	superpowers	too	powerful?	Would	you	like	a	superpower	where	you	could	turn	things	into	gold	by	touching	them?	What	is	the	weakest	superpower	in	a	comic	book?	Have	we	already	seen	every	kind	of	superpower	possible	in	a	comic	book?	Are	there	some	people	in	the	real	world	that
have	superpowers?	(doctors	etc)	Would	you	like	a	superpower	where	you	could	turn	things	into	chocolate?	Would	it	be	better	to	be	super	strong	or	super	smart?	Would	you	like	the	power	to	travel	through	time?	If	you	were	granted	3	wishes,	what	would	they	be?	Is	wishing	for	more	wishes	cheating?	Should	there	be	any	other	rules	for	people	granted
wishes?	Have	you	seen	any	movies	with	a	magic	lamp?	Do	you	think	there	is	a	better	object	that	could	house	a	genie?	Why	are	we	interested	in	stories	of	people	having	wishes?	Have	any	of	your	wishes	come	true	in	real	life?	Do	you	make	a	wish	when	you	blow	out	the	candles	on	a	cake?	Is	it	bad	luck	to	tell	someone	what	your	wish	is	when	blowing
out	the	candles?	What	other	ways	do	people	make	wishes?	These	are	topics	that	you	need	to	be	careful	with	and	use	your	judgement	based	on	the	student’s	background.	You	need	to	wait	until	you	know	a	student	to	find	out	what	material	is	appropriate	for	them.	That	being	said,	If	used	correctly,	then	these	can	be	really	interesting	and	get	the	student
thinking	about	“real	issues”.		Do	you	think	social	media	has	had	a	positive	or	negative	impact	on	society?	Why?	Should	governments	have	the	right	to	monitor	citizens’	online	activities	for	security	purposes?	Is	technology	making	people	less	social	or	more	connected?	Do	you	believe	that	artificial	intelligence	will	eventually	take	over	many	human	jobs?
Should	parents	limit	their	children’s	screen	time	and	use	of	technology?	Is	online	privacy	a	fundamental	human	right,	or	should	people	accept	less	privacy	in	the	digital	age?	Do	you	think	technology	is	making	people	smarter	or	more	dependent	on	devices?	Should	schools	incorporate	more	technology	in	the	classroom,	or	focus	on	traditional	teaching
methods?	Is	the	rise	of	fake	news	and	misinformation	on	the	internet	a	serious	threat	to	democracy?	Do	the	benefits	of	technological	advancement	outweigh	the	potential	negative	consequences	for	society?	Find	more	questions	about	social	media	and	questions	about	technology	here.	What	do	you	think	about	the	death	penalty?	Do	you	know	which
countries	still	use	the	death	penalty?	Why	do	you	think	some	countries	use	the	death	penalty?	Do	you	know	of	any	famous	executions?	Should	the	death	penalty	be	outlawed?	If	we	removed	the	death	penalty	then	what	punishment	should	replace	it?	What	is	the	most	humane	form	of	execution?	What	would	your	“last	meal”	be?	Does	the	fear	of	the
death	penalty	reduce	crime?	How	has	execution	changed	over	the	years?	What	is	abortion?	Should	abortion	be	legal?	Why	do	you	think	some	people	are	“pro	choice”?	Why	do	you	think	some	people	are	“pro	life”?	What	do	you	think	of	abortion	in	cases	where	the	baby	was	conceived	due	to	rape?	What	do	you	think	of	abortion	in	cases	where	the
Mother’s	life	is	in	danger	(due	to	being	pregnant)?	Should	the	father	“get	a	say”	in	the	matter	of	abortion?	What	advice	would	you	give	to	a	family	member	who	was	thinking	of	getting	an	abortion?	Should	people	be	allowed	to	protest	against	abortion?	What	do	you	think	the	future	laws	on	abortion	will	be?	What	is	corruption?	Is	there	corruption	in
your	country?	Why	does	corruption	exist?	Would	you	consider	taking	a	bribe?	Would	you	consider	offering	a	bribe?	Are	some	types	of	corruption	better	than	others?	Which	countries	have	the	most	corruption?	Which	countries	have	the	least	corruption?	Are	there	any	stories	of	corruption	that	you	can	remember?	Is	it	possible	to	get	rid	of	corruption
entirely?	Get	a	list	of	110	“Would	you	rather”	questions	for	your	conversation	lessons.	Here	are	some	additional	tips	to	make	sure	your	students	are	getting	the	most	out	of	their	conversation	lessons	and	will	be	excited	about	coming	back	for	more.	Some	of	these	will	take	time	to	internalize	and	get	right	but	be	aware	of	them	and	experiment	to	get
them	just	right.	Don’t	feel	like	you	have	to	stick	rigidly	to	the	list	of	conversation	starters.	If	a	question	takes	you	down	a	different	conversational	thread	then	go	with	it.	The	important	thing	is	that	the	student	is	talking,	you	can	always	return	to	“the	script”	later.	Correcting	a	student	immediately	can	often	be	useful,	but	in	conversation,	it	can	really
kill	the	flow	as	well	as	a	student’s	confidence	if	done	too	often.	A	good	idea	is	to	make	notes	of	any	major	problems	and	then	mention	them	after	a	particular	section	instead.	On	top	of	this,	try	not	to	interrupt	a	student	once	they	are	speaking.	For	each	answer,	try	to	milk	everything	out	of	them	that	you	can	before	you	have	“your	turn	to	speak”.	As
well	as	the	frequency	of	correction,	consider	the	amount	being	corrected.	Don’t	feel	like	you	have	to	correct	EVERYTHING.	Especially	if	a	student	is	starting	out	and	is	a	bit	nervous.	Pick	a	few	problems	areas	and	focus	on	that,	if	you	mention	too	many	things	at	once	it	can	be	overwhelming	and	can	really	lower	a	student’s	confidence.	Be	strict	when	a
student	gives	you	short	answers.	If	a	student	gives	you	an	answer	like	“yes”	then	force	more	out	of	them	with	“yes…	because”	or	“no…	but”.	The	idea	is	to	get	them	using	the	language	more.	Try	to	inject	some	personality	when	using	these	ESL	conversation	topics.	It	should	feel	more	like	a	conversation	rather	than	a	robot	giving	an	interview.	Some
students	will	struggle	with	certain	subjects	as	they	just	don’t	know	enough	about	the	topic.	If	it’s	a	bit	of	a	challenge	then	push	through	but	if	they	can’t	even	talk	about	a	topic	in	their	native	language	then	it	may	be	an	idea	to	move	on	to	another	subject.	Allowing	a	student	to	pick	a	topic	can	be	a	great	way	of	engaging	them	more.	This	also	has	the
added	benefit	of	helping	a	younger	student	(such	as	a	teenager)	feel	more	empowered	as	they	can	make	their	own	decisions.	Get	18	statesman	tips	on	giving	great	conversation	for	teens	and	adults	in	this	post.	There	you	have	it!	All	you	need	to	make	sure	you	never	run	out	of	things	to	say.	Get	these	printed	out	as	your	go-to	cheat	sheets	and
bookmark	this	page	so	you	can	easily	come	back	to	them	for	future	classes.	Hopefully,	these	ESL	conversation	starters	and	questions	will	spark	your	own	ideas	for	topics	you	can	use	in	class.	If	you	are	teaching	one-to-one,	you	could	even	write	niche	topics	especially	for	that	student’s	interests	(e.g	skateboarding,	knitting	or	chess).	Remember,	match
the	topics	to	the	student’s	level,	keep	it	fun	and	once	they	start	talking	don’t	get	in	the	way!	Do	you	want	your	students	to	be	excited	to	speak	with	you	in	English?	Do	you	want	to	make	sure	you	always	know	where	the	conversation	is	going	and	what	to	say	next?	You	need	engaging	content,	interesting	conversation	starters,	and	questions	that	really
reel	them	in.	This	list	of	150	ESL	conversation	starters	will	give	you	everything	you	need	to	make	sure	you	always	have	something	interesting	to	talk	about	and	never	run	out	of	things	to	say!	If	you	want	to	improve	your	student’s	speaking	ability,	you	need	to	master	the	art	of	conversation.	You	have	to	know	how	to	get	your	students	speaking,	move
the	conversation	forward,	provide	feedback	and	make	it	all	feel	natural.	You	also	need	engaging	topics,	and	that	is	where	this	guide	comes	in.	One	of	the	problems	that	can	face	a	teacher	is	knowing	what	to	talk	about.	What	do	you	do	when	you’ve	finished	talking	about	work,	the	weather	and	then	realize	that	only	5	minutes	have	passed!	This	guide
has	everything	you	need	to	make	sure	you	never	run	out	of	topics	and	most	importantly,	you	always	have	something	interesting	to	say.	It	is	a	good	idea	to	pick	a	particular	topic	for	a	class	(or	even	have	your	student	pick	if	you	want	more	engagement	from	them).	Once	you	have	that	topic,	then	move	through	the	questions,	trying	to	get	as	much	from
each	one	as	possible.		Browse	our	ESL	teacher	resources	section	for	more	tips	and	printable	lesson	materials.	Adults	and	teens	usually	know	more	about	advanced	topics	than	children	(politics,	religion,	etc.)	That	being	said,	knowing	more	on	these	topics	doesn’t	necessarily	translate	to	being	able	to	speak	about	these	things	easily	so	don’t	assume
they	can	do	everything.	Be	aware	of	your	student’s	level	and	be	prepared	to	reframe	a	question	if	they	are	struggling	to	understand.		Where	do	you	work?	Do	you	enjoy	your	job?	Do	you	use	English	for	your	job?	Tell	me	about	your	last	job.	What	do	you	think	is	the	most	difficult	job	in	the	world?	What	do	you	think	is	the	easiest	job	in	the	world?	Where
would	you	work	if	you	could	pick	any	job?	Would	you	still	work	if	you	won	the	lottery?	Do	you	think	robots	will	replace	all	the	jobs	in	the	future?	What	kind	of	job	should	have	the	highest	salary?	In	this	post,	you’ll	get	20	topics	and	activities	for	Business	English	lessons.	Do	you	listen	to	music?	When	did	you	start	listening	to	music?	Do	you	play	a
musical	instrument?	What	do	you	think	the	future	of	music	will	be	like?	If	you	could	meet	any	musician,	who	would	it	be?	Why	do	people	like	music?	If	you	could	erase	a	musical	genre,	which	would	it	be?	Do	you	think	musical	success	comes	from	working	hard	or	luck?	What	was	the	first	album	you	bought?	Have	you	ever	downloaded	music	illegally?
What	is	a	holiday?	Do	you	often	go	on	holiday?	Where	did	you	last	go	on	holiday?	Where	would	you	like	to	go	on	holiday	next?	Do	you	prefer	relaxing	or	having	an	adventure	on	your	holiday?	Is	it	weird	to	go	on	holiday	by	yourself?	What	is	the	best	food	you’ve	eaten	while	on	holiday?	Can	you	imagine	what	holidays	500	years	ago	were	like?	Would	you
like	to	go	on	holiday	to	space?	What	do	you	think	the	future	of	the	holidays	will	be	like?	What	is	technology?	What	do	you	think	of	when	you	hear	the	word	‘technology’?	How	has	technology	changed	in	the	past?	How	has	technology	changed	your	life?	Could	you	live	without	technology?	Find	the	full	list	of	technology	questions	here	To	engage	a	child	in



conversation,	you	have	to	enter	their	world.	What	is	fun	for	them?	What	do	they	like	to	do?	Using	words/phrases	like	“wow”,	“That	sounds	tasty”,	“Awesome”	can	show	you	are	listening	to	them	and	make	things	more	fun	which	will	get	them	saying	more!	Do	you	have	a	pet?	What	do	you	think	pets	do	in	the	day?	What	do	pets	eat?	Are	cats	better	or
dogs?	What	is	the	best	name	for	a	pet?	Would	you	like	a	pet	spider?	Would	you	like	to	be	an	animal?	Which	one?	Why	do	we	have	pets?	Do	you	prefer	cute	or	fun	pets?	What	is	the	best	present	for	a	pet?	Do	you	like	school?	What	is	your	favorite	subject?	What	is	your	least	favorite	subject?	Who	is	your	favorite	teacher?	Why	do	people	have	to	go	to
school?	Do	you	like	homework?	What	would	you	do	if	you	were	the	headteacher?	How	could	schools	be	more	fun?	How	long	are	the	summer	holidays?	Can	you	learn	and	have	fun	at	the	same	time?	What	is	your	favorite	movie?	Who	is	your	favorite	character?	Who	is	your	least	favorite	character?	Do	you	like	Disney	movies?	What	was	the	last	movie	you
saw	at	the	cinema?	How	often	do	you	watch	movies?	Do	you	wish	you	could	live	in	a	movie?	Why	do	you	watch	movies?	Do	you	prefer	reading	books	or	movies?	Do	you	watch	any	movies	in	English?	Keeping	the	topics	simple	for	beginners	is	a	must	at	the	start.	Talking	about	their	hobbies	and	family	can	help,	as	these	are	areas	they	may	have	already
experience	in	talking	about.	If	a	student	is	really	struggling,	then	giving	them	phrases	to	use	such	as	“I	like	…”	can	help	get	the	ball	rolling.	What	is	your	favorite	food?	Why	do	you	like	it?	Do	you	like	to	cook?	What	dishes	can	you	make?	What	foods	are	popular	in	your	country?	Do	you	prefer	eating	at	home	or	at	restaurants?	Why?	What	is	a	typical
breakfast	in	your	home?	Have	you	ever	tried	food	from	another	country?	Did	you	like	it?	Do	you	like	spicy	food?	What	spicy	dishes	have	you	tried?	What	foods	do	you	dislike?	Why	don’t	you	like	them?	What	is	a	traditional	holiday	food	in	your	culture?	If	you	could	only	eat	one	food	for	the	rest	of	your	life,	what	would	it	be?	What	do	you	like	to	do?	Do
you	do	any	sports?	What	types	of	movie	do	you	like?	Do	you	play	video	games?	What	do	you	usually	do	with	friends?	Is	learning	English	a	hobby	or	work?	Do	you	have	any	unusual	hobbies?	Do	you	have	enough	time	for	your	hobbies?	What	is	a	common	hobby?	What	do	you	think	is	a	boring	hobby?	Do	you	live	with	your	family?	How	many	people	are	in
your	family?	Are	you	close	with	your	family?	How	often	do	you	see	your	family?	What	do	you	do	with	your	family	when	you	see	them?	Is	your	family	important	to	you?	Which	is	more	important,	friends	or	family?	Who	is	the	weirdest	person	in	your	family?	Are	families	less	important	nowadays	than	in	the	past?	What	would	happen	if	we	didn’t	have
families?	Where	do	you	live?	What	is	there	to	do	in	your	city?	What	is	your	place	like?	What	is	your	neighbourhood	like?	Are	there	any	parks	near	where	you	live?	Have	you	ever	lived	elsewhere?	How	many	rooms	does	your	place	have?	If	you	moved,	where	would	you	like	to	live?	Would	you	prefer	to	live	in	the	city	or	country?	Would	you	like	to	live
abroad?	Use	information	gap	activities	to	help	your	students	practice	speaking:	read	our	guide.	Nobody	wants	to	speak	about	the	same	mundane	topics,	especially	if	they’re	an	advanced	student.	Being	able	to	mix	it	up	is	a	great	attribute	to	have	as	a	teacher.	Not	only	will	you	have	memorable	lessons	with	these	conversation	starters,	but	it	will	really
test	the	ability	of	the	students	to	think	about	topics	they	aren’t	used	to	(instead	of	rolling	off	easy	answers	about	familiar	topics.)	What’s	the	most	epic	fail	you’ve	ever	witnessed	in	person?	Have	you	ever	had	a	funny	cooking	fail?	What	happened,	and	how	did	it	turn	out?	What’s	the	most	hilarious	fashion	fail	you’ve	ever	seen	or	experienced?	Have	you
ever	had	a	technology	fail	at	the	worst	possible	moment?	What	was	the	situation,	and	how	did	you	handle	it?	What’s	the	funniest	sports	fail	you’ve	ever	seen,	either	in	person	or	online?	Have	you	ever	had	a	humorous	translation	fail	when	trying	to	communicate	in	a	foreign	language?	What	did	you	say,	and	what	did	you	mean	to	say?	What’s	the	most
amusing	autocorrect	fail	you’ve	ever	experienced	or	seen?	Have	you	ever	had	a	funny	fail	while	trying	to	impress	someone	you	liked?	What	happened,	and	how	did	they	react?	What’s	the	most	comical	pet	fail	you’ve	ever	witnessed	or	heard	about?	Have	you	ever	had	a	hilarious	DIY	or	home	improvement	fail?	What	went	wrong,	and	how	did	you	fix	it?
What	is	your	zombie	apocalypse	plan?	Who	would	you	take	with	you?	What	would	be	your	weapon	of	choice?	What	would	you	do	if	a	friend	got	bitten	by	a	zombie?	What	would	you	do	if	you	got	bitten	by	a	zombie?	What	food	would	you	take	with	you?	Do	you	think	governments	should	have	a	zombie	apocalypse	plan?	Do	you	think	everyone	should	have
a	zombie	apocalypse	plan?	Is	a	zombie	outbreak	a	likely	scenario?	Why	do	you	think	there	are	so	many	movies	and	TV	series	based	on	zombies?	If	you	could	have	a	superpower,	what	would	it	be?	What	do	you	think	is	the	weirdest	superpower	in	comic	books?	Are	some	superpowers	too	powerful?	Would	you	like	a	superpower	where	you	could	turn
things	into	gold	by	touching	them?	What	is	the	weakest	superpower	in	a	comic	book?	Have	we	already	seen	every	kind	of	superpower	possible	in	a	comic	book?	Are	there	some	people	in	the	real	world	that	have	superpowers?	(doctors	etc)	Would	you	like	a	superpower	where	you	could	turn	things	into	chocolate?	Would	it	be	better	to	be	super	strong
or	super	smart?	Would	you	like	the	power	to	travel	through	time?	If	you	were	granted	3	wishes,	what	would	they	be?	Is	wishing	for	more	wishes	cheating?	Should	there	be	any	other	rules	for	people	granted	wishes?	Have	you	seen	any	movies	with	a	magic	lamp?	Do	you	think	there	is	a	better	object	that	could	house	a	genie?	Why	are	we	interested	in
stories	of	people	having	wishes?	Have	any	of	your	wishes	come	true	in	real	life?	Do	you	make	a	wish	when	you	blow	out	the	candles	on	a	cake?	Is	it	bad	luck	to	tell	someone	what	your	wish	is	when	blowing	out	the	candles?	What	other	ways	do	people	make	wishes?	These	are	topics	that	you	need	to	be	careful	with	and	use	your	judgement	based	on	the
student’s	background.	You	need	to	wait	until	you	know	a	student	to	find	out	what	material	is	appropriate	for	them.	That	being	said,	If	used	correctly,	then	these	can	be	really	interesting	and	get	the	student	thinking	about	“real	issues”.		Do	you	think	social	media	has	had	a	positive	or	negative	impact	on	society?	Why?	Should	governments	have	the
right	to	monitor	citizens’	online	activities	for	security	purposes?	Is	technology	making	people	less	social	or	more	connected?	Do	you	believe	that	artificial	intelligence	will	eventually	take	over	many	human	jobs?	Should	parents	limit	their	children’s	screen	time	and	use	of	technology?	Is	online	privacy	a	fundamental	human	right,	or	should	people
accept	less	privacy	in	the	digital	age?	Do	you	think	technology	is	making	people	smarter	or	more	dependent	on	devices?	Should	schools	incorporate	more	technology	in	the	classroom,	or	focus	on	traditional	teaching	methods?	Is	the	rise	of	fake	news	and	misinformation	on	the	internet	a	serious	threat	to	democracy?	Do	the	benefits	of	technological
advancement	outweigh	the	potential	negative	consequences	for	society?	Find	more	questions	about	social	media	and	questions	about	technology	here.	What	do	you	think	about	the	death	penalty?	Do	you	know	which	countries	still	use	the	death	penalty?	Why	do	you	think	some	countries	use	the	death	penalty?	Do	you	know	of	any	famous	executions?
Should	the	death	penalty	be	outlawed?	If	we	removed	the	death	penalty	then	what	punishment	should	replace	it?	What	is	the	most	humane	form	of	execution?	What	would	your	“last	meal”	be?	Does	the	fear	of	the	death	penalty	reduce	crime?	How	has	execution	changed	over	the	years?	What	is	abortion?	Should	abortion	be	legal?	Why	do	you	think
some	people	are	“pro	choice”?	Why	do	you	think	some	people	are	“pro	life”?	What	do	you	think	of	abortion	in	cases	where	the	baby	was	conceived	due	to	rape?	What	do	you	think	of	abortion	in	cases	where	the	Mother’s	life	is	in	danger	(due	to	being	pregnant)?	Should	the	father	“get	a	say”	in	the	matter	of	abortion?	What	advice	would	you	give	to	a
family	member	who	was	thinking	of	getting	an	abortion?	Should	people	be	allowed	to	protest	against	abortion?	What	do	you	think	the	future	laws	on	abortion	will	be?	What	is	corruption?	Is	there	corruption	in	your	country?	Why	does	corruption	exist?	Would	you	consider	taking	a	bribe?	Would	you	consider	offering	a	bribe?	Are	some	types	of
corruption	better	than	others?	Which	countries	have	the	most	corruption?	Which	countries	have	the	least	corruption?	Are	there	any	stories	of	corruption	that	you	can	remember?	Is	it	possible	to	get	rid	of	corruption	entirely?	Get	a	list	of	110	“Would	you	rather”	questions	for	your	conversation	lessons.	Here	are	some	additional	tips	to	make	sure	your
students	are	getting	the	most	out	of	their	conversation	lessons	and	will	be	excited	about	coming	back	for	more.	Some	of	these	will	take	time	to	internalize	and	get	right	but	be	aware	of	them	and	experiment	to	get	them	just	right.	Don’t	feel	like	you	have	to	stick	rigidly	to	the	list	of	conversation	starters.	If	a	question	takes	you	down	a	different
conversational	thread	then	go	with	it.	The	important	thing	is	that	the	student	is	talking,	you	can	always	return	to	“the	script”	later.	Correcting	a	student	immediately	can	often	be	useful,	but	in	conversation,	it	can	really	kill	the	flow	as	well	as	a	student’s	confidence	if	done	too	often.	A	good	idea	is	to	make	notes	of	any	major	problems	and	then	mention
them	after	a	particular	section	instead.	On	top	of	this,	try	not	to	interrupt	a	student	once	they	are	speaking.	For	each	answer,	try	to	milk	everything	out	of	them	that	you	can	before	you	have	“your	turn	to	speak”.	As	well	as	the	frequency	of	correction,	consider	the	amount	being	corrected.	Don’t	feel	like	you	have	to	correct	EVERYTHING.	Especially	if
a	student	is	starting	out	and	is	a	bit	nervous.	Pick	a	few	problems	areas	and	focus	on	that,	if	you	mention	too	many	things	at	once	it	can	be	overwhelming	and	can	really	lower	a	student’s	confidence.	Be	strict	when	a	student	gives	you	short	answers.	If	a	student	gives	you	an	answer	like	“yes”	then	force	more	out	of	them	with	“yes…	because”	or	“no…
but”.	The	idea	is	to	get	them	using	the	language	more.	Try	to	inject	some	personality	when	using	these	ESL	conversation	topics.	It	should	feel	more	like	a	conversation	rather	than	a	robot	giving	an	interview.	Some	students	will	struggle	with	certain	subjects	as	they	just	don’t	know	enough	about	the	topic.	If	it’s	a	bit	of	a	challenge	then	push	through
but	if	they	can’t	even	talk	about	a	topic	in	their	native	language	then	it	may	be	an	idea	to	move	on	to	another	subject.	Allowing	a	student	to	pick	a	topic	can	be	a	great	way	of	engaging	them	more.	This	also	has	the	added	benefit	of	helping	a	younger	student	(such	as	a	teenager)	feel	more	empowered	as	they	can	make	their	own	decisions.	Get	18
statesman	tips	on	giving	great	conversation	for	teens	and	adults	in	this	post.	There	you	have	it!	All	you	need	to	make	sure	you	never	run	out	of	things	to	say.	Get	these	printed	out	as	your	go-to	cheat	sheets	and	bookmark	this	page	so	you	can	easily	come	back	to	them	for	future	classes.	Hopefully,	these	ESL	conversation	starters	and	questions	will
spark	your	own	ideas	for	topics	you	can	use	in	class.	If	you	are	teaching	one-to-one,	you	could	even	write	niche	topics	especially	for	that	student’s	interests	(e.g	skateboarding,	knitting	or	chess).	Remember,	match	the	topics	to	the	student’s	level,	keep	it	fun	and	once	they	start	talking	don’t	get	in	the	way!	If	this	is	your	first	time	here,	then	read	the
Teacher's	Guide	to	Using	These	Pages	If	you	can	think	of	a	good	question	for	any	list,	please	send	it	to	us.	Home	|	Articles	|	Lessons	|	Techniques	|	Questions	|	Games	|	Jokes	|	Things	for	Teachers	|	Links	|	Activities	for	ESL	Students	Would	you	like	to	help?	If	you	can	think	of	a	good	question	for	any	list,	please	send	it	to	us.	If	you	would	like	to	suggest
another	topic,	please	send	it	and	a	set	of	questions	to	begin	the	topic.	Copyright	©	1997-2010	by	The	Internet	TESL	Journal	Pages	from	this	site	should	not	be	put	online	elsewhere.Permission	is	not	required	to	link	directly	to	any	page	on	our	site	as	long	as	you	do	not	trap	the	page	inside	a	frame.	Once	we	upload	a	page,	the	page	remains	online	and
the	URL	will	not	be	changed.		Download	Full	Lessons	Package	–	Daily	English	Conversation	by	Topic	(mp3+pdf)Listening	is	THE	KEY	to	better	English	speaking.	The	more	REAL	English	conversations	you	listen	to,	the	more	fluent	you	will	become,	to	be	sure.For	a	small	one-time	investment,	you	can	get	the	whole	package	of	75	lessons.	Put	it	into	your
phone	or	MP3	Player	and	take	your	English	learning	ANYWHERE.You	can	learn	English	on	the	bus	while	going	to	work.	You	can	learn	English	while	exercising	or	walking.	You	can	learn	English	while	shopping.	You	can	learn	English	while	sitting	at	a	coffee	shop,	etc.Remember,	DEEP	LEARNING	is	the	No.	1	secret	to	English	fluency.	If	you	want	to
speak	English	fluently	and	automatically,	you	have	to	repeat	the	same	lesson	over	and	over	again	until	you	MASTER	it.WHAT	YOU	WILL	GET:75	mp3	files	for	75	lessons	(each	lesson	lasts	for	1	-2	minutes).1	pdf	file	for	lesson	transcript	(79	pages).Take	advantage	of	your	short	free	time	during	the	day	to	do	a	lot	of	repetition,	and	you	will	be	amazed	at
how	fast	your	English	speaking	improves.	Get	started	today!Download	Lessons	PackageP/S:	If	you	want	to	download	more	lesson	packages	with	a	discounted	price,	check	out	0ur	Resources	Page	here.	Have	you	ever	noticed	that	if	you	ask	students	want	they	want	to	work	on	with	regards	to	their	English	skills,	they’ll	often	say,	“free-talking?”	At	least,
this	was	my	experience	teaching	English	in	South	Korea.	ESL	Speaking	can	be	tough	to	both	teach	and	learn.	That’s	where	ESL	basic	conversation	starters	can	come	in.	Free	talking	is	kind	of	like	a	buzzword,	and	even	the	very	lowest	of	low	students	will	request	this.	However,	it	can	be	difficult	for	lower-level	students	to	keep	the	conversation	going.
And	that’s	where	something	like	these	basic	conversation	starters	can	come	in.	These	easy	conversation	ESL	starters	are	perfect	for	English	learners.	Keep	on	reading	to	find	out	more	about	these	ESL	starters	and	ESL	conversation	topics	for	beginners.	Basic	Conversation	Starters	for	ESL	Students	Basic	Conversation	Starters:	ESL	Speaking	Activity
If	you	teach	lower-level	students,	it	can	be	a	bit	difficult	to	get	a	free-flowing	conversation	going.	Most	times,	it’s	almost	impossible.	The	students	often	don’t	know	how	to	get	the	conversation	started,	but	the	good	news	is	that	you	can	help	them!	For	all	but	the	lowest	level	students	who	are	just	learning	the	most	basic	of	vocabulary	and	grammar,
basic	conversation	starters	can	really	help.	For	these	very,	very	low-level	students,	basically,	vocab	and	grammar	will	probably	be	a	better	use	of	your	time.	One	of	the	reasons	I	love	this	activity	so	much	is	that	it	takes	the	pressure	off	the	teacher	and	puts	it	back	on	the	students.	Instead	of	having	one	big	group	discussion,	but	the	students	into
partners,	give	them	the	conversation	starter,	and	then	assist	as	needed,	but	don’t	interfere.	Student-centered	classrooms	for	the	win,	that	is,	if	your	goal	is	to	help	your	students	speak	English	better.	Here’s	how	you	use	Conversation	Starters	with	your	English	Learners:	Skills:	Writing/Speaking	Time	Required:	5-15	Minutes	Level:	Beginner-
Intermediate	Materials	Required:	Nothing	Give	the	students	a	conversation	starter	to	get	them	going	and	prevent	that	awkward	time	at	the	beginning	of	many	conversation	activities	when	your	students	don’t	know	how	to	get	it	going.	For	example,	if	you’re	talking	about	feelings	in	class	that	day,	you	can	use:	A.	Hey	_____,	how	are	you	doing?	B.	I’m
great,	how	are	you?	A.	I’m	_______	(sad,	embarrassed,	angry,	bored,	etc).	B.	Oh?	What’s	wrong?	A._____	B._________	A.__________	,	B.___________,	……….	Or,	if	you’re	talking	about	festivals	in	Korea:	A.	Hey	________,	have	you	been	to	any	festivals	recently?	B.	(Yes…I	went	to_________)/	(No,	but….___years	ago	I	went	to….)	This	works	well	for	high-beginner
or	above	students.	They	usually	have	the	ability	to	ask	(and	answer)	follow-up	questions	on	the	fly.	To	finish	off	this	activity,	I’ll	often	require	students	to	tell	the	class	one	thing	they	learned	about	their	partner.	If	you	have	12+	students,	just	pick	and	choose	a	few	people	at	random.	Or,	choose	one	person	from	each	group	to	do	this.	It’s	boring	and	also
a	waste	of	time	to	do	it	with	20,	30,	or	40	students.	ESL	Starter	and	Conversation	Topics	ESL	Starter	Variation	for	Lower-Level	Students	You	can	use	the	same	conversation	starters	for	this,	but	with	the	following	adaptation.	Give	the	students	about	10	minutes	to	write	the	conversation	with	their	partner.	You	can	adjust	the	number	of	lines	to	suit	the
ability	level.	Then,	the	students	memorize	their	conversation	and	recite	it	in	front	of	their	classmates.	I	always	make	it	a	requirement	that	students	memorize	their	conversation,	or	it’s	very,	very	boring	to	watch!	At	the	end	of	each	group,	I’ll	often	throw	in	a	follow-up	question	of	some	kind	just	for	fun.	ESL	Conversation	Topics	for	Beginners	Here	is	a
list	of	a	few	great	ESL	conversation	topics	for	beginners	that	you	can	use	in	class	when	doing	partner	conversation	starters	activity.	Providing	engaging	ESL	conversation	topics	can	help	beginners	speak	English	with	enthusiasm	and	confidence.	1.	Animals:	Conversation	Starters	What	is	your	favourite	animal	and	why?	Do	you	have	any	pets?	Do	you
know	anything	about	this	animal?	What	does	it	eat?	Is	there	an	animal	that	you	are	afraid	of?	2.	Books	What	is	the	most	recent	book	that	you	read?	What	is	your	favourite	book’s	title?	Is	there	a	book	that	you	would	like	to	recommend	to	others?	Do	you	like	going	to	the	library?	3.	Movies:	ESL	Conversation	Topics	What	is	your	favourite	movie?	Who	do
you	like	to	watch	movies	with?	What	is	the	most	recent	movie	that	you	watched?	Do	you	remember	the	first	time	you	went	to	a	movie	theater?	4.	Clothing	/	Fashion	What	is	your	favourite	fashion	brand	and	why?	What	do	you	like	to	wear?	What	is	your	favourite	color	for	clothing?	What	type	of	clothing	do	you	want	to	try	on?	5.	Exercise	Do	you
regularly	exercise?	Do	you	prefer	exercising	alone	or	with	another	person?	Why	do	people	have	to	exercise?	When	is	the	best	time	to	exercise?	6.	Family	How	many	siblings	do	you	have?	Do	all	of	your	family	members	live	together?	Do	you	live	with	a	nuclear	family	or	an	extended	family?	What	do	your	family	members	all	have	in	common?	7.	Fears
What	is	your	biggest	fear?	How	do	you	overcome	your	fears?	Do	you	know	anyone	who	has	the	same	fear	as	you?	What	do	you	do	when	you	are	overwhelmed	with	your	fears?	8.	Feelings:	ESL	Conversation	Topics	for	Beginners	How	do	you	feel	right	now?	When	do	you	feel	happy?	In	what	situation	do	you	feel	sad?	Have	you	ever	hurt	someone	else’s
feelings?	9.	Food	What	is	your	favourite	food?	Is	there	a	type	of	food	that	you	do	not	like?	What	did	you	eat	for	yesterday’s	dinner?	What	is	the	food	that	you	eat	most	often?	10.	Hobbies:	Conversation	Starters	for	Beginners	Do	you	have	a	hobby?	If	yes,	what	is	it?	What	do	you	like	about	your	hobby?	Why	should	other	people	try	your	hobby?	Who	do
you	like	to	do	your	hobby	with?	ESL	Conversation	Topics	for	Beginners	ESL	Questions	for	Beginners	When	working	with	beginner	ESL	students,	it’s	important	to	use	simple	and	straightforward	questions	that	help	them	practice	basic	vocabulary,	sentence	structures,	and	communication	skills.	Here	are	some	good	ESL	questions	for	beginners:
Personal	Information	What’s	your	name?	How	old	are	you?	Where	are	you	from?	Do	you	have	any	siblings?	Daily	Routine	What	time	do	you	wake	up?	What	do	you	eat	for	breakfast?	What	do	you	do	after	school/work?	Likes	and	Dislikes	Do	you	like	[food/activity]?	What’s	your	favorite	color?	Do	you	like	to	read/watch	movies/play	sports?	Family	and
Friends	How	many	people	are	there	in	your	family?	Do	you	have	any	pets?	Who	is	your	best	friend?	Basic	Actions	Can	you	swim?	Can	you	cook?	Can	you	play	a	musical	instrument?	Weather	and	Seasons	What’s	the	weather	like	today?	What’s	your	favorite	season?	Do	you	like	rainy	days?	Hobbies	and	Interests	What	do	you	like	to	do	in	your	free	time?
Do	you	like	to	draw/sing/play	games?	Food	and	Drinks	What’s	your	favorite	food?	Do	you	like	pizza/hamburgers/fruit?	What	do	you	usually	drink	with	meals?	School	and	Learning	What’s	your	favorite	subject?	What’s	your	teacher’s	name?	Do	you	like	to	read	books?	Colors	and	Shapes	What	color	is	the	sky?	What	shape	is	a	soccer	ball?	What’s	your
favorite	color?	Numbers	and	Counting	How	old	are	you?	How	many	fingers	do	you	have?	Can	you	count	to	[a	number]?	Travel	and	Places	Have	you	been	on	a	trip	before?	What’s	your	favorite	place	to	visit?	Have	you	been	to	a	zoo/park/beach?	Clothing	and	Fashion	What	do	you	like	to	wear?	What	color	is	your	shirt/pants/shoes?	Feelings	and	Emotions
How	do	you	feel	today?	Are	you	happy/sad/excited?	Time	and	Days	of	the	Week	What	day	is	it	today?	What	do	you	usually	do	on	[a	specific	day]?	Do	you	Like	this	ESL	Speaking	Activity?	Yes?	Thought	so.	Then	you’re	going	to	love	this	book	over	on	Amazon:	101	ESL	Activities:	For	Teenagers	and	Adults.	There	are	dozens	of	well-organized,	detailed
activities	that	will	get	your	students	talking	and	having	fun	while	learning	English.	It’s	Lesson	Planning	Made	Easy	What’s	in	it	for	you?	Easy	lesson	planning.	Teachers	always	need	games	and	activities	to	supplement	what’s	in	the	textbook.	That’s	where	101	ESL	Activities	comes	in.	You	should	be	able	to	find	what	you	need	in	a	minute	or	two.	“I	LOVE
this	book	and	use	it	every	single	time	I	do	lesson	plans.	The	activities	are	for	a	wide	variety	of	levels,	and	the	authors	make	it	clear	which	one	will	work	for	which	students.”	Conversation	Starters	Available	in	a	Variety	of	Formats	You	can	get	the	book	in	both	digital	and	print	formats.	The	digital	version	can	be	read	on	any	device	by	downloading	the
free	Kindle	reading	app.	It’s	ideal	for	lesson	planning	on	the	go	at	your	favourite	coffee	shop.	Or,	keep	a	copy	on	the	bookshelf	in	your	office	and	use	it	as	a	handy	reference	guide.	It’s	an	easy	way	to	make	your	English	lessons	even	better	by	using	a	variety	of	interesting	ESL	games	and	activities.	Shop	Now:	ESL	Conversation	Starters	Topics	It	really
is	that	easy.	You	can	check	out	the	book	for	yourself	over	on	Amazon,	but	only	if	you	want	a	serious	dose	of	ESL	awesome	in	your	life.	ESL	Basic	Conversation	Starters	Ideas	Do	you	want	even	more	ideas	of	things	you	can	talk	about	with	your	students?	Or	things	they	can	talk	about	with	each	other?	Check	out	this	short	video	on	YouTube	for	some
interesting	and	engaging	ideas.	FAQs	About	Basic	Conversation	Starters	Here	are	answers	to	the	most	commonly	asked	questions	about	ESL	conversation	staters	and	topics.	What	questions	should	I	ask	ESL	students?	Free	speaking	can	be	quite	challenging	and	somewhat	terrifying	for	ESL	students.	Therefore,	it	is	important	to	ask	questions	related
to	the	most	recently	taught	topic	or	a	topic	that	the	students	are	interested	in.	For	example,	feelings	and	emotions	are	commonly	taught	vocabulary	and	topics	for	ESL	students.	Provide	basic	conversation	starters	to	make	English	speaking	easier.	Try	out	speaking	activities	if	you	need	additional	lesson	resources.	What	are	the	topics	to	discuss	in
English?	Some	of	the	best	topics	to	discuss	with	ESL	students	are	animals,	books,	movies,	clothing,	exercise,	family,	fears,	feelings,	food,	and	hobbies.	You	can	keep	students	engaged	with	basic	conversation	starters	and	interesting	ESL	conversation	topics	for	beginners.	How	do	you	teach	a	conversation	for	beginners?	Basic	Conversation	Starters:
Join	the	Conversation	How	do	you	get	your	lower-level	students	to	talk	in	English?	Have	you	tried	using	basic	conversation	starters	before?	Leave	a	comment	below	and	share	your	thoughts	with	us	about	the	ESL	conversation	topics	for	beginners	and	conversation	starter	activities.	We’d	love	to	hear	from	you.	Also,	be	sure	to	give	this	article	a	share
on	Twitter,	Facebook,	or	Pinterest.	It’ll	help	other	busy	English	teachers	like	yourself	find	this	useful	teaching	resource.	Last	update	on	2025-07-11	/	Affiliate	links	/	Images	from	Amazon	Product	Advertising	APIJackie	Bolen	has	been	teaching	English	for	more	than	20	years	to	students	in	South	Korea	and	Canada.	She's	taught	all	ages,	levels	and	kinds
of	TEFL	classes.	She	holds	an	MA	degree,	along	with	the	Celta	and	Delta	English	teaching	certifications.	Jackie	is	the	author	of	more	than	100	books	for	English	teachers	and	English	learners,	including	101	ESL	Activities	for	Teenagers	and	Adults,	Great	Debates	for	ESL/EFL,	and	1001	English	Expressions	and	Phrases.	She	loves	to	share	her	ESL
games,	activities,	teaching	tips,	and	more	with	other	teachers	throughout	the	world.	You	can	find	her	on	social	media	at:	YouTube	Facebook	Pinterest	Instagram	ESL	conversation	questions	are	one	of	the	best	tools	at	an	ESL	teacher’s	disposal.	Giving	your	students	the	opportunity	to	share	their	thoughts	via	interesting	discussions	in	English	will	help
them	fast	track	their	English	speaking	skills.	After	all,	one	of	the	best	ways	to	learn	English	is	to	speak	it	as	much	as	possible.In	this	guide,	we’ll	share	how	to	use	ESL	conversation	questions	in	the	classroom	to	get	the	best	results.	And	you’ll	find	links	to	over	1500	ESL	conversation	questions—printable	guides	that	you	can	use	to	get	everyone	in	your
classroom	talking.ESL	conversation	questions	are	English	learning	tools	that	help	students	practice	their	speaking	skills,	learn	new	vocabulary,	and	correct	common	mistakes.	Using	the	right	ESL	conversation	questions	can	create	fun,	lively	discussions	in	the	ESL	classroom.You	can	use	ESL	conversations	to	facilitate	English	speaking	practice	with
your	students.	Here	are	some	ways	to	use	ESL	conversation	questions	in	the	classroom	and	one-on-one	sessions:Group	Speaking	Exercises.	You	(the	teacher)	ask	the	class	a	question	in	English.	Multiple	students	can	respond	in	English	at	random.	This		method	is	a	good	ice	breaker.	It	can	also	help	ESL	students	witness	and	learn	from	each	student’s
mistakes.	Warm	Up	Speaking	Exercises.	Ask	You	may	choose	to	do	this	before	arranging	your	students	in	pairs.	You	can	also	have	students	focus	on	these	simple	warm-up	exercises	before	you		Partner	Speaking	Exercises.	Ask	your	students	to	get	into	pairs.	Have	them	take	turns	asking	each	other	questions	and	responding	in	English.	Individual
Speaking	Exercises.	If	you’d	like	to	assign	speaking	practice	as	homework,	you	can	also	ask	students	to	use	ESL	conversation	questions	at	home.	If	you	are	remote	teacher,	students	can	also	record	themselves	responding	to	these	questions	and	submit	them	to	you	for	remote-based	assessment.ESL	conversation	question	books	can	help	you	save	time
in	the	classroom	and	with	lesson	planning.	These	books	are	typically	full	of	list	of	ESL	conversation	questions	that	you	can	print	and	use	as	exercise	sheets	with	your	students.The	best	ESL	conversation	question	books	are:The	best	English	discussion	questions	for	beginners	are	those	that	focus	on	simple	discussion	topics	with	simple	tense	structures.
For	example,	“What	is	your	favorite	song?”	and	“What	is	your	favorite	movie?”	are	perfect	for	beginner	English	learners.Use	these	ESL	conversation	questions	for	beginners:The	best	English	discussion	questions	for	intermediate	speakers	focus	on	topics	that	require	answers	with	complex	sentence	structures	and	reasoning.	“What	is	your	favorite
food,	and	why	do	you	like	it	so	much?”	and	“What	is	your	dream	job,	and	why	would	you	pick	this	as	your	career?”	are	two	great	examples	of	a	simple	question	that	requires	additional	reasoning	and	descriptive	language.Use	these	ESL	conversation	questions	for	intermediate	English	learners:The	best	English	discussion	questions	for	intermediate
speakers	focus	on	topics	that	require	in-depth	answers	with	complex	sentence	structures,	various	tense	structures,	descriptive	language,	and	reasoning.	At	this	level,	you	may	also	benefit	from	introducing	some	controversial	discussion	topics;	advanced	English	learners	have	the	language	skills	required	to	participate	in	life	discussions	that	go	beyond
the	basics.Use	these	ESL	conversation	questions	for	advanced	English	learners:As	you	know,	students	at	every	level	can	engage	in	any	topic	of	discussion	to	practice	their	speaking	skills.	But	some	some	English	discussion	topics	are	better	suited	to	each	learning	level.	Choose	wisely	based	on	the	English	level,	likes,	and	needs	of	your	students,	and
your	classroom	will	be	full	of	fascinating	discussions	in	no	time.Share	your	best	tips	and	tell	us	how	you	use	ESL	conversation	questions	in	the	classroom.	And	be	sure	to	add	your	requests	for	future	discussion	topics	in	the	comments	below.	Do	you	want	your	students	to	be	excited	to	speak	with	you	in	English?	Do	you	want	to	make	sure	you	always
know	where	the	conversation	is	going	and	what	to	say	next?	You	need	engaging	content,	interesting	conversation	starters,	and	questions	that	really	reel	them	in.	This	list	of	150	ESL	conversation	starters	will	give	you	everything	you	need	to	make	sure	you	always	have	something	interesting	to	talk	about	and	never	run	out	of	things	to	say!	If	you	want
to	improve	your	student’s	speaking	ability,	you	need	to	master	the	art	of	conversation.	You	have	to	know	how	to	get	your	students	speaking,	move	the	conversation	forward,	provide	feedback	and	make	it	all	feel	natural.	You	also	need	engaging	topics,	and	that	is	where	this	guide	comes	in.	One	of	the	problems	that	can	face	a	teacher	is	knowing	what
to	talk	about.	What	do	you	do	when	you’ve	finished	talking	about	work,	the	weather	and	then	realize	that	only	5	minutes	have	passed!	This	guide	has	everything	you	need	to	make	sure	you	never	run	out	of	topics	and	most	importantly,	you	always	have	something	interesting	to	say.	It	is	a	good	idea	to	pick	a	particular	topic	for	a	class	(or	even	have	your
student	pick	if	you	want	more	engagement	from	them).	Once	you	have	that	topic,	then	move	through	the	questions,	trying	to	get	as	much	from	each	one	as	possible.		Browse	our	ESL	teacher	resources	section	for	more	tips	and	printable	lesson	materials.	Adults	and	teens	usually	know	more	about	advanced	topics	than	children	(politics,	religion,	etc.)
That	being	said,	knowing	more	on	these	topics	doesn’t	necessarily	translate	to	being	able	to	speak	about	these	things	easily	so	don’t	assume	they	can	do	everything.	Be	aware	of	your	student’s	level	and	be	prepared	to	reframe	a	question	if	they	are	struggling	to	understand.		Where	do	you	work?	Do	you	enjoy	your	job?	Do	you	use	English	for	your	job?
Tell	me	about	your	last	job.	What	do	you	think	is	the	most	difficult	job	in	the	world?	What	do	you	think	is	the	easiest	job	in	the	world?	Where	would	you	work	if	you	could	pick	any	job?	Would	you	still	work	if	you	won	the	lottery?	Do	you	think	robots	will	replace	all	the	jobs	in	the	future?	What	kind	of	job	should	have	the	highest	salary?	In	this	post,
you’ll	get	20	topics	and	activities	for	Business	English	lessons.	Do	you	listen	to	music?	When	did	you	start	listening	to	music?	Do	you	play	a	musical	instrument?	What	do	you	think	the	future	of	music	will	be	like?	If	you	could	meet	any	musician,	who	would	it	be?	Why	do	people	like	music?	If	you	could	erase	a	musical	genre,	which	would	it	be?	Do	you
think	musical	success	comes	from	working	hard	or	luck?	What	was	the	first	album	you	bought?	Have	you	ever	downloaded	music	illegally?	What	is	a	holiday?	Do	you	often	go	on	holiday?	Where	did	you	last	go	on	holiday?	Where	would	you	like	to	go	on	holiday	next?	Do	you	prefer	relaxing	or	having	an	adventure	on	your	holiday?	Is	it	weird	to	go	on
holiday	by	yourself?	What	is	the	best	food	you’ve	eaten	while	on	holiday?	Can	you	imagine	what	holidays	500	years	ago	were	like?	Would	you	like	to	go	on	holiday	to	space?	What	do	you	think	the	future	of	the	holidays	will	be	like?	What	is	technology?	What	do	you	think	of	when	you	hear	the	word	‘technology’?	How	has	technology	changed	in	the	past?
How	has	technology	changed	your	life?	Could	you	live	without	technology?	Find	the	full	list	of	technology	questions	here	To	engage	a	child	in	conversation,	you	have	to	enter	their	world.	What	is	fun	for	them?	What	do	they	like	to	do?	Using	words/phrases	like	“wow”,	“That	sounds	tasty”,	“Awesome”	can	show	you	are	listening	to	them	and	make	things
more	fun	which	will	get	them	saying	more!	Do	you	have	a	pet?	What	do	you	think	pets	do	in	the	day?	What	do	pets	eat?	Are	cats	better	or	dogs?	What	is	the	best	name	for	a	pet?	Would	you	like	a	pet	spider?	Would	you	like	to	be	an	animal?	Which	one?	Why	do	we	have	pets?	Do	you	prefer	cute	or	fun	pets?	What	is	the	best	present	for	a	pet?	Do	you	like
school?	What	is	your	favorite	subject?	What	is	your	least	favorite	subject?	Who	is	your	favorite	teacher?	Why	do	people	have	to	go	to	school?	Do	you	like	homework?	What	would	you	do	if	you	were	the	headteacher?	How	could	schools	be	more	fun?	How	long	are	the	summer	holidays?	Can	you	learn	and	have	fun	at	the	same	time?	What	is	your	favorite
movie?	Who	is	your	favorite	character?	Who	is	your	least	favorite	character?	Do	you	like	Disney	movies?	What	was	the	last	movie	you	saw	at	the	cinema?	How	often	do	you	watch	movies?	Do	you	wish	you	could	live	in	a	movie?	Why	do	you	watch	movies?	Do	you	prefer	reading	books	or	movies?	Do	you	watch	any	movies	in	English?	Keeping	the	topics
simple	for	beginners	is	a	must	at	the	start.	Talking	about	their	hobbies	and	family	can	help,	as	these	are	areas	they	may	have	already	experience	in	talking	about.	If	a	student	is	really	struggling,	then	giving	them	phrases	to	use	such	as	“I	like	…”	can	help	get	the	ball	rolling.	What	is	your	favorite	food?	Why	do	you	like	it?	Do	you	like	to	cook?	What
dishes	can	you	make?	What	foods	are	popular	in	your	country?	Do	you	prefer	eating	at	home	or	at	restaurants?	Why?	What	is	a	typical	breakfast	in	your	home?	Have	you	ever	tried	food	from	another	country?	Did	you	like	it?	Do	you	like	spicy	food?	What	spicy	dishes	have	you	tried?	What	foods	do	you	dislike?	Why	don’t	you	like	them?	What	is	a
traditional	holiday	food	in	your	culture?	If	you	could	only	eat	one	food	for	the	rest	of	your	life,	what	would	it	be?	What	do	you	like	to	do?	Do	you	do	any	sports?	What	types	of	movie	do	you	like?	Do	you	play	video	games?	What	do	you	usually	do	with	friends?	Is	learning	English	a	hobby	or	work?	Do	you	have	any	unusual	hobbies?	Do	you	have	enough
time	for	your	hobbies?	What	is	a	common	hobby?	What	do	you	think	is	a	boring	hobby?	Do	you	live	with	your	family?	How	many	people	are	in	your	family?	Are	you	close	with	your	family?	How	often	do	you	see	your	family?	What	do	you	do	with	your	family	when	you	see	them?	Is	your	family	important	to	you?	Which	is	more	important,	friends	or	family?
Who	is	the	weirdest	person	in	your	family?	Are	families	less	important	nowadays	than	in	the	past?	What	would	happen	if	we	didn’t	have	families?	Where	do	you	live?	What	is	there	to	do	in	your	city?	What	is	your	place	like?	What	is	your	neighbourhood	like?	Are	there	any	parks	near	where	you	live?	Have	you	ever	lived	elsewhere?	How	many	rooms
does	your	place	have?	If	you	moved,	where	would	you	like	to	live?	Would	you	prefer	to	live	in	the	city	or	country?	Would	you	like	to	live	abroad?	Use	information	gap	activities	to	help	your	students	practice	speaking:	read	our	guide.	Nobody	wants	to	speak	about	the	same	mundane	topics,	especially	if	they’re	an	advanced	student.	Being	able	to	mix	it
up	is	a	great	attribute	to	have	as	a	teacher.	Not	only	will	you	have	memorable	lessons	with	these	conversation	starters,	but	it	will	really	test	the	ability	of	the	students	to	think	about	topics	they	aren’t	used	to	(instead	of	rolling	off	easy	answers	about	familiar	topics.)	What’s	the	most	epic	fail	you’ve	ever	witnessed	in	person?	Have	you	ever	had	a	funny
cooking	fail?	What	happened,	and	how	did	it	turn	out?	What’s	the	most	hilarious	fashion	fail	you’ve	ever	seen	or	experienced?	Have	you	ever	had	a	technology	fail	at	the	worst	possible	moment?	What	was	the	situation,	and	how	did	you	handle	it?	What’s	the	funniest	sports	fail	you’ve	ever	seen,	either	in	person	or	online?	Have	you	ever	had	a	humorous
translation	fail	when	trying	to	communicate	in	a	foreign	language?	What	did	you	say,	and	what	did	you	mean	to	say?	What’s	the	most	amusing	autocorrect	fail	you’ve	ever	experienced	or	seen?	Have	you	ever	had	a	funny	fail	while	trying	to	impress	someone	you	liked?	What	happened,	and	how	did	they	react?	What’s	the	most	comical	pet	fail	you’ve
ever	witnessed	or	heard	about?	Have	you	ever	had	a	hilarious	DIY	or	home	improvement	fail?	What	went	wrong,	and	how	did	you	fix	it?	What	is	your	zombie	apocalypse	plan?	Who	would	you	take	with	you?	What	would	be	your	weapon	of	choice?	What	would	you	do	if	a	friend	got	bitten	by	a	zombie?	What	would	you	do	if	you	got	bitten	by	a	zombie?
What	food	would	you	take	with	you?	Do	you	think	governments	should	have	a	zombie	apocalypse	plan?	Do	you	think	everyone	should	have	a	zombie	apocalypse	plan?	Is	a	zombie	outbreak	a	likely	scenario?	Why	do	you	think	there	are	so	many	movies	and	TV	series	based	on	zombies?	If	you	could	have	a	superpower,	what	would	it	be?	What	do	you	think
is	the	weirdest	superpower	in	comic	books?	Are	some	superpowers	too	powerful?	Would	you	like	a	superpower	where	you	could	turn	things	into	gold	by	touching	them?	What	is	the	weakest	superpower	in	a	comic	book?	Have	we	already	seen	every	kind	of	superpower	possible	in	a	comic	book?	Are	there	some	people	in	the	real	world	that	have
superpowers?	(doctors	etc)	Would	you	like	a	superpower	where	you	could	turn	things	into	chocolate?	Would	it	be	better	to	be	super	strong	or	super	smart?	Would	you	like	the	power	to	travel	through	time?	If	you	were	granted	3	wishes,	what	would	they	be?	Is	wishing	for	more	wishes	cheating?	Should	there	be	any	other	rules	for	people	granted
wishes?	Have	you	seen	any	movies	with	a	magic	lamp?	Do	you	think	there	is	a	better	object	that	could	house	a	genie?	Why	are	we	interested	in	stories	of	people	having	wishes?	Have	any	of	your	wishes	come	true	in	real	life?	Do	you	make	a	wish	when	you	blow	out	the	candles	on	a	cake?	Is	it	bad	luck	to	tell	someone	what	your	wish	is	when	blowing
out	the	candles?	What	other	ways	do	people	make	wishes?	These	are	topics	that	you	need	to	be	careful	with	and	use	your	judgement	based	on	the	student’s	background.	You	need	to	wait	until	you	know	a	student	to	find	out	what	material	is	appropriate	for	them.	That	being	said,	If	used	correctly,	then	these	can	be	really	interesting	and	get	the	student
thinking	about	“real	issues”.		Do	you	think	social	media	has	had	a	positive	or	negative	impact	on	society?	Why?	Should	governments	have	the	right	to	monitor	citizens’	online	activities	for	security	purposes?	Is	technology	making	people	less	social	or	more	connected?	Do	you	believe	that	artificial	intelligence	will	eventually	take	over	many	human	jobs?
Should	parents	limit	their	children’s	screen	time	and	use	of	technology?	Is	online	privacy	a	fundamental	human	right,	or	should	people	accept	less	privacy	in	the	digital	age?	Do	you	think	technology	is	making	people	smarter	or	more	dependent	on	devices?	Should	schools	incorporate	more	technology	in	the	classroom,	or	focus	on	traditional	teaching
methods?	Is	the	rise	of	fake	news	and	misinformation	on	the	internet	a	serious	threat	to	democracy?	Do	the	benefits	of	technological	advancement	outweigh	the	potential	negative	consequences	for	society?	Find	more	questions	about	social	media	and	questions	about	technology	here.	What	do	you	think	about	the	death	penalty?	Do	you	know	which
countries	still	use	the	death	penalty?	Why	do	you	think	some	countries	use	the	death	penalty?	Do	you	know	of	any	famous	executions?	Should	the	death	penalty	be	outlawed?	If	we	removed	the	death	penalty	then	what	punishment	should	replace	it?	What	is	the	most	humane	form	of	execution?	What	would	your	“last	meal”	be?	Does	the	fear	of	the
death	penalty	reduce	crime?	How	has	execution	changed	over	the	years?	What	is	abortion?	Should	abortion	be	legal?	Why	do	you	think	some	people	are	“pro	choice”?	Why	do	you	think	some	people	are	“pro	life”?	What	do	you	think	of	abortion	in	cases	where	the	baby	was	conceived	due	to	rape?	What	do	you	think	of	abortion	in	cases	where	the
Mother’s	life	is	in	danger	(due	to	being	pregnant)?	Should	the	father	“get	a	say”	in	the	matter	of	abortion?	What	advice	would	you	give	to	a	family	member	who	was	thinking	of	getting	an	abortion?	Should	people	be	allowed	to	protest	against	abortion?	What	do	you	think	the	future	laws	on	abortion	will	be?	What	is	corruption?	Is	there	corruption	in
your	country?	Why	does	corruption	exist?	Would	you	consider	taking	a	bribe?	Would	you	consider	offering	a	bribe?	Are	some	types	of	corruption	better	than	others?	Which	countries	have	the	most	corruption?	Which	countries	have	the	least	corruption?	Are	there	any	stories	of	corruption	that	you	can	remember?	Is	it	possible	to	get	rid	of	corruption
entirely?	Get	a	list	of	110	“Would	you	rather”	questions	for	your	conversation	lessons.	Here	are	some	additional	tips	to	make	sure	your	students	are	getting	the	most	out	of	their	conversation	lessons	and	will	be	excited	about	coming	back	for	more.	Some	of	these	will	take	time	to	internalize	and	get	right	but	be	aware	of	them	and	experiment	to	get
them	just	right.	Don’t	feel	like	you	have	to	stick	rigidly	to	the	list	of	conversation	starters.	If	a	question	takes	you	down	a	different	conversational	thread	then	go	with	it.	The	important	thing	is	that	the	student	is	talking,	you	can	always	return	to	“the	script”	later.	Correcting	a	student	immediately	can	often	be	useful,	but	in	conversation,	it	can	really
kill	the	flow	as	well	as	a	student’s	confidence	if	done	too	often.	A	good	idea	is	to	make	notes	of	any	major	problems	and	then	mention	them	after	a	particular	section	instead.	On	top	of	this,	try	not	to	interrupt	a	student	once	they	are	speaking.	For	each	answer,	try	to	milk	everything	out	of	them	that	you	can	before	you	have	“your	turn	to	speak”.	As
well	as	the	frequency	of	correction,	consider	the	amount	being	corrected.	Don’t	feel	like	you	have	to	correct	EVERYTHING.	Especially	if	a	student	is	starting	out	and	is	a	bit	nervous.	Pick	a	few	problems	areas	and	focus	on	that,	if	you	mention	too	many	things	at	once	it	can	be	overwhelming	and	can	really	lower	a	student’s	confidence.	Be	strict	when	a
student	gives	you	short	answers.	If	a	student	gives	you	an	answer	like	“yes”	then	force	more	out	of	them	with	“yes…	because”	or	“no…	but”.	The	idea	is	to	get	them	using	the	language	more.	Try	to	inject	some	personality	when	using	these	ESL	conversation	topics.	It	should	feel	more	like	a	conversation	rather	than	a	robot	giving	an	interview.	Some
students	will	struggle	with	certain	subjects	as	they	just	don’t	know	enough	about	the	topic.	If	it’s	a	bit	of	a	challenge	then	push	through	but	if	they	can’t	even	talk	about	a	topic	in	their	native	language	then	it	may	be	an	idea	to	move	on	to	another	subject.	Allowing	a	student	to	pick	a	topic	can	be	a	great	way	of	engaging	them	more.	This	also	has	the
added	benefit	of	helping	a	younger	student	(such	as	a	teenager)	feel	more	empowered	as	they	can	make	their	own	decisions.	Get	18	statesman	tips	on	giving	great	conversation	for	teens	and	adults	in	this	post.	There	you	have	it!	All	you	need	to	make	sure	you	never	run	out	of	things	to	say.	Get	these	printed	out	as	your	go-to	cheat	sheets	and
bookmark	this	page	so	you	can	easily	come	back	to	them	for	future	classes.	Hopefully,	these	ESL	conversation	starters	and	questions	will	spark	your	own	ideas	for	topics	you	can	use	in	class.	If	you	are	teaching	one-to-one,	you	could	even	write	niche	topics	especially	for	that	student’s	interests	(e.g	skateboarding,	knitting	or	chess).	Remember,	match
the	topics	to	the	student’s	level,	keep	it	fun	and	once	they	start	talking	don’t	get	in	the	way!	One	key	goal	almost	every	adult	ESL	student	shares	is	gaining	the	ability	to	speak	English	with	others.	What	better	way	to	learn	to	speak	English	than	to	speak	about	the	very	same	things	that	you	speak	about	on	a	daily	basis?ESL	speaking	activities	work
even	better	when	someone	speaks	about	their	own	personal	recollections,	thoughts	and	ideas	on	these	topics.	Use	the	topics	and	questions	below	to	get	conversations	started.Contents	1.	HobbiesEverybody	has	hobbies,	and	everybody	loves	talking	about	them.	Hobbies	could	be	passions	too,	you	know.	Some	simple	questions	to	ask	include:Why	do	you
like	your	hobbies	so	much?How	often	do	you	do	these	hobbies?How	long	have	you	been	doing	these	hobbies,	and	how	did	you	get	started?What	hobbies	did	you	used	to	have,	but	now	do	not?Is	it	important	to	have	hobbies?	Why/why	not?	2.	WorkLots	of	people	work	and	have	lots	to	say	about	it.	I	mean,	if	you’re	spending	about	a	third	of	your	waking
hours	at	work,	you	may	have	lots	to	say.Some	good	questions	are:Do/did	like	your	job?	Why	or	why	not?What	work	is	common	in	your	city/area/country?What	is	your	general	view	about	work?	Why?	3.	FoodFood	is	possibly	the	most	universal	topic	of	them	all	and	everyone	loves	to	discuss	what	they	eat.	Food-themed	ESL	activities	are	always	a	hit	with
students.This	is	also	an	ideal	topic	for	beginners	because	the	vocabulary	is	usually	pretty	simple.	You	could	use	questions	like:What	is	your	favorite	food?	Why?What	food	do	you	eat	a	lot?What	food	comes	from	your	country?How	do	you	feel	when	you	eat	food?What	foods	do	you	dislike?	Why?Where	do	you	usually	get	food	from?	4.	Sports	This	is	a
topic	that	many	people	get	very	excited	about.	If	someone	is	passionate	or	emotional	about	a	topic,	they	can	be	more	motivated	to	speak	and	understand	things	related	to	it.A	few	good	example	questions	are:Do	you	like	sports?	Why/why	not?How	often	do	you	exercise/play	sports?Did	you	play	any	sports	as	a	child?What	sport/physical	activity	is
popular	in	your	country?What	is	your	opinion	on	professional	sports?	5.	TimeAs	people	get	older,	their	perceived	value	of	time	increases,	so	it’s	a	practical	topic	that	everyone	has	something	to	say	about.You	could	ask	questions	like:How	much	free	time	do	you	usually	have?How	important	is	time	to	you?If	you	had	more	free	time,	what	would	you
do?“Time	is	money.”	Do	you	agree	or	disagree?	Why?How	do	you	feel	about	time	that	is	wasted?	6.	SleepAs	people	get	older,	they	start	to	appreciate	a	good	night’s	sleep	more	and	more.	This	topic	is	often	a	favorite.Some	example	questions	are:How	much	sleep	do	you	usually	get?Why	do	some	people	sleep	well	while	other	people	do	not	sleep	well?
What	do	you	do	when	you	have	trouble	sleeping?What	time	do	you	usually	go	to	sleep?	What	time	do	you	usually	get	up?Have	you	ever	slept	in	a	strange	place	that	was	not	a	bed?	7.	MusicEverybody	loves	music	and	most	people	feel	very	strong	emotions	toward	it—especially	when	it	comes	to	the	music	that	they	love	(or	hate)	most.	Some	simple
questions	to	ask	could	be:What	types	of	music	do	you	like/dislike?How	do	certain	kinds	of	music	make	you	feel?What	types	of	music	come	from	your	country?What’s	your	favorite	song/album/artist?What	music	is	popular	in	your	country	right	now?Listening	to	music	with	English	lyrics	can	be	fun	and	engaging	activity	that	can	also	start
conversations.Watching	music	videos	with	subtitles	will	help	students	remember	the	vocabulary	they	hear	in	a	song.	8.	TelevisionTelevision	is	one	of	those	topics	that	everyone	has	an	opinion	about.TV	will	enable	you	to	showcase	native	English	forms	and	provide	some	great	context	before	diving	into	discussion	questions.	Good	questions	include:How
often	do	you	watch	TV?Should	everyone	have	a	television	in	their	home?What	is	the	best	way	to	watch	television:	On	a	television	set,	computer,	tablet	or	phone?What	television	programs	are	popular	in	your	country?What	do	you	think	will	be	the	future	of	television?What	is	your	opinion	on	television?If	you	had	your	own	TV	show,	what	would	it	be	like?
If	your	students	enjoy	learning	from	TV	and	other	native	content,	you	can	try	a	media-focused	resource	like	FluentU,	available	both	for	schools	and	individual	learners.I	get	it–learning	English	isn’t	always	a	walk	in	the	park.	But	it	doesn’t	have	to	be	a	boring,	tedious,	or	hair-pulling	experience	either.	In	fact,	making	it	fun	is	key	to	your	success!With
FluentU,	you	can	learn	English	naturally	by	turning	any	YouTube	or	Netflix	video	with	subtitles	into	an	interactive	language	lesson.	I’m	talking	about	language	immersion	from	the	convenience	of	your	device.Plus,	you	can	import	your	favorite	YouTube	videos	into	your	FluentU	account	to	learn	from	them	using	the	app	or	website.	Or	browse	our
curated	library	of	videos	handpicked	for	beginners	and	intermediate	learners.	While	you	watch	a	video,	FluentU’s	interactive	subtitles	let	you	tap	on	any	word	for	an	instant	definition,	example	sentences,	images,	and	audio.	No	more	pausing	and	searching	for	translations—everything	you	need	is	right	there!It's	all	built	to	help	you	learn	how	to	use
words	in	real	contexts.	For	example,	if	I	tap	on	the	word	"viral,"	this	is	what	pops	up:	Learn	even	faster	with	built-in	quizzes	that	reinforce	vocab	from	every	video.	FluentU	tracks	your	progress,	gives	you	extra	practice	with	tricky	words,	and	reminds	you	when	it’s	time	to	review—so	your	learning	is	always	personalized	and	effective.Try	FluentU	today
on	your	computer	or	tablet,	or	download	our	app	from	the	App	Store	or	Google	Play.	Click	here	to	take	advantage	of	our	current	sale!	(Expires	at	the	end	of	this	month.)	9.	MoviesLike	television,	movies	are	a	popular	conversation	topic.	I	mean,	who	doesn’t	watch	movies?	A	few	good	questions	to	be	asked	could	be:What	was	the	last	movie	you	saw?
How	was	it?What	is	your	favorite	movie?	Why?How	are	the	movies	in	your	country?	What	are	the	best	ones?How	often	do	you	watch	movies	in	English?If	there	were	a	movie	about	your	life,	what	kind	of	movie	would	it	be?	Why?	10.	TravelTravel	can	be	a	great	discussion	topic	–	it	encourages	storytelling	in	the	past	tense	and	inspires	students	to	talk
about	culture	and	similar	topics.Here	are	some	possible	questions:What	countries	have	you	been	to?Where	would	you	like	to	travel	to	in	the	future?When	you	travel,	what	safety	precautions	do	you	take?Do	you	like	to	prepare	a	lot	before	you	travel,	or	just	wing	it?What	are	some	cultural	issues	that	you	have	experienced	while	traveling?	Do	you	have
any	funny	or	embarrassing	stories?	11.	First	DatesTalking	about	first	dates	gets	everybody	interested.	We’ve	all	been	there.You	could	ask	questions	like:How	many	first	dates	have	you	had?How	do	you	feel	about	first	dates?What	is	a	common	first	date	like	in	your	country?What	is	the	best/worst	first	date	experience	you’ve	ever	had?What	makes	a
good	first	date	in	your	opinion?	12.	Risk	Everyone	feels	a	certain	way	about	risk.	Some	are	risk-oriented,	others	are	risk-averse.	Talking	about	risks	seems	to	generate	some	good	conversation.	You	could	ask	questions	like:What	is	your	definition	of	risk?Are	you	a	risk	taker?	Why/why	not?What	are	the	advantages/disadvantages	of	taking	risks?What
risks	do	you	come	across	in	your	work/life?What	risks	have	you	taken	in	your	life?	13.	MotivationWhether	or	not	the	students	are	a	motivated	bunch,	motivation	is	a	good	topic	to	discuss	in	order	to	inspire	your	students.Some	example	questions	are:How	motivated	are	you	in	general?What	motivates	you	to	do	things?What	is	the	best	motivator	to
succeed?What	do	you	do	when	you	feel	unmotivated?What	is	a	good	way	to	motivate	others?	14.	BeautyAnyone	can	appreciate	beauty	in	all	its	forms,	and	anyone	can	recognize	the	importance	of	the	concept	of	beauty	in	our	cultures,	societies	and	behaviors.This	makes	it	a	good	topic	to	discuss	to	get	some	opinions	and	various	views	within	a
group.You	could	ask	questions	like:What/who	do	you	consider	beautiful?What	does	“inner	beauty”	mean	to	you?Do	you	consider	artificial	beauty	(cosmetic	surgery)	to	still	be	beauty?	Why/why	not?How	do	you	feel	about	the	emphasis	that	people	put	on	beauty	these	days?What	would	you	tell	your	children	about	beauty?	15.	CrimeCrime	may	not	be	on
the	top	of	people’s	lists	of	favorite	topics	but	it’s	something	that’s	talked	about.Depending	on	someone’s	life	experiences,	it	may	be	something	that	has	affected	their	lives.	Learning	to	discuss	it	could	help	in	the	long	run.Good	discussion	questions	are:Is	crime	a	big	problem	in	your	city/country?Have	you	ever	been	a	victim	of	crime?What	crime	is
common	in	your	city/country?What	would	you	do	if	you	noticed	a	crime	being	committed?How	is	the	law	enforcement	in	your	city/country?	16.	LoveMost	people	have	had	some	firsthand	experience	with	love	that	they’d	like	to	talk	about.	It’s	another	one	of	those	universal	topics	that	gets	the	conversation	going.Even	if	it’s	not	about	romantic	love	and
heartbreak,	students	can	talk	about	familial	love	with	their	parents	and	children,	as	well	as	love	between	friends.Questions	like	these	are	good:What	good/bad	experiences	have	you	had	with	love?Can	you	be	too	young	to	be	in	love?	Why/why	not?How	do	you	feel	about	love?	17.	GoalsWe	all	have	goals	and	talking	about	them	actually	gets	us	more
encouraged	to	do	something	about	them.	Sharing	goals	is	also	a	good	way	to	help	get	them	achieved.A	good	set	of	questions	is:What	are	your	current	goals	in	life?How	do	you	plan	to	reach	your	goals?How	often	do	you	set	goals	for	yourself?What	goals	have	you	set	and	achieved	in	the	past?How	do	you	feel	when	you	reach	your	goals?	18.	DreamsWe
all	have	dreams,	sometimes	on	a	nightly	basis,	and	they	can	make	for	a	great	discussion	topic	as	it	inspires	students	to	be	creative	and	even	whimsical.Great	questions	for	this	topic	include:What	kinds	of	dreams	do	you	have?What	do	you	think	dreams	mean?How	much	of	your	dreams	do	you	remember?	Why?What	is	your	opinion	on	premonitions?	Are
they	real?What	are	examples	of	memorable	dreams	you	have	had?	19.	RestaurantsAlong	with	eating,	people	love	talking	about	their	favorite	eateries	and	restaurants.	Some	students	might	even	relate	to	each	other	with	their	choices	and	views.Good	questions	include:How	often	do	you	go	to	restaurants?What	is	your	favorite	restaurant?	Why?What	do
you	usually	order	at	a	restaurant?What	is	the	restaurant	experience	like	in	your	country?Have	you	ever	worked	in	a	restaurant?If	you	owned	a	restaurant,	what	kinds	of	food	would	you	serve?	20.	CookingCooking	is	another	topic	that	may	allow	for	some	good	conversation.	Most	people	in	most	countries	do	a	good	amount	of	cooking.A	few	good
questions	could	be:In	your	home,	who	usually	cooks?How	well	do	you	cook?	What	can	you	cook	well?What	are	the	advantages/disadvantages	of	cooking?What	food	would	you	like	to	learn	how	to	cook?Recipes	can	be	a	fun	way	to	introduce	students	to	assorted	cooking	vocabulary	and	phrases.	And	in	addition	to	written	recipes,	there	are	tons	of	recipe
videos	on	the	web	if	you	want	to	work	on	listening	comprehension	as	well.	21.	MoneyIf	there	is	one	topic	that	affects	everyone,	it	has	to	be	money.	People	love	talking	about	money.Well,	they	may	not	if	they’re	broke—but	even	then	it’s	a	relatable	topic	that	gets	conversations	going.Great	questions	include:How	well	do	you	manage	your	money?Why	do
some	people	have	money	problems?What	are	some	good	ways	to	make	money?What	would	you	do	if	I	gave	you	$20/$2,000/$2,000,000?How	often	do	you	save	money?	Why?	22.	ShoppingThis	one	is	a	personal	favorite	for	many.	Shopping	just	brings	out	the	zest	in	some	people.Others	feel	strongly	the	other	way—very	few	people	are	completely	neutral
on	this	topic.A	few	good	questions	are:Do	you	enjoy	shopping?	Why/why	not?What	is	your	favorite	shop?	Why?In	your	city,	where	is	a	good	place	to	go	shopping?How	do	you	feel	about	online	shopping?What	do	you	think	shopping	will	be	like	in	the	future?	23.	PlansEverybody	makes	plans	and	discussing	them	could	even	influence	the	class	to	start
making	plans	of	their	own!	A	few	example	questions	include:How	often	do	you	plan	things?	Why?What	are	your	plans	for	(________)?What	are	your	plans	for	your	English?What	do	you	think	of	this	quote?	“Having	no	plan	is	a	plan	to	fail.”Do	you	have	any	back-up	plans?	24.	BooksBooks	make	for	a	good	conversation	topic	because	most	people	enjoy	a
good	book.When	you	read,	your	mind	is	filled	with	new	images,	feelings,	ideas	and	thoughts.	It	can	be	immensely	satisfying	for	someone	to	share	how	they	feel	about	reading.Some	questions	to	ask	are:Do	you	like	books/reading?	Why/why	not?What	kind	of	books	do/did	you	like?What	is	your	favorite	book?	Why?What	was	the	last	book	you	read?Do	you
believe	reading	books/literature	is	more	important	than	reading	stuff	online?	Why/why	not?	25.	LifeLife	discussions	go	on	in	all	languages	and	English	is	no	exception.Life	is	a	good	topic	since	everyone	has	their	own	views	and	thoughts	on	this	universal	subject.You	could	bring	up	questions	like:What	is	the	meaning	of	life?How	is	your	life	going	up	to
this	point?What	do	you	think	happens	after	death?What	important	life	lessons	have	you	learned?	If	tomorrow	was	your	last	day	to	live,	what	would	you	do?	26.	LearningLearning	is	like	nature—it’s	all	around	us,	even	on	a	subconscious	level.	Our	brains	are	built	to	absorb,	filter	and	store	information.A	conversation	about	learning	could	actually
stimulate	some	English	learning!A	few	questions	that	are	suitable	are:How	important	is	learning?	Why?Besides	English,	what	are	you	currently	learning?What	things	are	you	good/bad	at	learning?	Why?What	would	you	most	like	to	learn?What	is	the	most	difficult	part	of	learning?	Why?	27.	GamesGames	are	fun	and	everybody	enjoys	fun,	no?But	in	all
seriousness,	talking	about	games	tends	to	gear	the	conversation	more	toward	past	tense,	which	can	bring	students	a	fond	sense	of	nostalgia.Some	simple	questions	could	be:What	is	your	favorite	game	ever?What	games	did	you	play	as	a	kid?What	games	are	popular/came	from	your	country?How	competitive	are	you	when	it	comes	to	games?What
games	do	you	still	play	now?	Why?	28.	ComputersIt’s	hard	to	go	a	day	without	talking	about	computers.	This	universal	topic	could	have	students	discussing	quite	a	few	things,	much	of	which	could	relate	to	real	life	too!Great	questions	on	this	could	be:Describe	your	computer	at	home/work.What	do	you	usually	use	a	computer	for?Do	you	like
computers?	Why/why	not?What	was	the	first	computer	you	ever	had	like?What	do	you	think	will	be	the	future	of	computers?	29.	ProblemsEven	though	nobody	likes	to	talk	about	problems	per	se,	everybody	still	talks	about	their	problems	to	other	people!Problems	are	actually	a	good	topic	for	discussion	since	they	could	help	others	relate	to	each	other
and	even	present	solutions	too.A	few	fine	examples	of	questions	are:How	do	you	deal	with	your	problems?What	problems	do	you	come	across	in	your	work	or	life?Do	you	feel	that	problems	are	opportunities?	Why	or	why	not?What	was	the	last	problem	you	solved	and	how	did	you	do	it?“Problems	don’t	matter.	Solutions	do.”	Do	you	agree	or	disagree?
Discussion	questions	like	the	ones	above—questions	about	everyday	things—work	well	because	they	really	get	the	brain	thinking.These	topics	relate	directly	to	students	on	a	familiar	level	and	can	even	spark	some	fascinating	discussions.You	could	even	mix	up	the	example	questions	any	way	you’d	like.These	topics	may	even	inspire	you	to	come	up
with	some	of	your	own,	as	you	begin	to	understand	what	works	and	what	doesn’t.Happy	discussing!For	more	tips,	check	out	this	post	next:		You	know	that	the	best	way	to	practice	conversational	English	is	by	talking	to	other	people.	However,	it	can	be	difficult	sometimes	to	come	up	with	questions	to	start	a	conversation	with	a	friend	in	English.	You
don’t	have	to	worry	about	that	anymore!	We	have	selected	some	questions	that	you	can	ask	your	friends	and	colleagues	and	we	have	divided	them	into	12	sections.	Now,	you	can	either	use	the	flashcards	below	or	download	them	in	order	to	print	them	and	cut	them	out.	Have	fun	practicing	English	with	these	conversation	starters	for	these	ten	topics.
The	next	ten	sections	give	questions	that	you	can	use	to	start	a	conversation	or	keep	it	going.	However,	you	should	remember	to	consider	your	relationship	with	the	person	before	asking	certain	questions.	For	instance,	questions	related	to	money,	romance,	and	family	may	be	too	informal	for	you	to	ask	colleagues.	Review	these	flashcards	and	the
conversation	questions	in	English.	Try	to	practice	these	in	conversation	with	your	friends!	How	often	do	you	buy	new	clothes?Do	you	wear	a	hat	sometimes?How	many	pairs	of	gloves	do	you	have?What	colors	do	you	think	look	good	on	you?What	is	your	shoe	size?What’s	the	most	expensive	piece	of	clothing	you	have	ever	bought?Have	you	ever	bought
secondhand	clothes?What	is	your	favorite	clothing	brand?	Interested	in	shopping?	Read	more	about	vocabulary	for	fashion	and	clothes.	Then,	you	can	use	all	that	vocabulary	you	learned	to	have	conversation	in	English.	Do	you	have	a	significant	other?Have	you	ever	been	on	a	blind	date?Have	your	parents	ever	disapproved	of	any	of	your
relationships?How	old	were	you	when	you	had	your	first	boyfriend	or	girlfriend?What	was	the	most	boring	date	you’ve	ever	been	on?What	do	you	think	about	internet	dating?	Do	you	love	love?	We	do!	You	can	learn	more	about	dating	idioms	in	English	and	the	history	of	Valentine’s	Day.	This	is	one	of	the	most	popular	topics	for	light-hearted	English
conversation.	What	is	your	favorite	TV	show?Do	you	prefer	watching	TV	shows	or	movies?Do	you	like	watching	the	Oscars?What	was	the	last	book	you	read?Who	is	your	favorite	female	singer?Who	is	your	favorite	male	singer?What	kind	of	music	do	you	like?	Are	you	a	screen	aficionado?	A	music	die-hard?	You	can’t	miss	these	recommendations	to
learn	English	through	TV	series.	Plus,	check	out	this	English	lesson	about	musical	instruments.	Do	you	get	along	with	your	brothers	and	sisters?How	often	do	you	see	your	grandparents?Do	you	live	with	your	parents?How	old	are	your	parents?Do	you	get	along	with	your	in-laws?What	are	the	occupations	of	your	family	members?Do	you	look	more	like
your	mother	or	your	father?	Family	is	a	deep	topic	for	many	people!	You	need	to	know	how	to	describe	all	those	relationships	in	order	to	be	clear	in	your	English	conversation.	Read	this	post	about	English	vocabulary	for	different	types	of	families.	Do	you	like	to	cook?Are	you	a	vegetarian?What	is	a	typical	meal	from	your	country?Did	you	drink	coffee
this	morning?Do	you	eat	breakfast	every	day?What	is	the	strangest	thing	you	have	ever	eaten?Do	you	like	Japanese	food?If	you	are	living	abroad,	what	is	the	food	that	you	miss	most	from	home?What	did	you	eat	for	lunch	yesterday?What	is	your	favorite	food?	Whether	you’re	a	foodie	or	a	newbie	to	the	food	realm,	we	have	you	covered	if	you	want	to
know	more.	A	good	start	is	this	post	about	kitchen	and	cooking	vocabulary	in	English.	If	you	know	all	that,	try	these	vocabulary	posts	about	breakfast,	vegetables,	or	fruit.	For	our	kitchen-savvy	readers,	it’s	time	to	get	in	the	kitchen	and	practice!	Check	out	our	guide	to	learning	English	through	Youtube	cooking	videos	so	that	you	can	try	putting	your
knowledge	to	the	test.	Do	you	ever	get	headaches?Are	you	healthy?Do	you	have	any	allergies?Do	you	usually	get	enough	sleep?Have	you	ever	donated	blood?Do	you	smoke?What	are	some	things	people	can	do	to	keep	healthy?Do	you	go	for	regular	medical	check-ups?	Talking	about	health	can	be	a	tricky	subject.	Brush	up	on	the	vocabulary	with	this
guide	to	parts	of	the	body	in	English.	What	was	your	first	job?Do	you	ever	work	overtime?Do	you	like	your	boss?	Why	or	why	not?Do	you	work	on	weekends?How	many	hours	a	week	do	you	work?What	is	your	dream	job?What	time	do	you	get	home	from	work?	We	know	English	for	business	is	really	important	for	many	adults,	and	luckily	we	have	a	ton
of	content	for	you	to	learn	more	about	this	type	of	language.	You	can	start	with	this	guide	about	jobs	and	occupations	in	English.	Plus,	you	may	want	to	learn	some	casual	expressions	about	business	with	these	idioms.	Are	you	good	at	saving	money?Do	you	have	more	than	one	bank	account?	How	many	credit	cards	do	you	have?Have	you	ever	bought	a
lottery	ticket?How	much	did	you	spend	last	week?How	much	does	it	cost	to	get	a	haircut	in	your	country?What	is	something	that	you	have	bought	recently?What	is	the	average	salary	in	your	country?	We	know,	it’s	weird	to	talk	about	money.	But,	we	imagine	that	there	are	some	people	you	are	comfortable	sharing	this	information	with.	Just	be	careful
about	how	much	you	ask.	However,	there	is	a	good	way	to	chat	about	money	in	conversation.	You	can	use	these	English	money	idioms	to	make	the	conversation	less	formal	sounding.	Do	you	have	a	pet?What	does	your	pet	look	like?If	you	don’t	have	a	pet,	why	not?Did	you	grow	up	with	pets	in	your	home?Do	you	know	someone	who	owns	an	unusual
pet?Why	do	some	people	not	like	pets?	Maybe	don’t	start	a	debate	about	cats	versus	dogs	–	those	are	fighting	words!	But	if	you	are	a	pet-owner	or	just	an	animal	lover,	check	out	this	post	about	pet	vocabulary	in	English.	Do	you	enjoy	studying	English?Do	you	ever	skip	class?Did	you	study	art	in	high	school?Have	you	ever	slept	in	class?How	much
homework	do	you	do	every	day?Which	subjects	are	you	good	at?What	is	your	favorite	subject?	Education	is	a	great	way	to	figure	out	what	people	are	interested	in.	Use	that	to	your	advantage!	And,	if	you	are	a	current	university	student	or	will	be	soon,	read	up	on	all	the	terms	you	should	know	about	college	life.	Check	out	the	flipbook	below	to	review
all	these	English	conversation	starters.	You	can	download	this	PDF	for	free.	Further,	if	you’d	like	to	get	more	ideas	about	how	to	continue	a	conversation,	check	out	this	free	resource	over	at	VOA	Learning	English.	Remember,	practicing	English	conversation	will	improve	your	speaking	skills	immensely!	We	hope	these	resources	help	you	practice
conversation	in	English!	Enjoy	the	conversation	starters	and	talk	with	friends	and	family.	Happy	studying!	Do	you	want	your	students	to	be	excited	to	speak	with	you	in	English?	Do	you	want	to	make	sure	you	always	know	where	the	conversation	is	going	and	what	to	say	next?	You	need	engaging	content,	interesting	conversation	starters,	and
questions	that	really	reel	them	in.	This	list	of	150	ESL	conversation	starters	will	give	you	everything	you	need	to	make	sure	you	always	have	something	interesting	to	talk	about	and	never	run	out	of	things	to	say!	If	you	want	to	improve	your	student’s	speaking	ability,	you	need	to	master	the	art	of	conversation.	You	have	to	know	how	to	get	your
students	speaking,	move	the	conversation	forward,	provide	feedback	and	make	it	all	feel	natural.	You	also	need	engaging	topics,	and	that	is	where	this	guide	comes	in.	One	of	the	problems	that	can	face	a	teacher	is	knowing	what	to	talk	about.	What	do	you	do	when	you’ve	finished	talking	about	work,	the	weather	and	then	realize	that	only	5	minutes
have	passed!	This	guide	has	everything	you	need	to	make	sure	you	never	run	out	of	topics	and	most	importantly,	you	always	have	something	interesting	to	say.	It	is	a	good	idea	to	pick	a	particular	topic	for	a	class	(or	even	have	your	student	pick	if	you	want	more	engagement	from	them).	Once	you	have	that	topic,	then	move	through	the	questions,
trying	to	get	as	much	from	each	one	as	possible.		Browse	our	ESL	teacher	resources	section	for	more	tips	and	printable	lesson	materials.	Adults	and	teens	usually	know	more	about	advanced	topics	than	children	(politics,	religion,	etc.)	That	being	said,	knowing	more	on	these	topics	doesn’t	necessarily	translate	to	being	able	to	speak	about	these	things
easily	so	don’t	assume	they	can	do	everything.	Be	aware	of	your	student’s	level	and	be	prepared	to	reframe	a	question	if	they	are	struggling	to	understand.		Where	do	you	work?	Do	you	enjoy	your	job?	Do	you	use	English	for	your	job?	Tell	me	about	your	last	job.	What	do	you	think	is	the	most	difficult	job	in	the	world?	What	do	you	think	is	the	easiest
job	in	the	world?	Where	would	you	work	if	you	could	pick	any	job?	Would	you	still	work	if	you	won	the	lottery?	Do	you	think	robots	will	replace	all	the	jobs	in	the	future?	What	kind	of	job	should	have	the	highest	salary?	In	this	post,	you’ll	get	20	topics	and	activities	for	Business	English	lessons.	Do	you	listen	to	music?	When	did	you	start	listening	to
music?	Do	you	play	a	musical	instrument?	What	do	you	think	the	future	of	music	will	be	like?	If	you	could	meet	any	musician,	who	would	it	be?	Why	do	people	like	music?	If	you	could	erase	a	musical	genre,	which	would	it	be?	Do	you	think	musical	success	comes	from	working	hard	or	luck?	What	was	the	first	album	you	bought?	Have	you	ever
downloaded	music	illegally?	What	is	a	holiday?	Do	you	often	go	on	holiday?	Where	did	you	last	go	on	holiday?	Where	would	you	like	to	go	on	holiday	next?	Do	you	prefer	relaxing	or	having	an	adventure	on	your	holiday?	Is	it	weird	to	go	on	holiday	by	yourself?	What	is	the	best	food	you’ve	eaten	while	on	holiday?	Can	you	imagine	what	holidays	500
years	ago	were	like?	Would	you	like	to	go	on	holiday	to	space?	What	do	you	think	the	future	of	the	holidays	will	be	like?	What	is	technology?	What	do	you	think	of	when	you	hear	the	word	‘technology’?	How	has	technology	changed	in	the	past?	How	has	technology	changed	your	life?	Could	you	live	without	technology?	Find	the	full	list	of	technology
questions	here	To	engage	a	child	in	conversation,	you	have	to	enter	their	world.	What	is	fun	for	them?	What	do	they	like	to	do?	Using	words/phrases	like	“wow”,	“That	sounds	tasty”,	“Awesome”	can	show	you	are	listening	to	them	and	make	things	more	fun	which	will	get	them	saying	more!	Do	you	have	a	pet?	What	do	you	think	pets	do	in	the	day?
What	do	pets	eat?	Are	cats	better	or	dogs?	What	is	the	best	name	for	a	pet?	Would	you	like	a	pet	spider?	Would	you	like	to	be	an	animal?	Which	one?	Why	do	we	have	pets?	Do	you	prefer	cute	or	fun	pets?	What	is	the	best	present	for	a	pet?	Do	you	like	school?	What	is	your	favorite	subject?	What	is	your	least	favorite	subject?	Who	is	your	favorite
teacher?	Why	do	people	have	to	go	to	school?	Do	you	like	homework?	What	would	you	do	if	you	were	the	headteacher?	How	could	schools	be	more	fun?	How	long	are	the	summer	holidays?	Can	you	learn	and	have	fun	at	the	same	time?	What	is	your	favorite	movie?	Who	is	your	favorite	character?	Who	is	your	least	favorite	character?	Do	you	like
Disney	movies?	What	was	the	last	movie	you	saw	at	the	cinema?	How	often	do	you	watch	movies?	Do	you	wish	you	could	live	in	a	movie?	Why	do	you	watch	movies?	Do	you	prefer	reading	books	or	movies?	Do	you	watch	any	movies	in	English?	Keeping	the	topics	simple	for	beginners	is	a	must	at	the	start.	Talking	about	their	hobbies	and	family	can
help,	as	these	are	areas	they	may	have	already	experience	in	talking	about.	If	a	student	is	really	struggling,	then	giving	them	phrases	to	use	such	as	“I	like	…”	can	help	get	the	ball	rolling.	What	is	your	favorite	food?	Why	do	you	like	it?	Do	you	like	to	cook?	What	dishes	can	you	make?	What	foods	are	popular	in	your	country?	Do	you	prefer	eating	at
home	or	at	restaurants?	Why?	What	is	a	typical	breakfast	in	your	home?	Have	you	ever	tried	food	from	another	country?	Did	you	like	it?	Do	you	like	spicy	food?	What	spicy	dishes	have	you	tried?	What	foods	do	you	dislike?	Why	don’t	you	like	them?	What	is	a	traditional	holiday	food	in	your	culture?	If	you	could	only	eat	one	food	for	the	rest	of	your	life,
what	would	it	be?	What	do	you	like	to	do?	Do	you	do	any	sports?	What	types	of	movie	do	you	like?	Do	you	play	video	games?	What	do	you	usually	do	with	friends?	Is	learning	English	a	hobby	or	work?	Do	you	have	any	unusual	hobbies?	Do	you	have	enough	time	for	your	hobbies?	What	is	a	common	hobby?	What	do	you	think	is	a	boring	hobby?	Do	you
live	with	your	family?	How	many	people	are	in	your	family?	Are	you	close	with	your	family?	How	often	do	you	see	your	family?	What	do	you	do	with	your	family	when	you	see	them?	Is	your	family	important	to	you?	Which	is	more	important,	friends	or	family?	Who	is	the	weirdest	person	in	your	family?	Are	families	less	important	nowadays	than	in	the
past?	What	would	happen	if	we	didn’t	have	families?	Where	do	you	live?	What	is	there	to	do	in	your	city?	What	is	your	place	like?	What	is	your	neighbourhood	like?	Are	there	any	parks	near	where	you	live?	Have	you	ever	lived	elsewhere?	How	many	rooms	does	your	place	have?	If	you	moved,	where	would	you	like	to	live?	Would	you	prefer	to	live	in
the	city	or	country?	Would	you	like	to	live	abroad?	Use	information	gap	activities	to	help	your	students	practice	speaking:	read	our	guide.	Nobody	wants	to	speak	about	the	same	mundane	topics,	especially	if	they’re	an	advanced	student.	Being	able	to	mix	it	up	is	a	great	attribute	to	have	as	a	teacher.	Not	only	will	you	have	memorable	lessons	with
these	conversation	starters,	but	it	will	really	test	the	ability	of	the	students	to	think	about	topics	they	aren’t	used	to	(instead	of	rolling	off	easy	answers	about	familiar	topics.)	What’s	the	most	epic	fail	you’ve	ever	witnessed	in	person?	Have	you	ever	had	a	funny	cooking	fail?	What	happened,	and	how	did	it	turn	out?	What’s	the	most	hilarious	fashion	fail
you’ve	ever	seen	or	experienced?	Have	you	ever	had	a	technology	fail	at	the	worst	possible	moment?	What	was	the	situation,	and	how	did	you	handle	it?	What’s	the	funniest	sports	fail	you’ve	ever	seen,	either	in	person	or	online?	Have	you	ever	had	a	humorous	translation	fail	when	trying	to	communicate	in	a	foreign	language?	What	did	you	say,	and
what	did	you	mean	to	say?	What’s	the	most	amusing	autocorrect	fail	you’ve	ever	experienced	or	seen?	Have	you	ever	had	a	funny	fail	while	trying	to	impress	someone	you	liked?	What	happened,	and	how	did	they	react?	What’s	the	most	comical	pet	fail	you’ve	ever	witnessed	or	heard	about?	Have	you	ever	had	a	hilarious	DIY	or	home	improvement
fail?	What	went	wrong,	and	how	did	you	fix	it?	What	is	your	zombie	apocalypse	plan?	Who	would	you	take	with	you?	What	would	be	your	weapon	of	choice?	What	would	you	do	if	a	friend	got	bitten	by	a	zombie?	What	would	you	do	if	you	got	bitten	by	a	zombie?	What	food	would	you	take	with	you?	Do	you	think	governments	should	have	a	zombie



apocalypse	plan?	Do	you	think	everyone	should	have	a	zombie	apocalypse	plan?	Is	a	zombie	outbreak	a	likely	scenario?	Why	do	you	think	there	are	so	many	movies	and	TV	series	based	on	zombies?	If	you	could	have	a	superpower,	what	would	it	be?	What	do	you	think	is	the	weirdest	superpower	in	comic	books?	Are	some	superpowers	too	powerful?
Would	you	like	a	superpower	where	you	could	turn	things	into	gold	by	touching	them?	What	is	the	weakest	superpower	in	a	comic	book?	Have	we	already	seen	every	kind	of	superpower	possible	in	a	comic	book?	Are	there	some	people	in	the	real	world	that	have	superpowers?	(doctors	etc)	Would	you	like	a	superpower	where	you	could	turn	things	into
chocolate?	Would	it	be	better	to	be	super	strong	or	super	smart?	Would	you	like	the	power	to	travel	through	time?	If	you	were	granted	3	wishes,	what	would	they	be?	Is	wishing	for	more	wishes	cheating?	Should	there	be	any	other	rules	for	people	granted	wishes?	Have	you	seen	any	movies	with	a	magic	lamp?	Do	you	think	there	is	a	better	object	that
could	house	a	genie?	Why	are	we	interested	in	stories	of	people	having	wishes?	Have	any	of	your	wishes	come	true	in	real	life?	Do	you	make	a	wish	when	you	blow	out	the	candles	on	a	cake?	Is	it	bad	luck	to	tell	someone	what	your	wish	is	when	blowing	out	the	candles?	What	other	ways	do	people	make	wishes?	These	are	topics	that	you	need	to	be
careful	with	and	use	your	judgement	based	on	the	student’s	background.	You	need	to	wait	until	you	know	a	student	to	find	out	what	material	is	appropriate	for	them.	That	being	said,	If	used	correctly,	then	these	can	be	really	interesting	and	get	the	student	thinking	about	“real	issues”.		Do	you	think	social	media	has	had	a	positive	or	negative	impact
on	society?	Why?	Should	governments	have	the	right	to	monitor	citizens’	online	activities	for	security	purposes?	Is	technology	making	people	less	social	or	more	connected?	Do	you	believe	that	artificial	intelligence	will	eventually	take	over	many	human	jobs?	Should	parents	limit	their	children’s	screen	time	and	use	of	technology?	Is	online	privacy	a
fundamental	human	right,	or	should	people	accept	less	privacy	in	the	digital	age?	Do	you	think	technology	is	making	people	smarter	or	more	dependent	on	devices?	Should	schools	incorporate	more	technology	in	the	classroom,	or	focus	on	traditional	teaching	methods?	Is	the	rise	of	fake	news	and	misinformation	on	the	internet	a	serious	threat	to
democracy?	Do	the	benefits	of	technological	advancement	outweigh	the	potential	negative	consequences	for	society?	Find	more	questions	about	social	media	and	questions	about	technology	here.	What	do	you	think	about	the	death	penalty?	Do	you	know	which	countries	still	use	the	death	penalty?	Why	do	you	think	some	countries	use	the	death
penalty?	Do	you	know	of	any	famous	executions?	Should	the	death	penalty	be	outlawed?	If	we	removed	the	death	penalty	then	what	punishment	should	replace	it?	What	is	the	most	humane	form	of	execution?	What	would	your	“last	meal”	be?	Does	the	fear	of	the	death	penalty	reduce	crime?	How	has	execution	changed	over	the	years?	What	is
abortion?	Should	abortion	be	legal?	Why	do	you	think	some	people	are	“pro	choice”?	Why	do	you	think	some	people	are	“pro	life”?	What	do	you	think	of	abortion	in	cases	where	the	baby	was	conceived	due	to	rape?	What	do	you	think	of	abortion	in	cases	where	the	Mother’s	life	is	in	danger	(due	to	being	pregnant)?	Should	the	father	“get	a	say”	in	the
matter	of	abortion?	What	advice	would	you	give	to	a	family	member	who	was	thinking	of	getting	an	abortion?	Should	people	be	allowed	to	protest	against	abortion?	What	do	you	think	the	future	laws	on	abortion	will	be?	What	is	corruption?	Is	there	corruption	in	your	country?	Why	does	corruption	exist?	Would	you	consider	taking	a	bribe?	Would	you
consider	offering	a	bribe?	Are	some	types	of	corruption	better	than	others?	Which	countries	have	the	most	corruption?	Which	countries	have	the	least	corruption?	Are	there	any	stories	of	corruption	that	you	can	remember?	Is	it	possible	to	get	rid	of	corruption	entirely?	Get	a	list	of	110	“Would	you	rather”	questions	for	your	conversation	lessons.	Here
are	some	additional	tips	to	make	sure	your	students	are	getting	the	most	out	of	their	conversation	lessons	and	will	be	excited	about	coming	back	for	more.	Some	of	these	will	take	time	to	internalize	and	get	right	but	be	aware	of	them	and	experiment	to	get	them	just	right.	Don’t	feel	like	you	have	to	stick	rigidly	to	the	list	of	conversation	starters.	If	a
question	takes	you	down	a	different	conversational	thread	then	go	with	it.	The	important	thing	is	that	the	student	is	talking,	you	can	always	return	to	“the	script”	later.	Correcting	a	student	immediately	can	often	be	useful,	but	in	conversation,	it	can	really	kill	the	flow	as	well	as	a	student’s	confidence	if	done	too	often.	A	good	idea	is	to	make	notes	of
any	major	problems	and	then	mention	them	after	a	particular	section	instead.	On	top	of	this,	try	not	to	interrupt	a	student	once	they	are	speaking.	For	each	answer,	try	to	milk	everything	out	of	them	that	you	can	before	you	have	“your	turn	to	speak”.	As	well	as	the	frequency	of	correction,	consider	the	amount	being	corrected.	Don’t	feel	like	you	have
to	correct	EVERYTHING.	Especially	if	a	student	is	starting	out	and	is	a	bit	nervous.	Pick	a	few	problems	areas	and	focus	on	that,	if	you	mention	too	many	things	at	once	it	can	be	overwhelming	and	can	really	lower	a	student’s	confidence.	Be	strict	when	a	student	gives	you	short	answers.	If	a	student	gives	you	an	answer	like	“yes”	then	force	more	out
of	them	with	“yes…	because”	or	“no…	but”.	The	idea	is	to	get	them	using	the	language	more.	Try	to	inject	some	personality	when	using	these	ESL	conversation	topics.	It	should	feel	more	like	a	conversation	rather	than	a	robot	giving	an	interview.	Some	students	will	struggle	with	certain	subjects	as	they	just	don’t	know	enough	about	the	topic.	If	it’s	a
bit	of	a	challenge	then	push	through	but	if	they	can’t	even	talk	about	a	topic	in	their	native	language	then	it	may	be	an	idea	to	move	on	to	another	subject.	Allowing	a	student	to	pick	a	topic	can	be	a	great	way	of	engaging	them	more.	This	also	has	the	added	benefit	of	helping	a	younger	student	(such	as	a	teenager)	feel	more	empowered	as	they	can
make	their	own	decisions.	Get	18	statesman	tips	on	giving	great	conversation	for	teens	and	adults	in	this	post.	There	you	have	it!	All	you	need	to	make	sure	you	never	run	out	of	things	to	say.	Get	these	printed	out	as	your	go-to	cheat	sheets	and	bookmark	this	page	so	you	can	easily	come	back	to	them	for	future	classes.	Hopefully,	these	ESL
conversation	starters	and	questions	will	spark	your	own	ideas	for	topics	you	can	use	in	class.	If	you	are	teaching	one-to-one,	you	could	even	write	niche	topics	especially	for	that	student’s	interests	(e.g	skateboarding,	knitting	or	chess).	Remember,	match	the	topics	to	the	student’s	level,	keep	it	fun	and	once	they	start	talking	don’t	get	in	the	way!	Basic
English	conversations	are	simple	exchanges	of	information,	questions,	or	greetings	that	we	use	every	day.	They	are	typically	short	and	involve	common	phrases	that	make	communication	easier,	especially	for	beginners.	Learning	these	conversations	allows	learners	to	practice	speaking	and	listening	skills	in	familiar	settings	such	as	school,	the
workplace,	or	even	during	casual	interactions	with	friends	and	strangers.	When	starting	to	learn	English,	it’s	important	to	focus	on	phrases	that	are	useful	in	real-life	situations.	From	ordering	food	to	asking	for	directions,	knowing	these	conversations	can	help	beginners	overcome	communication	barriers.	Below	is	a	curated	list	of	200	basic	English
conversations	designed	for	beginner	learners,	covering	a	wide	variety	of	scenarios.	These	dialogues	can	be	used	as	practice	exercises	to	improve	fluency	and	confidence.	Basic	English	Conversation	for	students	Basic	English	Conversation	Questions	A:	Hi,	how	are	you?	B:	I’m	good;	how	about	you?	A:	Can	you	help	me	with	this?	B:	Sure,	what	do	you
need	help	with?	A:	Excuse	me,	where	is	the	nearest	bus	stop?	B:	It’s	just	around	the	corner.	A:	What	time	does	the	movie	start?	B:	It	starts	at	7:30	PM.	A:	Can	I	have	the	menu,	please?	B:	Of	course,	here	you	go.	A:	What’s	your	name?	B:	My	name	is	Alex.	A:	How	much	is	this	shirt?	B:	It’s	$15.	A:	Do	you	like	pizza?	B:	Yes,	I	love	it!	A:	Where	are	you
from?	B:	I’m	from	Canada.	A:	Are	you	free	tomorrow?	B:	Yes,	I	am.	What	do	you	have	in	mind?	A:	Can	I	sit	here?	B:	Sure,	go	ahead.	A:	Do	you	know	the	way	to	the	train	station?	B:	Yes,	just	go	straight	and	turn	left.	Basic	English	Conversation	Questions	A:	Can	I	borrow	your	pen?	B:	Sure,	here	you	go.	A:	What’s	your	favorite	color?	B:	My	favorite	color
is	blue.	A:	How	do	you	spell	your	name?	B:	It’s	S-A-R-A-H.	A:	Can	you	speak	English?	B:	Yes,	I	can.	A:	Would	you	like	some	coffee?	B:	Yes,	please.	A:	What	time	is	it?	B:	It’s	2:15	PM.	A:	Where	do	you	work?	B:	I	work	at	a	bank.	A:	What’s	the	weather	like	today?	B:	It’s	sunny	and	warm.	A:	How	do	you	get	to	work?	B:	I	usually	take	the	bus.	A:	What	do	you
do	in	your	free	time?	B:	I	like	reading	books.	A:	Do	you	have	any	pets?	B:	Yes,	I	have	a	cat.	A:	Can	I	help	you	with	that?	B:	Yes,	thank	you.	A:	What’s	for	dinner	tonight?	B:	We’re	having	pasta.	A:	Where	did	you	go	on	vacation?	B:	I	went	to	Spain.	A:	Do	you	want	to	watch	a	movie?	B:	Sure,	that	sounds	fun!	A:	What’s	your	favorite	sport?	B:	I	love
basketball.	A:	Can	you	recommend	a	good	restaurant?	B:	Yes,	try	the	one	on	Main	Street.	A:	Do	you	like	your	job?	B:	Yes,	I	enjoy	it.	A:	Where	is	the	restroom?	B:	It’s	down	the	hall	to	the	right.	A:	Do	you	want	some	water?	B:	No,	thank	you.	A:	What’s	the	date	today?	It’s	October	19th.	A:	How	old	are	you?	B:	I’m	25	years	old.	A:	Can	you	tell	me	your
phone	number?	B:	Yes,	it’s	555-1234.	A:	Are	you	ready	to	go?	B:	Yes,	let’s	go.	A:	How	long	does	it	take	to	get	there?	B:	About	30	minutes.	A:	What’s	your	favorite	movie?	B:	I	love	“Inception.”	100	short	Basic	English	Conversations	for	Beginners	A:	Where	do	you	live?	B:	I	live	in	New	York.	A:	What	are	you	doing	this	weekend?	B:	I’m	going	hiking.	A:
Can	you	drive	a	car?	B:	Yes,	I	can.	A:	How	often	do	you	exercise?	B:	I	try	to	exercise	every	day.	A:	What	time	do	you	usually	wake	up?	B:	I	wake	up	at	7	AM.	A:	What	do	you	do	for	work?	B:	I’m	a	teacher.	A:	Do	you	have	any	brothers	or	sisters?	B:	Yes,	I	have	one	brother.	A:	Can	you	play	the	guitar?	B:	No,	I	can’t.	A:	What	kind	of	music	do	you	like?	B:	I
like	rock	music.	A:	How	do	you	feel	today?	B:	I	feel	great,	thanks.	A:	What’s	your	favorite	food?	B:	I	love	sushi.	A:	Do	you	want	to	go	for	a	walk?	B:	Yes,	let’s	go.	A:	Are	you	hungry?	B:	No,	I	just	ate.	A:	What’s	your	job	title?	B:	I’m	a	software	engineer.	A:	Can	you	meet	me	tomorrow?	B:	Yes,	what	time?	A:	How	do	you	get	to	school?	B:	I	walk	to	school.	A:
What’s	your	favorite	book?	B:	I	love	“Harry	Potter.”	A:	What	kind	of	phone	do	you	have?	B:	I	have	an	iPhone.	A:	Are	you	married?	B:	No,	I’m	not.	A:	Do	you	like	ice	cream?	B:	Yes,	I	love	it!	A:	Can	I	ask	you	a	question?	B:	Sure,	go	ahead.	A:	Do	you	speak	any	other	languages?	B:	Yes,	I	speak	Spanish.	A:	How	was	your	day?	B:	It	was	good;	thanks	for
asking.	A:	Can	you	swim?	B:	Yes,	I	can.	A:	Do	you	like	to	travel?	B:	Yes,	I	love	traveling.	A:	Where	did	you	grow	up?	B:	I	grew	up	in	Chicago.	A:	What	do	you	want	for	lunch?	B:	I’d	like	a	sandwich.	A:	Can	you	pass	me	the	salt?	B:	Sure,	here	you	go.	A:	Are	you	tired?	B:	Yes,	I	had	a	long	day.	A:	What’s	your	favorite	season?	B:	I	love	summer.	A:	How	often
do	you	watch	TV?	B:	I	watch	it	every	evening.	A:	Do	you	like	to	cook?	B:	Yes,	I	enjoy	cooking.	A:	Can	I	come	in?	B:	Yes,	please	come	in.	A:	What’s	your	favorite	animal?	B:	I	like	dogs.	A:	Do	you	drink	coffee?	B:	Yes,	I	drink	it	every	morning.	A:	Can	you	show	me	how	to	do	this?	B:	Sure,	let	me	help	you.	A:	Where	are	you	going?	B:	I’m	going	to	the	store.
A:	What’s	your	favorite	subject	in	school?	B:	I	like	math.	A:	Can	I	pay	by	credit	card?	B:	Yes,	we	accept	credit	cards.	A:	Do	you	like	reading?	B:	Yes,	I	love	reading.	A:	Are	you	cold?	B:	Yes,	it’s	freezing!	A:	Can	you	tell	me	the	way	to	the	library?	B:	Yes,	go	straight	and	turn	left	at	the	traffic	light.	A:	Do	you	need	any	help	with	that?	B:	No,	I’m	okay,	thank
you.	A:	Are	you	excited	about	the	party?	B:	Yes,	I	can’t	wait!	A:	How	do	you	like	your	coffee?	B:	I	like	it	with	milk	and	sugar.	A:	Did	you	enjoy	your	vacation?	B:	Yes,	it	was	wonderful.	A:	What	did	you	do	yesterday?	B:	I	went	shopping.	A:	Can	you	recommend	a	good	book?	B:	Sure,	you	should	read	“1984”	by	George	Orwell.	A:	Where	do	you	like	to	go	on
weekends?	B:	I	like	to	go	to	the	beach.	A:	What’s	your	favorite	TV	show?	B:	I	love	“friends.”	A:	How	do	you	relax?	B:	I	like	to	listen	to	music.	A:	Can	you	drive	me	to	the	airport?	B:	Sure,	what	time	do	we	leave?	A:	What’s	your	favorite	holiday?	B:	I	love	Christmas.	A:	Do	you	like	playing	video	games?	B:	Yes,	I	play	them	all	the	time.	A:	What	are	your
plans	for	the	evening?	B:	I’m	going	to	have	dinner	with	friends.	A:	Do	you	need	a	ride?	B:	No,	thank	you.	I’ll	walk.	A:	What	time	does	the	train	arrive?	B:	It	arrives	at	6	PM.	A:	Can	I	use	your	phone?	B:	Yes,	here	it	is.	A:	Do	you	have	any	plans	for	the	weekend?	B:	Yes,	I’m	going	hiking.	A:	What	do	you	do	for	fun?	B:	I	like	to	play	tennis.	A:	Do	you	like	your
new	job?	B:	Yes,	it’s	going	well.	A:	How	long	have	you	been	here?	B:	I’ve	been	here	for	an	hour.	A:	Can	I	help	you	with	your	bags?	B:	Yes,	thank	you!	Basic	English	Conversation	A:	How	often	do	you	visit	your	family?	B:	I	visit	them	once	a	month.	A:	Are	you	coming	to	the	party	tonight?	B:	Yes,	I’ll	be	there!	A:	What	time	do	you	go	to	bed?	B:	I	usually	go
to	bed	at	10	PM.	A:	Can	you	fix	this	for	me?	B:	I’ll	give	it	a	try.	A:	Do	you	like	spicy	food?	B:	No,	I	don’t	like	it.	A:	Are	you	a	morning	person?	B:	Yes,	I	like	waking	up	early.	A:	What	did	you	have	for	breakfast?	B:	I	had	cereal	and	coffee.	A:	Can	you	turn	off	the	lights?	B:	Sure,	I’ll	do	it	now.	A:	Are	you	going	to	the	gym	today?	B:	Yes,	I’ll	go	after	work.	A:
What’s	your	favorite	drink?	B:	I	love	iced	tea.	A:	Do	you	enjoy	cooking?	B:	Yes,	it’s	one	of	my	hobbies.	A:	Can	you	call	me	later?	B:	Yes,	I’ll	call	you	after	dinner.	A:	How	often	do	you	clean	your	house?	B:	I	clean	it	once	a	week.	A:	Are	you	afraid	of	heights?	B:	Yes,	I’m	terrified	of	heights.	A:	What’s	your	favorite	dessert?	B:	I	love	chocolate	cake.	A:	How
was	the	concert	last	night?	B:	It	was	amazing!	A:	Can	you	do	me	a	favor?	B:	Sure,	what	do	you	need?	A:	What’s	your	favorite	time	of	day?	B:	I	like	the	evening.	A:	Do	you	have	a	favorite	restaurant?	B:	Yes,	I	love	the	Italian	place	downtown.	A:	Are	you	feeling	better	today?	B:	Yes,	much	better,	thanks.	A:	How	was	your	weekend?	B:	It	was	nice	and
relaxing.	A:	Can	you	help	me	move	this	table?	B:	Sure,	let’s	do	it.	A:	Do	you	like	to	read	before	bed?	B:	Yes,	I	always	read	a	book	before	sleeping.	A:	What	are	your	hobbies?	B:	I	like	painting	and	hiking.	A:	Are	you	allergic	to	anything?	B:	Yes,	I’m	allergic	to	peanuts.	A:	How	do	you	spend	your	free	time?	B:	I	usually	watch	movies	or	go	for	walks.	A:	Can
I	park	here?	B:	No,	this	spot	is	reserved.	A:	What’s	your	favorite	snack?	B:	I	love	potato	chips.	A:	Do	you	like	to	sing?	B:	Yes,	but	I’m	not	very	good	at	it.	A:	How’s	your	family?	B:	They’re	doing	well;	thanks	for	asking.	A:	What’s	your	dream	job?	B:	I’d	love	to	be	a	travel	writer.	A:	Are	you	going	to	the	meeting	tomorrow?	B:	Yes,	I’ll	be	there	at	9	AM.	A:
Do	you	watch	the	news?	B:	Yes,	I	watch	it	every	morning.	A:	How	do	you	relax	after	work?	B:	I	like	to	watch	TV	or	read	a	book.	A:	Are	you	studying	for	your	exams?	B:	Yes,	I’ve	been	studying	all	week.	A:	What	time	does	the	store	open?	B:	It	opens	at	8	AM.	A:	Can	you	play	the	piano?	B:	No,	but	I	want	to	learn.	A:	How	do	you	like	your	steak	cooked?	B:	I
like	it	medium	rare.	A:	Do	you	use	social	media?	B:	Yes,	I	use	Instagram	and	Twitter.	A:	Can	you	meet	me	at	3	PM?	B:	Yes,	I’ll	see	you	then.	A:	What	kind	of	movies	do	you	like?	B:	I	enjoy	comedies	and	action	movies.	A:	Do	you	like	to	dance?	B:	Yes,	dancing	is	fun!	A:	How	far	is	your	office	from	here?	B:	It’s	about	10	minutes	away.	A:	What	do	you
usually	eat	for	dinner?	B:	I	usually	have	something	light	like	soup	or	salad.	A:	Are	you	going	to	the	gym	tomorrow?	B:	Yes,	I’ll	be	there	in	the	morning.	A:	Do	you	want	to	go	to	the	beach	this	weekend?	B:	Yes,	that	sounds	great!	A:	What	kind	of	car	do	you	drive?	B:	I	drive	a	Toyota.	A:	How	long	have	you	been	learning	English?	B:	I’ve	been	learning	for
two	years.	A:	Can	you	recommend	a	good	movie?	B:	Yes,	you	should	watch	“The	Shawshank	Redemption.”	A:	What’s	your	favorite	holiday	destination?	B:	I	love	going	to	the	mountains.	A:	Do	you	like	your	coffee	hot	or	cold?	B:	I	prefer	it	hot.	A:	What	time	do	you	get	off	work?	B:	I	finish	work	at	5	PM.	A:	Do	you	like	to	go	camping?	B:	Yes,	I	love	being
outdoors.	A:	How	often	do	you	call	your	parents?	B:	I	call	them	once	a	week.	A:	What’s	your	favorite	thing	to	do	on	weekends?	B:	I	like	to	go	for	long	walks.	A:	Are	you	planning	to	travel	this	year?	B:	Yes,	I’m	going	to	visit	Italy.	A:	Can	you	meet	me	for	lunch	tomorrow?	B:	Yes,	I’ll	be	there	at	noon.	A:	Do	you	have	any	plans	for	the	summer?	B:	Yes,	I’m
going	to	a	music	festival.	A:	How	do	you	like	to	spend	your	holidays?	B:	I	like	to	relax	and	spend	time	with	family.	A:	Are	you	a	morning	or	night	person?	B:	I’m	definitely	a	night	person.	A:	Do	you	prefer	tea	or	coffee?	B:	I	prefer	tea.	A:	How	often	do	you	go	to	the	gym?	B:	I	go	three	times	a	week.	A:	What’s	your	favorite	season?	B:	I	love	spring.	A:	Can
you	tell	me	the	way	to	the	bank?	B:	Yes,	it’s	just	down	the	street	on	the	right.	A:	Are	you	going	to	the	concert	tonight?	B:	Yes,	I	can’t	wait!	A:	How	long	does	it	take	to	get	there?	B:	It	takes	about	20	minutes.	A:	Can	you	play	any	musical	instruments?	B:	Yes,	I	can	play	the	piano.	A:	What	did	you	do	last	weekend?	B:	I	went	to	the	beach.	A:	Do	you	like
working	from	home?	B:	Yes,	I	find	it	very	convenient.	A:	Can	you	meet	me	at	the	coffee	shop?	B:	Yes,	I’ll	be	there	in	10	minutes.	A:	What’s	your	favorite	type	of	music?	B:	I	like	jazz	music.	A:	Do	you	watch	sports?	B:	Yes,	I	love	watching	football.	A:	How	often	do	you	go	to	the	movies?	B:	I	go	once	a	month.	A:	What’s	your	favorite	ice	cream	flavor?	B:	I
love	chocolate	ice	cream.	A:	Do	you	like	to	read	novels?	B:	Yes,	I	enjoy	reading	fiction.	A:	How	long	have	you	lived	here?	B:	I’ve	lived	here	for	three	years.	A:	Can	you	help	me	carry	these	bags?	B:	Yes,	let	me	help	you.	A:	What	time	do	you	usually	have	breakfast?	B:	I	have	breakfast	at	8	AM.	A:	Do	you	like	rainy	weather?	B:	Yes,	I	find	it	relaxing.	A:
What’s	your	favorite	TV	show?	B:	I	love	watching	“Friends.”	A:	How	was	your	vacation?	B:	It	was	fantastic!	A:	Can	you	speak	any	other	languages?	B:	Yes,	I	can	speak	Spanish.	A:	What’s	your	favorite	color?	B:	I	like	blue	the	most.	A:	Do	you	like	to	shop	online?	B:	Yes,	it’s	very	convenient.	A:	Can	you	pick	me	up	from	the	airport?	B:	Yes,	I’ll	be	there.	A:
What	kind	of	pets	do	you	have?	B:	I	have	a	dog	and	a	cat.	A:	How	do	you	get	to	work?	B:	I	take	the	bus.	A:	What’s	your	favorite	book?	B:	I	love	“To	Kill	a	Mockingbird.”	A:	Do	you	have	any	siblings?	B:	Yes,	I	have	two	brothers.	A:	Can	you	cook?	B:	Yes,	I	like	to	cook	Italian	food.	A:	What’s	your	favorite	sport	to	play?	B:	I	enjoy	playing	basketball.	A:	How
often	do	you	eat	out?	B:	I	eat	out	once	a	week.	A:	Can	you	swim?	B:	Yes,	I	learned	when	I	was	a	kid.	A:	What’s	your	favorite	subject?	B:	I	like	studying	history.	A:	Do	you	like	to	travel?	B:	Yes,	I	love	exploring	new	places.	A:	How	do	you	like	your	coffee?	B:	I	take	it	with	milk	and	sugar.	A:	What’s	your	favorite	movie?	B:	My	favorite	movie	is	“Inception.”
A:	Can	you	help	me	with	my	homework?	B:	Sure,	I’ll	help	you	after	dinner.	A:	Are	you	a	cat	person	or	a	dog	person?	B:	I’m	definitely	a	dog	person.	Read	More	100	Question	Tag	Examples	Question	Tag	Examples	With	Answers	If	you’re	an	English	student	seeking	to	practice	your	speaking	skills,	you’ve	come	to	the	right	place.	In	this	post,	I’ll	cover	35
fantastic	conversation	topics	for	ESL	beginners,	intermediate-,	and	advanced-level	learners	that	will	keep	your	discussions	lively	and	engaging.	Whether	you’re	chatting	with	a	language	partner,	participating	in	a	group	discussion,	or	simply	looking	to	spark	some	interesting	conversations	with	friends,	these	topics—and	the	related	questions	I’ve
included	under	each	of	them—will	have	you	covered.	From	childhood	memories	to	pop	culture,	personal	achievements	to	travel,	and	everything	in	between,	I’ve	carefully	curated	a	diverse	range	of	topics	to	suit	every	interest.	a.	What	is	your	favorite	cuisine	and	why?	b.	Do	you	enjoy	cooking?	What	is	your	specialty	dish?	c.	Have	you	ever	tried	any
exotic	or	unusual	foods?	Share	your	experience.	d.	What	role	does	food	play	in	your	culture’s	traditions	and	celebrations?	e.	If	you	could	have	a	dinner	party	with	any	three	famous	people,	who	would	you	invite	and	why?	a.	Do	you	have	any	pets?	If	not,	would	you	like	to	have	one?	Why?	b.	What	is	your	favorite	animal	and	why?	c.	Have	you	ever
encountered	any	wild	animals?	Tell	us	about	it.	d.	Do	you	think	it’s	important	to	protect	endangered	species?	Why?	e.	If	you	could	communicate	with	animals,	what	would	you	ask	them?	a.	What	is	your	favorite	type	of	weather,	and	why	do	you	like	it?	b.	Can	you	share	any	interesting	or	unusual	weather	phenomena	you	have	experienced?	c.	Do	you
enjoy	outdoor	activities	more	during	a	specific	season	or	type	of	weather?	d.	How	does	the	weather	affect	your	mood	or	daily	activities?	e.	Are	there	any	particular	weather	conditions	or	climates	that	you	would	like	to	experience?	a.	Which	season	is	your	favorite,	and	what	do	you	enjoy	most	about	it?	b.	Can	you	share	any	specific	activities	or
traditions	you	associate	with	different	seasons?	c.	Do	you	prefer	the	weather	or	activities	of	one	season	over	the	others?	Why?	d.	Are	there	any	seasonal	festivals	or	holidays	in	your	area	that	you	particularly	enjoy?	e.	How	does	each	season	influence	your	daily	routines	or	choices?	a.	What	was	your	favorite	toy	or	game	when	you	were	a	child?	b.	Can
you	recall	a	funny	or	memorable	experience	from	your	childhood?	c.	Did	you	have	any	special	traditions	or	rituals	in	your	family	when	you	were	growing	up?	d.	Who	was	your	favorite	teacher	or	mentor	during	your	school	years,	and	why?	e.	What	was	your	favorite	place	to	visit	or	explore	as	a	child?	a.	Do	you	have	any	siblings?	How	many	and	what	are
their	names?	b.	Who	is	your	favorite	family	member	and	why?	c.	What	activities	do	you	enjoy	doing	with	your	family?	d.	Are	you	more	similar	to	your	mother	or	your	father?	Why?	e.	What	is	the	most	important	lesson	you’ve	learned	from	your	family?	a.	What	qualities	do	you	value	most	in	a	friend?	b.	How	do	you	maintain	and	nurture	your	friendships?
c.	Have	you	ever	had	a	memorable	friendship	experience?	Share	it.	d.	What	do	you	think	are	the	challenges	of	maintaining	friendships	in	the	digital	age?	e.	If	you	could	be	best	friends	with	any	famous	person,	who	would	it	be	and	why?	a.	What	do	you	love	most	about	your	hometown?	b.	Can	you	share	an	interesting	fact	or	historical	aspect	about	your
hometown?	c.	What	are	some	must-visit	places	or	attractions	in	your	hometown?	d.	Are	there	any	local	customs	or	traditions	that	are	unique	to	your	hometown?	e.	How	has	your	hometown	shaped	who	you	are	today?	a.	What	is	your	idea	of	a	perfect	date?	Describe	the	activities	or	location.	b.	Can	you	share	a	memorable	or	funny	dating	experience	you
have	had?	c.	How	do	you	approach	dating	and	building	relationships?	d.	Are	there	any	cultural	differences	or	customs	related	to	dating	in	your	area?	e.	What	qualities	do	you	look	for	in	a	potential	partner	or	in	a	successful	relationship?	a.	What	does	your	typical	morning	routine	look	like?	Do	you	have	any	specific	rituals	or	habits	to	start	your	day?	b.
How	do	you	prioritize	and	manage	your	daily	tasks	and	responsibilities?	Do	you	follow	a	specific	routine	or	system?	c.	What	is	your	favorite	way	to	relax	or	unwind	after	a	long	day?	d.	How	do	you	maintain	a	healthy	lifestyle?	Any	tips	or	habits	you	would	like	to	share?	e.	Are	there	any	habits	or	behaviors	that	you	would	like	to	develop	or	change	in	the
future?	a.	What	is	one	of	your	proudest	achievements	in	life,	and	what	did	you	learn	from	it?	b.	Can	you	share	a	time	when	you	overcame	a	difficult	challenge	or	accomplished	a	goal?	c.	Do	you	have	any	future	goals	or	aspirations	that	you	would	like	to	achieve?	d.	How	do	you	celebrate	your	achievements	or	milestones	in	life?	e.	What	is	something	you
have	learned	about	yourself	through	your	personal	achievements?	a.	What	are	some	of	your	biggest	dreams	and	aspirations	for	the	future?	b.	How	do	you	plan	to	achieve	your	goals	and	make	your	dreams	a	reality?	c.	Have	you	ever	had	a	dream	that	you	are	still	working	toward?	Share	your	experience.	d.	What	role	do	goals	and	aspirations	play	in
leading	a	happy	life?	e.	If	you	could	have	any	career	or	profession,	what	would	it	be	and	why?	a.	What	is	the	most	valuable	thing	you	have	learned	in	your	learning	journey	so	far?	Why	is	it	important	to	you?	b.	How	has	education	influenced	your	life	and	future	goals?	c.	Have	you	ever	had	a	memorable	learning	experience	outside	of	the	classroom?
Explain.	d.	What	challenges	do	you	think	the	education	system	in	your	area	faces	today?	e.	If	you	could	learn	any	new	skill	or	subject,	what	would	you	choose	and	why?	a.	What	are	some	habits	or	practices	you	follow	to	maintain	a	healthy	lifestyle?	b.	How	important	are	physical	exercise	and	mental	well-being	to	you?	c.	Have	you	ever	faced	a	health
challenge	and	overcome	it?	Describe	your	experience.	d.	What	is	the	relationship	between	diet	and	overall	health?	e.	If	you	could	give	one	piece	of	health	advice	to	everyone,	what	would	it	be	and	why?	a.	How	do	you	typically	express	or	cope	with	different	emotions?	b.	Can	you	describe	a	recent	situation	that	made	you	feel	particularly	happy	or
proud?	c.	What	do	you	do	when	you’re	feeling	down	or	stressed	to	improve	your	mood?	d.	Are	there	any	specific	activities	or	people	that	always	make	you	feel	loved	or	supported?	e.	How	do	you	think	being	able	to	understand	and	communicate	your	feelings	can	positively	impact	your	relationships	and	overall	well-being?	a.	What	are	your	favorite
hobbies	and	how	did	you	become	interested	in	them?	b.	How	do	your	hobbies	contribute	to	your	personal	growth	and	happiness?	c.	Have	you	ever	turned	your	hobby	into	a	profession	or	side	business?	Explain.	d.	What	is	one	hobby	or	interest	you	would	like	to	explore	in	the	future?	Why?	e.	If	you	could	spend	a	whole	day	pursuing	your	favorite	hobby,
what	would	you	do?	a.	What	is	your	favorite	board	game	or	card	game,	and	why	do	you	like	it?	b.	Have	you	ever	participated	in	any	competitive	games	or	tournaments?	Share	your	experience.	c.	Are	there	any	video	games	or	online	games	that	you	enjoy	playing?	d.	Do	you	have	any	favorite	childhood	games	that	you	used	to	play	with	your	friends	or
siblings?	e.	What	role	do	games	play	in	your	life?	Do	you	find	them	entertaining	or	a	way	to	connect	with	others?	a.	What	is	your	favorite	sport	and	why	do	you	enjoy	it?	b.	How	can	sports	promote	personal	growth?	c.	Have	you	ever	played	a	sport	competitively	or	as	part	of	a	team?	Describe	your	experience.	d.	What	is	the	role	of	sports	in	building
bridges	between	cultures	and	nations?	e.	If	you	could	attend	any	major	sporting	event	in	the	world,	which	one	would	you	choose	and	why?	a.	What	is	your	favorite	outdoor	activity,	and	why	do	you	enjoy	it?	b.	Can	you	share	a	memorable	outdoor	adventure	or	trip	that	you	have	experienced?	c.	Are	there	any	outdoor	activities	that	you	would	like	to	try
in	the	future?	d.	How	often	do	you	spend	time	outdoors,	and	what	are	your	favorite	places	to	visit?	e.	Do	you	have	any	special	tips	or	recommendations	for	enjoying	outdoor	activities?	a.	What	is	your	favorite	travel	destination?	Why	do	you	love	it?	b.	Do	you	prefer	traveling	alone	or	with	others?	Why?	c.	Have	you	ever	had	an	unexpected	or	exciting
travel	experience?	Share	it.	d.	How	does	traveling	broaden	your	horizons	and	open	your	mind	to	new	cultures?	e.	If	you	could	visit	any	country	on	the	planet,	where	would	you	go	and	why?	a.	Where	do	you	like	to	go	shopping,	and	what	do	you	usually	buy?	b.	Do	you	prefer	shopping	online	or	in	physical	stores?	Why?	c.	Can	you	share	a	memorable	or
unique	shopping	experience	you	have	had?	d.	How	do	you	decide	what	to	buy	when	you	go	shopping?	Do	you	have	any	shopping	strategies?	e.	Are	there	any	specific	items	or	products	that	you	enjoy	shopping	for?	a.	What	do	you	enjoy	most	about	your	job	or	profession?	b.	Can	you	share	an	interesting	or	challenging	project	you	have	worked	on?	c.
Have	you	ever	had	a	memorable	or	funny	experience	at	your	workplace?	d.	How	do	you	balance	your	work	life	with	your	personal	life?	e.	What	skills	or	qualities	do	you	think	are	important	for	success	in	the	workplace?	a.	Have	you	ever	participated	in	any	volunteer	work	or	community	service?	Share	your	experience.	b.	Why	do	you	think	volunteering
is	important,	and	what	motivates	you	to	volunteer?	c.	Can	you	share	a	meaningful	or	impactful	moment	you	had	while	volunteering?	d.	How	would	you	choose	the	organizations	or	causes	you	want	to	support	through	volunteering?	e.	Do	you	have	any	future	volunteering	plans	or	projects	that	you	would	like	to	be	involved	in?	a.	What	art	form	(e.g.,
painting,	sculpture,	photography)	do	you	find	most	inspiring?	Why?	b.	How	does	engaging	in	creative	activities	improve	your	well-being	and	personal	growth?	c.	Have	you	ever	created	a	piece	of	art	that	you	are	proud	of?	Share	your	experience.	d.	What	is	the	role	of	art	in	society	and	culture?	e.	If	you	could	have	any	artistic	talent,	what	would	you
choose	and	why?	a.	What	is	your	favorite	festival	or	cultural	celebration?	Why	do	you	enjoy	it?	b.	How	does	your	culture	celebrate	important	events	and	traditions?	c.	Have	you	ever	participated	in	a	festival	or	cultural	celebration	from	a	different	country?	Describe	your	experience.	d.	What	role	do	these	sorts	of	events	play	in	promoting	unity	and
understanding	among	people?	e.	If	you	could	attend	any	festival	in	the	world,	which	one	would	you	choose	and	why?	a.	What	is	your	favorite	book	or	author?	Why	do	you	enjoy	their	work?	b.	How	can	reading	books	improve	your	language	skills	and	knowledge?	c.	Have	you	ever	attended	a	book	reading	or	literary	event?	Describe	your	experience.	d.
What	is	the	most	memorable	book	you’ve	ever	read?	What	made	it	special?	e.	If	you	could	be	a	character	from	any	book,	who	would	you	choose	and	why?	a.	What	is	your	favorite	movie	of	all	time?	Why	do	you	like	it?	b.	What	genre	of	movies	do	you	enjoy	the	most?	Why?	c.	Have	you	ever	acted	in	a	play	or	movie?	Describe	your	experience.	d.	How	do
movies	influence	society	and	culture?	e.	If	you	could	be	a	character	in	any	movie,	who	would	you	choose	and	why?	a.	What	is	your	favorite	genre	of	music?	Why	do	you	enjoy	it?	b.	Do	you	play	any	musical	instruments	or	enjoy	singing?	Describe	your	musical	background.	c.	Have	you	ever	attended	a	live	concert?	Share	your	experience.	d.	How	does
music	impact	your	emotions	and	mood?	e.	If	you	could	meet	any	musician	or	band,	who	would	you	choose	and	why?	a.	Do	you	follow	any	celebrities	on	social	media?	How	do	you	think	social	media	has	changed	the	way	we	perceive	and	interact	with	celebrities?	b.	Who	is	your	favorite	celebrity,	and	why?	c.	What	is	your	favorite	TV	show	and	what	do
you	like	about	it?	d.	Are	there	any	trends	that	you	enjoy	or	find	interesting?	e.	How	has	pop	culture	influenced	your	personal	interests	or	hobbies?	a.	What	does	fashion	mean	to	you?	b.	How	do	fashion	trends	influence	the	way	people	dress	and	express	themselves?	c.	Have	you	ever	followed	a	fashion	trend	that	you	now	look	back	on	and	laugh	at?
Share	your	experience.	d.	What	is	the	impact	of	fast	fashion	on	the	environment	and	society?	e.	If	you	could	create	a	new	fashion	trend,	what	would	it	be	and	why?	a.	How	has	social	media	impacted	the	way	we	communicate	and	interact	with	one	another?	b.	What	are	the	advantages	and	disadvantages	of	using	social	media?	c.	Have	you	ever	had	a
negative	experience	with	social	media?	Explain.	d.	What	are	some	guidelines	or	etiquette	you	follow	when	using	social	media?	e.	If	you	could	design	a	new	social	media	platform,	what	features	would	it	have	and	why?	a.	What	scientific	discovery	or	technological	advancement	fascinates	you	the	most?	Why?	b.	How	have	science	and	technology
influenced	the	way	we	live	today?	c.	Have	you	ever	carried	out	a	scientific	experiment	or	participated	in	a	science	fair?	Share	your	experience.	d.	Have	you	ever	encountered	any	challenges	or	difficulties	with	technology?	Share	your	experience.	e.	If	you	could	invent	any	scientific	device	or	technology,	what	problem	would	it	solve	and	why?	a.	What	is
your	favorite	natural	environment	(e.g.,	mountains,	beaches,	forests)?	Why	do	you	find	it	appealing?	b.	How	can	people	contribute	to	the	protection	of	the	environment?	c.	Have	you	ever	had	a	memorable	experience	in	nature?	Share	it.	d.	What	are	the	biggest	environmental	challenges	the	world	faces	today?	e.	If	you	could	visit	any	natural	wonder	in
the	world,	which	one	would	you	choose	and	why?	a.	What	is	one	current	event	that	has	caught	your	attention	recently?	Why	is	it	significant?	b.	How	important	is	it	to	stay	informed	about	global	news	and	events?	c.	Have	you	ever	participated	in	a	discussion	or	debate	about	a	current	event?	Share	your	experience.	d.	What	are	the	benefits	and
challenges	of	keeping	up	with	news	through	digital	platforms?	e.	If	you	could	interview	any	current	world	leader,	who	would	it	be	and	what	would	you	ask	them?	a.	Which	historical	event	or	time	period	fascinates	you	the	most,	and	why?	b.	Do	you	have	a	favorite	historical	figure	or	a	person	you	admire	from	the	past?	c.	Can	you	share	a	historical	fact
or	story	that	you	find	interesting	or	inspiring?	d.	How	do	you	think	studying	history	can	help	us	understand	the	present	and	shape	the	future?	e.	Are	there	any	historical	places	or	landmarks	that	you	would	like	to	visit	someday?	When	engaging	in	a	chat	with	fellow	learners,	it’s	important	to	be	mindful	of	certain	conversation	topics	for	ESL	beginners
that	can	be	sensitive	or	controversial.		While	you	should	always	respect	diverse	perspectives	and	opinions,	a	few	English	conversation	topics	are	generally	best	to	avoid	in	order	to	maintain	a	positive	and	inclusive	atmosphere.	Politics,	for	example,	can	be	a	passionate	and	divisive	subject,	as	people	often	hold	strong	beliefs	and	opinions.	Discussing
political	matters	can	lead	to	heated	debates,	misunderstandings,	and	potentially	strain	relationships.		Likewise,	religion	is	a	deeply	personal	and	private	matter	for	many	individuals.	People	have	diverse	religious	beliefs,	and	discussions	about	religion	can	unintentionally	offend	or	exclude	others.		Focus	instead	on	the	wide	range	of	engaging	and
thought-provoking	topics	that	I’ve	listed	above.	All	of	them	allow	students	to	express	themselves,	share	experiences,	practice	their	speaking	skills	and	pronunciation,	and	expand	their	English	vocabulary	in	a	positive	and	supportive	manner.	Looking	for	more	tools	to	improve	your	English	skills?	Check	out	this	extensive	list	of	English	learning
resources.	And	if	you	want	to	start	using	these	conversation	topics	as	soon	as	possible,	explore	these	language	exchange	apps.
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